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Abstract 
 
This thesis aims to investigate the role of the anti-communist John Birch Society within the 
greater American conservative field. More specifically, it focuses on the period from the 
Society's inception in 1958 to the beginning of its relative decline in significance, which can 
be situated after the first election of Richard M. Nixon as president in 1968. The main focus 
of the thesis lies on challenging more traditional classifications of the JBS as an extremist 
outcast divorced from the American political mainstream, and argues that through their 
innovative organizational methods, national presence, and capacity to link up a variety of 
domestic and international affairs to an overarching conspiratorial narrative, the Birchers 
were able to tap into a new and powerful force of largely white suburban conservatives and 
contribute significantly to the growth and development of the post-war New Right. For this 
purpose, the research interrogates the established scholarship and draws upon key primary 
source material, including official publications, internal communications and the private 
correspondence of founder and chairman Robert Welch as well as other prominent members. 
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Introduction 
 
³,MXVWGRQ¶WKDYHWLPHIRUDQ\WKLQJ´DVXEXUEDQ7H[DVKRXVHZLIHWROGUHSRUWHUVIURPTime 
Magazine ³,¶P ILJKWLQJ &RPPXQLVP WKUHH QLJKWV D ZHHN´ ,Q ODWH  the popular 
magazine UDQDVWRU\RQVZHOOLQJQXPEHUVRI³XOWUDFRQVHUYDWLYH´FLWL]HQDFWLYLVWVDSSHDULQJ
DOORYHUWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV7KH\FRQYHQHGDWOHDVWRQFHSHUZHHNLQORFDO³FKDSWHUV´RIXS to 
twenty and sometimes thirty members each, organized film screenings and letter writing 
campaigns to their political representatives, disseminated vast amounts of literature and 
constituted a revolutionary form of social protest. They were members of the John Birch 
Society (JBS). No social movement or political organization left the same mark on the 
GHYHORSPHQW RI PRGHUQ $PHULFDQ FRQVHUYDWLVP DV WKH ³%LUFKHUV´ GLG 7KH WHQDFLW\ DQG
IDQDWLFLVPRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VQDWLRQDOOHDGHUVKLSDQGPHPEHUVKDYHIDVFLQDWed observers right 
from its initial discovery by the greater public at the onset of the 1960s, a decade usually 
remembered and celebrated for the high tide of Cold War liberalism, milestone achievements 
for the African American civil rights movement and the advent of the New Left. At the same 
time, the Sixties witnessed the crystallization of a modern conservative stream of thought and 
activism that became increasingly adept at challenging a dominant liberalism that had 
reshaped American politics since the New Deal.1 
To understand the dynamics, properties, successes and failures of this emerging 
conservative force, it is vital to map the nature and accomplishments of an organization as 
influential as the JBS. The key question to be considered thus lies exactly within this 
interaction: How did the John Birch Society fit within the burgeoning post-war conservative 
PRYHPHQW DQG ZKDW LQIOXHQFH GLG LW H[HUFLVH RYHU WKH ODWWHU¶V FRQVROLGDWLRQ DQG ULVH WR
                                                          
1  “KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ PdŚĞhůƚƌĂƐ ? ?Time, December 8, 1961, 22. 
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power? This thesis will investigate that mutual relationship from the SoFLHW\¶V LQFHSWLRQ LQ
late 1958 to the election of Richard Nixon ten years later, which marked the beginning of its 
relative decline as a nationally determining factor. Besides establishing the specific context 
from which the JBS arose, it will present the Birchers as a complex movement that 
simultaneously accelerated the development of the New Right by providing a platform for 
anti-communist activism on a local and national level, and threatened its cohesion and 
survival through unyielding conspiratorial views and a fundamental distrust of the political 
establishment. At the same time, the Society channeled the views and frustrations of a class 
of right-ZLQJ ³EXVLQHVV QDWLRQDOLVWV´ ZKR IRUJHG DQ DOOLDQFH ZLWK WKRXVDQGV RI VXEXUEDQ
³super-patriots´ to counter the threat of international Communism, and by extension 
liberalism, on issues such as race and civil rights, foreign affairs and economic policy. While 
attracting around 100,000 members at its absolute peak, the JBS played an important role in 
the right-wing capture of the Republican Party convention in 1964, which opened the 
floodgates for future successful conservative challenges and eventually, the presidency of 
Ronald Reagan and the end of an era dominated by modern liberalism. 
 :LWKLQDIHZ\HDUV¶WLPe, the fanaticism and reliance on elaborate conspiracy theories 
of the JBS and its founder Robert Welch earned the Birchers tremendous attention, as well as 
the controversial reputation of leading what many contemporaneous observers referred to as 
WKH³UDGLFDOULJKW´DGLVFRQQHFWHGH[WUHPLVWIULQJHRQWKHPDUJLQVRIWKHSROLWLFDOODQGVFDSH
that allegedly had no legitimacy in a liberal democracy such as the United States. As a result, 
the status of the Birchers in the historical scholarship on the rise of modern conservatism has 
remained problematic, both in terms of categorization and significance. From the first 
scholars and political commentators that analyzed the Society and its achievements, the 
organization has not received the attention it deserves as a force within the New Right. Given 
WKH REYLRXV FRQQHFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH %LUFKHUV¶ SUHRFFXSDWLRQ ZLWK FROOHFWLYLVW VXEYHUVLRQ
iii 
 
 
 
international as well as domestic, with Cold War anti-communist paranoia, the JBS has 
traditionally been mischaracterized as a neo-McCarthyite anomaly bearing the outdated views 
of the isolationist Old Right that were fundamentally incompatible with a radically polarized 
post-war global order. 
 The reality is much more complex. Firstly, while important intellectual networks had 
been developing around pockets of classical liberal thinkers, social or traditionalist 
conservatives and anti-communists ± the basis of so-called fusionism ± it was the John Birch 
Society that established a well-organized, action-oriented popular movement that could unite 
conservatives on a national scale and around a variety of issues. To be sure, the early Cold 
War years saw a number of activist organizations emerge that sought to achieve similar 
objectives, particularly the fundamentalist Christian initiativHV RI %LOO\ -DPHV +DUJLV¶V
&ULVWLDQ &UXVDGH )UHG 6FKZDU]¶V &KULVWLDQ $QWL-&RPPXQLVW &UXVDGH RU (GJDU %XQG\¶V
Church League of America. None of these, however, could match the prominence and 
prowess of the JBS, either within the conservative universe or in the American imagination of 
the rising right. With a membership peak between 60,000 and 100,000 by the mid-1960s and 
D GLYHUVH UDQJH RI ³IURQW JURXSV´ WKDW WDUJHWHG YDULRXV SROLWLFDO LVVXHV VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ WKH
Society occupied a crucial and unique place in the development of the New Right. 
 It is precisely this community factor that was crucially overlooked by 
dismissive observers who considered the Birchers an isolated fringe and predicted they were 
in no position to make any significant contributions to the political process. For instance, the 
³FRQVHQVXV´VFKRODUV DURXQGVRFLRlogist Daniel Bell and historian Richard Hofstadter drew 
KHDYLO\ RQ 7KHRGRU $GRUQR¶V The Authoritarian Personality, which in the wake of World 
War II H[SORUHGWKHSKHQRPHQRQRIWKH³IDVFLVWSHUVRQDOLW\´DQGGHYHORSHGWKHPRGHORIWKH
³DXWKRULWDULDQ´ W\SH a personality pre-disposed to adopt right-wing extremist, fascist and 
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anti-Semitic predispositions. As a result, Bell and his co-authors described adherence to the 
³UDGLFDOULJKW´RU³SVHXGR-FRQVHUYDWLYH´FROXPQLQSDWKRORJLFDOWHUPVDQGUHOHJDWHGthe JBS 
WRDPHUHLQFDUQDWLRQRID³SDUDQRLGVW\OH´WKDWWXUQed to hyper-conformism and quasi-fascist 
beliefs.2 6H\PRXU0DUWLQ/LSVHWZKRDOVRFRQWULEXWHGWR%HOO¶VHGLWHGFROOHFWLRQVXJJHVWHG
WKH³UDGLFDOULJKW´VKRXOGEH³characterized as radical because it desires to make far-reaching 
changes in American institutions, and because it seeks to eliminate from American political 
OLIHWKRVHSHUVRQVDQGLQVWLWXWLRQVZKLFKWKUHDWHQHLWKHULWVYDOXHVRULWVHFRQRPLFLQWHUHVWV´3 
The writers concluded their objects oIVWXG\VXIIHUHGIURP³VWDWXVDQ[LHW\´DVPDQ\RIWKHP
had made significant social advances over a brief period of time through increased social 
mobility and found themselves ill at ease, having to defend their newly acquired and 
vulnerable status in society. According to David Riesman and Nathan Glazer, this anxiety 
ERLOHGGRZQWRD³GLVFRQWHQWZKLFKDULVHVIURPWKHmental discomforts >«@IRXQGHGOHVVRQ
HFRQRPLFWKDQRQLQWHOOHFWXDOXQFHUWDLQW\´4  
 Clearly, the consensus scholars refused to take the Birch phenomenon seriously on an 
intellectual level, and saw little more than a popular extension of dysfunctional, McCarthyite 
paranoia. In reality, the Birchers were representative of a growing breed of conservative 
activists and, as a well-structured national organization, they pioneered mass-scale 
mobilization and educational techniques. More importantly, the JBS provided isolated 
citizens with a community of likeminded groups and individuals, which helped create a 
national visibility and common consciousness for thousands. A number of historians, 
including Michael Kazin, Sarah Diamond and Matthew Lyons, have rightfully pointed 
                                                          
2 Daniel Bell (ed.), The New American Right (New York: Criterion Books, 1955); Theodor Adorno, Else Frenkel-
Brunswik, et al., The Authoritarian Personality: Studies in Prejudice (New York: Harper & Row, 1950). 
3 ^ĞǇŵŽƵƌDĂƌƚŝŶ>ŝƉƐĞƚ ?  “dŚĞ^ŽƵƌĐĞƐŽĨƚŚĞ  ‘ZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ? ? ŝŶ Daniel Bell (ed.): The Radical Right: The New 
American Right Expanded and Updated (New York: Doubleday, 1963), 307. 
4 ĂǀŝĚZŝĞƐŵĂŶĂŶĚEĂƚŚĂŶ'ůĂǌĞƌ ? “dŚĞ/ŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂůƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƐĐŽŶƚĞŶƚĞĚůĂƐƐĞƐ ? ?ŝŶĞůů ? ? ? ? ? ) ? ? ? ? ? 
v 
 
 
 
towards the power of right-ZLQJSRSXOLVPDQGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRID³PRYHPHQWFXOWXUH´WKDW
emerged alongside modern conservatism, but D FOHDU UHDGLQJ RI WKH %LUFKHUV¶ ORFDO DQG
national impact arguably goes back to the history from below approach that characterizes 
Nancy MacLean's influential work on the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s. With regard to post-
war conservatism, /LVD0F*LUU¶VSuburban Warriors has been particularly innovative in this 
UHVSHFW 0F*LUU¶V ZRUN RIIHUV DQ DQDO\VLV RI SRVW-war Orange County, California and 
uncovers a true hotbed of laissez-faire anti-statism infused with a strong traditionalist 
conservatism, imported by Southern and Midwestern newcomers who populated the vast 
sprawling suburban areas in the Southwest. Focusing on a time and place in which the JBS 
fared particularly well and exercised a significant influence over the greater conservative 
movement, McGirr has illustrated how these Southwestern conservatives were often high-
earning, socially well-connected professionals, typically employed in aerospace, electronics, 
consultancy or high-HQGPLOLWDU\LQGXVWULHVDQGWKXVIDUIURPWKH³DQWL-PRGHUQ´VHJPHQWVRU 
³OXQDWLFIULQJHV´WKH\ZHUHSUHYLRXVO\GLVPLVVHGDV,QGRLQJVR0F*LUUKDVSDYHGWKHZD\
for a more in-depth study of grassroots conservatism and its intersections with gender, race 
and partisan politics.5 $V-XOLDQ=HOL]HUREVHUYHG LQ³>W@KHSXOVe of conservatism was 
PDLQVWUHDP$PHULFDQRWWKRVHRQWKHIULQJHV´6 
 Indeed, the power of the JBS as a grassroots force exposes a strict mainstream versus 
marginal FODVVLILFDWLRQ RU ³H[WUHPLVW´ OHQV DV SUREOHPDWLF IRU WKH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH
development of post-war conservatism. The John Birch Society became much more than a 
personal outlet for its founder 5REHUW:HOFK¶VSROLWLFDOIUXVWUDWLRQVDQGFRQVSLUDF\narratives. 
                                                          
5 Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 2001). 
6 Julian Zelizer, Governing America: The Revival of Political History (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2012), 72; see Nancy MacLean, Behind the Mask of Chivalry: The Making of the Second Ku Klux Klan (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1995). 
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Rather, it grew into a vocal protest movement that offered thousands of distressed and 
disillusioned conservative citizens a platform to challenge and expose what they saw as a 
sinister, collectivist attack on the U.S. constitution, American national VRYHUHLJQW\ VWDWHV¶
rights, Judeo-Christian values, individualism and free enterprise. Also, invaluable work 
performed by sociologists and investigative journalists studying the Society over the years 
and mapping its evolution have painted a picture of its typical membership that is largely 
FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK 0F*LUU¶V LPDJH RI PLGGOH FODVV JHQHUDOO\ KLJKO\-HGXFDWHG ³VXEXUEDQ
ZDUULRUV´ZKLFKVHYHUHO\XQGHUPLQHVWKHQRWLRQRIDPDUJLQDOUHDFWLRQDU\FODVVRISDUDQRLG
and mentally unstable citizens anxious about their decreasing societal status.7 
 %HVLGHV DQ DQDO\VLV RI LWV SRSXODU FRPSRVLWLRQ D ORRN DW WKH -%6¶V ³RULJLQV´ DQG
guiding influences reveals a deeper complexity, rooted in a long, conservative tradition. 
5REHUW :HOFK¶V RZQ EDFNJURXQG SURIHVVLRQDO career in the confectionery manufacturing 
industry and political development intersects with the frustrations of conservative 
Republicans who were outraged by New Deal liberal reform and felt betrayed by 
(LVHQKRZHU¶V³PRGHUQ´5HSXEOLFDQLVP:HOFKRULJLQDOly a Taft Republican and traditional 
³2OG*XDUG´FRQVHUYDWLYHKDGHVWDEOLVKHGKLPVHOIZLWKLQDQHWZRUNRI ULJKW-wing thinkers 
FRQYLQFHG WKDW ERWK PDMRU SDUWLHV KDG IDOOHQ SUH\ WR WKH ³LQWHUQDWLRQDO &RPPXQLVW
FRQVSLUDF\´WKDWKDGDOOHJHGO\HQJXOIHGWKH'HPocratic Party and thus spawned a collectivist 
EOXHSULQW IRU$PHULFDXQGHU WKHJXLVHRI1HZ'HDO DQG)DLU'HDOSURJUDPV(LVHQKRZHU¶V
tepid embrace of the activist welfare state, his appointment of Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
                                                          
7 Gene Grove, Inside the John Birch Society (Greenwich, CT: Fawcett Publications, 1961); J. Allen Broyles, The 
John Birch Society: Anatomy of a Protest (Boston: Beacon Press, 1964); Fred W. Grupp, Jr.,  SPersonal 
^ĂƚŝƐĨĂĐƚŝŽŶĞƌŝǀĞĚ&ƌŽŵDĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉŝŶƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?The Western Political Quarterly 24.1 (March 
1971), 79-83; Barbara Stone,  “dŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ PWƌŽĨŝůĞ ? ?The Journal of Politics 36.1 (February 1974), 
184- ? ? ?ůǇĚĞtŝůĐŽǆ ? “^ŽƵƌĐĞƐŽĨ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌƚŚĞKůĚZŝŐŚƚ PŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚ the 
Christian Anti-ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚƌƵƐĂĚĞ ? ?Social Science History 12.4 (Winter 1988), 429-49. 
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lukewarm support for civil rights legislation and perceived failure to achieve the rollback of 
international Communism, had driven Welch to the conclusion that a genuine conservative 
counterrevolution had to be launched from outside formal party politics. 
 Although the official line of the JBS as a tax-exempt, educational organization 
consistently ruled out political endorsements of any kind, ties with partisan politics became 
equally important, especially around %DUU\ *ROGZDWHU¶V FDSWXUH RI WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ 3arty 
convention in 1964. As Rick Perlstein, Mary Brennan, Kurt Schuparra and others have 
REVHUYHGWKH6HQDWRU¶VLOO-fated attempt to unseat Lyndon Johnson was not just a triumph for 
liberalism. The successful nomination fight dealt a crucial blow to the G23¶VPRGHUDWHDQG
liberal wings, mostly concentrated on the East Coast. At the same time, the issue of 
extremism and the John Birch Society tarnished the Republican candidate and ruined his 
chances for election. However, by looking at the run-up to the nomination, it becomes clear 
the infighting over the role of the Birchers within the party ± especially in volunteer 
organizations in California ± as well as the actual efforts of members and sympathetic 
ultraconservatives to rid the party of their political opponents, actually helped Goldwater win 
the California primary and gain enough momentum to defeat Nelson Rockefeller and 
challenge the party establishment. From the 1962 gubernatorial race in the same state, up to 
the national convention in July 1964, the -%6 EHFDPH D FOHDU WDUJHW IRU *ROGZDWHU¶V
opponents, who tried to tarnish the candidate as a political extremist. As a result, the 
%LUFKHUV¶ PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ RQO\ PRWLYDWHG WKH 6HQDWRU¶V EDFNHUV WR LQILOWUDWH WKH SDUW\
infrastructure at the grassroots level and mobilize popular support for the conservative cause 
and its representation within the Republican Party, at the expense of liberal and moderate 
factions. The result of the election may well have triggered the eventual marginalization of 
the JBS within the conservative field, but by assisting the pro-Goldwater forces in wresting 
away the party control, the Birchers made an irrevocable contribution to the overall partisan 
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realignment that emerged from the mid-1960s and helped carve out an electoral power base 
for the right.8 
 :HOFK¶VXQFRPSURPLVLQJYLHZVVWLOORIIHQGHGDQGHPEDUUDVVHGPDQ\ZKRFRQVLGHUHG
themselves conservatives, most notably William F. Buckley, Jr. and the influential National 
Review intellectuals. Concerned that the Birchers might facilLWDWHWKHYLOLILFDWLRQRI³VHULRXV´
conservatives and thus imperil their prospects at the ballot box, Buckley engineered two 
major condemnations of the JBS and its leader in a cautious attempt to reconvert its members 
to either defy Welch as leader of the Society or leave altogether. With regard to such internal 
discord, Julian Zelizer has identified a newly emerging wave of historiography on the right, 
ZKLFKSXWVDVWURQJHUIRFXVRQ³WKHGLYLVLRQVRSSRVLWLRQVWUXJJOHVDQGFRPSURPLVHV´DQG
³QXPHURXVLQWHUQDODQGH[WHUQDOREVWDFOHV´IDFHGE\SRVW-war conservatives in their attempt 
to formulate a cohesive credo and create a unified movement.9 -RQDWKDQ6FKRHQZDOG¶VZRUN
in particular has done much in dissecting the internal strife of the emerging conservative 
order. In A Time for Choosing, which focuses on the various political alliances active behind 
%DUU\*ROGZDWHU¶VFDPSDLJQDQG WKHULJKW-wing capture of the GOP, Schoenwald has 
UHFRQVLGHUHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V H[WUHPLVW ODEHO DQG VXJJHVWHG %LUFKHUV DQG QRQ-conspiratorial 
conservatives shared sufficient overlap in values and objectives to temporarily rally behind 
WKH $UL]RQDQ¶V EDQQHU DV ZHOO DV D QXPEHU RI RWKHU HOHFWRUDO DQG V\PEROLc campaigns. In 
addition, Schoenwald has suggested the JBS forced conservatives to redefine themselves and 
readjust their rhetoric to a national electorate, thus enabling politicians like Ronald Reagan, 
                                                          
8 Mary Brennan, Turning Right in the Sixties: The Conservative Capture of the GOP (Chapell Hill & London: 
University of Carolina Press, 1995), 141; Rick Perlstein, Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking 
of the American Consensus (New York: Hill and Wang, 2001). 
9 Zelizer, 87. 
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John Tower and even Richard Nixon to reinvent a pragmatic, more electable yet populist 
message that rallied conservatives while appealing to disenchanted moderates and liberals. 10 
It has become LQFUHDVLQJO\FOHDUKRZDVWULFW³H[WUHPLVW´UHDGLQJRIWKH-%6IDLOV WR
accurately assess its impact and significance. The work of McGirr and Schoenwald has led 
scholars to begin to plumb how the John Birch Society complicates the rise of the modern 
$PHULFDQULJKW6FKRHQZDOG¶VDQDO\VLVKDVIRXQGVXpport from Samuel Brenner and Darren J. 
Mulloy, who support the view thDW WKH%LUFKHUV¶DPELJXRXVUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK³UHVSHFWDEOH´
conservatives often included pragmatic collaboration as much as conflict and dissent.11 The 
latter's most recently published work, The World of the John Birch Society, illustrates a 
strong renewed interest in critical revision of the JBS as a political agent of change. Clearly 
inspired by the events surrounding the sudden rise of the Tea Party phenomenon and its anti-
government populism, Mulloy sketches a history of the JBS as an understudied organization 
that could, if only for a brief period of time, ³SLRQHHULQQRYDWLYHPRGHOVRISROLWLFDODFWLYLW\
or communication´ DQG ³HPERG\ - and give voice to - some of the central tensions or 
conflicts of the time.´12 
Mulloy's work puts forward a necessary reappraisal of the Birchers¶DPELJXRXVYDOXH
to the conservative cause, and offers a detailed analysis of how their conspiracist alarmism 
shares much common ground with the more moderate right in a time dominated by Cold War 
perspectives. Nevertheless, Mulloy illustrates the affinity between Birchism and non-
                                                          
10 Jonathan Schoenwald, A Time for Choosing: The Rise of Modern American Conservatism (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2002), 70, 125; see also ĞůŝǌĞƌ ? “ZĞƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŚĞ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨŵĞƌŝĐĂŶŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ? ?Reviews 
in American History 38.2 (June 2010), 367-92. 
11 ^ĂŵƵĞůƌĞŶŶĞƌ ? “&ĞůůŽǁdƌĂǀĞůĞƌƐ PKǀĞƌůĂƉďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ‘DĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ ?ĂŶĚ ‘ǆƚƌĞŵŝƐƚ ?ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĂƌůǇ
 ? ? ? ?Ɛ ? ? ŝŶ>ĂƵƌĂ:ĂŶĞ'ŝĨĨŽƌĚ  ?ĂŶŝĞů< ?tŝůůŝĂŵƐ ?dŚĞZŝŐŚƚ^ŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞ^ŝǆƚŝĞƐ PZĞĞǆĂŵŝŶŝŶŐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ?Ɛ
Decade of Transformation (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 83-100. 
12  D.J. Mulloy, The World of the John Birch Society: Conspiracy, Conservatism, and the Cold War (Nashville: 
Vanderbilt University Press, 2014), 2. 
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conspiracist conservative thought without equating the two, and rightfully emphasizes the 
stress Welch and his followers traditionally placed on the danger of internal subversion 
within the United States, rather than merely the external threat of international Communism. 
In this respect, Mulloy is well complemented by Claire Conner, whose memoir Wrapped in 
the Flag (2013) offers a moving and intimate view of the author growing up as the daughter 
of two prominent Birch members, Stillwell Jay and Laurene Conner. Throughout the book, 
Conner sketches her life-long struggles and idle efforts to satisfy KHU SDUHQWV¶ H[DFWLQJ
demands and conspiracist anxieties. Father Jay was a reasonably successful Chicago 
businessman and a personal friend of Welch, while mother Laurene channeled her Roman 
Catholic zeal into an unbending anti-communist and social conservative dedication to the 
entire Bircher program. The Conners, whose home ³EX]]HG with John Birch activity,´UHPDLQ
a striking illustration of the fervor, commitment and inability to compromise that has defined 
WKH6RFLHW\¶DFWLYLVPWKURXJKRXWWKHGHFDGHV13 
It seems both Conner and Mulloy have heeded the call of historian Kim Phillips-Fein 
ZKHQVKHFRQFOXGHGLQKHURYHUYLHZRIWKHKLVWRULRJUDSK\RQWKHULJKWWKDW³PRUHZRUN
LVQHHGHGRQFRQVHUYDWLYHVZKRDUHVHHQDVH[WUHPLVWVHVSHFLDOO\WKH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\´14 
Still, there are more matters to be addressed when it comes to dissecting the role and impact 
RIWKH-%6&RQQHU¶VZRUNKDVPDGHDQLQYDOXDEOHFRQWULEXWLRQDVDSHUVRQDODFFRXQWRIWKH
social and psychological dimensions of Birch activism, though it offers no academic reading 
of the Society as a national and historical phenomenon. Mulloy too, admits to the limitations 
RIKLVVWXG\DQGHPSKDVL]HVKHLVQRWRIIHULQJDQ³RUJDQL]DWLRQDOKLVWRU\´RIWKH-%6ZKLOH
                                                          
13 Claire Conner, Wrapped in the Flag: What I Learned Growing Up in America ?ƐZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ?,Žǁ/ƐĐĂƉĞĚ ?
and Why My Story Matters Today (Boston: Beacon Press, 2013), 45. 
14 Kim Phillips-&ĞŝŶ ?  “ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ P^ƚĂƚĞŽĨ ƚŚĞ&ŝĞůĚ ? ?Journal of American History 98.3 (December 2011), 
736. 
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highlighting the importance of future research tackling this question, which this thesis aims to 
address.15 
At the same time, there remains more room to connect the JBS to a number of crucial 
developments within the history of modern conservatism. For instance, it is imperative to 
trace back the common lineage of Welch and his followers and the broader conservative 
revival of the 1950s and 1960s, including business networks, partisan factions and even 
military and intelligence officials. With one exception, the first individual members Welch 
invited into the JBS were business leaders, usually heads of small to medium-sized family 
enterprises, like Fred Koch, Augereau Heinsohn or William Grede. Welch knew many of 
these men IURP WKH 1DWLRQDO &RQIHFWLRQHUV¶ $VVRFLDWLRQ DQG WKH 1DWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI
Manufacturers, where he had gained invaluable organizational experience disseminating 
right-wing propaganda and established a broad network of business contacts. In this respect, 
the thesis further interrogates the connections between grassroots conservatism and business 
sponsorship, a focus that has sparked significant interest in recent years, and seeks to connect 
the grassroots conservative dynamic with the so-FDOOHG³JUDVVWRSV´RUHOLWHEDFNHUVRIULJKW-
wing causes. 
$OVR WKH %LUFKHUV¶ HYROXWLRQ RQ FLYLO ULJKWV DQG WKH UDFH TXHVWLon, Cold War 
international relations and influence on key right-wing populist electoral campaigns 
WKURXJKRXWWKHVGHVHUYHVPRUHDWWHQWLRQWRFUHDWHDIXOOSLFWXUHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VLPSDFW
on the conservative movement. Much has been written on how the emergence of the New 
Left, radicalized civil rights and Black Power groups, as well as growing urban unrest and 
frustration with compensatory measures crucially eroded public support for civil rights and 
WKH -RKQVRQ $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V *UHDW 6RFLHW\ programs from 1965 onward. Scholarship on 
                                                          
15 Mulloy, 14; see also ZŝĐŬ WĞƌůƐƚĞŝŶ  “tŚŽ KǁŶƐ ƚŚĞ ^ŝǆƚŝĞƐ ? dŚĞ KƉĞŶŝŶŐ ŽĨ ĂĐ^ŚŽůĂƌůǇ 'ĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ 'ĂƉ ? ?
Lingua Franca 6 (May-June 1996), 30-37. 
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conservatism and race has by and large confirmed these suspicions, but scholars like Thomas 
Sugrue and Joseph Crespino have reconstructed historical narratives of powerful conservative 
challenges to civil rights and racial equality well before the late 1960s.16 Also, below the 
surface of massive resistance and white supremacism, historians like Thomas and Mary 
(GVDOODQG-RVHSK/RZQGHVKDYHXQFRYHUHG WKHVWUHQJWKRI³FRORUEOLQG´FKDOOHQJHV WRFLYLO
rights and racial equality (of outcome).17 
 :KDW PDGH WKH %LUFKHUV¶ SODFH LQ WKLV GHYHORSPHQW VLJQLILFDQW LV QRW PHUHO\ WKH
crucial timing of their emergence as a major movement, but the fact that as a national 
organization, they could connect Southern white resentment with a broader conservative 
response to civil rights, which evolved from constitutionalism and anti-communist techniques 
WRDJUHDWHUIRFXVRQVRFLDODQGHFRQRPLFLVVXHV8QFRYHULQJWKH³&RPPXQLVWKDQGV´EHKLQG
the civil rights movement quickly became one of the primary objectives of its various front 
groups, with TACT (Truth About Civil Turmoil) at the forefront. Welch was a native 
Southerner, and stressed the 1954 Brown decision as the first successful Communist attempt 
to exploit racial tensions in the South in order to gradually provoke unrest and install a 
collectivist dictatorship. However, the Society in its official writings never promoted white 
supremacy and actually defended equality of opportunity and even spontaneous 
desegregation, but instead emphasized state sovereignty and the free market as providers of 
social and racial justice. The JBS occupied a distinctive position with regard to race. On the 
one hand, it followed racial conservatives and segregationists in vehemently opposing civil 
                                                          
16 Thomas Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North (New York: 
Random House, 2008); Joseph Crespino, In Search of Another Country: Mississippi and the Conservative 
Counterrevolution. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007). 
17 Joseph E. Lowndes, From the New Deal to the New Right: Race and the Southern Origins of Modern 
Conservatism (New Haven, CT and London: Yale University Press, 2008); Thomas B. Edsall and Mary D. Edsall, 
Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights and Taxes on American Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 
1992). 
xiii 
 
 
 
rights legislation ± and gained strong support in the South as a result. On the other hand, it 
went to great lengths to publicize its own alleged racial moderation - through a circuit of 
black anti-communist speakers and even an annual scholarship offered to African American 
students - and perhaps stood closer to the libertarian position occupied by Goldwater in his 
opposition to the 1964 Civil Rights Act. What is important though, is how the Society as a 
national force helped anti-civil rights rhetoric evolve from constitutionalist and even racialist 
reservations towards issues of law and order, federalism, property rights and other 
³FRORUEOLQG´ OHQVHV WKURXJK ZKLFK WKH Uight would eventually liberal reform and economic 
redistribution. 
A close analysis of the %LUFKHUV¶ LQLWLDO SURMHFWV DQG LQWHUQDO FRPPXQLFDWLRQ also 
reveals a strong emphasis on foreign affairs. One of the first major initiatives launched by 
:HOFKXQGHUWKH6RFLHW\¶VEDQQHUZDVWKHCommittee Against Summit Entanglements, a front 
group that placed ads in local and national newspapers and gathered signatures and the 
support of prominent conservatives ± including Barry Goldwater and Bill Buckley ± against 
1LNLWD .KUXVKFKHY¶V YLVLW WR WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV LQ  +LVWRULDQV KDYH WUDGLWLRQDOO\
considerHG:HOFK¶V2OG5LJKWURRWVDQGWKH6RFLHW\¶VRSSRVLWLRQWR86PHPEHUVKLSLQWKH
United Nations as evidence of a firmly isolationist credo. More accurately, the Society joined 
emerging voices on the New Right in calling for aggressive rollback of international 
Communism, but on a unilateralist basis, i.e. avoiding foreign entanglements and 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW SROLFLHV +RZHYHU :HOFK¶V DPELJXRXV VWDQFH RQ 86 LQYROYHPHQW LQ
9LHWQDP GLG HYHQWXDOO\ FDXVH D EUHDNLQJ SRLQW ZKHUH WKH %LUFKHUV¶ failure to express 
unequivocal support for the objective of the war heralded a definitive expulsion from the 
wider conservative field. 
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1HYHUWKHOHVV LW LV LPSRUWDQW WR UHFRJQL]H WKDWHYHQ:HOFK¶V IDU-reaching conspiracy 
theories could act as a motivating force to those that were willing to join his cause. Thus, the 
6RFLHW\¶VVWUHQJWKVDQGZHDNQHVVHVSDUWLDOO\RYHUODSSHG7KHFRQWURYHUVLDOGULYHWRLPSHDFK
Earl Warren and to achieve American withdrawal from United Nations revealed that a vocal 
³PLQRULW\´ FRXOGEH HDVLO\PRELOL]HGE\ D FOHDU LI VLPSOLILHGSURJUDP%LUFKHUV¶ UHIXVDO WR
compromise with liberal or moderate forces within partisan politics eventually drove them 
RXWRIWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\DQGLQWRWKHDUPVRI*HRUJH:DOODFH¶VSRSXOLVWWKLUG-party runs 
of 1968 and 1972, where they provided much of the manpower on the ground. In the end, the 
alarmist conspiracism with which they approached the political process left them isolated, 
especially after the election of a Republican president in 1968, whom some still consider the 
³ODVWOLEHUDO´SUHVLGHQW 
Jonathan Schoenwald has observed how the defeat triggered a definitive rift between 
established conservatives, from the editors of the National Review to Goldwater himself, and 
the JBS. However, it remains equally important to stress how this rift remained relatively 
superficial at least until the 1968 election. Republican politicians like Ronald Reagan learned 
to accommodate the JBS and its fervent nationalism and alarmist rhetoric while keeping them 
sufficiently out of sight, EXW WKH 6RFLHW\¶V JUDVVURRWV WURRSV DQG LQWUD-partisan supporters 
UHPDLQHG FUXFLDO LQ DFKLHYLQJ HOHFWRUDO YLFWRULHV LQFOXGLQJ 5HDJDQ¶V in 1966. The Society 
also enjoyed a significant impact on the police review boards referendum in New York City 
during the same year, which conservative opponents handily won. The factors for the 
6RFLHW\¶V HYHQWXDO GHFOLQH ZHUH PRUH FRPSOLFDWHG WKDQ WKH *ROGZDWHU GHEDFOH :HOFK¶V
conspiratorial views on Vietnam bordered on a protest against the war, which collided 
heavily with anti-Communist sentiment and triggered the National Review¶V GHILQLWLYH
condemnation of the Society. Disillusioned with Republican efforts to keep the JBS out of the 
SDUW\ WKRXVDQGVRI%LUFKHUVIORFNHG WR*HRUJH:DOODFH¶VFDPSDLJQDQGSURYLGHG WKe 
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OLIH EORRG DQG RUJDQL]DWLRQ VNLOOV WR JHW WKH *RYHUQRU¶V FDPSDLJQ XS DQG UXQQLQJ 7KLV
brought the Society in an awkward position between the more racially inclusive principles of 
:HOFKDQGH[SOLFLWO\UDFLVWJURXSVVXFKDV:LOOLV&DUWR¶V/LEHUW\/REE\18 
 ,Q WKH HQG WKH %LUFKHUV¶ DFKLHYHPHQWV SURYHG WR EH SDUDGR[LFDO 7KH VXEVHTXHQW
election years of 1966 and 1968 showed a significant shift to the right in U.S. politics, both 
within the Republican Party and national voting patterns. This was not merely due to an 
increasingly divided left and dissent over Vietnam, but it proved conservatives had become 
more successful in undermining the once solid New Deal coalition through populist 
condemnations of lawlessness and economic redistribution. The Birchers played a part in that 
evolution. At the same time, dwindling membership numbers and an abysmal attempt to 
UHSHDW :DOODFH¶V VWURQJ  SHUIRUPDQFH IRXU \HDUV ODWHU WKURXJK WZR %LUFK-backed 
FDQGLGDWHVVXJJHVWVWKDWWKH6RFLHW\¶VHIIHFWLYHQHVVKDGVWDUWHGWRIade. The JBS continued to 
oppose the Nixon Administration with conviction, but found itself increasingly trapped and 
superfluous between an emerging neoconservative wing and militant hate groups on the far 
right. 
 Though the JBS never quite disappeared from the political radar, the part it played in 
the subsequent successes and achievements of conservatives ± such as the election of Ronald 
Reagan to the presidency ± remained relatively modest. Recent political developments 
LQFOXGLQJ WKH 7HD 3DUW\ SKHQRPHQRQ KDYH UHNLQGOHG LQWHUHVW LQ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V YDULHW\ RI
conservatism, which explains their rediscovery by academics and political pundits in recent 
years. Though the thesis focuses on their part within the modern conservative movement 
                                                          
18 See Jody Carlson, George C. Wallace and the Politics of Powerlessness: The Wallace Campaigns for the 
Presidency, 1964-1976 (New York: Transaction Publishers, 1981); Dan Carter, From George Wallace to Newt 
Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 1999). 
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from 1958 to 1968, it is clear the implications of this question stretch far beyond that 
timeframe. A study of the John Birch Society offers a fresh perspective on the gradual 
disintegration of the New Deal coalition, but also sets the stage for the persistence of 
conspiracism, scapegoating, political fundamentalism and polarization in the post-9/11 world 
DQG 2EDPD¶V $PHULFD )URP DQ RUJDQL]DWLRQDO SRLQW RI YLHZ 5REHUW :HOFK FUHDWHG D
successful model for collusion between right-wing business interests and grassroots activism 
that at present seems to provide much of the energy and resources to conservative strategies 
looking to undermine liberal reform and roll back the welfare state. 
 Finally, a word of explanation with regard to the physical structure of the thesis is in 
order. The chapters are generally organized thematically as well as chronologically, in order 
to illustrate the growth and development of the Birch group alongside crucial angles such as 
business support, race and foreign relations. They are also divided into two overarching 
sections, namely a first part which focuses on the establishment of the Society as a protest 
group, and a second part which traces the organization¶VRG\VVH\LQWRWKHDUHQDRIHOHFWRUDO
influence and ultimate expulsion or decline toward the end of the 1960s.  
 The first section consists specifically of three chapters dealing with a more ideological 
approach to the value system uniting the Birchers as they became an important force. Chapter 
1 especially IRFXVHV RQ :HOFK¶V EDFNJURXQG DQG WLHV ZLWK OLNHPLQGHG FRQVHUYDWLYH
businessmen, as well as the relevance of these connections for a proper understanding of the 
JBS as an ideological faction, while chapter 2 traces the Society's early growth and initial 
projects. While both chapters clearly illustrate the centrality of Cold War politics to the 
agenda of Welch and his followers, they emphasize a strong kinship between Bircher 
alarmism and non-conspiracist conservatism. Similarly, chapter 3, which focuses on the JBS 
and civil rights, establishes the Birchers as a surprisingly pragmatic and complex brand of 
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conservative opposition to the civil rights movement and subsequent legislative action during 
the 1950s and 1960s. While the centrality of conspiracism runs predictably throughout the 
entire first section as a key characteristic of Birchist activism, these chapters seek to connect 
the Society to wider currents of conservative thought in the period and properly contextualize 
its early growth and strength as a response to the realities of Cold War developments, both 
international and domestic. 
 The final two chapters constitute the second section of the thesis and both focus on 
the clash between the JBS as an established educational organization and electoral politics. In 
chapter 4, the presidential campaign of Barry Goldwater, essential for the development of a 
national conservative movement and the capture of the Republican Party, is used as an 
illustration of both the potential and limitations of the Society as a political recruitment pool 
and scapegoat simultaneously. In helping Goldwater secure the nomination, the Birchers 
contributed significantly to the coming of age of post-war conservatism, but found 
themselves ostracized in the process. This evolution continues throughout chapter 5, where 
the gubernatorial campaign of Ronald Reagan in California illustrates the birth of a new, 
respectable conservatism that had learned to draw from Bircher alarmism, but presented a 
safer, polished and more respectable version of the same suburban politics that had become 
so typical of JBS populist resentment. Finally, though the Birchers still demonstrated their 
usefulness in single-issue politics or in anti-establishmentarian campaigns such as George 
Wallace's 1968 run for the presidency, the election of Richard Nixon condemned the Society 
to the margins, stuck between racist and fundamentalist groups devoid of any significant 
clout.
  
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 1 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY AS PROTEST GROUP 
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Chapter 1: The Education of an Americanist: Robert Welch, Business 
Nationalism and the Founding of the John Birch Society 
 
³*HQWOHPHQ´DWDOOLVKJUD\LQJPDQLQKLVODWHILIWLHVDGGUHVVHGKLVDXGLHQFHKXGGOHGWRJHWKHU
LQDVXEXUEDQOLYLQJURRPDIHZPLOHVRXWVLGHRI,QGLDQDSROLV³\RXDUHWDNLQJSDUWLQWKH
EHJLQQLQJRIDPRYHPHQWRIKLVWRULFDOLPSRUWDQFH´7KHGDWHZDV'ecember 8, 1958. Robert 
Henry Winborne Welch, Jr., a retired fifty-nine year-old candy manufacturer and salesman 
from the affluent Boston suburb of Belmont, delivered his two-day straight private lecture 
virtually from memory, only stopping for occasional FRIIHHEUHDNV GLQQHU DQG VOHHS ³2XU
LPPHGLDWHDQGPRVWXUJHQWDQ[LHW\´KHZDUQHGKLVOLVWHQHUV³LVWKHWKUHDWRIWKH&RPPXQLVW
FRQVSLUDF\´/LWWOHRYHUDPRQWKEHIRUH:HOFKKDGZULWWHQWZHOYHRIKLVWUXVWHGIULHQGVDQG
EXVLQHVVDVVRFLDWHV³DOOPHQRI well recognized stature, unshakable integrity, proved ability, 
DQGIHUYHQWSDWULRWLVP´,QKLVOHWWHUKHKDGLQYLWHGWKHPWRWKHKRPHRID0LVV0DUJXHULWH
Dice, then-Vice-Chairwoman of the American Minute Women, at 3650 Washington 
Boulevard, IndianapolisWRGLVFXVVWKH³FROOHFWLYLVWFRQVSLUDF\´WKUHDWHQLQJWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
and the free world. ³%RWK LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\ DQG ZLWKLQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV´ WKH UHWLUHG
EXVLQHVVPDQ FODLPHG ³WKH &RPPXQLVWV DUH PXFK IXUWKHU DGYDQFHG DQG PRUH GHHSO\
entrenched than is realized by even most of the serious students of the danger among the anti-
&RPPXQLVWV´ $V D FRXQWHU LQLWLDWLYH :HOFK SURSRVHG WKH LPPHGLDWH IRXQGLQJ RI DQ
³HGXFDWLRQDO´DQG³PRQROLWKLFERG\´XQGHUKLVRZQ³SHUVRQDO FKDULVPDWLF OHDGHUVKLS´ DQG
pleaded his guests to join him in an all-out crusade against the evils of collectivism, at home 
and abroad. Out of the two-day meeting the John Birch Society was born and the transcript of 
2 
 
 
 
:HOFK¶V H[WHQVLYH VSHHFK ZRXOG HYHQWXDOO\ EH SXEOLVKHG DQG GLVWULEXWHG DV WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
Blue Book DQGVHUYHDVWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V³EDVLFELEOH´ 1 
 Although the study of the John Birch Society and the rise of modern conservatism in 
the United States contributes to an understanding of the evolution of crucial popular 
movements and demographic developments behind the rise of the New Right, the story of the 
6RFLHW\¶VIRXQGLQJXQFRYHUVDQRWKHUIDFWRU:  the influence of right-wing business networks on 
conservative activism and amalgamation. First of all, it is important to map the personal 
evolution of Welch himself, especially given his pivotal role in establishing the JBS. At the 
VDPH WLPH :HOFK¶V SROLWLFDO EDFNJURXQG LV LQH[WULFDEO\ FRQQHFWHG WR WKH VWRU\ RI
conservative business opposition to New Deal liberalism, which the retired salesman and 
many of his associates had come to reject as camouflaged Communism and radical 
subversion of American constitutional and republican values. It is this connection between 
the John Birch Society and what will be called business nationalism that defined the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶VLQFHSWLRQDQGFKDUDFWHUIURPWKHEHJLQQLQJ 
                                                          
1 Letter to T. Coleman Andrews, October 27, 1958,  John Birch Society Records, John Hay Library, Brown 
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ?Žǆ ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ ?; Robert Welch, The Blue Book of The John Birch Society (Belmont: Western 
Islands, 1959), 27th printing, 1999, xxi-xxii; the eleven men who joined Welch in Indianapolis were: T. Coleman 
Andrews, insurance and Former Commissioner of Internal Revenue of the United States; Col. Laurence E. 
Bunker, who served as personal aide to Douglas MacArthur, during Korean War and upon return to US; 
William J. Grede, former NAM President and CEO of Grede Foundries, Inc.; William R. Kent; Fred C. Koch, head 
of Rock Island Oil and Refining Company, father of libertarian billionaires Charles and David Koch; William B. 
McMillan, the first JBS member after Welch, President of Hussmann Refrigerator Company in St Louis, MO; Dr. 
Revilo Oliver, Professor of Classical Languages and Literatures at the University of Illinois; Louis Ruthenberg, 
Indiana State Chamber of Commerce President; Fitzhugh Scott; Robert W. Stoddard, First National Bank of 
Boston board of directors and President of Associated Industries of Massachusetts, and Ernest Swigert, 
founder of the Hyster Company, manufacturers of heavy equipment, and also a former president of the 
National AsƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶŽĨDĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ ?ůůďƵƚ<ĞŶƚĂŶĚ^ĐŽƚƚĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇũŽŝŶĞĚtĞůĐŚ ?Ɛ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚĂƐƐƵŵĞĚ
advisory positions on its National Council. 
3 
 
 
 
 Though the JBS would develop into a successful popular movement, the leadership 
operating from Massachusetts, including Welch himself and a number of close business 
contacts, continued to shape its agenda, direct its program and monitor its progress. 
Therefore, an analysis of the Society both as a powerful popular organization on the one hand 
and as a well-financed conservative business interest group on the other underlines the 
LPSRUWDQFHRIWKLV³JUDVVWRSV´LQWHUVHFWLRQIRUWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIPRGHUQFRQVHUYDWLVPDVD
growing political force. Also, it complicates the interpretation of the Birchers as an anomaly 
within the post-war right-ZLQJ ODQGVFDSH:HOFK¶VKLVWRU\DVD IUXVWUDWHG³2OG*XDUG´7DIW
Republican and anti-communist business leader restores the origins of the JBS to a broader, 
established American conservative genealogy, closely affiliated with inter-bellum 
nationalism, McCarthyite anti-radicalism and the classical liberal tenets of Leonard Read and 
Alfred Jay Nock. As a result, the Birch phenomenon can and should be understood as 
ideologically diverse and rooted firmly within the American conservative tradition. The anti-
FRPPXQLVPSURPRWHGE\ WKH6RFLHW\¶VSURJUDPWUDQVFHQGHG WKHDODUPLVWFRQVSLUDFLVPWKDW
would render its position within the New Right problematic, and tapped into more familiar 
opposition to the regulatory state, organized labor and internationalism. Fueled by Cold War 
paranoia, the Birchers continued the trend set by business conservatives of rejecting New 
Deal liberalism as a radical conspiracy aimed at strangling free enterprise and installing a 
collectivist dictatorship. In combination with his heavy reliance on conspiracy theories, 
Welch infused constitutionalist and classical liberal ideas into his organization, essentially 
aligning his agenda with what was simultaneously developing into fusionism and modern 
conservative thought. 
  Notwithstanding the importance of Cold War anti-communism to the inception and 
GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH -%6 D IUHVK ORRN DW WKH UROH RI :HOFK¶V EXVLQHVV QDWLRQDOLVW QHWZRUN
helps to extricate the Birchers from a too narrow reading. Even after the consensus school 
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lost much of its credibility in categorizing right-wing activism, historians have traditionally 
emphasized the connection between the Birchers and McCarthyite paranoia, or at least an 
essentially post-war political landscape. Eckard Toy, for instance, writes that WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
³LGHRORJLFDOFHQWHU UHIOHFWHG WKHSULPDU\ LQIOXHQFHRI WKH&ROG:DU´2 In his Culture of the 
Cold :DU 6WHSKHQ :KLWILHOG REVHUYHV WKDW ³HQWUHQFKLQJ LWVHOI RQ WKH PDUJLQV WKe woolly 
ORJLFRI0F&DUWK\LVPUHDFKHGLWVWHUPLQXVLQWKH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\´8QGRXEWHGO\ZLWKKLV
DODUPLVWFRQVSLUDFLVP:HOFKLQWHQGHGWRFRQWLQXHWKHWUHQGRI0F&DUWK\¶VZLWFKKXQWVDQG
subscribed to the same Manichean worldview as the late senator. Then again, as will be 
shown, much of what defined the business nationalist critique of left-wing radicalism, and by 
extension liberalism, that influenced Welch substantially, predated McCarthyism and Cold 
War anti-communist politics.3 
 7KH WHUP³EXVLQHVVQDWLRQDOLVP´ZDVFRLQHGE\ LQYHVWLJDWLYH MRXUQDOLVW&KLS
Berlet and historian Matthew Lyons in their co-authored study on right-wing populist 
movements in U.S. history. Berlet and Lyons actually identify business nationalism as a 
strong LQIOXHQFH RQ WKH -%6¶ IRXQGLQJ SULQFLSOHV DORQJVLGH ³HFRQRPLF OLEHUWDULDQLVP
DQWLFRPPXQLVP(XURFHQWULVPDQG&KULVWLDQIXQGDPHQWDOLVP´EXWRIIHUOLWWOHH[SODQDWLRQDV
to how it operates ideologically beyond a strong reliance on producerism, opposition to 
                                                          
2 ĐŬĂƌĚ s ? dŽǇ ? :ƌ ? ?  “dŚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ ^ŝĚĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ  ? ? ? ?Ɛ P dŚĞKƌŝŐŝŶƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ WĂĐŝĨŝĐ
Northwest, ?Oregon Historical Quarterly, 105.2 (Summer 2004), 283. 
3 Stephen Whitfield, The Culture of the Cold War (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1991), 41. 
Admittedly, other scholars have approached the Birch phenomenon through a more diverse lens. Brian Farmer 
ŚĂƐ ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝǌĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŝƌĐŚĞƌ ĐƌĞĞĚ ĂƐ  “Ă ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ DĐĂƌƚŚǇŝƐŵ ĂŶĚ >ŝďĞƌƚĂƌŝĂŶ ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝƐŵ ? ĂŶĚ
authors like Michael Rogin and Sheilah Koeppen have established connections to Old Guard Republicanism and 
antebellum partisan politics; Brian Farmer, American Conservatism: History, Theory and Practice (Newcastle: 
Cambridge Scholars Press, 2005), 275; Michael Rogin, The Intellectuals and McCarthy: The Radical Specter 
 ?ĂŵďƌŝĚŐĞ PD/dWƌĞƐƐ ?  ? ? ? ? ) ?^ŚĞŝůĂŚ<ŽĞƉƉĞŶ ?  “dŚĞZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ? ?The Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, 382.1 (March 1969), 73- ? ? ?ƐĞĞĂůƐŽWĞƚĞƌsŝĞƌĞĐŬ ? “dŚĞZĞǀŽůƚŐĂŝŶƐƚ
ƚŚĞůŝƚĞ ? ?ŝŶĂŶŝĞůĞůů ?ĞĚ ? ) ?The Radical Right: The New American Right (New York: Ayer, 1964), 161-83. 
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internationalism and a strong suspicion of international finance. Still, the term is interesting 
DQG XVHIXO FRQVLGHULQJ LWV FRQQHFWLRQ EHWZHHQ :HOFK¶V SURIHVVLRQDO EDFNJURXQG DQG WKH
conspiratorial rejection of internationalism that the JBS propagated. Business nationalists 
were primarily concentrated within labor-intensive industries, from oil refining to textile 
manufacturing. By default, they harbored strong anti-unionist and protectionist attitudes, 
favoring high tariffs to protect their markets from foreign competitors, which in turn put them 
at odds with international free trade policy, or as Berlet and Lyons observe, these 
conservatives ³tended to be more sympathetic to the economic nationalism of fascist 
Germany and Italy than to free-trading EnglDQG´%HLQJVWXFNEHWZHHQZRUNLQJFODVVHVDQG
political elites, they were often suspicious of government intervention in the economy ± 
unless it favors their immediate purposes ± and regarded the federal government with strong 
suspicion, especially when it granted more rights to organized labor, which they considered a 
usurpation of their paternal authority within the workplace.4 
 In the Journal of American History¶V  URXQGWDEOH RQ $PHULFDQ FRQVHUYDWLVP
historian Kim Phillips-Fein highlighted an equally important trend in scholarship, i.e. the 
study of the influence of business on right-wing causes, or ³WKHUROHRIEXVLQHVVSHRSOHDQGWKH
economic elite in building conservative institutions and developing anti-XQLRQ VWUDWHJLHV´
According to Phillips-)HLQ ³>E@XVLQHVV RSSRVLWLRQ WR ODERU DQG OLEHUalism helped generate 
ILQDQFLDOVXSSRUWIRUPDQ\RIWKHPRYHPHQW¶VLQVWLWXWLRQVDQGRUJDQL]DWLRQVLQLWVHDUO\\HDUV
while business campaigns in defense of market ideas helped shift the terms of public 
debDWH´5  Her own book, Invisible Hands, elegantly traces back the backroom influence 
ZLHOGHGE\IDPLO\W\FRRQVDVWKH'X3RQWVWR*HQHUDO(OHFWULF¶V/HPXHO%RXOZDUHDQGEHHU
                                                          
4 Chip Berlet and Matthew Lyons, Too Close for Comfort: Right-Wing Populism in America (New York: Guilford 
Press, 2000), 176, 275, 163. 
5 Kim Phillips-&ĞŝŶ ? “^ƚĂƚĞŽĨƚŚĞ&ŝĞůĚ ? ?Journal of American History, 98.3 (December 2011), 732. 
6 
 
 
 
giant Adolph Coors over the conservative cause.6 In dealing with the rise of Barry Goldwater 
in the free market-friendly Southwest, Elizabeth Tandy Shermer has revealed crucial 
³JUDVVWRSV´± i.e. connecting the high-profile business backers with the grassroots ± support 
behind the discrediting of trade unions and gradual infiltration of government by libertarian 
ideals and policy.7  By re-DSSUHFLDWLQJ ROGHU NH\ VWXGLHV OLNH 5REHUW &ROOLQV¶ DQDO\VLV RI
business opposition to the rise of Keynesianism in American governance, or Elizabeth Fones-
:ROI¶VFKURQLFOLQJRISUR-market corporate propaganda programs aimed at swaying workers, 
this burgeoning scholarship has helped take under greater scrutiny not just the figureheads of 
modern conservatism ± William F. Buckley, Jr., Barry Goldwater, Ronald Reagan ± but the 
business interests that financed the rise of the right behind the scenes. 8 
 
I. What is Good for Business: The Story of Robert Welch 
Robert Welch was born in Woodville, Chowan County, North Carolina on December 
1, 1899 to Southern Baptist farmer Robert Henry Winborne Welch, Sr. and Lina Verona 
James Welch, a schoolteacher. After a brief stint as shopkeepers, the Welches moved to a 
farm in adjacent Perquimans County named Stockton, where young Robert, first-born out of 
six children, was raised. Profiting from her own professional experience as a teacher, Mrs. 
Welch started tutoring her son early on, submersing him in elementary algebra at the age of 
                                                          
6 Phillips-Fein, Invisible Hands: The Making of the Conservative Movement from the New Deal to Reagan (New 
York: W.W. Norton & Co.), 2009. 
7 ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ dĂŶĚǇ ^ŚĞƌŵĞƌ ?  “KƌŝŐŝŶƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ ƐĐĞŶĚĂŶĐǇ P ĂƌƌǇ 'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ ?Ɛ ĂƌůǇ ^ĞŶĂƚĞ ĂƌĞĞƌ
and the De-legitimization of OrganizeĚ>ĂďŽƌ ? ?Journal of American History, 95.3 (December 2008), 678 W709. 
8 See also ĂǀŝĚtŝƚǁĞƌ ? “tĞƐƚďƌŽŽŬWĞŐůĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚŝ-ƵŶŝŽŶDŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ ? ?Journal of American History, 92.2 
(September 2005), 527 W52;; Lawrence Richards, Union-Free America: Workers and Antiunion Culture (Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 2008); and Nelson Lichtenstein and Elizabeth Tandy Shermer, eds., The Right and 
Labor in America: Politics, Ideology, and Imagination  (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press), 2012. 
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four, and in Latin at age seven. The boy turned out to be a veritable wunderkind, graduating 
from high school with ease in his early teens and making his way into the local newspapers 
by winning a prestigious essay competition on North Carolina pioneer George Durant. At the 
tender age of twelve, the child prodigy gained admission to the University of North Carolina, 
where he would pursue his nascent interests in poetry, math and chess.9 
 Three years later, the young Welch completed his studies and decided against further 
graduate study in favor of entering the job market. After brief employment as in-voice auditor 
with a local company, Welch gravitated towards a military career, as the United States 
rapidly stepped up its involvement in World War I. Joining the Navy at Annapolis with help 
from his well-connected father, he quickly rose to the rank of Midshipman, only to obtain 
leave in 1919 after the promise of military action overseas ceased to beckon. Subsequently, 
Welch turned to what would become one of his most passionate pastimes, the art of writing. 
Blessed with a keen mind and a propensity for entrepreneurship, he tried his hand at a short-
lived periodical named The Smile, featuring poems, articles and advertising space for local 
businesses. The magazine flopped and Welch spent some time writing as a syndicated 
columnist for The Raleigh News and The Observer. 
Eager for a fresh intellectual challenge, Welch moved to Massachusetts and enrolled 
at Harvard Law School, where he would be taught by Felix Frankfurter, the Harvard-
educated attorney who would go on to advise Roosevelt during his early presidency and be 
appointed to the Supreme Court in 1939. In the fall of 1921, Welch had started his third year 
at law school when he was taught a course in labor law by Frankfurter. The future Justice, in 
                                                          
9 DƵĐŚŽĨtĞůĐŚ ?ƐďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂůďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚǁĂƐƉƵďůŝĐŝǌĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƚŝĐŽƌĂƚůĞĂƐƚƵŶĐƌŝƚŝĐĂůǁƌŝƚŝŶŐƐ ?
especially through the work of Birch organizer and independent media entrepreneur George Edward Griffin, 
who was authorized by Welch to write and publish his biography  The Life and Words of Robert Welch, Founder 
of the John Birch Society (Thousand Oaks, CA: American Media, 1975). 
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favor of progressive labor legislation and recognition of the Soviet Union as early as 1919, 
and a defender, at least on legal grounds, of condemned anarchists Sacco and Vanzetti, had 
reassumed teaching at Harvard after the war ± he had taught criminal and administrative law 
before his interruption ± and had earned himself increasing hostility from moderate and 
conservative colleagues, who perceived his siding with the working classes as subversive 
radicalism and Soviet sympathies. In his laudatory biography of Welch, Griffin paints a 
SLFWXUHRIWKH\RXQJPDQ¶VUHVLVWDQFHWR)UDQNIXUWHU¶VWHDFKLQJV 
One of the fundamental points of disagreement was that Frankfurter was teaching the 
Marxist class concept of labor. He based all of his lectures on the premise that labor 
and management belonged to two unalterably opposing classes; that they were 
virtually at war with each other always; and that what was beneficial for one class was 
by and large detrimental for the other. But Robert knew enough about history by then 
to believe the whole theory to be a lie and a fraud; and clearly so in the United States 
of the 1920s.10 
)UXVWUDWHGZLWKWKHOLEHUDOOHDQLQJVRIKLVWHDFKHUVDQGPDQ\RIKLVSHHUV:HOFKLQ*ULIILQ¶V
biography, recounts falling incrementally behind on the course reading and eventually 
dropping out six months before graduation.11  
 Anxious to try his hand at a business career, Welch considered his options and settled 
on the confectionary industry. He founded the Oxford Candy Company in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and married Marian Probert in late 1922 after she finished her degree. They 
would have two sons, Hillard and Robert. Welch came up with a number of successful 
recipes, including Avalon Fudge and the well-known Sugar Daddy caramel popsicle, and saw 
his business grow substantially into the mid-1920s, PDNLQJ D SURILW ³RI RYHU D WKRXVDQG
                                                          
10 Griffin, 67-68. 
11 Gunther Gerald, Learned Hand: The Man and the Judge (New York: Knopf, 1994); Michael Parrish, "Felix 
&ƌĂŶŬĨƵƌƚĞƌ ?ƚŚĞWƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝǀĞdƌĂĚŝƚŝŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞtĂƌƌĞŶŽƵƌƚ ? ?ŝŶ Mark Tushnet, The Warren Court: In Historical 
and Political Perspective (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press), 1993, 51-63. 
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dollars per weHN´EHIRUHDGYHUVLW\VWUXFN12 In an attempt to branch out towards the Midwest, 
:HOFK¶VLQYHVWPHQWVEDFNILUHGDQGH[DFHUEDWHGE\WKHHQVXLQJ*UHDW'HSUHVVLRQDQGULVLQJ
prices of sugar, Welch was forced to look for outside capital and would eventually lose 
control of his own business by the turn of the decade. Determined to become a self-made 
millionaire, Welch repeated the endeavor, starting up two candy manufactories in 
Massachusetts and New York respectively, again with no success. In 1935, after a short stint 
ZRUNLQJ IRU DQ RXWVLGH ILUP :HOFK FXW KLV ORVVHV DQG MRLQHG KLV \RXQJHU EURWKHU -DPHV¶
candy franchise, the James O. Welch Company, where he would rise to sales manager and 
YLFH SUHVLGHQW IRU VDOHV 8QOLNH 5REHUW¶V RZQ UHSHDWHG PLVIRUWXQHV -DPHV¶V FRPSDQ\
flourished and reached an impressive sales volume, grossing over twenty million dollars a 
year. Demonstrating a greater talent for public relations, advertising and marketing strategies, 
Welch stayed at the company for over nearly twenty years, honing his public relations skills 
DQGEURDGHQLQJKLVVRFLDOQHWZRUNVRQO\WRTXLWLQ-DQXDU\³WRSXWKLVZKROHOLIHLQWR
WKHILJKWDJDLQVW&RPPXQLVP´ 13 
 Welch was an avid reader of history books and allegedly devoured John Clark 
5LGSDWK¶V HLJKW-volume History of the World (1894) at age seven. Strongly influenced by 
2VZDOG 6SHQJOHU¶V ³F\FOLFDO WKHRU\ RI FLYLOL]DWLRQV´ KH DSSOLHG KLV RZQ DYHUVLRQ WRZDUGV
³WKH FDQFHU RI FROOHFWLYLVP´ WR 6SHQJOHU¶V YLHZ RI KLVWRU\ DQG JUDGXDOO\ GHYHORSHG DQ
increasingly elaborate web of conspiracy theories, stretching back to the Bavarian Illuminati 
and the French Revolution in 18th century Europe, or even the establishment of the National 
Bank of England in 1694. Civilizations, Welch believed, rose to prominence and prosperity 
through individual initiative and moral responsibility, only to succumb to demagoguery and 
                                                          
12 Griffin, 83. 
13 op. cit., 80. 
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mob rule under the guise of democracy, instigated more often than not, by a select cabal of 
conspiring plutocrats eager to exploit the ignorance of the masses. 14 
Welch concluded the Communist conspiracy had begun to infiltrate the United States 
during the Progressive Era. Republicans Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft had 
led the executive branch to assume unprecedented powers, in combating child labor, pursuing 
and enforcing anti-trust legislation and taking revolutionary steps in regulating the booming 
free-market system that had shaped the Gilded Age. Under Taft, the federal income tax was 
established, a perpetual thorn in the side of laissez-faire conservatives. The Wilson 
Administration, risen to power due to the bitter division between the Republican ticket led by 
7DIW DQG 7KHRGRUH 5RRVHYHOW¶V ³%XOO 0RRVH´ FDQGLGDF\ RYHUVDZ WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH
Federal Reserve, perceived by conservative oppRQHQWV DV D ³EDQNLQJ FDUWHO´ RU VXEVLGL]HG
private banking system that squeezed American businesses by dictating monetary policy and 
WKXVSHUWXUELQJWKHILQDQFLDOPDUNHWV7RPDNHPDWWHUVZRUVH:LOVRQ¶VHQWU\LQWR:RUOG:DU
I and later attempts at internationalization under the umbrella of the doomed League of 
Nations further incensed isolationists and, in the wake of war and the first Red Scare of 1919-
1920, supplied frustrated opponents with a neat conspiratorial narrative, aptly illustrated in 
:HOFK¶V,ndianapolis presentation: 
When Woodrow Wilson, cajoled and guided even then by the collectivists of Europe, 
took us into the first World War, while solemnly swearing he would never do so, he 
GLG PXFK PRUH WKDQ HQG $PHULFD¶V JUHDW SHULRG RI KDSS\ DQG ZKROHVome 
independence of Europe. He put his healthy young country in the same house, and for 
a while in the same bed, with this parent who was already yielding to the collectivist 
cancer. We never got out of that house again. We were once more even put back in 
the same bed by Franklin D. Roosevelt, also while lying in his teeth about his 
intentions, and we have never been able to get out of that bed since. 15 
                                                          
14 'ĂƌǇůůĞŶ ? “dŚĞ>ŝĨĞĂŶĚŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŽĨZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? ?American Opinion, 28.3 (March 1985), 10. 
15 Welch, Blue Book, 44; on right-wing opposition to the Federal Reserve, see Elmus Wicker, The Great Debate 
on Banking Reform: Nelson Aldrich and the Origins of the Fed (Athens, OH: Ohio University Press), 2005. 
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The subsequent decade oversaw a relative rebuttal of progressive reform. The election of 
conservative RepXEOLFDQ :DUUHQ * +DUGLQJ KHUDOGHG ³D UHWXUQ WR QRUPDOF\´ LH D
rededication to laissez-faire economics and isolationist protectionism, symbolized by 
$PHULFD¶VUHIXVDOWRMRLQWKHLOO-fated League of Nations until the founding of its mid-century 
successor, the United Nations. Meanwhile, the first Red Scare had lent conservatives crucial 
firepower in quelling labor conflicts. Businesses pursued the so-FDOOHG ³$PHULFDQ 3ODQ´
approach to unions, enforcing a strictly open shop policy and, aided by the conservative 
³/RFKQHU(UD´6XSUHPH&RXUWGURYHEDFNQDWLRQZLGHXQLRQPHPEHUVKLSIURPRYHUILYHWR
under four million by the end of the 1920s. Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, the last of the 
³6\VWHPRI´5HSXEOLFDQSUHVLGHQWVUHWXUQHGWRORZWD[HVDQGVSHQGLQJ while adhering 
primarily to traditional laissez-faire values.16 
 The 1929 Wall Street Crash and ensuing Great Depression shook the political 
establishment and election of Franklin Delano Roosevelt heralded the advent of New Deal 
liberalism. Southern and Midwestern isolationist manufacturers especially distrusted 
5RRVHYHOW¶V FRVPRSROLWDQ DQJORSKLOH DQG DULVWRFUDWLF EDFNJURXQG 3XEOLF ZRUNV SURJUDPV
like the Tennessee Valley Authority competed with local employers for unskilled workers, 
many of whom African Americans formerly employed as cheap domestic workers and 
sharecroppers in the South. Liberal support for collective bargaining rights for labor unions 
under the National Labor Relations or Wagner Act alienated business nationalists as they 
found the federal government assumed an unprecedented presence in their lives and had 
XVXUSHG WKHLU ³SDWHUQDO´ DXWKRULW\ RYHU ZRUNHUV $V 1HOVRQ /LFKWHQVWHLQ KDV VKRZQ
organized labor under Roosevelt progressed from an isolated interest group to a vocal power 
bloc within the Democratic constellation. This temporarily opened the door to far leftist 
ideologies as under the leadership of Earl Browder, the American Communist Party 
                                                          
16 See Niall Palmer, The Twenties in America: Politics and History (Edinburgh: Edinburgh Press), 2006. 
12 
 
 
 
&386$ SXUVXHG LWV ³3RSXODU )URQW´ VWUDWHJ\ RI FRRSHUDWLQJ ZLWK OLEHUDO DQG VRFLDOLVW
organizers to establish a foothold in the unions, primarily the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, which had in turn effectively built an alliance with the Democratic Party by 
1940 and only heightened the perception among conspiratorial conservatives that Roosevelt 
himself stood under direct control from the Kremlin. These conspiracy theorists often refused 
to recognize the growing anticommunist segments within the solidifying New Deal coalition. 
:LWKODERURUJDQL]HUVOLNH8$:¶V:DOWHU5HXWKHUULVLQJWRQDWLRQDO prominence and leading 
the merger of the CIO and AFL in 1955 and unsuccessfully pushing for a seat at the 
FRPSDQLHV¶ ERDUG WDEOH IRU ZRUNHUV DQG WKH JXDUDQWHH RI IXOO HPSOR\PHQW DIWHU WKH :DU
inimical business nationalists increasingly perceived the New Deal as a total, socialist 
attempted takeover of the American economy.17 
 As Thomas Ferguson has argued, conservative businessmen felt threatened not just by 
WKHLQFUHDVHGFORXWRIRUJDQL]HGODERUEXWE\WKH5RRVHYHOW$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶VLQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW
pro-cartel and multinational corporatist policies as well. FDR favored free trade with Europe 
and capital-LQWHQVLYH LQGXVWULHV IRXQG 5RRVHYHOW¶V ODERU UHIRUPV HDVLHU WR VZDOORZ DV WKH
government opened up new, lucrative markets abroad and raised investments. More labor-
intensive industries, like oil, steel and textile, were more dependent on protective tariffs and 
YLHZHG WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVP ZLWK GHHS GLVWUXVW 6PDOOHU WR PLGGOH-sized 
industries, the core constituency of business nationalism, felt vulnerable and left out in the 
                                                          
17 See Nelson Lichtenstein, >ĂďŽƌ ?Ɛ tĂƌ Ăƚ ,ŽŵĞ P dŚĞ /K ŝŶ tŽƌůĚ tĂƌ // (Philadelphia: Temple University 
Press, 1982), 33; Mike Davis, Prisoners of the American Dream: Politics and Economy in the History of the U.S. 
Working Class (New York: Verso, 2000); Richard Tedlow, Keeping the Corporate Image: Public Relations and 
Business, 1900-1950 (Greenwich, CT: JAI Publishers, 1979); Howell Harris, The Right to Manage: Industrial 
Relations Policies of American Business in the 1940s (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1982). 
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rain.18 ³%XWLIWKHUHZDVDZRUOGFULVLVRI-45 consisting of world depression and world 
ZDU DQG LI LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV WKLV FULVLV FUHDWHG D QHZ GHPRFUDWLF KHJHPRQ\´ 0LFKDHO
Miles poses in The Odyssey of the American Right³ZKDWEHFDPHRI WKHSROLWLFDO losers in 
WKLVSURFHVV",QGHHGIUXVWUDWHGEXVLQHVVQDWLRQDOLVWVGLGQ¶WZDLWWRFRXQWHUDFW/LNH³SOD\HUV
LQDSRZHUJDPHZLWKDORWWRORVH´WKH\FRQFOXGHGWKH$PHULFDQSHRSOHKDGEHHQGHFHLYHG
by an opportunistic clique around, or worse behind, the President and what was needed was 
³DQDFWLYHFDPSDLJQRIHGXFDWLRQ´ 19  
3HUKDSV WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW RI HDUOLHU ³UH-HGXFDWLRQ´ FDPSDLJQV ZDV WKH $PHULFDQ
Liberty League, founded in 1934, partially out of the successful Association Against the 
Prohibition Amendment. The League was funded by a handful of businessmen, among which 
WKH EXVLQHVV QDWLRQDOLVW 'X3RQW EURWKHUV DQG KHDGHG E\ EXVLQHVV ³HGXFDWRUV´ OLNH -RXHWW
Shouse and Joseph Howard Pew, the Sun Oil billionaire who would fund a plethora of right-
wing causes through his Pew Charitable Trust and become a key advisor and financial backer 
to Welch. Founded as a "nonpartisan organization founded to defend the Constitution and 
defend the rights and liberties guaranteed by that Constitution," the League distributed 
WKRXVDQGV RI SDPSKOHWV XVXDOO\ UDGLR WUDQVFULSWV DFFXVLQJ WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI ³VRFLDOLVW
VXEYHUVLRQ´ DQG DWWHPSWLQJ D ³QHDU IDVFLVW WDNHRYHU´ RI DJULFXOWXUH HGXFDWLRQ DQG WKH
economy at large. Its officLDO³PLVVLRQ´ZDV 
to teach the necessity of respect for the rights of persons and property as fundamental 
to every form of government...to teach the duty of government, to encourage and 
protect individual and group initiative and enterprise, to foster the right to work, earn, 
                                                          
18 dŚŽŵĂƐ &ĞƌŐƵƐŽŶ ?  “/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů ŽŶĨůŝĐƚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ŽŵŝŶŐof the New Deal: The Triumph of Multinational 
>ŝďĞƌĂůŝƐŵŝŶŵĞƌŝĐĂ ? ?ŝŶ^ƚĞǀĞ&ƌĂƐĞƌĂŶĚ'ĂƌǇ'ĞƌƐƚůĞ ?ĞĚ ? ) ?The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-
1980. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989, 3- ? ? ? ƐĞĞ ĂůƐŽ &ĞƌŐƵƐŽŶ ?  “&ƌŽŵ EŽƌŵĂůĐǇ ƚŽ EĞǁ Ğal: 
/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů ^ƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ ? WĂƌƚǇ ŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ ? ĂŶĚ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ WƵďůŝĐ WŽůŝĐǇ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ 'ƌĞĂƚ ĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ ? ?International 
Organization, 38.1 (Winter 1984), 41-94. 
19 Michael Miles, The Odyssey of the American Right (New York: Oxford University Press, 1980), viii. 
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save and acquire property, and to preserve the ownership and lawful use of property 
when acquired.20 
The problem with the League however lay in the public perception that it was an exclusively 
business class operation. Though it reached a membership of over 100,000 by 1936, two-
thirds of its contributions came from a small group of thirty wealthy businessmen. By the 
election of that year, the Roosevelt campaign for reelection had successfully depicted the 
League as an elitist band of reactionary capitalists, keen merely on rolling back the New Deal 
UHIRUPV 1LFNQDPHG WKH ³0LOOLRQDLUHV¶ &OXE DPRQJ RSSRQHQWV WKH /HDJXH ZDV TXLFNO\
turned into the whipping-boy of the rLJKW DQG 5RRVHYHOW¶V SRSXOLVW GHQRXQFHPHQWV RI WKH
³HFRQRPLFUR\DOLVWV´WKDWWKUHDWHQHGWKHQDWLRQ¶VSURVSHULW\LPSOLFLWO\OLQNHGWKH5HSXEOLFDQ
QRPLQHH$OI /DQGRQ¶V FDPSDLJQZLWK WKH /HDJXH5RRVHYHOWZRQ UHHOHFWLRQ LQ D ODQGVOLGH
and by 1940, the League had all but dissolved. 21 
  At the same time, the conservative rebellion was gaining momentum, as well as 
resources and mobilization capacity. A deep recession in 1937-38 stalled recovery and the 
New Deal was losing traction. At the 1938 midterm election, the Republican Party gained no 
less than eighty-one seats in the House of Representatives and six in the Senate. Though still 
a minority, conservative Republicans were now strong enough to forge a congressional 
coalition with conservative ± and often Southern - Democrats to block much of the 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V OHJLVODWLRQ6RPHRI WKHFRQVHUYDWLYHV¶YLFWRULHV LQ WKHth Congress were 
the watering down of the proposed Full Employment Bill to the Employment Act, as well as 
the politically restrictive Hatch and Smith Acts. One of the freshmen was future Senate 
                                                          
20 FƌĞĚĞƌŝĐŬZƵĚŽůƉŚ ? “dŚĞŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ>ŝďĞƌƚǇ>ĞĂŐƵĞ ? ?The American Historical Review, 56.1 (October 1950), 19-
33; see also George Wolfskill, The Revolt of the Conservatives: A History of the American Liberty League, 1934-
1940 (Wesport: Greenwood, 1974). 
21  “WĂƌƚŝƐĂŶŝŵĞŶŝĞĚďǇ>ŝďĞƌƚǇ>ĞĂŐƵĞ ? ?New York Times, April 20, 1936, 13; see also Phillips-Fein, Invisible 
Hands, 50; Fones-Wolf, Selling Free Enterprise: The Business Assault on Labor and Liberalism, 1945-60 
(Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1995), especially chapters 1 and 2. 
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Majority Leader Robert Alonso Taft, son of former President and Chief Justice William 
Howard Taft and would-EHFKDPSLRQRIWKHFRQVHUYDWLYH5HSXEOLFDQIDFWLRQ'XEEHG³0U
5HSXEOLFDQ´ 7DIW IDPRXVO\ GLVPLVVHG 5RRVHYHOW¶V OHJLVODWLYH SXUVXLWV DV ³1HZ 'HDO
6RFLDOLVP´DQGEHFDPHRQHRI5REHUW:HOFK¶Vsources of political inspirations.22 
One of the strongest business nationalist organizations in opposition to the New Deal 
and influential to Welch, was beyond any doubt the National Association of Manufacturers, a 
nationwide organization of mostly medium-sized, labor-intensive business directors 
PRELOL]LQJUHVRXUFHVDQGOREE\LQJDJDLQVWOLEHUDOUHIRUPV'XEEHGWKH³VKRFNWURRSEULJDGH´
of the American business community, the NAM had been inimical towards the Roosevelt 
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V JUDGXDO HPEUDFe of Keynesian economics translated into his New Deal 
legislation from the start, especially the National Industrial Recovery Administration and pro-
labor policies. In cooperation with numerous executives, including Howard J. Pew of Sun Oil 
and the American Liberty League, the NAM produced and distributed thousands of anti-
FRPPXQLVW SDPSKOHWV OLQNLQJ 5RRVHYHOW¶V ³DQWL-FDSLWDOLVW´ SROLFLHV ZLWK /HQLQLVP DQG
accusing the administration of guiding America down the road to socialism.23 
Consisting mostly of domestic-oriented, labor-intensive producers of primary goods, 
WKH 1$0¶V OHDGHUVKLS VWHHUHG WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ ZHOO WR WKH ULJKW RI RWKHU EXVLQHVV OREE\
groups like the moderate Committee for Economic Development and the Chamber of 
Commerce. More than anything, the NAM proved an excellent training ground for hard-
nosed business nationalists, building networks through media campaigns and fundraisers 
across the nation. From 1934 to 1937, its public relations budget skyrocketed from $36,000 to 
a staggering $800,000. It campaigned hard against war-time price controls, spending over $3 
                                                          
22 Miles, 3; see also James Patterson, Mr. Republican: A Biography of Robert A. Taft (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1972). 
23 Rudolph, 19-33. 
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PLOOLRQ-+RZDUG3HZRQHRI:HOFK¶VIXWXUHEDFNHUVXVHGWKH1$0WRIRXQGDQGLQILOWUDWH
a series of organizations, from the Harding College to Junior Achievement and Spiritual 
Mobili]DWLRQ 7KH 1$0 ILQDQFLDOO\ VXSSRUWHG /HRQDUG 5HDG¶V OLEHUWDULDQ )RXQGDWLRQ IRU
Economic Education and the Mont Pélerin Society, which bridged the gap between American 
and European individualists and helped publicize Austrian economist Friedrich Hayek in the 
8QLWHG6WDWHV$IWHU5RRVHYHOW¶VGHDWKWKH1$0FRQWLQXHGLWVRSSRVLWLRQWR+DUU\7UXPDQ¶V
Fair Deal programs and lobbied extensively for the passage of the Taft-Hartley Act of 1947, 
which made profound amendments to the New Deal-era Wagner Act and curbed organized 
ODERU¶VFROOHFWLYHEDUJDLQLQJSRZHUV 24 
Isolationists and business nationalists both in and beyond Congress had fiercely 
UHVLVWHG$PHULFD¶VHQWU\LQWR:RUOG:DU,,QRWLQWKHOHDVWWRNHHSWKH86RXWRIHQWDQJOLQJ
alliances and keep the government from opening new markets abroad and expanding its 
regulatory apparatus at home. One such mechanism was the Office of Price Administration, 
on which Welch would serve briefly, as well as on the War Production Board, as a 
representative of the candy manufacturing industry. By that time, Welch had become an 
LQIOXHQWLDOVSRNHVPDQIRUWKH1DWLRQDO&RQIHFWLRQHUV¶$VVRFLDWLRQDQGKDGSXEOLFO\DSSHDUHG
at an NCA event pleading the president to drop price controls on sugar and stop the 
cartelization of the LQGXVWU\ ,Q  WKH 1&$¶V &DQG\ ,QGXVWU\ PDJD]LQH ZRXOG DZDUG
:HOFKLWVDQQXDO.HWWOHDZDUGRU³FDQG\2VFDU´IRUKLVZDU-time political lobbying efforts.25 
                                                          
24 Fones-Wolf, 34, Jonathan Soffer,  “dŚĞ DŝůŝƚĂƌŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ? ?The Business History 
Review, 75.4 (Winter 2001), 781-2; Robert Collins, The Business Response to Keynes, 1929-1964 (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1981): 47-9; see also James Patterson, "A Conservative Coalition Forms in Congress, 
1933 W1939,  ? The Journal of American History, 52.4 (March 1966), 757 W72. 
25 'ĂƌǇ ůůĞŶ ?  ? ? ? ?  “ĂŶĚǇ DĞŶ ^ĞĞŬ h ?^ ? ŝĚ ŽŶ ^ƵŐĂƌ P 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ ƐŬĞĚ ƚŽ ƐƐƵƌĞ ŵƉůĞ ^ƵƉƉůǇ ? WƌŝĐĞ
^ƵŝƚĂďůĞĨŽƌ/ŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ ?ŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ ? ?New York Times, June 23, 1948. 
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In December of 1950, sales manager Welch joined the board of directors of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, on which he would serve for seven years, plus three 
years as Regional Vice President and chairman of the Educational Advisory Committee. 
Under his auspices, the committee lobbied against tax-funded public education, a position 
enshrined in a brochure titled This We Believe About Education, in which Welch had had a 
PDMRU KDQG $V * (GZDUG *ULIILQ REVHUYHV ³>L@W ZDV WKLV FRQFHUQ IRU HGXFDWLRQ ZKLFK
served later as part of his motivation for the founding of The [sic] John Birch Society; and it 
was this NAM service which provided the personal associations which gave that fledgling 
RUJDQL]DWLRQDQHDUO\SUHVWLJHLWRWKHUZLVHZRXOGQRWKDYHKDG´1RWRQO\ZRXOGKLVVHUYLFH
with the NAM assist Welch in constructing a web of influential likeminded businessmen, like 
then-NAM President Bill Grede and J. Howard Pew, it also helped him solidify his notions of 
individual responsibility and laissez-faire economics. 26 
Thanks to his growing business nationalist network, Welch grew increasingly vocal 
and DGHSW DW H[SUHVVLQJ KLV OLEHUWDULDQ YLHZV ,Q  KDYLQJ OHG KLV EURWKHU¶V FRPSDQ\¶V
sales department for a half decade, he authored The Road To Salesmanship, a free market 
manifesto, warning against underproduction in a collectivist system instead of a system of 
abundance in a consumer-GULYHQ IUHH HFRQRP\ ,QYRNLQJ (GZDUG %HOODP\¶V IDPRXV 
utopian novel Looking Backward: 2000-1887 :HOFK WXUQHG WKH ERRN¶V V\QRSVLV DJDLQVW
itself, arguing Americans might one day wake up to find themselves in a dystopian socialist 
society bereft of capitalist incentive and individual enterprise. In order to overcome these 
WKUHDWV :HOFK LQVLVWHG WUXH LQGLYLGXDOLVW $PHULFDQV QHHGHG WR ³UH-HGXFDWH´ WKHLU GXSHG
liberal counterparts and so wage a war against paramount ignorDQFH³RUDJDLQVWWKHschemes 
                                                          
26 Griffin, 111-2. 
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of spellbinders who know that they are feeding the people chimeras in exchange for 
SRZHU´27 
Over time, Welch was becoming a well-known and much sought-after public speaker, 
and started delivering a number of speeches on the subject. Arguing fiercely against price 
controls, subsidies and other government-sponsored initiatives, he began to coat his 
OLEHUWDULDQYLHZVLQWRDQLQFUHDVLQJO\FRQVSLUDWRULDOIUDPHZRUNZDUQLQJDJDLQVW³WKHFDQFHU
of state socialism firmly and permanently into our economic system. This old-age disease of 
collectivism was spreading in America, not EHFDXVH RI QDWXUDO SURFHVVHV´ :HOFK DUJXHG
³EXW EHFDXVH LW ZDV EHLQJ LQMHFWHG DUWLILFLDOO\ LQWR WKH \RXQJ ERG\ E\ SHRSOH ZKRVH YHU\
purpose was to weaken and deVWUR\´,QVSHDNLQJEHIRUH,QGXVWU\/HDGHUV¶&RQIHUHQFH
sponsored by Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, he thundered:  
It is no secret that there is a war going on, nor that this one is a world-wide war. It is 
between collectivism and individualism. It is being waged on a great many fronts. In 
the field of commerce and industry the battle is between free-enterprise and state 
socialism. In religion it is between freedom of worship and suppression. In politics it 
LV EHWZHHQ WKH SHRSOH¶V RZQHUVKLS RI WKH JRYHUQPHQW DQG WKH JRYHUQPHQW¶V
ownership of the people. In sociology it is between self-reliance and dependence on a 
welfare state. In international relations it is between a brutally aggressive tyranny and 
the remains of an independent civilization. 28 
More than ever, Welch reasoned, the time had come to act. As an Old Right Republican, 
Welch decided to throw his towel into the ring. As early as 1946, he volunteered to support 
Republican Robert Bradford in his bid for Governor of Massachusetts. Though Bradford was 
no hard-line conservative like Welch ± he advocated and implemented federal housing 
scheme for veterans and would go on to lead Planned Parenthood after his tenure ± Welch 
was anxious enough to unseat Democratic incumbent Maurice Tobin, future Secretary of 
Labor under Truman and a proponent of New Deal and Fair Deal programs. Bradford secured 
                                                          
27 Robert Welch, The Road to Salesmanship (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1941); quoted in Griffin, 
114; my emphasis. 
28 Op.cit., 135-9. 
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his election and Welch was rewarded with the vice-chairmanship of the Massachusetts 
Republican Financial Committee two years later. In 1950, he decided to pursue his own path 
LQWR SXEOLF RIILFH E\ UXQQLQJ IRU /LHXWHQDQW *RYHUQRU ³7KH 5HSXEOLFDQ 3DUW\´ KH ZDV
FRQYLQFHG³LVWKHRQHSUDFWLFDODQGSRVVLEOHLQVWUXPHQWDOLW\WRDFFRPSOLVKWKLVUHWXUQWRPRUH
honesty in government and more common sense in our economic WKLQNLQJ´29  He found 
KLPVHOI UDLOLQJ DJDLQVW 7UXPDQ¶V SURSRVHG KHDOWKFDUH UHIRUPV FRPSDULQJ them WR 6WDOLQ¶V
WDFWLFVRIRSSUHVVLRQDQGZURWHLQKLVIXQGUDLVLQJOHWWHUWKDW³>W@KHIRUFHVRQWKHVRFLDOLVWVLGH
amount to a vast conspiracy to change our poliWLFDO DQGHFRQRPLFV\VWHP´30 Welch ran an 
impressive primary campaign, finishing second out of six contestants, losing eventually by 
100,000 votes to shoo-in candidate Laurence Curtis, a Boston lawyer who would eventually 
lose the general election but win a seat in the House of Representatives in 1952. The fight 
ZDVQRWRYHU:HOFKGHFLGHG³6RIDUDV,¶PFRQFHUQHGWKLVFUXVDGHKDVMXVWVWDUWHG´31 
On February 9, 1950, Joseph McCarthy, famously claimed to hold in his possession a 
list of ³PHPEHUV RI WKH &RPPXQLVW 3DUW\ DQG PHPEHUV RI D VS\ ULQJ´ DFWLYH ZLWKLQ WKH
IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW DQG HVSHFLDOO\ WKH 6WDWH 'HSDUWPHQW 0F&DUWK\¶V LPPDFXODWH WLPLQJ
launched America into a full-blown Communist witch hunt from Hollywood to the U.S. 
military. The execution of alleged nuclear spies Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and the exposure 
of State Department official Alger Hiss by former radical Whittaker Chambers, which would 
propel  junior Senator Richard Nixon of California into the vice presidency, definitely fueled 
the period's paranoid zeitgeist. McCDUWK\ DQG KLV DOOLHV WXUQHG WKH K\VWHULD RQWR 7UXPDQ¶V
administration, accusing state officials of high treason. In his $PHULFD¶V 5HWUHDW )URP
                                                          
29 Griffin, 151. 
30 Op. cit., 155. 
31 Op. cit., 160; see also  “>ĂƵƌĞŶĐĞƵƌƚŝƐ ? ? ? ?&ŽƌŵĞƌ,ŽƵƐĞDĞŵďĞƌŝĞƐ ? ?New York Times, July 13, 1989, 8; 
see Vincent A. Lapomarda, The Boston Mayor Who Became Truman's Secretary of Labor: Maurice J. Tobin and 
the Democratic Party (New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 1995). 
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Victory, McCarthy pointed the finger at George Marshall for letting China fall into the hands 
of the Maoists in wKDWVHHPHG³DFRQVSLUDF\VRLPPHQVHDQGDQLQIDP\VREODFNDVWRGZDUI
DQ\SUHYLRXVYHQWXUHLQWKHKLVWRU\RIPDQ´32 
 Welch, who agreed with McCarthy's witch hunt tactics, followed suit and embarked 
upon a number of visits abroad to test his suspicions of international subversion. In 1946 he 
made a brief visit to the United Kingdom in order to analyze the new Labour government that 
had ousted the Conservative Party of Winston Churchill. It would become the basic 
LQVSLUDWLRQ IRU RQH RI KLV EHVW NQRZQ VSHHFKHV ³$ %XVLQHVVPDQ /RRNV $W (QJODQG´ DQG
confirmed his view that Western Europe had gone irrevocably down the road to socialism, 
which made the Marshall Plan all the more absurd for him. On Eastern Europe, he echoed 
DFFXVDWLRQV RI ³:HVWHUQ %HWUD\DO´ WRZDUGV 86 6WDWH 'HSDUWPHQW RIILFLDOV DQG HYHQ IXOO-
IOHGJHG WUHDVRQ LQ ³VXUUHQGHULQJ´ WKH (DVW WR 0RVFRZ :KLOH LQ :HVW *HUPDQ\ LQ 
Welch won a brief audience with Konrad Adenauer, to whom he claimed to have found proof 
of these allegations as the Soviets had only just violently crushed the Hungarian revolution 
just 600 miles away.33 The year before, Welch had traveled to East Asia, in support of 
Korean strongman Syngman Rhee and obtaining from him a letter ± pre-written by Welch 
and signed by Rhee ± to congratulate him on his Americanist course. An actual letter from 
Rhee dated March 6, 1956 followed with repeated encouragements. In Taiwan and Hong 
Kong, he met with generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, whose wife had gone to the same college 
as Mrs. Welch. In 1965, they would meet again and when Mrs. Kai-shek asked Welch to talk 
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Combating the Enemy Within: 1830-1970 (Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 1990); Thomas 
Reeves, The Life and Times of Joe McCarthy: A Biography (Madison: Madison Books, 1982), 116 W119. 
33 Griffin, 124, 186. 
21 
 
 
 
to her two nephews who were on vacation from Berkeley, he reportedly concluded to his 
dismay that, like so PDQ\³YLFWLPL]HG\RXQJ$PHULFDQV´WKHQHSKHZVKDGVZDOORZHG³OHWKDO
doses of socialist-FRPPXQLVWSURSDJDQGD´DWWKHLQVWLWXWLRQ34 
 Becoming increasingly convinced through his travels that the United States 
government and the State Department in particular, had intentionally refrained from stopping 
the Communists overseas, Welch started writing his first major political work, echoing 
$UWKXU%OLVV /DQH¶V I Saw Poland Betrayed DQG -RH0F&DUWK\¶V $PHULFD¶V5HWUHDW
From Victory (1951), two works that have been high up on Birch reading lists and bookstore 
VKHOYHV VLQFH WKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V LQFHSWLRQ7XUQLQJ WRZDUGV WKH .RUHDQ :DUDQG7UXPDQ¶V
stand-off with General Douglas MacArthur, Welch echoed the Republican right in that 
7UXPDQ¶VGHFLVLRQWRFDOOEDFNMacArthur proved the pusillanimous and flawed approach of 
containment. In addition, he accused State Secretary Dean Acheson of willfully keeping 
Americans from pushing back the Chinese and North Koreans armies in compliance with 
orders handed down from Moscow. The book was titled May God Forgive Us, and 
distributed by conservative publisher Henry Regnery in 1952. 
'HWHUPLQHG WR H[SRVH DQG VWRS WKH ³FRQVSLUDWRULDO KDQGVEHKLQG WKHXQQDWXUDO SXVK
WRZDUG FROOHFWLYLVP LQ $PHULFD´ :HOFK WXUQHG WR FRQVHUYDWLYH FKampion Taft, who had 
announced his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination to the 1952 election. 
Future Bircher and then-president of the NAM, Bill Grede, publicly endorsed Taft as early as 
December 1951, citing inflation, price and wage controls, and balancing the budget as the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶VPDLQFRQFHUQVDQGFRPPHQGLQJERWK7DIWDQG:LVFRQVLQ6HQDWRUDQGDODUPLVW
UHGEDLWHU -RVHSK 0F&DUWK\ IRU PDNLQJ ³D JUHDW FRQWULEXWLRQ WR WKH $PHULFDQ LGHD´ E\
aggressively cracking down on domestic Communists. Welch enthusiastically founded a local 
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Campaign Committee on March 20, 1951 and endeavored to be a Republican convention 
delegate pledged to Taft, while being elected to the Belmont School Committee in the 
meantime. Though Welch disagreed with Taft on issues like foreign aid and federal aid to 
housing, he campaigned ardently for the Ohio senator, buying airtime on local radio stations 
and denouncing liberals and moderates in both parties on domestic spending as well as 
foreign mishaps. 35 
The year 1952 proved a disappointment for Welch. Not only did he lose his 
convention delegate bid, but the conservative Republican camp saw its champion vanquished 
DWRQHRIWKHPRVWFRQWURYHUVLDOQDWLRQDOFRQYHQWLRQVLQWKHSDUW\¶VKLVWRU\7KH(LVHQKRZHU
FDPS¶V³)DLU3OD\´VFKHPHFRVW7DIWFUXFLDOVRXWKHUQGHOHJDWHVDQGRQFHPRUHLWVHHPHGWKH
³PRGHUQ´5HSXEOLFDQVRU(DVWHUQ(VWDEOLVKPHQW ³NLQJPDNHUV´KDG WLOWHG WKH WDEOHV LQ WKHLU
favor. In the Blue Book, Welch would point out this moment as the turning point when 
AmeULFD FRXOG QR ORQJHU EH VDYHG E\ WKH PDLQVWUHDP SDUWLHV VLQFH ³WKH nomination was 
VWROHQ IURP %RE 7DIW´36 As a reconciliatory gesture, Dwight Eisenhower invited Taft to 
Morningside Heights and spoke on the promises his administration would keep to the 
conservative base, pledging to roll back the Soviet gains abroad and cutting taxes 
domestically. He would, in KLVRZQZRUGVFRQWLQXHWR³ILJKWFUHHSLQJGRPHVWLFVRFLDOLVPLQ
HYHU\ILHOG´However, when Eisenhower rose to power, he invariably angered conservatives 
by falling short on his rollback strategies and continuing, even expanding, the New Deal-era 
welfare state whilst embracing commercial Keynesianism and an activist fiscal policy. 37 
Anti-internationalists like Welch were further alienated when a series of constitutional 
DPHQGPHQWV WR FXUE WKH H[HFXWLYH EUDQFK¶V SRZHU WR IRUP WUHDWLHV ZLWK IRUHLJQ SRZHUV
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collectively referred to as the Bricker Amendment, were ultimately defeated. Welch was 
incensed by a seeming threat to national sovereignty in the form of multilateral treaties and 
organizations such as United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration and foreign 
relief programs enacted under the Marshall Plan. He believed the United Nations to be a 
Soviet scheme for one-world-government and on the defeated Bricker Amendment, he 
FODLPHG³$QDVVRFLDWLRQIRUWKH%ULFNHU$PHQGPHQWLVLQUHDOLW\DQDVsociation against the 
VRFLDOLVWIRUFHVLQWKHFRQWURORIRXUGDLO\OLYHV´ 38 
 ,Q:HOFKIRXQGIXUWKHU³SURRI´RIEHWUD\DORIWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHFDXVHZLWKLQWKH
GOP. When the Supreme Court, headed by Eisenhower appointee and modern Republican 
Earl Warren, handed down its landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision and outlawed 
racial school segregation, conservatives and southern segregationists felt intruded upon by the 
federal government. At the same time, it sparked an ongoing civil rights struggle for equal 
rights and desegregation, causing turmoil nationwide and fierce backlash in the South. 
:HOFKDQDWLYH6RXWKHUQHUDQG ILHUFHSURSRQHQWRI VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV DJDLQZDVFRQYLQFHG WKH
Communists were behind the scheme. In February 1956, he started his own monthly journal, 
2QH 0DQ¶V 2SLQLRQ $Q ,QIRUPDO 5HYiew, which would be renamed American Opinion in 
1957 and eventually become the JBS flagship journal. In September 1956, Welch wrote in 
OMO: 
For rising racial bitterness is the finest grist the Communists have yet been able to 
obtain for their American mill >«@7KHLQFUHDVLQJVFKLVPVZLWKLQ3URWHVWDQWVHFWVWKH
JURZLQJ GRXEWV RI HDFK RWKHU¶V JRRG ZLOO EHWZHHQ &DWKROLFV DQG 3URWHVWDQWV WKH
rising intolerance by Christians of Jews and animosity of Jews toward Christians, and 
now the darkening storm of activated hatred between white people and colored people 
± WKHVHWKLQJVDUHQ¶Wjust happening by chance DQGWKH\GLGQ¶WOLNH7RSV\just grow 
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up. They have been carefully planned, subtly fomented, cleverly nourished, and raised 
to tremendous forces of disruption by the Communist conspirators and the misguided 
dupes and allies who have been cued and egged on by them.39 
Welch argued that Communists weren't after desegregation EXW GLVRUGHU DQG FKDRV ³:H
should never forget that the Hegelian philosophical base of Communism is conflict. 
Communists believe that without conflict there can be no progress. Conflict is essential to 
WKHLUSODQDQGWKDWJRHVIRUFRQIOLFWVZLWKLQWKHLUUDQNVDVZHOO´,QDGGLWLRQLQKLV³$/HWWHU
WRWKH6RXWKRQ6HJUHJDWLRQ´:HOFKDFFXVHG the liberal sociologists and psychologists who 
LQIOXHQFHG WKH FRXUW¶V UHDVRQLQJ *XQQDU 0\UGDO DQG )UDQNOLQ )UD]HU RI FRPPXQLVW
associations.40 
During a 1954 road trip returning the annual NAM Congress of Industry in New York 
City to have lunch with FEE founder Leonard Read, Welch and J. Howard Pew, Nelson 
6KHSKHUGDQG-RKQ%URZQGLVFXVVHG(LVHQKRZHU¶VSROLFLHVZKHQ:HOFK LQVLVWHGKHZDV D
Communist stooge. His companions were so taken aback that they asked him to write down 
his thoughts into a private, mRUHHODERUDWHOHWWHUZKLFKKHGLG,QLWKHZRXOGFRQFOXGH³>W@KH
expansion of Social Security under Eisenhower [...] has been as rapid as Norman Thomas or 
HYHQ(DUO%URZGHUFRXOGSRVVLEO\KDYHDVNHG´41 The unpublished letter gained widespread 
notoriety in the early 1960s when its most infamous quote was reproduced all over the media 
ODQGVFDSH ³0\ ILUP EHOLHI WKDW 'ZLJKW (LVHQKRZHU LV D GHGLFDWHG FRQVFLRXV DJHQW RI WKH
Communist conspiracy is based on an accumulation of detailed evidence so extensive and so 
SDOSDEOH WKDW LW VHHPV WRPHWRSXW WKLVFRQYLFWLRQEH\RQGDQ\UHDVRQDEOHGRXEW´42  Edited 
and published in 1964 to clear up the controversy, Welch carefully rephrased his allegation in 
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The Politician: ³&RXOG (LVHQKRZHU UHDOO\ EH VLPSO\ D VPDUW SROLWLFLDQ HQWLUHO\ ZLWKRXW
principles and hungry for glory, who is only the tool of Communists? The answer is yes. 
With the benefit of comments from friends who have read earlier versions of this document, I 
haYHPDGHWKLVUHYLVLRQRIWKHPDQXVFULSWIURPWKDWSRLQWRIYLHZ´ 43 
 With the deaths of Senators Taft and McCarthy in the mid-50s, Welch found himself 
at a loss in the (modern) Republican realm and started advocating radical alternatives: 
³8QOHVV WKHDFWXDl battle is thrust on us before we can reach it, if there is still time left for 
saving the country or strengthening our core of resistance by political processes, we are going 
WRFRPHWRPXVWKDYHDQGFDQKDYHDWKLUGSDUW\´KHDQQRXQFHGLQODWH44 Failing to 
acquire enough sufficient support, he turned away from mainstream politics and decided the 
system had been too penetrated by Communists to be of any use to his purposes. Again, 
Welch dug into the archives, seeking to expose the overarching conspiracy threatening the 
American way. California Senator William Knowland, a fellow conservative, had granted 
Welch access to the files of a Congressional investigating committee. There he stumbled 
upon a fellow Southern Baptist named John Birch, an army Captain and missionary to China 
from Macon, Georgia. After the end of World War II, Birch had been killed by Communists 
DQG WKH 86 JRYHUQPHQW KDG QRW GLVFORVHG WKH QDWXUH RI %LUFK¶V GHPLVH WR WKH SXEOLF
Sufficient proof of illicit government activities and the first symbolic victim of the Cold War, 
Welch decided to publish his story, The Life of John Birch in 1954. In Birch, Welch had 
found his martyr and a symbolic victim of the giant conspiracy that had engineered the 
Communist takeover of mainland China.45 
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II. Laying the Foundations: The John Birch Society Established 
By the late 1950s, Welch was well respected as a conservative speaker, author and 
fundraiser. In October 1959, a Right-to-Work rally featuring William Buckley was partially 
dedicated in his honor. Many business nationalists affiliated with the NAM or the FEE knew 
him personally and subscribed to his writings. Celebrated anti-communist Willi Schlamm and 
celebrated libertarian intellectual Ludwig von Mises wrote for his 2QH0DQ¶V2SLQLRQ. The 
ubiquitous J. Howard Pew sat on American Opinion Editorial Advisory Committee, as did 
former Navy Secretary and New Jersey Governor Charles Edison, former Utah Governor J. 
Bracken Lee and initially, von Mises himself. He had met Barry Goldwater on several 
RFFDVLRQV DQG FRQWULEXWHG WR WKH $UL]RQD 6HQDWRU¶V ZDU FKHVW E\ UDLsing over $2,000 in 
archliberal Massachusetts in 1958:  
Prior to 1960 Barry [Goldwater] had been a pretty good friend of mine. The first 
biographical article, so far as I know, ever to appear about him in any national 
publication had been in our very-small-circulation One Man's Opinion in 1957. All 
readers of the Blue Book, written in 1958, know how strongly I praised him there. In 
his 1958 Senatorial campaign in Arizona I had actually raised money for him, on my 
own initiative, in far-off Massachusetts. 46 
Welch was initially on good terms with the young, ambitious Buckley, who had impressed 
with his bestselling God and Man at Yale. As a result, Welch decided to make two $5,000 
FRQWULEXWLRQV WRZDUGV %XFNOH\¶V QDVFHQW National Review project in 1955, the flagship 
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conservative journal that would on several occasions during the 1960s, castigate Welch for 
his Manichean worldviews and attempt to expulse him from the conservative mainstream. 47 
 $OVREHIRUHWKHVWRU\RIKLVFDOOLQJ3UHVLGHQW(LVHQKRZHUD³&RPPXQLVW DJHQW´ZDV
OHDNHG WR WKH PHGLD :HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRULHV ZHUH PRUH RU OHVV FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK RWKHU
respected anti-communists, like Australian physician Fred Schwarz, whose Christian Anti-
Communist Crusade received donations from common sponsors, like Pew and Texas oil 
billionaire H.L. Hunt, whose son Nelson Bunker Hunt today sits on the JBS Council. Not 
XQOLNH:HOFK¶VRPLQRXV³VFRUHERDUGV´LQGLFDWLQJKRZIDUWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVKDGJRQHGRZQ
the road to totalitarianism, Schwarz had predicted a Communist coup by 1973 and though 
Welch publicly denied any tactical overlap between the two, he acknowledged a close 
ideological affinity with Schwarz. In his Blue Book, Welch praised other right-wing anti-
communist organizers, for instance Revs. Billy James Hargis and Carl McIntire who had, in 
their capacity as educators, given a strong, conspiratorial, Christian fundamentalist slant to 
their attack on liberalism and modern Republicanism. 48 
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Fig.1: Robert Welch at a fundraising dinner for the JBS in the early 1960s. AP IMAGES 
 
Whilst explaining the seriousness of the situation to his guests in Indianapolis, Welch 
made no bones about the relevance ± and apparent authority ± derived from his own 
SURIHVVLRQDO EDFNJURXQG ZLWK UHJDUG WR WKH VXEMHFW RI &RPPXQLVP DQG FROOHFWLYLVP ³D
lifetime of business experience should have made it easier for me to see the falsity of the 
HFRQRPLF WKHRULHV RQ ZKLFK &RPPXQLVP LV VXSSRVHGO\ EDVHG´ :HOFK ERDVWHG ³PRUH 
UHDGLO\WKDQPLJKWVRPHVFKRODUFRPLQJLQWRWKDWVWXG\IURPWKHDFDGHPLFFORLVWHUV´2IWKH
eleven men who joined Welch in Indiana, nine were businessmen, either active or retired, but 
all with significant executive experience and a strong résumé on anticommunist activism or at 
least financial backing of such causes. 49 
 Immediately after concluding the two-day seminar in Indianapolis, Welch formed the 
John Birch Society as a nonpolitical, educational organization under Chapter 180 of the 
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Massachusetts Commonwealth laws and established its headquarters at 395 Concord Avenue 
in Belmont, a prosperous suburb to the northeast of Boston where Welch had settled about 
three decades before. Starting only with twelve members, himself included, Welch knew it 
would take an extended membership, reaching beyond the organized business community, to 
PDNHDQ LPSDFW³>:@LWKDPLOOLRQPHQDQG WKHUHVRXUFHVFRQVLVWHQWZLWK WKHGHGLFDWLRQRI
those men which we are presupposing, we could move in on the elections thereafter with both 
more manpower and more resources than [Walter] Reuther will be able to marshal by that 
WLPH´7KRXJK:HOFKUHDGLO\DFNQRZOHGJHGKLVREMHFWLYHVZHUHDVWURQRPLFDODQGVRPHZKDW
XQUHDOLVWLF KH DGGHG ]HDORXVO\ ³:H DUH LQ FLUFXPVWDQFHV ZKHUH LW LV realistic to be 
fantastic´50 
 What was new about the Birch Society, is that Welch managed to attract a quickly 
expanding middle-class membership ± possibly the fastest growing national right-wing 
organization in the United States between 1959 and 1965. Unlike the Liberty League and the 
National Association of Manufacturers, the Society recruited heavily amongst the growing 
suburban middle classes in the Southwest and Deep South, as well as in the Northern 
Midwestern and Mountain states in the West. Various sociological studies, especially 
FRQGXFWHG LQ WKHV DQGVFRQFOXGHG WKDW WKH³DYHUDJH%LUFKHU´ZDV W\SLFDOO\ZKLWH
suburban, well-educated and high-earning, usually self-employed, housewives or holding 
white collar jobs. In 1966, sociologist Fred Grupp published his survey findings based on 
1,860 questionnaires mailed out to self-identified Birch members, from which he received 
650 responses including those of 138 chapter leaders. From his research, Grupp concluded 
WKDW WKH ³DYHUDJH %LUFKHU´ ZDV  \HDUV old, likely to live in communities with between 
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10,000 and 300,000 inhabitants, fundamentalist protestant or Catholic, and a lower-level 
college graduate.51 
In a February 1960 memorandum sent to his advisors, little over a year after founding 
the Society, :HOFKERDVWHGDUDSLGJURZWKLQWKH6RFLHW\¶VPHPEHUVKLS 
In a brief report of progress, your Founder was glad to be able to tell the Council that 
the Society had just about exactly doubled in size since the first meeting of the 
Council on January 9.  This was in chapters, which had moved from approximately 75 
in number to approximately 150; in members, from approximately 1,400 to 
approximately 2,800; and in the daily average of direct income.  Such income 
received during the three months ending March 31, 1960 was approximately 
$51,500.  This is against a total of $71,225.80 for the twelve months of 1959.  Bank 
balance at the end of March 1960 was $14,804.50; undeposited cash on hand, 
approximately $1,500 and value of 40 shares of Sunbeam Stock which had been 
received as a donation, approximately $2,200.  Your Society now has one full-time 
salaried Coordinator each in New England, Michigan, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, 
Oregon, and two in California.  It has Volunteer Coordinators each devoting an 
important part of his energy and time to the Society, in Wisconsin, Florida, Texas (4), 
California, and Washington.52 
Five months later, Welch announced the Society had already formed about 270 chapters, each 
typically comprising ten to twenty members, with an overall membership of over 4,300. The 
FKDSWHUVWUXFWXUH:HOFKDGPLWWHGZDVLURQLFDOO\LQVSLUHGE\FRPPXQLVW³FHOOV´DQGHTXDOO\
rigidly monitored, with chapter leaders taking down attendance, collecting contributions, 
sending reports to headquarters and required to follow meeting regulations laid down by 
Belmont. Areas in the Southwest like suburban Phoenix and Orange County, CA, Southern 
agglomerations like Atlanta and New Orleans, Northwestern rural areas and the upper 
Midwest proved fertile Birch country and saw chapters spring up at a remarkable pace. Birch 
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members (temporarily) unable to team up with other locals to form basic chapters, were 
DGGHGWRWKH³+RPH&KDSWHU´53 
 In order to deal with the rapidly expanding membership and meet ever-growing 
outreach opportunities, Welch used his business acumen and established and structured the 
Society as an essentially top-down, hierarchical body, with himself firmly at the helm. To 
preemptively combat potential subversion from within, Welch reasoned, it was desirable for 
him to maintain full authority himself, whether to dictate policy or remove members at his 
discretion. To assist Welch, both an Executive Committee of five to eight advisors and a 
National Council of over thirty were added. To handle the paperwork, a network of office 
operators, based in Belmont and later in San Marino, California as well, was installed to deal 
with research, marketing, accounting, Ad Hoc Committees ± or front group coordination ± 
printing, advertising, public relations and publishing. On the ground, the Society employed a 
Director of Field Activities, District Governors, major and regular coordinators, assisted at 
the grassroots by unpaid section leaders, chapter leaders and of course, the base membership. 
,Q0DUFK:HOFKFODLPHG WRKDYH³DVWDIIRI WZHQW\-eight people in the Home Office; 
about thirty Coordinators (or Major Coordinators) in the field, who are fully paid as to salary 
and expenses, and about one hundred Coordinators (or Section Leaders as they are called in 
some areas), who work on a volunteer basis as to all or a part of their salary, or expenses, or 
ERWK´54 By 1964, around the apex of Birch influence, the Society employed about 150 full-
time members of staff, with a weekly payroll amounting to over $22,000 and printing bills 
around $12,000 on average. 55 
                                                          
53  “dŽDĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞŽƵŶĐŝů ? ?:ƵůǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ ? ? 
54 G. Edward Griffin, This is the John Birch Society: An Invitation to Membership (Thousand Oaks: American 
Media, 1972); quoted in Berlet and Lyons, 179. 
55 Epstein and Forster, 209. 
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 In terms of financing, the Society relied heavily on its regular membership, with $24 
for annual membership for men and $12 for women. Life membership packages in exchange 
for a single contribution of at least $2,000 were offered as well. Through its various 
FLUFXODWLRQV :HOFK¶V :HVWHUQ ,VODQGV SXEOLVKLQJ FRPSDQ\ American Opinion Bookstore 
network, weekly Bulletin and The Review of the News, the Society attracted additional key 
funds through advertising. A close look at the average advert in Birch publications reveals an 
underlying family capitalist alliance, with most advertisers promoting small to medium-sized 
family businesses. Ads paid for by local jewelers, investment bankers, real estate agents, 
electrical equipment and engineering companies reflecteG %LUFKHUV¶ TXLQWHVVHQWLDOO\ upper 
PLGGOHFODVVHQWUHSUHQHXULDOEDFNJURXQGV3HUKDSVRQHRIWKH%LUFKHUV¶PRVWLFRQLFVSRQVRUV
was Walter Knott, whose Strawberry Farm and Freedom Center in Southern California 
attracted thousands of customers every year. Knott, a fierce conservative whose adverts 
regularly appeared in Birch publications, contributed heavily to anti-communist activists like 
6FKZDU]+DUJLV DQGKHOSHGEDQNUROO%DUU\ *ROGZDWHU¶VSULPDU\ HIIRUW LQ&DOLIRUQLD
Dallas Bedford Lewis, a California manufacturer of pet foods, financially supported far right 
outlets like the Dan Smoot Report and the Manion Forum ± both of which had strong Birch 
ties - and bequeathed $1 million to the Society upon his death in 1965.56 
 $Q DQDO\VLV RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V ILnancial reports and internal communication leads to 
VLPLODUILQGLQJV ,QD³0HVVDJHRI WKH0RQWK´FRPPXQLFDWLRQ WR LWVPHPEHUVKLS WKH
eleven-year old Society evaluated its membership base and concluded it relied heavily on 
middle-class, usually self-HPSOR\HG RU ZKLWH FROODU FLWL]HQV (VSHFLDOO\ ³GRFWRUV´ :HOFK
FRQFOXGHG ³KDG EHHQ JUHDW´ ZKHUHDV WKH 6RFLHW\ ZDV VWUXJJOLQJ PRUH LQ DWWUDFWLQJ
³SUHVLGHQWV RI FROOHJHV KHDGV RI ELJ FRUSRUDWLRQV ZHOO-NQRZQ 3URWHVWDQW PLQLVWHUV´ WKXV
reflecting its antithetical attitude towards big business and major institutions. And yet, the 
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Society relied heavily on high earners. In the same communication, Welch announced 
cumulated revenue of over $1 million in Life Membership contributions alone, and roughly 
the same income from its Continuing Support Club, both schemes usually targeting family 
businessmen and close associates of Welch.57 
 Apart from attracting a growing middle-class membership, Welch was primarily 
successful in channeling key business nationalist support into his endeavors. The role of 
family capitalist, medium-VL]HG EXVLQHVVPHQ LQ WKH IRXQGLQJ DQG PDLQWDLQLQJ RI :HOFK¶V
Americanist network proved indispensable. In 2011, Birch contributor Charles Scaliger wrote 
DQXPEHURIODXGDWRU\³$PHULFDQ(QWUHSUHQHXU´DUWLFOHVRQ%LUFKIRXQGHUVDQGEXVLQHVVPHQ
including Welch himself, William Grede, Augereau Heinsohn and Frederick Koch for The 
New American, American Opinion¶VVXFFHVVRUDQGFXUUHQW-%6QHZVOHWWHU:ULWLQJRQ:HOFK
6FDOLJHUHPSKDVL]HG³KHEURXJKWZLWKKLPDOOWKHOHVVRQVOHDUQHGIURPGHFDGHVDVDULVN-taker 
DQG EXVLQHVVPDQ´ +DYLQJ VWUXFWXUHG WKH 6RFLHW\ OLNH D FRUSRUDWLon ± Welch preferred the 
WHUP³ERG\´± he surrounded himself with many of his business acquaintances not just for the 
sake of raising funds, but sound policy advice. His closest and most influential advisers, 
Welch invited to serve on the Executive Committee of the National Council to meet with him 
³UHJXODUO\´ DQG IURP  RQZDUGV JLYHQ WKH JURZLQJ FRQWURYHUV\ VXUURXQGLQJ :HOFK¶V
SXEOLFL]HG DOOHJDWLRQV WRZDUGV 3UHVLGHQW (LVHQKRZHU WR UHYLHZ :HOFK¶V ZHHNO\ Bulletin 
message and "Agenda for the Month". The first five men to serve on the Committee were 
Grede, Heinsohn, Koch, Robert Stoddard and Clarence Manion. 58 
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58 ŚĂƌůĞƐ^ĐĂůŝŐĞƌ ? “ZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ PĂŶŵĞƌŝĐĂŶŝƐƚŶƚƌĞƉƌĞŶĞƵƌ ? ?The New American, May 13, 2011, available 
at http://www.thenewamerican.com/history/american/7444-robert-welch-an-americanist-entrepreneur 
[accessed March 5, 2012]; J. Allen Broyles, The John Birch Society, 61; Griffin, This is the John Birch Society, 63. 
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 The serving director of the Committee was Bill Grede. A native of Wisconsin, Grede 
quickly developed a keen business mind, became Assistant Director of an Illinois foundry at 
age twenty and three years later, in 1920, acquired the Liberty Foundry in Wauwatosa, a 
Milwaukee suburb. Serving as Director for over half a century, Grede led the company, 
renamed Grede Foundries, Inc., to become one of the naWLRQ¶VPRVWVXFFHVVIXO LQGHSHQGHQW
ductile iron and steel producers. Opposed to the New Deal from the start, Grede expressed his 
rugged individualism through staunch anti-labor stances, which he spread through activism in 
nationwide organizations. In the 1940s, he became a board member of the YMCA and, in 
1952, served as national president. While President of the WiscRQVLQ 0DQXIDFWXUHUV¶
Association in 1945, he received and accepted an invitation to serve on the NAM board, in 
which capacity he debated Walter Reuther on a guaranteed annual wage in 1947. In 1952, the 
year he met Robert Welch, Grede became President of the NAM, a symbol of its business 
nationalist apex in the immediate post-war period. Addressing its membership and delivering 
speeches all over the country, Grede made no bones about his politics, referring to the 
SURJUHVVLYH WD[DWLRQ V\VWHP DV ³WKH YHU\ IRXndation of all socialistic programs, the most 
VRFLDOL]LQJ DJHQF\ LQ WKH FRXQWU\´ $GGUHVVLQJ WKH 1$0 DVVHPEO\ EHIRUH EHFRPLQJ
3UHVLGHQWKHGHFODUHG³,ZDQW\RXWRNQRZWKDW,DPDQWL-ODERU´7\LQJKLVRZQSRVLWLRQWR
that of the NAM leadership, Grede quiSSHG ³:H DUH RSSRVHG WR PRQRSROLVWLF FRQWURO RI
labor through large labor unions which would attempt, with their powerful organizations, to 
gain control of the management of our property."59 Ironically, later that year, on the same day 
Reuther was elected President of the CIO, Grede assumed the national chairmanship. As head 
of Grede Foundries, Grede had a unequivocal record of suppressing labor strikes and resisting 
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CIO organizing, accusing labor bosses of abusing employees for their own purposes and 
interfering with productivity.60 
 With the exception of Clarence Manion, who served as Dean of the Notre Dame Law 
School and whose ultraconservative Birch-sponsored Manion Forum radio show reached 
millions of Americans from 1954 to 1979, all other men on the Committee were 
businessmen. A.J. Heinsohn, a self-made industrialist like Grede, became head of the 
struggling Cherokee Mill, a flailing textile facility in Knoxville, Tennessee and turned its red 
figures black by fiercely resisting minimum wage drives and defeating unionist initiatives. In 
his memoir, titled 2QH 0DQ¶V )LJKW IRU )UHHGRP +HLQVRKQ DFFXVHG WKH ³SRZHU-hungry 
SXEOLFRIILFLDOV´LPSRVLQJ³ZDUWLPHUHJLPHQWDWLRQ>«@XSRQDOPRVWHYHU\SKDVHRI$PHULFDQ
OLIH´ DQG FRQGHPQHG SXEOLF ZRUNV LQ WKH 6RXWK OLNH the Tennessee Valley Authority, with 
ZKLFKWKHPLOOZDVIRUFHGWRFRPSHWHIRUFKHDSODERUDV³6RFLDOLVP¶V6DFUHG&RZ´61 In the 
fall of 1942, as part of the doomed Operation Dixie, the Textile Workers Union of America 
branch of the CIO, protected by the Fair Labor Standards and Wagner Acts, held an election 
DPRQJVWWKHPLOO¶VZRUNHUVIRUH[FOXVLYHEDUJDLQLQJULJKWV7KH&,2 would lose the first vote 
by 376-337 and a second attempt by 435-LQ-DQXDU\7KH7:8$¶VUHSUHVHQWDWLYH
Paul Christopher in the wake of the CIO defeat accused Heinsohn of staging a campaign 
against the CIO, spreading right-to-work pamphlets and  even threatening workers with mass 
OD\RIIV VKRXOG WKH XQLRQV SUHYDLO ³0U +HLQVRKQ LV IXOO\ DZDUH RI WKH FRPSDQ\¶V
LQWLPDGDWRU\ >VLF@ DFWV EHFDXVH WKH\ ZHUH KLV RZQ DFWV SULRU WR WKH HOHFWLRQ « ZKLFK
SUHFOXGHG D IUHH FKRLFH´ 62  Writing for Bircher publications, Heinsohn would habitually 
                                                          
60  “EĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ^ƚĂƌƚĞĚŝŶ^ƚƌŝŬĞĂƚĂƐĞŽ ? ? ?Milwaukee Journal ?Ɖƌŝů  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?KŶtŝůůŝĂŵ'ƌĞĚĞ ?ƐƌŽůĞ ŝŶ
the NAM, see Jonathan Soffer, 775-805; Craig Miner, Grede of Milwaukee (Witchita: Watermark Press, 1989), 
158-9. See also Philip H. Burch, Jr.,  “The NAM as an Interest Group,  ? Politics and Society, 4.1 (Fall 1973), 120-5.  
61 A.G. Heinsohn, Jr., KŶĞDĂŶ ?Ɛ&ŝŐŚƚĨŽƌ&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ (Caldwell, Caxton Press, 1957), 15-22. 
62 Heinsohn, 87-9. 
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revisit his alarmist right-to-work positions and condemn government intervention and 
SURWHFWLRQRIXQLRQLVPDVFODVVZDUIDUH³3ROLWLFLDQVDUHQ¶WµDUFKDQJHOV¶RU6DQWD&ODXVHVRU
good fairies. If one is to judge by the current crop, they are demagogues financing their 
SXEOLF ELQJH ZLWK RXU PRQH\ DQG DW WKH H[SHQVH RI $PHULFDQ OLEHUW\´ 6SLQGDOH 0LOOV D
North Carolina textile manufacturer, with Heinsohn as acting principal, was a frequent 
advertiser in Birchist literature.63 
 Another prominent contributor and advertiser in Birch publications was the Rock 
Island Oil & Refining Company headed by Fred Koch. A son of a Dutch immigrant and a 
Wichita native, Koch made it big in the petroleum business and had turned increasingly 
hostile towards liberalism after working a short stint in the Soviet Union and witnessing the 
deportation of dissenters of the regime. Like many right-wing anticommunists at the time, 
Koch recognized in American liberalism the same falsely egalitarian, conspiratorial and 
totalitarian impulses. In a self-published memoir chronicling the experience, Koch claimed 
WKDW ³WKH &RPPXQLVWV KDYH LQILOWUDWHG ERWK WKH 'HPRFUDW DQG 5HSXEOLFDQ 3DUWLHV´ 64  He 
quickly came to regard civil rights, welfare schemes and pro-labor legislation as Communist 
plots to undermine American unity and economic resilience, believing the Communists were 
VHW WR ³LQILOWUDWH WKH KLJKHVW RIILFHV RI JRYHUQPHQW LQ WKH 86 XQWLO WKH 3UHVLGHQW LV D
                                                          
63 ,ĞŝŶƐŽŚŶ ? “&ƌĞĞ>ƵŶĐŚĂŶĚŽŽďƵƐŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƵƐ ? ?American Opinion, 9.6 (June 1966), 28-33; see also Epstein 
and Forster, 208; see also Timothy J. Minchin, What Do We Need a Union For?: The TWUA in the South, 1945-
1955 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997); Douglas Flamming, Creating the modern South: 
Millhands and Managers in Dalton, Georgia, 1884-1984 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995); 
John A. Salmond, Gastonia, 1929: The Story of the Loray Mill Strike (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1995); Daniel J. Clark, Light Night and Day: Unionization in a Southern Mill Town (Chapel Hill: University 
of North Carolina Press, 1997). 
64 :ĂŶĞDĂǇĞƌ ? “ŽǀĞƌƚKƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ PdŚĞŝůůŝŽŶĂŝƌĞƌŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŚŽĂƌĞtĂŐŝŶŐĂtĂƌĂŐĂŝŶƐƚKďĂŵĂ ? ?The New 
Yorker, August 30, 2010 available at http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/08/30/covert-operations 
[accessed March 9, 2012]. 
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&RPPXQLVWXQNQRZQWRWKHUHVWRIXV´65 Alongside his Birch sponsorship, Koch served on 
Billy James Hargis's National Advisory Committee and helped streamline relations between 
the leadership of both organizations.66 
Many of the National Council members, like Robert Stoddard, who also served on the 
Committee, owned the anti-labor Massachusetts Worcester Gazette and was a retired NAM 
spokesman, were essentially businessmen of the same stripe, e.g. Edward Hamilton 
(HamilWRQ 0DQXIDFWXULQJ &RPSDQ\ DQG :LVFRQVLQ 0DQXIDFWXUHUV¶ $VVRFLDWLRQ &ROD *
Parker (Kimberly-Clark Corporation and President of the NAM), or Frank E. Masland (C.H. 
Masland & Sons, Rugs & Carpets). Retired high-ranking military officers like Col. Laurence 
Bunker and Gen. Charles Stone lent Welch credibility as well on foreign policy, as did 
anticommunist émigrés as Slobodan Draskovich. The presence of educators like Dean 
Manion, Professors Revilo Oliver, E. Merrill Root and Medford Bryan Evans reflected 
WelFK¶VSUHRFFXSDWLRQZLWKHGXFDWLRQRIWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFDQGKLVIUXVWUDWLRQZLWKWKHULVH
of liberalism in higher education and Protestant churches. In fact, the firing of Evans from 
1RUWKZHVWHUQ6WDWH8QLYHUVLW\LQ/RXLVLDQDVSXUUHGWKHILUVW%LUFK³IURQW´SURSRVHGE\:HOFK
at the founding meeting, the imaginatively titled Committee to Protest the Firing of Medford 
Evans. One remarkable Council members was Alfred Kohlberg aka Mr. China Lobby, an 
influential isolationist intellectual who might have played a more prominent role in the 
Society had he not passed away in 1960. 
                                                          
65 ^ĐĂůŝŐĞƌ ?  “&ƌĞĚ <ŽĐŚ P Kŝů DĂŶ ŐĂŝŶƐƚ ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵ ? ?The New American, June 10, 2011, available at 
http://www.thenewamerican.com/history/american/7771-fred-koch-oil-man-against-communism [accessed 
March 6, 2012]. 
66 In his book, Koch also lashed out at organized labor, as an arm of the Communist plot to overthrow the 
United States:  “>ĂďŽƌhŶŝŽŶƐŚĂǀĞůŽŶŐďĞĞŶĂŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚŐŽĂů ? ? ? ? ?dŚĞĞĨĨŽƌƚŝƐĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇŵĂĚĞƚŽŚĂǀĞƚŚĞ
worker do as little as possible for the moneǇŚĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ ?dŚŝƐƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞĂůŽŶĞĐĂŶĚĞƐƚƌŽǇŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ? ?ƋƵŽƚĞĚ
from Fred Koch, A Businessman Looks at Communism (Farmville, VA: Farmville Herald, 1960), 14. 
38 
 
 
 
$TXLFNORRNDWWKH6RFLHW\¶VILUVW³IURQWJURXSV´RUAd Hoc Committees, directed by 
Belmont in sizable instruction tomes and executed at the ground level, reflects the business 
nationalist legacy clearly induced at the top. The Committee Against Summit Entanglements 
or CASE ZDVVWDUWHGLQ-XO\WRSURWHVW(LVHQKRZHU¶VLQWHQWLRQWRPHHWZLWK.KUXVKFKHY
at the Summit Conference ± which would eventually take place in 1960 in Paris. The anti-
internationalist drive quickly gained momentum as it was agreed Khrushchev was to visit the 
United States first. Though the Committee was unable to effectively interfere with either 
event, the Society in its first year raised $58,000 through the Committee alone and around 
$200,000 in total through membership fees, additional contributions, etc. Over half a million 
CASE postcards were produced and sent to editors of newspapers with a circulation of about 
three million. Additional front groups included Women Against Labor Hoodlumism, a letter-
writing campaign to decry union intimidation of workers especially after the Kohler Strike, 
the Committee to Investigate Communist Influences at Vassar College, and the controversial, 
much publicized drive to Impeach Earl Warren. 67  $OWKRXJK WKH 6RFLHW\¶V LQGLYLGXDO
campaigns rarely amounted to tangible success, they helped mobilize and ferment its early 
stirrings into what social scientists by the mid-1960s would recognize as ³WKH PDMRU
PHPEHUVKLS DSSDUDWXV RI WKH 5DGLFDO 5LJKW´ ,WV ZLGH DUUD\ RI DFWLYLWLHV ERXQG PRWLYDWHG
members to its various concerns with education, foreign policy, progressive influences in the 
religious community and naturally, helped infuse a clear business nationalist agenda into its 
activism. 68 
:HOFK¶V EXVLQHVV QDWLRQDOLVW FUHGHQWLDOV DQG DVVRFLDWLRQV ZHUH FUXFLDO WR WKH
development of the Society and the far right in the way its elite membership intersected and 
cooperated with other independent organizations. As an educational organization, the Society 
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68 Epstein and Forster, 83. 
39 
 
 
 
hardly ever proclaimed kinship with other groups. And yet, through sponsoring nationwide 
speaking tours, republishing and distributing right-wing literature and encouraging local 
members to cooperate with conservatives outside the JBS, it forged tenuous alliances on the 
right and helped mobilize resentment against liberalism and modern Republicanism 
nationwide. 2QH VXFK LOOXVWUDWLRQ ZDV WKH -%6¶V FRQVLVWHQW VXSSRUW RI WKH /LEHUW\
Amendment, a project launched by far right leader Willis Carto to abolish the federal income 
tax. Over the years, Welch would hail the proposed amendment as a monument to the 
Americanist cause. By 1963, the Society had established Action Now committees to support 
the Liberty Amendment in 34 states. In addition, Welch would urge his follower to get 
EHKLQG VLPLODU SURMHFWV LQFOXGLQJ WKH /LEHUW\ %HOOHV DQG &DOLIRUQLDQ ' % /HZLV¶
Organization for Repeal of the Income Tax (ORFIT), before eventually establishing its own 
Tax Reform Immediately (TRIM) committees in the late 1970s.69 
$QRWKHUH[DPSOHRI%LUFKHUV¶RUJDQL]DWLRQDO³RYHUODS´DSSHDUHG LQ WKHVKDSHRI WKH
6RFLHW\¶V LQYROYHPHQW LQ WKH LQGHSHQGHQW 5LJKW-to-Work Committees. Formed in 1955 to 
protect the Taft-Hartley Act and especially its Section 14(b) guaranteeing the individual 
VWDWHV¶ ULJKW WR HQIRUFH ULJKW-to-work legislation, the National Committee was widely  
supported and endorsed on the Right, by prominent conservatives such as Bill Buckley and 
Barry Goldwater. As a Washington Post MRXUQDOLVWUHSRUWHGLQ³The leadership of the 
Birch Society overlaps heavily with the leadership of the organizations that successfully 
campaigned in 1958 for a right-to-work amendment to the State [KansaV@&RQVWLWXWLRQ´70 
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$W WKH QDWLRQDO OHYHO ERWK WKH 157:&¶V ILUVW &KDLUPDQ (GZLQ 'LOODUG DQG LWV
Director of Information and Vice-President in the early 1960s, Glenn Green, were avowed 
Birch members in their local areas. Attorney Leonard Banowetz, a prominent Birch Field 
Coordinator and industrialist Robert Love, a Council member, were prominent speakers at the 
 157:&¶V 1DWLRQDO 6HPLQDU LQ &KLFDJR %DQRZHW] KDG VWURQJ WLHV ZLWK WKH .DQVDV
State Chamber of Commerce and served on its Labor Relations Committee, whereas Love 
had been, like Welch, a Director at the NAM. Again in Kansas, Fred Koch, representing the 
Wichita branch of the Society and influential Executive Committee member, was active in 
driving local open shop campaigns, and prominent Birchers like Grede, Stoddard, Parker and 
Ernest Swigert illustrated the strong right-to work NAM-Birch kinship. Outside of the NAM 
orbit, high-profile Birchers like F. Gano Chance of Missouri, Louis Ruthenberg of Indiana 
and Professor Root contributed to NRTWC literature speaking tours. Kent and Phoebe 
Courtney, a New Orleans Bircher couple with their own The Independent American outlet 
and who ran the Conservative Society of America, published frequently on right-to-work 
legislation as a key strategy against communLVW LQILOWUDWLRQ RI ZRUNHUV¶ PRYHPHQWV DQG
invited NRTWC leadership to their annual meetings in 1959 and 1961.71 
 
III. Conclusion 
 The John Birch Society emerged at a crucial time, between the height of 
McCarthyism and the 1964 presidential campaign of Barry Goldwater. It arose as a result of 
the political evolution of Robert Welch, a disaffected Taft Republican, and his experiences 
within a business nationalist environment that refused to accept the legitimacy of the New 
                                                          
71  “ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ŝŶ tŝĐŚŝƚĂ ƌĂǁƐ ůů tĂůŬƐ ŽĨ >ŝĨĞ ? ?Washington Post ? Ɖƌŝů  ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  “EZdt EĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌ ? ?
EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “ZŝŐŚƚ-To-tŽƌŬ ? ? “EZdtEĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌ ? ?DĂƌĐŚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?
see also The Independent American, November 1959 issue. 
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Deal internationalist and liberal order. As such, the Society tapped into long-standing 
conservative frustrations with foreign and economic policy, and could count on the 
organizational acumen of a seasoned educator and salesman, as well as on the support of his 
business nationalist entourage. The political agenda of this connection was apparent, as the 
Birchers formed alliances with right-to-work organizations, anti-tax groups and fierce 
opponents of organized labor. 
The organization that arose was much more complex than a neo-McCarthyite 
propaganda outlet. Through the diversity of its concerns, the JBS became a fitting illustration 
RI WKH RQJRLQJ ³IXVLRQ´ RI YDULRXV Furrents that would lay the foundations for modern 
conservatism. The JBS combined Old Guard anti-internationalism, libertarian individualism, 
traditional Christian conservatism and staunch anti-communism into an efficient grassroots 
machine that mobilized thousands of Americans and fought tangible battles on a local and 
national level. Its roots lay in partisan politics, conservative business networks, populist 
resentment against the Eastern Establishment within the Republican Party, resistance to civil 
rights reform and the strong, conspiracist belief that U.S. sovereignty and constitutional 
integrity had been under threat by a vast, diabolic conspiracy since the Progressive Era. 
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Chapter 2: Up from Isolation: Growth, Controversy and the Development of a 
Grassroots Protest Movement, 1958-1962 
 
At the turn of the decade, the blueprint that Robert Welch and his business nationalist 
advisers had prepared was ready to expand into a successful grassroots conservative force 
and take the American political landscape by storm. Within a year of its establishment, the 
John Birch Society started to attract suburban crusaders by the thousands, and all over the 
country. A combination of internally directed publicity drives and investigative journalist 
coverage quickly launched the Birchers and their activities into the national headlines. The 
sudden outburst in attention devoted to Welch and his followers only dramatically increased 
DIWHU :HOFK¶V ³OHWWHU´ OLQNLQJ IRUPHU 3UHVLGHQW (LVHQKRZHU WR DQ LQWernational Communist 
conspiracy became public knowledge, an episode that embarrassed a number of prominent 
conservatives and seemingly supported the conclusion advanced by the consensus scholars 
that the emerging right wing was intellectually bankrupt and posed a grave threat to 
American liberal democracy.1 
                                                          
1 ĞĨŽƌĞůŽŶŐ ?ƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ “ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌǇ ?ŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŚĞƌƐŚĞůƉĞĚƚŽƚƌŝŐŐĞƌĂŶŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞǁĂǀĞŽĨůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞŽŶƚŚĞ
ƉŚĞŶŽŵĞŶŽŶŽĨ “ƌŝŐŚƚ-ǁŝŶŐĞǆƚƌĞŵŝƐŵ ? ?ƚŚĞƐŽ-ĐĂůůĞĚ “ZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ? ?dŚŝƐƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐ ?ŵŝůŝƚĂŶƚĂŶĚǀŝůŝĨŝĞĚĐŽŚŽƌƚ
eventually came to haunt the still fragile conservative movement and that, the bulk of such studies concluded, 
had no place within the dominant post-war liberal consensus politics that had emerged from the New Deal; 
see tŝůůŝĂŵ ^ ? tŚŝƚĞ ?  “dŚĞ EĞǁ /ƌƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞƐ ? ?HaƌƉĞƌ ?Ɛ DĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ, November 1961, 98-108; Barbara 
ƵŶĚƐĐŚƵ “ǀĞŶ^ĞŶĂƚŽƌ:ŽĞDĐĂƌƚŚǇEĞǀĞƌtĞŶƚ^Ž&Ăƌ ? ?The Louisville Times, March 13, 1961, 17; James E. 
ůĂǇƚŽŶ ? “KƵƚůŽŽŬ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ ‘ŶƚŝƐ ?WŽŝŶƚhŶǁĞůĐŽŵĞ^ƉŽƚůŝŐŚƚ ? ?Washington Post, March 26, 1961, E1; Irwin 
Suall, The American Ultras: The Extreme Right and the Military-Industrial Complex (Ann Arbor: New America, 
 ? ? ? ? ) ?  “dŚĞ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶŝƐƚƐ ? ?Time, October 3, 1961, 21;  /ƌǀŝŶŐ ƌĂŶƚ ?  “dŚĞ ĂŶƚŝ-ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚ ,ŽĂǆ ? ?The New 
Republic, May 28, 1962, 15-18; Bernard Eismann and David Jansen, The Far Right (New York: McGraw-Hill, 
1963); Harry and Bonaro Overstreet, The Strange Tactics of Extremism (New York: W.W. Norton, 1964); Mark 
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$ *DOOXS SROO FRQGXFWHG LQ $SULO  OHVV WKDQ WKUHH \HDUV DIWHU WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
founding, revealed that an estimated thirty-nine million Americans were aware of the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V H[LVWHQFH DQG EDVLF WHnets, but that only nine percent of them expressed a 
favorable opinion of the JBS, compared to a whopping forty-four percent that held an 
unfavorable view. A similar poll published ten months later concluded that an estimated fifty-
six million had by then heard of the Society, with eight percent favorably impressed versus a 
disapproving forty-three. Despite the relative lack of widespread support, the Birchers 
achieved and maintained a high level of exposure, and enjoyed consistent growth throughout 
most of the 1960s. By 1962, estimates were placed at a national membership of up to 60,000, 
with large concentrations around Houston, Los Angeles, Wichita, Nashville and Boston. 
Evidently, the harsh polling numbers indicating limited popularity and public approval 
reflected how the Birchers were often portrayed as an anomalous and illegitimate fringe by 
conWHPSRUDQHRXV REVHUYHUV $W WKH VDPH WLPH :HOFK¶V DODUPLVW DQG FRQVSLUDWRULDO YLHZV
alienated many, including self-avowed conservatives and staunch anti-communists. 2 
7KHQDJDLQDFORVHU ORRNDWVRPHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VHDUO\PRELOL]DWLRQHIIRUWVDQGUH-
education campaigns, such as The Movement To Impeach Earl Warren and the Committee 
Against Summit Entanglements UHYHDOV KRZ :HOFK¶V ³JUDVV WRSV´ DOOLDQFH TXLFNO\
contributed an essential community factor to the conservative movement. To understand how 
the emerging JBS fits into the wider, developing modern conservative field in this period ± 
DQG KRZ ERWK LPSDFWHG HDFK RWKHU¶V UHVSHFWLYH HYROXWLRQV ± is impossible without 
recognizing how Welch succeeded in creating a well-financed and minutely structured 
network, populated by tireless conservatives who could implement a national program into 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
Sherwin, The Extremists (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1963); J. Allen Broyles, The John Birch Society: An 
Anatomy of Protest (Boston: Beacon Press), 1964. 
2 ůĂŶ & ? tĞƐƚŝŶ ?  ‘dŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ŝŶ ĂŶŝĞů Ğůů ? ĞĚ ? ?The Radical Right: The New American Right 
Expanded and Updated (New York: Anchor Books, 1964), pp. 239-40. 
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their local day-to-day political process and environment. Rather than leading an aloof, 
isolated and deranged extremist faction divorced from reality, Welch from the very beginning 
carefully coordinated a professional organization that ostentatiously relied on a conspiratorial 
and homogenous worldview, but that provided the burgeoning conservative cause with a 
cohesive and nationally visible core of motivated and well-organized right-wing citizen 
activists.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2: Two examples of investigate literature on the John Birch Society, an illustration of the 
PDJQLWXGHRIWKH%LUFKHUV¶FRQWURYHUVLDOUHSXWDWLRQIURPWKHHDUO\WRPLG-1960s. 
 
In response to the consensus literature, historians have questioned the rigid 
³H[WUHPLVPYHUVXVPDLQVWUHDP´DSSURDFK WKDW W\SLILHGPXFKRI WKH LQWHOOHFWXDO UHVSRQVH WR
WKH %LUFKHUV¶ DSSHDUDQFH DW WKH WLPH /LVD 0F*LUU -RQDWKDQ 6FKRHQZDOG DQG 0LFKHOOH
Nickerson for instance have argued that the Society was not representative of a conservatism 
that was categorically backward and obsolete. On the contrary, it reflected the reality of 
modern, suburban American life and offered frustrated citizens a clear path to counter 
threatening domestic and global developments in the nuclear age. At a time when the 
intellectual fusion between traditionalist and libertarian thought relied heavily on a shared 
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anti-communism, the JBS offered its members an efficient platform that simultaneously 
allowed them to channel their grassroots zeal into local projects and take shelter under a 
reassuring umbrella that lined them up alongside countless likeminded citizens in in a battle 
to fight back the collectivist danger.3 
Of course, conservatives were not always unified in that struggle and often disagreed 
about how WR FRQIURQW WKH 1HZ 'HDO¶V OLEHUDO LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW OHJDF\ DQG DERXW KRZ WKLV
order had risen in the first place. In the consensus literature, the main criterion to identify 
extremism was its reliance on conspiracy theories. Another was the radicalism of the 
measures proposed to counter these sinister forces. Robert Welch and the JBS certainly fit 
both criteria. After all, Welch believed that since the Wilson Administration, the United 
States government had been infiltrated by the same hidden forces that had engineered the 
Soviet and French Revolutions. Such cabal narratives continued to find fertile soil in the 
Manichean worldview that the Cold War produced amid the general fear of internal 
&RPPXQLVWVXEYHUVLRQ1HYHUWKHOHVV-RVHSK0F&DUWK\¶VIDOOKDGVLJnaled a shift by the mid-
1950s and by the time Welch launched his signature project, his far-reaching conspiracism 
embarrassed conservative leaders like William Buckley, Barry Goldwater and Richard Nixon. 
In turn, these conservatives felt compelled to take a stand against the Birchers or risk a loss of 
credibility with the broader electorate. 
Nevertheless, before conservatives could successfully rally Republicans behind Barry 
*ROGZDWHU¶VQRPLQDWLRQ LQ WKHVXSSRVHGO\ ³WR[LF´H[WUHPLVP WKDW WKH-%6HPERdied 
had an important contribution to make. Despite the conspiratorial, Spenglerian conception of 
history that Welch imposed upon his organization, at the grassroots Birchers often found 
common targets and concerns with other, non-conspiratorial right-wingers. They could, and 
                                                          
3 See McGirr, Suburban Warriors, 54-110, Schoenwald, A Time for Choosing, 62-99, Michelle Nickerson, 
Mothers of Conservatism: Women and the Postwar Right (Princeton: Princeton University, 2012), 32-68. 
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often did, work together on a myriad of issues, such as criticizing the United Nations or 
ODPHQWLQJ WKH 6XSUHPH &RXUW¶V GHFLVLRQV RQ FULPLQDOV¶ ULJKWV DQG VFKRRO SUD\HU :KHQ
:HOFKFDOOHGRQKLV IROORZHUV WRGHPDQG WKH&KLHI -XVWLFH¶V impeachment, even pundits at 
the National Review responded with a degree of sympathy. Thus, many conservatives who 
expressed their uneasiness with Birchite conspiracism initially refrained from coming out too 
harshly against the Society for fear of alienating motivated voters. By doing so, they 
acknowledged the valuable electoral resources and ground troops that the organization 
offered conservatives in many key areas across the nation.4 
What is more, the same conspiracism that would eventually threaten conservative 
XQLW\DQGLVRODWHWKH6RFLHW\JDYHHPRWLRQDOHQHUJ\WRWKH5LJKW¶VSRSXODUEDVH1RWRQO\GLG
it provide simple explanations as to how and why deplorable international and domestic 
developments had materialized, but it provided the disaffected with a clear and urgent 
mission, helping to mobilize a powerful populist challenge to the liberal establishment 
conservatives sought to defeat. Also, it would be a mistake to dismiss the Society as an 
isolationist relic of the Old Right because of its conspiratorial rejection of U.S. foreign policy 
and internationalism. The problem with internationalism for the Birchers was not that it 
required direct action from the United States against the rise of international Communism, 
but that they believed it stood for a multilateralism that had been designed to stifle the 
effectiveness of their anti-communist efforts at home and abroad. The JBS did not call for a 
retreat into Fortress America, but on the contrary demanded more vigorous efforts to defeat 
global Communism, as did a majority of dissenting voices on the Right. Simply formulated, 
WKH %LUFKHUV FRQFOXGHG $PHULFD¶V HVWDEOLVKHG IRUHLJQ SROLF\ VRXJKW WR DFKLHYH ± or was 
                                                          
4 ƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŚĞŽƵƌƚ ?ƐĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƚŽďĂŶƐĐŚŽŽůprayer in public schools rallied the Christian fundamentalist wing 
of the burgeoning right wing, and cemented further ties between the JBS and fanatical church groups; see 
Daniel Williams, God's Own Party: The Making of the Christian Right (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010).  
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forced to pursue ± mutual co-existence with the Communists, which boiled down to a self-
defeating accommodation with evil. 
 
,³$OO*URZWKLVD/HDSLQWKH'DUN´%uilding a National Organization 
 Within two months of establishing the JBS at Indianapolis, he boasted to his friend 
and future Council member Thomas Coleman Andrews that five chapters were operational in 
Greater Boston. Eight weeks later, they had doubled, while three had appeared in Florida and 
one in Michigan.5 The August 1959 Bulletin ± the personal monthly report in which Welch 
OLVWHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V DFKLHYHPHQWV DQG VHW RXW DQ ³$JHQGD IRU WKH 0RQWK´ IRU LWV PHPEHUV
DQQRXQFHGWULXPSKDQWO\³7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\LVJURZLQJ± in numbers, in strength, and 
LQHIIHFWLYHQHVV>«@(YHQGXULQJ-XO\QHZVXEVFULSWLRQVWRWKHPDJD]LQH>American Opinion] 
have been averaging about thirty per day ± which is new ground for us; and the sale of Blue 
Books DQGIRUZDUGLQJRIEURFKXUHVKDVEHHQHTXDOO\HQFRXUDJLQJ´6 
The first full year left Welch emboldened. In November, he wrote to his friend and 
future Council member Alfred Kohlberg saying:  
On DHFHPEHU7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\ZLOOEHRQH\HDUROG >«@:HDUHJURZLQJ
rapidly in many states. We have seven full-time salaried field men, known as 
Coordinators, five Volunteer Coordinators, and are forming several new working 
FKDSWHUV HYHU\ ZHHN >«@ :e even have some rather fortunate arrangements made 
which will help materially in the financing of this growth.7 
                                                          
5 Letter from Robert Welch to T. Coleman Andrews, January 23, 1959 (dictated January 20), T. Coleman 
ŶĚƌĞǁƐ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ?  “'ĞŶĞƌĂů ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?  ? ? ? ^ƉĞĐŝĂů ŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ
Archives, University of Oregon Libraries. 
6 Robert Welch, Bulletin, March 30, 1, 4. 
7 >ĞƚƚĞƌ ĨƌŽŵ ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ƚŽ ůĨƌĞĚ <ŽŚůďĞƌŐ ? EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ  ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? ůĨƌĞĚ <ŽŚůďĞƌŐ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ? ?  “:ŽŚŶ
ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?/ŶĐ ? ? ?,ŽŽǀĞƌ/ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ ?^ƚĂŶĨŽƌĚhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ? 
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,QYDOXDEOHILQDQFLDOVXSSRUWZDVUDLVHGWKURXJK:HOFK¶VVDYY\OLIHPHPEHUVKLSVFKHPHVDV
ZHOO DV WKH ³&RQWLQXLQJ 6XSSRUW &OXE´ ZKLFK VDZ PDQ\ of his business associates and 
conservative sympathizers pledge generous donations of up to thousands of dollars at a time. 
7RNHHSWKLVLQQHUFLUFOHFORVHO\DWWDFKHGWRWKHSURMHFWKHDQQRXQFHG³WKHWLPHKDVFRPHWR
set up the COUNCIL of The John Birch SRFLHW\´$ORQJZLWKWKH([HFXWLYH&RPPLWWHHWKH
&RXQFLOZRXOGIRUPWKH6RFLHW\¶V³WRSJRYHUQLQJERG\´DQGVWULYHWRHQKDQFHLWVSUHVWLJHDQG
networking scope. Also, it provided Welch with editorial and policy advice and had the 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\³WRVHOHFWwith complete and final authority, the SUCCESSOR to [Welch] as 
KHDG´ 7KH ILUVW &RXQFLO LQFOXGHG WKH YDVW PDMRULW\ RI WKH PHQ :HOFK KDG LQYLWHG WR
Indianapolis and its first meeting took place at the Union League Club at 65 West Jackson 
Boulevard in Chicago on January 9, 1960. Besides a lengthy discussion of the progress of the 
various re-education projects that had already been organized, it produced an extra pledge of 
ILQDQFLDOVXSSRUWWRVWUHQJWKHQ:HOFK¶VHIIRUWVDQGKHOSKLPKLUH(OOHQ/RYHWWODWHU6Sroul), 
D&DPEULGJHQDWLYHDQGWKH6RFLHW\¶VILUVWIXOO-time secretary.8 
                                                          
8 ĨƚĞƌƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚŽƵŶĐŝůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ ?tŝůůŝĂŵ “ĞŶ ?DĐDŝůůĂŶ ?ƚŚĞ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?ƐĨŝƌƐƚŽĨĨŝĐŝĂůŵĞŵďĞƌ ?ƐĞŶƚŽƵƚƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐ
to the other Council members for donations towards an assistant for Welch: letter from William B. McMillan to 
Alfred Kohlberg, January 13, 1960; and letter from Alfred Kohlberg to William B. McMillan, January 15, 1960, 
Kohlberg Papers, ibid. 
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Fig. 3: JBS members perform a pledge of allegiance before starting their weekly chapter meeting.  
FRANCIS MILLER/TIME LIFE PICTURES/GETTY IMAGES 
 
The election year of 1960 saw national membership shoot up significantly. By mid-
January, Welch reported the Society had eighty chapters nationwide, and in the March 
Bulletin he announced that chapters were already registered in nineteen states ± though some 
ZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG DV ³VKHOOV´ DQG UHPDLQHG LQDFWLYH IRU PRQWKV ± being Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, California, 
Oregon and Washington. The Society now had paid and volunteering coordinators in all those 
states as well as one Major Coordinator, and showed especially promising growth in the 
Southwest, Northwest and a handful of Southern pockets 9  By fall, Welch counted 
approximately 5,300 members nationwide, distributed over 324 chapters, noting a net gain of 
                                                          
9 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚƚŽůĨƌĞĚ<ŽŚůďĞƌŐ ?:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ?  ? ? ?ůĨƌĞĚ<ŽŚůďĞƌŐWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?/ŶĐ ? ? ? Bulletin, March 1960, 1, 7-8. 
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around 1,500 members and 84 chapters since mid-June. 10  By December, Belmont 
KHDGTXDUWHUVUHFHLYHG³DERXWILYHKXQGUHGOHWWHUVSHUGD\and the quantity is climbing).´11  
$JUHDWGHDORIWKH6RFLHW\¶VLQLWLDOVWUHQJWKOD\LQLWVDELOLW\WRLQWHUDFWZLWKQHZDQG
HVWDEOLVKHG PRYHPHQWV RQ WKH ULJKW 7KURXJK &ODUHQFH ³3DW´ 0DQLRQ WKH 6RFLHW\ ZDV
FRQQHFWHG WR WKH 1RWUH 'DPH /DZ 6FKRRO 'HDQ¶V 0DQLRQ Forum, which Welch 
UHFRPPHQGHGWRKLVIROORZHUVDQGZKLFKLQWXUQKDGVWURQJWLHV WR)UHG6FKZDU]¶VSRSXODU
Christian Anti-Communist Crusade. Glenn Green, the tireless National Right-to-Work 
Committee coordinator, promptly wrote Welch to report for duty upon hearing about the 
6RFLHW\¶VSURJUDPDQGUHDGLQJLWVBlue Book³7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\LVD*RG-send. Your 
SODQLV'LYLQHO\LQVSLUHG´*UHHQFRQFOXGHGE\UHTXHVWLQJGR]HQVRIFDUWRQVRIUHFRPPHQGHG
literature for his NRTWC network and by offering to start up a chapter in Arkansas, which he 
did. Similarly, Merwin K. Hart, founder of the New York-based National Economic Council, 
a far-right wing lobby group which dabbled with anti-Semitic conspiracy theories, joined the 
Society and started up the first fully operative chapter in New York City. 12  
Such collaborations often produced an overlap in membership and mutual 
endorsements. The Catholic Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation, founded in 1958 to honor the 
Hungarian cleric who was imprisoned and exiled for his anti-communist views, endorsed 
:HOFK¶VLGHDVDQGUHFRPPHQGHGLWVSXEOLFDWLRQVHVSHFLDOO\ American Opinion³7KLVLVRQH
RIWKHILQHVWVRXUFHVRIFXUUHQWLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDO&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\«,W
                                                          
10  “dŽ ůů DĞŵďĞƌƐ ŽĨ dŚĞ ŽƵŶĐŝů ? ? ^ĞƉtember 14,  ? ? ? ? ? 'ƌĂŶǀŝůůĞ <ŶŝŐŚƚ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ?  “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P
1959, March -  ? ? ? ? ?Ɖƌŝů ? ? ? ?^ƉĞĐŝĂůŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ ?University of Oregon Libraries.  
11  “dŽDǇ&ƌŝĞŶĚƐ ? ?ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?d ?ŽůĞŵĂŶŶĚƌĞǁƐ WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ  ? ?  “'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽƌƌespondence: John 
ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?
12 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵ'ůĞŶŶ'ƌĞĞŶƚŽZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ?EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ?d ?ŽůĞŵĂŶŶĚƌĞǁƐWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “'ĞŶĞƌĂů
Correspondence: John Birch Society  ? ? ? 
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VKRXOGEHD µPXVW¶RQ WKH UHDGLQJ UDFNRI HYHU\FROOHJHKLJKVFKRRODQGSXEOLF OLEUDU\´13 
Welch himself urged his members to launch arduous letter writing campaigns to dozens of 
domestic airline and railroad companies to demand copies of Human Events and the National 
Review be made available on board, which ultimately failed. Nevertheless, the overlap 
between the Society and other right-wing organizations and individuals became so 
conspicuous that it triggered increased vigilance on the part of the government, FBI and 
various other organizations, including organized labor and liberal church groups. In a 100-
page memo to President Kennedy, Deputy Special Counsel Myer Feldman mapped what he 
saw as an intricately connected and well-funded network of reactionary activity. Feldman 
noted especially the Birch Society as a focal point, highlighting its close affinity with 
fundamentalist preacher Billy James Hargis and his own Christian Crusade. Hargis officially 
endorsed the JBS and appeared on its educational speaker circuit around the country. 
Feldman also remarked that by 1961, the Society had raised an annual income of over 
$530,000, which subsequently shot up to nearly $750,000 the following year. The alarmed 
White House aide could only conclude by warning the Administration that radical right-wing 
movHPHQWVZLWKWKH%LUFKHUVDWWKHKHOPDOUHDG\IRUPHG³DIRUPLGDEOHIRUFHLQ$PHULFDQ
OLIH´ 14 
 As Feldman realized, not all conservatives stood with Welch and his conspiratorial 
beliefs. After the summer of 1960, Fred Schwarz criticized the Society for damaging the anti-
                                                          
13  “ĂƌĚŝŶĂůDŝŶĚƐǌĞŶƚǇ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚƉĂŵƉŚůĞƚ ?ƉƌĞƐƵŵĂďůǇ ? ? ? ? ) ?d ?ŽůĞŵĂŶŶĚƌĞǁƐWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ
 ? ? “'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ?. 
14 Bulletin ? ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ? ? &ĞůĚŵĂŶ ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ ǁŚĂƚ ŚĞ ĨŽƵŶĚĂƐ  “Ă ĐůŽƐĞ ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐŚŝƉ ŚĂƐ ĚĞǀĞloped 
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ƚŚĞ  ?ŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶ ? ƌƵƐĂĚĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ŝŶ DǇĞƌ &ĞůĚŵĂŶ ?  “DĞŵŽƌĂŶĚƵŵ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ
President. Subject: Right-tŝŶŐ 'ƌŽƵƉƐ ? ? ƵŐƵƐƚ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ?Ɛ KĨĨŝĐĞ &ŝůĞƐ ? Žǆ  ? ? ?  “ZŝŐŚƚ tŝŶŐ
DŽǀĞŵĞŶƚWĂƌƚ// ? ?:ŽŚŶ&ŝƚǌŐĞƌĂůĚ<ĞŶŶĞĚǇWƌĞƐŝĚential Library, Boston, 40, 44. 
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communist cause. Interestingly, Welch remained careful not to isolate himself and stressed 
ideological unity over methodological differences:  
But despite our disagreement with Dr. Schwarz on some questions of how best to 
fight the Communists, we have no hesitation in recommending any lecture he gives or 
µVFKRRO¶ KH VSRQVRUV DV DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR OHDUQ VRXQG IDFWV DERXW RXU &RPPXQLVW
enemies. He has done a great deal towards awakening the American people to our 
danger and we hope he will be able to do even more in the future.15 
From the very beginning, he urged members to attend and promote the anti-Communist 
schools headed by Schwarz, but also Fred Schlafly, Dr. Gerhart Niemeyer, E. Merrill Root 
DQG +HUEHUW 3KLOEULFN EXW DGGHG WKDW ³QDWXUDOO\, we do not agree with all of them about 
HYHU\WKLQJ´16 By means of illustration, Donald A. Rueher, leader of one of the first chapters 
in the Milwaukee area, wrote Alfred Kohlberg to thank him personally for making copies 
available of Communist Blueprint for World Conquest and Speeches and Debates of Senator 
Joe McCarthy for Birch members. In his letter, he announced he and his wife, who had been 
DSSRLQWHGYROXQWHHUFRRUGLQDWRU IRU:LVFRQVLQZRXOGEH WDNLQJ WKHLUGULYH WR WKH&$&&¶V
visiting School for Anti-&RPPXQLVWV³7KLV,DPFHUWDLQZLOOEHDQLQYDOXDEOHDLGWRXVLQ
WKH JDLQLQJ RI QHZ PHPEHUV´ $ PRQWK ODWHU 0U DQG 0UV 5XHKHU HDUQHG DQ ³KRQRUDEOH
PHQWLRQ´ LQ WKH6RFLHW\¶V%XOOHWLQ IRU WKHLUVXFFHVVIXO UHFUXLWPHQWHIIRUWV ,Q LWVHDUO\GD\V
the Society attracted a decent following within Young Americans for Freedom, which 
Buckley had taken under his wing from its very inception. Scott Stanley, Jr., a young 
FRQVHUYDWLYH RUJDQL]HU IRU <$) HYHQ MRLQHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V SD\UROO DV HGLWRU RI American 
Opinion 2Q <$)¶V 1DWLRQDO $GYLVRU\ &RXQFLO DORQJ ZLWK GLJQLWDULHV VXFK DV :LOOLDP
Buckley, Barry Goldwater, Russell Kirk and Frank Meyer, even served a handful of (future) 
                                                          
15 Bulletin, December 1960, 13. 
16 Bulletin, August 1959, 12-3. 
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Birch Council members, namely Charles Edison, E. Merrill Root, George Schuyler and J. 
Bracken Lee.17 
 
,,³,Q'LUH1HHGRI&UHDWLYH([WUHPLVWV´7KH3RZHURI&RQVSLUDF\ 
2Q,QWHUQDWLRQDO:RUNHUV¶'D\WKH)UHHGRP+RXVHDSURJUHVVLYHWKLQNWDQNWKDWKDG
FRPHRXWFULWLFDOO\DJDLQVW0F&DUWK\¶VFLYLOOLEHUWLHVUHFRUGLVVXHGDVWDWHPHQWFRQGHPQLQJ
WKH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\RQVLPLODUJURXQGV³7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\LVQRWconservative; it is 
QRW HYHQ UHDFWLRQDU\´ *HRUJH )LHOG WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V GLUHFWRU SRLQWHG RXW WKDW WKH
%LUFKHUV¶ IXQGDPHQWDOLVWGLVWUXVWRIJRYHUQPHQW DPRXQWHG WRDQDUFKLVP1RWRQO\ZRXOG LW
fail to apprehend or divert a single communist, he charged, LWV GLVVHPLQDWLRQ RI ³GRXEW
VXVSLFLRQDQGSUHMXGLFH´ZDVQRGLIIHUHQWIURPDFWXDOFRPPXQLVWDJLWDWLRQ³1RWHVRPHRI
its domestic targets: civil rights, collective bargaining, the social gospel of religion. Then ask 
whether the John Birch Society does not seek to destroy those same human rights which are 
VXSSUHVVHG LQ HYHU\ QDWLRQ XQGHU &RPPXQLVW UXOH´ 7KLV ZDV EXW RQH RI VHYHUDO FULWLFDO
responses aimed at Birch activism. More significantly, Field refused to recognize the Society 
DV ³FRQVHUYDWLYH´7KH %LUFKHUV¶SUHFDULRXVSRVLWLRQZLWKLQ WKHFRQVHUYDWLYH ILHOGQDWXUDOO\
had much to do with its reliance on conspiracy theories, which in turn heavily undermined its 
willingness to compromise over its target issues. 18 
                                                          
17 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵŽŶĂůĚZƵĞŚĞƌƚŽůĨƌĞĚ<ŽŚůďĞƌŐ ?&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ? ?ůĨƌĞĚ<ŽŚůďĞƌŐWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?/ŶĐ ? ? ?ŽŶŝƌĐŚĞƌƐĂŶĚz& ?ƐĞĞ:ŽŚŶ ?ŶĚrew III, The Other Side of the Sixties: Young Americans for 
Freedom and the Rise of Conservative Politics (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1997), 109, 113. 
18 'ĞŽƌŐĞ&ŝĞůĚ ?  “^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚŽŶƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇďǇƚŚĞŽĂƌĚŽĨŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐŽĨ&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ,ŽƵƐĞ ? ?DĂǇ  ? ?
1961, Clark F. Norton Collection of Right Wing Publications, 1942- ? ? ? ? ?Žǆ ? “DŝƐĐĞůůĂŶĞŽƵƐ ? ?Division of Rare 
and Manuscript Collections, Cornell University Library; the statement was signed by all board members, 
including Senator Jacob Javits, future New York mayor John Lyndsay and NAACP chief Roy Wilkins. 
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 Influential historian Richard HofstadteU ZKR ZDV LQFOXGHG LQ 'DQLHO %HOO¶V LFRQLF
DQWKRORJ\RQWKH³5DGLFDO5LJKW´GUHZDVLPLODUFRQFOXVLRQ1HLWKHUWKH%LUFK6RFLHW\QRU
the modern right-wing crop of Republicans rallying behind rising star Barry Goldwater could 
claim, he argued, legitimacy as true conservatives. Instead, Hofstadter reasoned, they were 
frustrated radicals who irrationally fretted over their status in society and had turned to a 
³SDUDQRLG VW\OH´ LQ SROLWLFV FRPSOHWHO\ LVRODWHG IURP WKH PDLQVWUHDP $V VXFK WKH\ ZHUH
³SVHXGR-FRQVHUYDWLYHV´ DW EHVW ³7KH\ KDYH OLWWOH LQ FRPPRQ ZLWK WKH WHPSHUDWH DQG
compromising spirit of true conservatism in the classical sense of the word, and they are far 
from pleased with the dominant practical conservatism of the moment as it is represented by 
WKH (LVHQKRZHU DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ´ KH FRQFOXGHG ³7KHLU SROLWLFDO UHDFWLRQV H[SUHVV UDWKHU D
SURIRXQG LI ODUJHO\ XQFRQVFLRXV KDWUHG RI RXU VRFLHW\ DQG LWV ZD\V´19 Hofstadter regarded 
:HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDFLVP LQ SDUWLFXODU DV D VLJQ WKDW %LUFKHUV KDG QR SODFH in the American 
conservative tradition, and described his tendencies in clinical and psychoanalytical terms: 
³+LVWRU\is a conspiracy, set in motion by demonic forces of almost transcendent power, and 
what is felt to be needed to defeat it is not the usual methods of political give-and-take, but an 
all-RXW FUXVDGH 7KH SDUDQRLG VSRNHVPDQ >«@ LV DOZD\V PDQQLQJ WKH EDUULFDGHV RI
FLYLOL]DWLRQ´20 
                                                          
19 ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ ,ŽĨƐƚĂĚƚĞƌ ?  “dŚĞ WƐĞƵĚŽ-ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ ZĞǀŽůƚ ? ? ŝŶ ĂŶŝĞů Ğůů  ?ĞĚ ? ) PThe Radical Right: The New 
American Right Expanded and Updated (New York: Doubleday), 1963, 76. 
20 Hoftadter, The Paranoid Style in American Politics and Other Essays. 1965. New York: Vintage Books, 2008, 
29- ? ? ?^ĞĞĂůƐŽWĞƚĞƌsŝĞƌĞĐŬ ? “dŚĞZĞǀŽůƚŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞůŝƚĞ ? ŶBell (ed.) ? ? ? ? P “ ?ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ ?ŝƐŶŽƉƌŽƉĞƌůĂďĞů
for western Old Guard Republicans, nor for their incongruous allies among the status-craving, increasingly 
prosperous, but socially insecure immigrants in South Boston and the non-ĞůŝƚĞ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĞĂƐƚ ? ? ^ŽŵĞ
scholars, including George Marsden and Angela Lahr, have drawn strong parallels with the prevalence of Cold 
War conspiracy theories and Christian fundamentalist traditions. While Welch himself did not attend church 
on a regular basis, or impose any denominational preferences upon his members, he considered 
ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐƚƐ ? ďĞ ƚŚĞǇ ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ ? WƌŽƚĞƐƚĂŶƚ ? Žƌ ĞǀĞŶ :ĞǁŝƐŚ Žƌ DƵƐůŝŵ ? ƚŚĞ  “ŵŽƌĂů ƐĂůƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĞĂƌƚŚ ? ? ĂŶĚ
warned in 1958 their numbers were waning at an alarming rate. See George Marsden, Fundamentalism and 
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 For Welch, the totality of the threat clearly went beyond the history of Communism, 
which is why he often referred WR DOOHJHG FRQVSLUDWRUV DV VLPSO\ ³LQVLGHUV´ +H FRQFOXGHG
WKDW WKH QDWXUH RI WKH LQVLGHUV¶ ± RU &RPV\PSV¶ ± menace to the foundations of American 
culture and freedom took on quasi-pathological proportions, which was not entirely out of 
place in a Cold War-dominated context where Communism was habitually associated with 
immoral or amoral behavior, sexual perversion and a dysfunctional, deceptive personality. 
Rather than an ideology, Communism was often considered the exact opposite, a valueless 
system of greed and coercion, which sought to efface moral codes, religion, the family and 
traditional societal roles altogether. In a contribution to American Mercury written months 
before founding his Society, Welch explained why he believed people might be attracted to ± 
or duped into ±Communism. If not coerced, he reckoned, Communists usually succumbed to 
D³EDVLF ORQHOLQHVV´RU³LQWHOOHFWXDO VQREELVKQHVV´RUZRUVH \HW ³DQHQHUJL]LQJKDWUHG´ IRU
their fellow man and the natural order of things around them.21 
 SamuHO%UHQQHUKDVHFKRHG-RQDWKDQ6FKRHQZDOG¶VILQGLQJVWKDWQRWZLWKVWDQGLQJWKH
QDWXUH RI :HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDFLVP PXFK RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V FRQVHUYDWLYH WHQHWV QHYHUWKHOHVV
remained remarkably consistent with the greater right wing. In fact, Brenner argues, 
AmericDQLVWV OLNH :HOFK DQG KLV IROORZHUV ³FORVHO\ WUDFNHG DQG UHVHPEOHG µPDLQVWUHDP¶
                                                                                                                                                                                    
American Culture (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006), 153-163, 206-211, 221; Angela Lahr, Millennial 
Dreams and Apocalyptic Nightmares: The Cold War Origins of Political Evangelicalism (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2007), 41-43; Erlin Jorstad, The Politics of Doomsday: Fundamentalists of the Far Right 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1970), 44-9; Gary Clabaugh, Thunder on the Right: The Protestant Fundamentalists 
(Chicago: Nelson-Hall, 1974), 164-73, 208-9. For the significance of conspiracism in U.S. culture, see David 
Bennett, The Party of Fear: From Nativist Movements to the New Right in America (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1988); Peter Knight, Conspiracy Nation: The Politics of Paranoia in Postwar America (New 
York: New York University Press, 2002); David Brion Davis, Fear of Conspiracy: Fears of Un-American 
Subversion from the Revolution to the Present (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008); Matha F. Lee, Conspiracy 
Rising: Conspiracy Thinking and American Public Life (Santa Barbara; Praeger, 2011). 
21 ZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? “tŚǇWĞŽƉůĞĞĐŽŵĞŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚƐ ? ?ŝŶAmerican Mercury, May 1958, 125-127. 
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FRQVHUYDWLYHLGHRORJ\>«@DOEHLWZLWKDQDGGHGIRFXVRQFRQVSLUDFLVP´7KLVFRQVSLUDFLVP
he demonstrates, Welch and his members could flexibly latch onto anti-communism, 
traditional constitutionalism, libertarian individualism and religion, thus forming a broad base 
for mutual concern with the path liberals had taken the nation down on. Brenner is correct, 
EXWLWVHHPVDQLPSRUWDQWIDFWRUUHPDLQVPLVVLQJ:KHUHDVWKH6RFLHW\¶Vbelief in a vast, evil 
conspiracy besieging America from both within and without, indeed limited its appeal to a 
restricted target audience, it simultaneously created a fertile soil for a populist conservative 
backlash amongst those that shared these suspiFLRQV7RWKHP:HOFK¶VFRQVSLUDWRULDOYLHZRI
history tapped into the image of a liberal ruling class secretly conspiring with fellow travelers 
and Communist schemers alike. The threat of international Communism, which after the 
Cuban revolution, ended up ULJKW DW$PHULFDQV¶ GRRUVWHS WRPDQ\SURPSWHG WKH WHUULI\LQJ
H[SODQDWLRQ WKDW $PHULFD¶V OHDGHUV KDG QRW MXVW EHHQ LQFRPSHWHQW RU XQIRUWXQDWH LQ WKHLU
dealings with the Red Menace, but could be willfully tricking the common people into 
gradually surrendering their sovereignty and liberty. This assumption not only rendered 
American foreign policy profoundly suspect, but implied that liberal domestic initiatives as 
ZHOODVFRQVHUYDWLYHV¶ZLOOLQJQHVVWRQHJRWLDWHRQWKHPZHUHQRWKLQJVKRUWRIWUHDVRQ22 
 Ironically, the populist Welch harbored profound distrust of mass movements and 
based his defense of the American citizen squarely on individualism and a celebration of the 
republican tradition. He maintained the United States had been conceived of as a 
constitutional republic, and that the insiders KDG EHHQ JUDGXDOO\ FRQYHUWLQJ LW WR ³WKDW
IRRWVWRRO RI W\UDQWV NQRZQ DV D GHPRFUDF\´ 'HPRFUDFLHV KH IHOW UHOLHG RQ PRE UXOH DQG
could too easily be swung towards collectivism and ultimately, the enslavement of the 
people, all through manipulation of public opinion. Rather than Communist agitators or 
                                                          
22 ^ĂŵƵĞůƌĞŶŶĞƌ ? “&ĞůůŽǁdƌĂǀĞůůĞƌƐKǀĞƌůĂƉďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ‘DĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ ?ĂŶĚ ‘ǆƚƌĞŵŝƐƚ ?ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĂƌůǇ
 ? ? ? ?Ɛ ? ?ŝŶ'ŝĨĨŽƌĚ ?tŝůliams (eds.), 96, 85; see also Schoenwald, 68-70. 
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liberal reformers, Welch looked to the Constitution as the true voice of the people, and saw it 
as his own duty to re-educate Americans on its prudent wisdom and protective value for the 
UHSXEOLF $V KHDG RI WKH 6RFLHW\ KH HYHQ KDG PHPEHUV GLVVHPLQDWH WKH VORJDQ ³7KLV LV D
republic, not a democracy /HW¶V NHHS LW WKDW ZD\´ RQ WKRXVDQGV RI ELOOERDUGV EXPSHU
stickers and in newspapers to drive his point home.23 As such:HOFK¶V³SRSXOLVP´FHQWHUHG
on the individual, whose unwavering faith in God, liberty and the American system of 
government as enshrined by the Framers, clashed with an illegitimate authority that kept him 
from enjoying the fruits of his labor and would ultimately enslave him. As Brenner correctly 
points out, Welch combined his defense of American values first and foremost with a 
libertarian individualism. His was therefore a populism that equated true Americanism with 
the idea and structure of minimal republican government ± ³WKH JRYHUQPHQW WKDW JRYHUQV
OHDVW JRYHUQV EHVW´ ± as well as classical liberal preoccupations with the right to private 
property, deregulation of free enterprise and more radically the abolition of the federal 
income tax.24 
 While WeOFK¶VUDGLFDOSRVLWLRQVDQGFRQVSLUDWRULDOLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRIKLVWRU\IULJKWHQHG
some observers, it is important to stress that neither he, nor the Society promoted a violent 
overthrow of the American federal government ± or any state or local government for that 
matter. Violence and anarchy were deemed Communist tactics and Birchers saw a basic form 
of civil government as necessary to keep order and protect individual liberty. In her work on 
right-ZLQJ PRYHPHQWV 6DUD 'LDPRQG GLVWLQJXLVKHV EHWZHHQ ³RSSRVLWLRQDO´ DQG ³V\VWHP-
VXSSRUWLYH´ PRYHPHQWV WR LQGLFDWH ZKHUH YDULRXV JURXSV VWDQG LQ WHUPV RI DFFHSWDQFH RU
UHMHFWLRQ RI VWDWH SRZHU :LWK UHJDUG WR WKH %LUFKHUV KHU ILQGLQJV DUH PL[HG ³7KH %LUFK
Society represents a classic case of a movement organization that was tactically oppositional 
                                                          
23  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇŝƐEĂƚŝŽŶǁŝĚĞŝŶǆƚĞŶƚ ? ?Bonham Daily Favorite, April 3, 1961, 2. 
24  “dŚĞWĞŽƉůĞ^ƉĞĂŬ PdŚŝƐ/ƐZĞƉƵďůŝĐ ? ?Palm Beach Post, June 30, 1961, 7. 
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to, but nevertheless system-supportive of the overall parameters of U.S. anticommunist 
SROLF\´ ,QGHHG :HOFK ZDV QRW RSSRVHG WR WKH LGHD RI D VWURQJ VWDWH ZKHQ LW FDPH WR
VXSSUHVVLQJ&RPPXQLVW³LQILOWUDWLRQ´DQGPDLQWDLQLng a strong moral code. He passionately 
VXSSRUWHG+8$&¶VPRQLWRULQJDQGSURSDJDQGDDFWLYLWLHVDQGLQYLWHG0DUWLQ'LHVWRZULWHIRU
American Opinion. FBI director J. Edgar Hoover and Joseph McCarthy were among the few 
KHURHVKHSURPRWHG³RQWKHLQVLGH´RIJovernment. In 1960, he even started a Connecticut-
based Birch front called College Graduates against Education Traitors at Government 
Expense, a student lobby group installed to demand loyalty oaths for students borrowing 
government money to pursue their studies. 25 
With regard to violent resistance, Welch distanced himself and his organization from 
militia movements like the Minutemen, and stripped its national leader Robert DePugh of his 
Birch membership. A degree of overlap remained, but Welch made it clear he did not endorse 
PLOLWLDWDFWLFV³$QGZHDUHPXFKFRQFHUQHGDERXWWKRVHHTXDOO\JRRGSDWULRWVZKREHOLHYHLW
LVWLPHWR
KROGXS
LQWKHKLOOVZLWKJURFHULHVDQGULIOHV>«@$OOSDWULRWLFHIIRUWDQGUHVRXUFHV
should be put into the real fight, and not shunted off into KRSHOHVVRULQQRFXRXVWDQJHQWV´26 
Whenever members inquired as to where the Society stood on retaliatory white supremacist 
organizations like the Klan or the American Nazi Party, he drew a clear line in the sand and 
forbade such activitieVWRFRLQFLGHZLWK%LUFKDFWLYLVP³:HGRQRWDGYRFDWHWKHXVHRIIRUFH
RI DUPV LQ WKLV FRXQWU\EHFDXVHZHDUH ILJKWLQJ VWLOO DQ LGHRORJLFDO EDWWOH´KH UHSOLHG WR D
                                                          
25 Sara Diamond, Roads to Dominion: Right-Wing Movements and Political Power in the United States (New 
York: Guilford Press, 1995) ?  ? ?  ? ? ?ƐĞĞĂůƐŽĂƌďĂƌĂ'ƌĞĞŶ ?<ĂƚŚƌǇŶdƵƌŶĞƌĂŶĚĂŶƚĞ'ĞƌŵŝŶŽ ?  “ZĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ
and Irresponsible Right-tŝŶŐ'ƌŽƵƉƐ PWƌŽďůĞŵŝŶŶĂůǇƐŝƐ ? ?Journal of Social Issues 19.2 (April 1963), 3-17; 
on loyalty oaths, see Welch, John Birch Society Bulletin, December 1960, 9. 
26 Bulletin, November 1961, 5. 
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member from Laurel, Mississippi.27 As for his position on the KKK, Welch was equally 
clear: ³:HRSSRVHWKH.X.OX[.ODQZLWKHYHU\WKLQJSRVVLEOHDQGIHHOWKDWLWLVDVXEYHUVLYH
force which cannot help us in our battle - RQO\WKHHQHP\´ 28 
Welch explained the paradox between his far-reaching conspiracist beliefs and the 
support of the idea of the American republic WKURXJKKLV³SULQFLSOHRILQYHUVLRQ´6LPSO\SXW
Welch believed that the Communists, both within the American government and beyond it, 
realized that ordinary Americans would never willingly accept their collectivist agenda. 
Therefore, he assumed, they would go to great lengths to disguise their subversive activities 
with token anti-communist gestures aimed at duping Americans into believing their 
government was actually pursuing an aggressive policy on Communism at home and abroad. 
With a few notable exceptions ± such as Dies, Hoover and McCarthy ± Welch distrusted 
those in power even when they openly pursued anti-communist policies. When asked about 
:HOFKDQGWKH6RFLHW\¶VH[SORLWV:LOOLDP%XFNOH\DWRQHSRLQWJOHHIXOO\UHFDOOHG how even 
%RULV3DWHUQDN¶VDr. Zhivago to the Birch leader was nothing but a Communist smokescreen 
aimed at deluding Americans into believing the Soviet Union could be undermined from 
within.29 
 Most importantly, KRZHYHU :HOFK¶V HQGOHVV FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRULHV FDOOHG IRU
immediate action. The alarmism with which he approached the dangers for ordinary 
Americans, who were according his principle of inversion under siege from all angles and 
                                                          
27 Letter from D.A. Waite to Ingrid U. Cowan, December 13, 1963 (dictated December 9), JBS Papers, Box 7, 
 “ ? ? ?.
28 Letter from D.A. Waite to Carl May, July 24, 1963 (dictated July 22), ibid; see also  “'ƵŶƐ^ĞŝǌĞĚĂƚ>ĞĐƚƵƌĞŽŶ
'ƵĞƌƌŝůůĂtĂƌ ? ?Los Angeles Times ?KĐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ƉŐ ? ? ? “ŝƌĐŚ'ƌŽƵƉ ?DŝŶƵƚĞŵĞŶĂůůĞĚW ƌŝůƐ ? ?Los Angeles 
Times ? EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ? ?  “ ‘'ƵĞƌƌŝůůĂƐ ? >ĞĂĚĞƌ efends Training Plan: Founder of Minutemen Denies 
WŽůŝƚŝĐĂů/ŵƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐŝŶEĂƚŝŽŶĂůKƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?Los Angeles Times, November 10, 1961, 22. 
29 tŝůůŝĂŵ ƵĐŬůĞǇ ?  “dŚĞ hƉƌŽĂƌ ? ?National Review, April 21, 1961, 242-243; on Welch and Pasternak, see 
Eugene LyonƐ ? “dŚĞ&ŽůŬůŽƌĞŽĨƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?National Review, April 11, 1959, 645-646. 
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constantly lied to, stimulated dedicated members to link up local issues with a sense of 
national urgency. In American Opinion, Welch annually updated and published the 
FRPPXQLVWV¶ ³6FRUHERDUG´ D ³FRPSRVLWH RI FDUHIXO HVWLPDWHV PDGH LQGHSHQGHQWO\ RQ VL[
continents by the most highly qualified experts, has provided an accurate measure of the 
,QWHUQDWLRQDO &RPPXQLVW &RQVSLUDF\¶V SURJUHVV´ ,Q  ZKHQ :HOFK ILUVW UHYHDOHG KLV
³6FRUHERDUG´ KH HVWLPDWHG WKH 86 JRYHUQPHQW WR EH -40 percent under Communist 
control. By 1959 the number had increased to 30-50 percent and by 1960, to 40-60 percent. 
Unless the John Birch Society succeeded in educating the American people, whom Welch 
believed were inherently conservative, the takeover would be complete by as early as 1973. 
For those citizens sympathetic to the Birch program, the call for action was clear and 
energizing. 30 
 
 ,,,³%HWWHUWREH$ORQHWKDQLQ%DG&RPSDQ\´: The Case Against Isolationism 
 Scholars attempting to classify the JBS within the right-wing field tend to consider the 
Society an isolationist group. Considering the severe criticism Birchers expressed regarding 
WKHLURZQJRYHUQPHQW¶V IRUHLJQSROLF\DQG LQYROYHPHQW LQ LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVWdiplomacy, there 
are certainly arguments that point towards an isolationist reading of Birch activism. Niels 
Bjerre-3RXOVHQZKRVHZRUNXVHIXOO\PDSVWKH5LJKW¶VWUDQVLWLRQIURPDQWL-interventionism to 
a more militant anti-communism, argues that Welch, who opposed foreign aid, high military 
spending and emphasized the internal threat of Communism, never quite made the transition 
KLPVHOIDQGUHPDLQHG³DQDUGHQWLVRODWLRQLVW´31 In Eyes Right!: Challenging the Right Wing 
                                                          
30 ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ?  “^ĐŽƌĞďŽĂƌĚ ? ?American Opinion 8.7 (July-ƵŐƵƐƚ  ? ? ? ? ) ?  ? ? ? ^ĞĞ ĂůƐŽ ůĂŶ & ? tĞƐƚŝŶ ?  “dŚĞ
:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ P&ƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐŵŽŶƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ? ? ? ?
31 Niels Bjerre-Poulsen, Right Face: Organizing the American Conservative Movement (Copenhagen: Museum 
Tusculanum Press, 2003), 195. 
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Backlash, Jean Hardisty similarly conclXGHVWKDWWKH6RFLHW\³LVQRWSURSHUO\FDWHJRUL]HGDVD
1HZ5LJKWRUJDQL]DWLRQEXWLVEHVWVHHQDVµROGULJKW¶>«@DVDQLVRODWLRQLVWDQWL-communist 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ´ 32 
 These conclusions are certainly not without evidence, but they ignore what the 
Birchers shared with prominent New Right voices. As Michael Miles illustrates in The 
Odyssey of the American Right, postwar conservatives responded to the new reality of the 
Cold War by moving away from their Old Guard equivalents, and though they remained 
profounGO\ VNHSWLFDO RI LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW SROLF\ VDZ LW DV $PHULFD¶V PRUDO GXW\ WR OHDG WKH
global fight against Communism, roll back its advances rather contain them, and not to shy 
away from supporting or leading military intervention where it was necessary to protect 
GHPRFUDF\ $V WKLV VHFWLRQ ZLOO LOOXVWUDWH EHQHDWK WKH %LUFKHUV¶ RZQ FRQVSLUDFLVW DJHQGD
they actually agreed on the importance of American intervention, and rather than pursuing a 
truly, isolationist agenda, instead anticipated a unilateralist vision and regarded 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW³HQWDQJOHPHQWV´DVDQREVWDFOHWR$PHULFDQGRPLQDQFHLQLWVJOREDOILJKWIRU
freedom. 
In early 1959, one of the first operations Welch launched through the infrastructure of 
the John Birch Society was the Committee Against Summit Entanglements (CASE), a front 
RUJDQL]HGWRSURWHVWWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV¶SDUWLFLSDWLRQLQLQWHUQDWLRQDOVXPPLWVZLWKWKH6RYLHW
8QLRQDQGVSHFLILFDOO\.KUXVKFKHY¶VYLVLWWRWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVLQ6HSWHPEHUDVZHOODV
(LVHQKRZHU¶VLQWHQGHGWULSto Moscow later in June 1960, alongside the scheduled May 1960 
Paris summit. Through CASE, the Birch Society disseminated an impressive amount of 
                                                          
32 :ĞĂŶ ,ĂƌĚŝƐƚǇ ?  “ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŶŐ ,ŽŵŽƉŚŽďŝĂ P ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ ?Ɛ ZŝŐŚƚ-tŝŶŐ ƚƚĂĐŬ ŽŶ ,ŽŵŽƐĞǆƵĂůƐ ? ? ŝŶ ŚŝƉ ĞƌůĞƚ
(ed.), Eyes Right: Challenging the Right Wing Backlash (Boston: South End Press, 1995), 98-99; also see Justus 
Doenecke, Not to the Swift: The Old Isolationists in the Cold War Era (Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell University Press), 
1979. 
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propaganda against the summits, reiterating widespread conservative frustrations with the 
outcomes of the wartime meetings at Yalta, Teheran and Potsdam, which Welch could only 
see as proof of either a weak, stultified American attitude towards Stalin, or worse, a 
deliberate betrayal of the West. In order to gain widespread sympathies, Welch downplayed 
the conspirDWRULDOHOHPHQWDQGDUJXHG(LVHQKRZHU¶VSURSRVHGPHHWLQJZLWKWKH6RYLHWVZRXOG
³IXUWKHULQFUHDVH6RYLHWSUHVWLJH´DQGOHDYHWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVZLWK³DOOWRORVHDQGQRWKLQJWR
JDLQ´)XUWKHUPRUHKHDUJXHGWKH3UHVLGHQW¶VLQLWLDWLYHWRHDVHWHQVLRQVZLWKKhrushchev was 
D PLVFDOFXODWLRQ DQG DQ ³XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO´ DEXVH RI H[HFXWLYH SRZHU ODPHQWLQJ WKDW ³WR
QHJRWLDWHLVWRVXUUHQGHU´33 
Welch called upon many of his close associates as well as other conservative 
luminaries to kick start a series of petitions WRLQIOXHQFHWKH3UHVLGHQWDQGWR³SXWDEUDNHRQ
VRPHRIWKHZRUVWFRQFHVVLRQVDQGFRPSURPLVHV´RUSHUKDSVHYHQVHFXUHD³SRVWSRQHPHQW´
of the meeting altogether. 34  Having selected himself as CASE Chairman, he appointed 
Council members Charles Edison, AlfrHG .RKOEHUJ DQG &ODUHQFH ³3DW´ 0DQLRQ DV KLV
immediate lieutenants. He also formed an Executive Committee, charged with promotion and 
top-level recruitment duties, consisting of Birch Council members Tom Anderson, Spruille 
Braden as well as cautious sympathizers such as General Albert Wedemeyer and Archibald 
5RRVHYHOW 3UHVLGHQW 7KHRGRUH 5RRVHYHOW¶V VRQ 35  5HDOL]LQJ WKH IURQW QHHGHG ³WKH PRUDO
EDFNLQJRIDODUJHDQGVWURQJFRPPLWWHH´KHUHDFKHGEH\RQGWKH6RFLHW\¶V&RXQFLODQGFDVWD
wide net, successfully inviting dozens of renowned conservatives and libertarians, such as 
Elizabeth Churchill Brown, Taylor Caldwell, P.A. Del Valle, Ludwig von Mises, J. Howard 
                                                          
33  “ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ ŐĂŝŶƐƚ ^Ƶŵŵŝƚ ŶƚĂŶŐůĞŵĞŶƚƐ ? ƉĂŵƉŚůĞƚ  ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚ ) ? d ? oleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?
34 Ibid. 
35  “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ ŝĚĞĚ ŝƌĐŚ hŶŝƚ ? ZŽƵƐƐĞůŽƚ ^ĂǇƐ P ^ĞŶĂƚŽƌ EĂŵĞĚ ĂƐ DĞŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ ƚŽ KƉƉŽƐĞ
Eisenhower-<ŚƌƵƐŚĐŚĞǀWĂƌůĞǇ ? ?Los Angeles Times, October 10, 1964, 4. 
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Pew and even Barry Goldwater.  Other prominent anti-communists, like Eugene Lyons, did 
not formally MRLQ :HOFK¶V SURMHFW EXW FRPPHQGHG KLP RQ KLV ZRUN DQG SOHGJHG YDU\LQJ
sums of money to support the endeavor. 36 
Through CASE alone, Welch had ads printed in over 2,500 daily newspapers, 
including the Manchester Union Leader, Cincinnati Inquirer, Indianapolis Star and News, 
Dallas News, Oakland Tribune, Chicago Tribune, New York Herald Tribune, Houston 
Chronicle and over a dozen more. Independently, local Birch chapters paid for CASE ads in 
their local papers, and over the remainder of August, Welch tried to raise an additional 
 WR KDYH DGV SULQWHG LQ WKH FRXQWU\¶V ILIW\ ODUJHVW QHZVSDSHUV EXW IDLOHG 37  In 
DQWLFLSDWLRQRI(LVHQKRZHU¶VYLVLWWR0RVFRZKHVHQWDIRUPDOOHWWHUGLUHFWO\WRWKH3UHVLGHQW
WLWOHG³3OHDVH0U3UHVLGHQW'RQ¶W*R´, a line suggested by Alfred Kohlberg, which he also 
IRUZDUGHGWRDVWDJJHULQJDPRXQWRIQHZVSDSHUV,QKLVOHWWHU:HOFK³UHVSHFWIXOO\XUJ>HG@´
(LVHQKRZHU³QRWWRJLYHWKHEXWFKHUVRIWKH.UHPOLQWKHXQGHVHUYHGSUHVWLJHDQGWUHPHQGRXV
propaganda advantage of associating on equal terms with the President of the United 
6WDWHV´38 With the letter, he enclosed 128 petitions bearing a total of 1,634 signatures. In 
addition, he wrote ± in name of the committee ± House Representatives and Senators 
lamenting that they had let the executive branch usurp congressional powers regulating 
foreign affairs, and urged them to intervene. 39 
                                                          
36 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚƚŽƵŐĞŶĞ>ǇŽŶƐ ?ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ƵŐĞŶĞ>ǇŽŶƐWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P
tĞůĐŚ ?ZŽďĞƌƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
37  “dŽdŚŽƐĞ/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ ? ?ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?d ?ŽůĞŵĂŶŶĚƌĞǁƐ WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶ
BircŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?ƐĞĞalso  “dŽWƌĞƐĞŶƚDĞŵďĞƌƐŶĚWƌŽƐƉĞĐƚŝǀĞDĞŵďĞƌƐ ? ?August 7, 1959, ibid. 
38 Letter from Robert Welch to T. Coleman Andrews, June 29, 1959, T. Coleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?
39  “dŽDĞŵďĞƌƐKĨdŚĞ,ŽƵƐĞKĨZĞƉƌĞsentatives, Selected Newspaper Editors, And A Number Of Outstanding 
WĂƚƌŝŽƚƐ ? ?^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ŽŶ<ŽŚůďĞƌŐ ?ƐŝĚĞĂĨŽƌƚŚĞ^ƐůŽŐĂŶ ?ƐĞĞZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ?The Blue Book of The 
John Birch Society. Belmont: Western Islands, 1959, 27th printing, 1999, 79. 
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Khrushchev visited the United States in September 1959, notwithstanding the barrage 
of hostile propaganda disseminated by the Birchers and allied conservatives such as the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Human Events and even the National Review. 
Nevertheless, Welch was eager to claim some credit. Looking back in 1970, he concluded in 
WKH 6RFLHW\¶V Bulletin ³:H FRXOGQ¶W VWRS LW 7KHUH ZDVQ¶W WLPH %XW ZH GLG FUHDWH HQRXJK
public understanding of the man [i.e. Khrushchev], and disgust at the spectacle, so that as a 
propaganda play his trip was almost a total flop within the United States´ 40  As for 
(LVHQKRZHU¶VFDQFHOOHGYLVLW WR0RVFRZ the following year, which would fall through after 
US-Soviet relations sunk to a low at the Paris summit following the U-2 incident, Welch 
FODLPHG YLFWRU\ ³7KLV LV H[DFWO\ ZKDW ZH KDYH EHHQ GHPDQGLQJ´ 7KH KXPLOLDWLRQ RI WKH
United States, he found, was ³VWLOO LPPHDVXUDEO\ OHVVGLVDVWURXV WKDQZRXOGKDYHEHHQ WKH
VHOORXW RI %HUOLQ WKH EHWUD\DO RI :HVW *HUPDQ\ WKH µDJUHHPHQWV¶ IRU GLVDUPDPHQW WR EH
LPSOHPHQWHGE\6RYLHW WURRSVRQ8QLWHG6WDWHV VRLO«´ ,QDQ\FDVH WKURXJK CASE, Welch 
and the Society had dLVWULEXWHGDERXWVL[KXQGUHGWKRXVDQGSRVWFDUGV³6WD\$ZD\± 86$´
³3OHDVH0U3UHVLGHQW'RQ¶W*R´DQG³,I<RX*R± 'RQ¶W&RPH%DFN´41 
 7KH%LUFKHUV¶GULYHEHKLQGCASE VKHGVDQLQWHUHVWLQJOLJKWRQWKH6RFLHW\¶VDOOHJHG
isolationism. To be sure, the BLUFKHUV¶ DQWL-summit propaganda and unwavering distrust 
towards any diplomatic commitment towards an easing of Cold War tensions can be traced 
back to Old Right isolationist ± and even nativist ± anxieties reminiscent of the failed Bricker 
Amendment and opposition to the League of Nations. However, their fears of unilateral 
disarmament and heightened Soviet prestige derived from such summits suggested the US 
should not shy away from an international stage, but rather dominate it, without bargaining 
                                                          
40 Bulletin, February 1970, 16. 
41 ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ?  “dŽ ůů DĞŵďĞƌƐ KĨ dŚĞ KhE/> ? ? DĂǇ  ? ? ?    ? ? d ? ŽůĞŵĂŶ ŶĚƌĞǁƐ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ?
 “'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?
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with the ³LOOHJLWLPDWH´OHDGHUVKLSRIWKH.UHPOLQ:HOFKWUXO\EHOLHYHGWKHSURSRVHG6XPPLW
&RQIHUHQFHLQ0RVFRZZRXOGKHUDOGWKH³VXUUHQGHURIWKH:HVW´DWZKLFKWKH³DSSHDVHPHQW-
PLQGHGOHDGHUVRIWKHUHPDLQLQJIUHHZRUOGZLOOEHSXVKHGRYHUWKHHGJH´7KHSUREOHm for 
him was not that Americans were drawn into foreign matters of both a diplomatic and 
militaristic nature, but that they were tricked into fighting the wrong wars, and surrendering 
their power and influence through agreeing to the wrong demands, which Welch increasingly 
believed could have only happened through internal treason.42  
2QORRNLQJEDFN WR WKH.RUHDQ:DU WKH³ORVVRI&KLQD´DQG³:HVWHUQEHWUD\DO´RI
Eastern Europe after World War II, the Birchers resuscitated the frustrations of established 
anti-communist leaders such as Douglas MacArthur, Joe McCarthy, James Burnham, Barry 
*ROGZDWHURUHYHQ'ZLJKW(LVHQKRZHUDVSUHVLGHQWLDOFDQGLGDWHZLWK7UXPDQ¶VFRQWDLQPHQW
policies in the face of the advance of international communism. Physician and California JBS 
FRRUGLQDWRU*UDQYLOOH.QLJKWDVNHGUKHWRULFDOO\LQGHIHQVHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VDJHQGD³:K\GR
ZH SHUPLW RXUVHOYHV WR EH WUDSSHG LQWR µVXPPLW¶ PHHWLQJV"´ DQG ³:K\ GR ZH WDON RI WKH
insanity of unilateral disarmament when facing a foe WKDWKDV VZRUQ WRGHVWUR\XV"´ ,Q WKH
VDPHEUHDWKKHLQTXLUHG³:K\GLGZHZLWKKROGDUPVIURP&KLDQJ.DL-Shek in 1946, after 
&RQJUHVV KDG VSHFLILFDOO\ DXWKRUL]HG GHOLYHU\"´ DQG ³:K\ ZHUH &KLDQJ .DL-6KHN¶V IRUFHV
not unleased [sic] in 1950 for the invasion and liberation of the Mainland of China, when the 
5HG &KLQHVH DUPLHV ZHUH PXUGHULQJ RXU VRQV LQ .RUHD"´ 2Q .RUHD .QLJKW VSHFXODWHG
³:K\ZHUHZHQRWSHUPLWWHGWRZLQWKH.RUHDQ:DUE\ERPELQJEH\RQGWKH<DOXULYHU"´
HFKRLQJ:HOFK¶VGHIHQVHRI0DF$UWKXUin his May God Forgive Us,IWKH6RFLHW\¶VYLHZVRQ
                                                          
42 Bulletin, December 1959, 11; on Welch and disarmament see Bulletin,  October  1961, 10. 
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military interventionism and foreign aid were at times conflicting, they were still hardly 
isolationist and instead supported an aggressive roll-back position.43 
 To dismiss Welch and his organization as an isolationist relic of the Old Right 
becomes all the more problematic, considering his obsessive preoccupation with the advance 
of international communism. As early as 1958, Welch speculated the Communists had 
completed two-thirds of their global conquest. At Council meetings, he would walk his 
advisors through reports on how the Red Menace was spreading around the world, with 
almost equal attention to Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. He would draw on the 
³H[SHUWLVH´ RI DVVRFLDWHV OLNH +LODLUH GX %errier (France and Western Europe), Spruille 
Braden (Latin America), Alfred Kohlberg (China and Far East Asia), Slobodan Draskovich 
(Yugoslavia and Eastern Europe), and George Schuyler (Africa), who would contribute 
heavily to 2QH0DQ¶V2SLQLRQ and later American Opinion, as well as feature on the JBS-
VSRQVRUHG VSHDNLQJ WRXUV&DVWUR¶V VXFFHVVIXO FRXSRQ1HZ<HDU¶V(YH RIHVSHFLDOO\
FRQILUPHG:HOFK¶VVXVSLFLRQV³7KH$PHULFDQSHRSOHKDYHEHHQVREUDLQZDVKHGE\QRZWKDW
they were far less disturbed in 1959 by the establishment of a Communist dictatorship right 
on our doorstep than they had been in 1949 by the establishment of one ten thousand miles 
DZD\´$SSO\LQJD³GRPLQR WKHRU\´RIKLVRZQKHFRQVLGHUHG&XED WKH WKLUGEORFN WR IDOO
after Bolivia with Paz Estenssoro, and Venezuela with Juan Lechín and Romulo Betancourt. 
                                                          
43 'ƌĂŶǀŝůůĞ <ŶŝŐŚƚ ?  “ ‘/Ŷ ĞĨĞŶƐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? P ^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ EĞǁƐ-Press  W December 23, 
 ? ? ? ? ? ? 'ƌĂŶǀŝůůĞ <ŶŝŐŚƚ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ?  “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P  ? ? ? ? ? KĐƚŽďĞƌ  W ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ? ?  ?-4. On foreign aid, 
<ŶŝŐŚƚĂĚĚĞĚ P “tŚǇĚŝĚǁĞŶŽƚƉƌŽŵƉƚůǇƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞ and aid the new government of free Hungary in 1956 after 
a successful revolution and thus prevent the slaughter of many thousands of freedom fighters by the 
DŽŶŐŽůŝĂŶŚŽƌĚĞƐĨƌŽŵZƵƐƐŝĂǁŚŽŝŶǀĂĚĞĚ,ƵŶŐĂƌǇŽŶĞǁĞĞŬůĂƚĞƌ ? ?ƚŽĐŽŵƉĂƌĞǁŝƚŚ “tŚǇĚŽǁĞĐŽŶƚŝnue 
to spend ourselves into bankruptcy by giving away billions of dollars abroad, much of which has gone to 
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐWŽůĂŶĚĂŶĚǌĞĐŚŽƐůŽǀĂŬŝĂ ? ? ? “/ŶĞĨĞŶƐĞŽĨƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?
ĂŐĂŝŶŽŶĨŽƌĞŝŐŶĂŝĚ ?ZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ P “ƚŚe very idea of foreign aid was dreamed up by Stalin, or by his agents for 
Śŝŵ ? ? ůĂŶ & ? tĞƐƚŝŶ ?  “dŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ P &ƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚ ůŝƐŵ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Commentary, 32.2  (August 
1961), 95. 
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+H IODWO\ GHQLHG DOOHJDWLRQV RI WKH 'RPLQLFDQ GLFWDWRU 5DIDHO 7UXMLOOR¶V LQYROYHPHQW LQ DQ
assassination attempt on Betancourt and blamed the American government for wrongfully 
isolatinJKLP³$QGRXU6WDWH'HSDUWPHQWKDVDOUHDG\EHHQ LQVWLWXWLQJDQGVXSSRUWLQJVXFK
RWKHUSUHVVXUHVDJDLQVW7UXMLOOR¶VJRYHUQPHQWDVWRPDNHLWH[WUHPHO\XQOLNHO\WKDW WKLVRQH
remaining strong bulwark of anti-Communism in the whole Caribbean area can survive more 
WKDQ D IHZ PRQWKV ORQJHU´ $JDLQ :HOFK GLG QRW FULWLFL]H WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW IRU
exerting any significant influence over other sovereign nations, but for punishing and 
ZHDNHQLQJ³WUXHDQWL-&RPPXQLVW´OHDGHUVDQGLQVWHDGKHOSLQJWKH&RPPXQLVWV44 
 As illustrated by his comments on Bolivia, Cuba and Venezuela, Welch showered his 
members and advisors with lengthy analyses of Communist subversion in myriad locations 
around the world. The entire September 1962 American Opinion, for instance, was dedicated 
to Algeria, which had only gained its independence from France two months earlier. In his 
VLJQDWXUHFROXPQ³,I<RX:DQW LW6WUDLJKW´:HOFKFODLPHGCharles De Gaulle ± whom he 
believed to be a covert Communist ± KDGSXVKHGIRU$OJHULD¶VVHFHVVLRQIURPthe French so it 
could be more easily penetrated by the Kremlin. He was convinced that Ahmed Ben Bella, 
WKH FRXQWU\¶V ILUVW SUHVLGHQW ZDV D &RPPXQLVW DJLWDWRU DQG KLV 1DVVHULVW V\PSDWKLHV DQG
support from other countries seeking independence, such as Pakistan, only heightened those 
suspicions.45 As a response, Welch ordered his members to read and distribute reprints of 
                                                          
44  “WĂƌƚKĨdŚĞŽŵŵĞŶƚƐDĂĚĞƚŽDDZ^K&d,KhE/>ƚdŚĞŝƌDĞeting In Boston On September 
 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ůďĞƌƚtĞĚĞŵĞǇĞƌWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?- ? ? ? ? ? ?,ŽŽǀĞƌ
Institution Archives, Stanford University. 
45 ZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? “/ĨzŽƵtĂŶƚŝƚ^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ ? ?ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶKƉŝŶŝŽŶ ? ? ? ?^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ), 34; Bulletin April 1960, 10-
13. 
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6LVOH\+XGOHVWRQ¶VFrance: The Tragic Years, 1939-1947, a pamphlet against De Gaulle, and 
to write letters of support to anti-independence stalwart Jacques Soustelle.46 
Algeria too was but part of a larger problem. Being the last European colony in North 
$IULFDWRJDLQDXWRQRP\WKHWHUULWRU\V\PEROL]HGWKH'DUN&RQWLQHQW¶VJUDGXDOLQGHSHQGHQFH
from its former European colonial masters. The decolonization movement that gained traction 
at the close of the Second World War posed a dilemma for many Americans, not all 
conservative. Whereas the Roosevelt administration had requested its allies to liberate their 
colonies in the Atlantic Charter, the sudden change in post-war power relations forced the 
Truman and Eisenhower administrations to reconsider. As Frank Furedi has demonstrated in 
his work on nationalistic movements and self-determination in colonial empires, the U.S. 
6WDWH'HSDUWPHQW³ZDVLQclined to view virtually every manifestation of colonial protest from 
D&ROG:DUSHUVSHFWLYH´+HQFHLWEHFDPHGLVWUXVWIXORIXQUHVWLQFRORQLHVDVLWFDOFXODWHGD
³VHFRQG6FUDPEOHIRU$IULFD´ZRXOGHQKDQFH6RYLHWLQIOXHQFH$PHULFDQFRQVHUYDWLYHVZHUH
especially wary of emancipation movements tout court and feared violent revolution and a 
fertile soil for collectivist dogma. When on December 10, 1960 the United Nations General 
$VVHPEO\ YRWHG WR DSSURYH WKH ³'HFODUDWLRQ RQ WKH *UDQWLQJ RI ,QGHSHQGHQFH WR &RORQLDO
&RXQWULHV DQG 3HRSOHV´ D UHVROXWLRQ SURSRsed by the Soviet Union, the United States 
GHOHJDWLRQPHDQLQJIXOO\DEVWDLQHG$VWKH³<HDURI$IULFD´GUHZWRDFORVHVHYHUDOYRLFHVRQ
WKH5LJKWLQVWHDGFDOOHGIRUD³\HDURIUHDOLVP´47 
                                                          
46 Letter from D. A. Waite to Robert S. Allen, December 10, 1963 (dictated December 4), John Birch Society 
ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ ? ? ? ? 
47 Frank Furedi, Colonial Wars and the Politics of Third World Nationalism (London: I.B. Tauris & Co., 1994), 104; 
 “zĞĂƌĨŽƌƌĞĂůŝƐŵ ?ƋƵŽƚĞĚĨƌŽŵ,ĞŶƌǇ^ ?,ĂǇǁĂƌĚ ? ?ĞůŐŝƵŵ'ŝǀĞƐŝƚƚĞƌ>ĞƐƐŽŶ ? ?ŝŶChristian Science Monitor, 
December 28, 1960, 1; See James Hubbard, The United States and the End of British Colonial Rule in Africa, 
1941  W 1968 (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co., 2011). 
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The colonial conflict that perhaps received the most attention from the American 
Right in the early 1960s, was the Congo Crisis, which had erupted after the Belgian Congo 
obtained its long-awaited independence from Brussels, and Moise Tshombe, sympathizer of 
the Belgian former patriarchal umbrella ± and its wealthy mining interests ± led the rich 
province of Katanga into a secession from Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba. The latter in 
turn called for the United Nations to intervene, quell the civil war that had broken out, and all 
but end the Katanga secession. Threatening to call upon Soviet assistance if the U.N. failed to 
deliver, and acting upon his threat when they did, Lumumba angered the Belgian and 
American governments, setting in motion his own demise. When the United Nations 
eventually did intervene, and overstepped its mandate to bring an end to civil turmoil and 
actively pursued an end to the Katanga secession ± complete by January 1963 ± American 
anti-communists, including the Birchers, cried foul. 
Subsequently, pro-Tshombe interests formally organized Katanga Information 
Services (KIS), a New York-based lobby group headed by Michel Struelens, a former 
administrator in the Belgian Congo with ties to the powerful mining industry. At the end of 
1961, KIS mobilized resources to fund the American Committee for Aid to Katanga Freedom 
Fighters. Max Yergan, an African-American ex-Communist, presided over the organization, 
and received key support from prominent conservatives like Bill Buckley and the Young 
Americans for Freedom, Barry Goldwater, Everett Dirksen, James Eastland, Strom 
Thurmond, Richard Nixon, Herbert Hoover, and even liberal Democrat Christopher Dodd, 
who was allegedly linked to Struelens and the Belgian mining lobby.48 
 Alongside YAF, grassroots support for Aid to Katanga became a spontaneous Birch 
side-project. Though it was never an actual JBS front, Welch enthusiastically encouraged his 
                                                          
48 David N. Gibbs, The Political Economy of Third World Intervention: Mines, Money and U.S. Policy in the 
Congo Crisis (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991), 121-3. 
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members to support and participate. 49  Local chapters organized and sponsored speaking 
tours, distributed leaflets, placed ads in newspapers, started letter writing campaigns to 
elected officials and promoted the Katanga cause to such an extent, the Committee was often 
mistaken for a Birch front. As a memorandum to President Kennedy put it:  
Is the Aid to Katanga Committee a Birch front or a National Review front? Probably 
LW¶V both, an example in which the goals of both groups coincide. While the National 
Review seems to dominate the New York based Committee which has attracted the 
most important support, in the local committees the Birchers seem to predominate due 
to their grassroots organization. 50 
In other words, the campaign set up by non-Birch conservatives profited heavily from the 
unique grassroots strength that the JBS could muster. In late 1961, as the right-wing 
defamation campaign against the actions of the U.N. gained traction, a local Birch 
coordinator called John Gay actually invited Michel Struelens to come to the San Fernando 
Valley area on a speaking tour on behalf of a local Birch-VSRQVRUHG IURQW ³)DLU 3OD\ IRU
.DWDQJD &RPPLWWHH´ DQ RUJDQL]DWLRQ WKDW FODLPHG WKe United Nations were executing a 
Soviet-controlled invasion. Struelens, who was held back in New York due to visa problems, 
was eventually replaced by former CPUSA activist Bella Dodd, who predictably confirmed 
the allegations mounted against the U.N. From Belmont, reprints of 46 Angry Men: The 46 
Civilian Doctors of Elisabethville Denounce U.N.O. Violations in Katanga were distributed 
WR%LUFKPHPEHUVDSURSDJDQGD³UHSRUW´VSRQVRUHGE\8QLRQ0LQLqUHZKLFKDFFXVHG81
forces of committing genocide.51 
                                                          
49 ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ?  “dŽ ůů ŚĂƉƚĞƌ >ĞĂĚĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ ,ŽŵĞ ŚĂƉƚĞƌ ? ?ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? d ? ŽůĞŵĂŶ ŶĚƌĞǁƐ
WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ?. 
50  “^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ĞŶƚĞƌ P ŽŶĨŝĚĞŶƚŝĂů ZĞƉŽƌƚ  ? ? ? ? &ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? >ĞĞ tŚŝƚĞ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ? ?
 “ZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? W  ? ? ? ? ? ?:ŽŚŶ&ŝƚǌŐĞƌĂůĚ<ĞŶnedy Library, 2-4. 
51 “KĨĨŝĐŝĂů&ůĂǇƐWƌŽ-<ĂƚĂŶŐĂWƌŽƉĂŐĂŶĚŝƐƚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, December 28, 1961, 5;  “EĞǁh ?^ ?'ƌŽƵƉĂĐŬƐ
Katanga Against U.N.: Sen. Dirksen Among 81 Initial Sponsors Seeking to Mobilize Support of Public, Los 
Angeles Times, December 14 ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ?  “&Ăŝƌ WůĂǇ ĨŽƌ <ĂƚĂŶŐĂ ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ ? ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ  ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚ )  ?
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As 'DYLG *LEEV SRLQWVRXW WKH .DWDQJD FDPSDLJQ ³GRYHWDLOHG QLFHO\ ZLWK DQWL-UN 
VHQWLPHQWZKLFKKDVORQJFKDUDFWHUL]HGWKH$PHULFDQIDUULJKW´,QGHHGPDQ\RQWKH5LJKW
struggled to consider the United Nations as a legitimate authority, and instead saw its 
physical presence in New York as a symbol of both East Coast internationalism and 
subversion of American sovereignty and global influence, or worse, Communist infiltration. 
Participation and veto power of the Soviet Union heightened those suspicions and as a result, 
Old Guard Republicans responded by introducing the failed Bricker Amendment and 
defending the Connally reservation, which would have limited the International Court of 
-XVWLFH¶VDXWKRULW\RYHU$PHULFDQGRPHVWLFLVVXHV52 
Whereas conservative leaders such as James Burnham and Bill Buckley distrusted the 
U.N., but advocated American active participation in it to maintain a measure of control, the 
Birch Society lobbied heavily for withdrawal and removal of its headquarters ± ³WKHKRXVH
that Hiss builW´± IURP$PHULFDQVRLO7KH6RFLHW\ODXQFKHGLWV³*HW862XWRIWKH81´
campaign and signs bearing the slogan quickly appeared across the country, from suburban 
front lawns to eye-catching billboards alongside interstate highways. Welch made no bones 
aERXW KLV VXVSLFLRQV ³7KLV RUJDQL]DWLRQ ZDV FRQFHLYHG E\ &RPPXQLVWV IRXQGHG E\
Communists, has always been controlled by Communists, and has been used increasingly²
                                                                                                                                                                                    
Margaret Meier Collection of Extreme Right Ephemeral Materials, 1930- ? ? ? ? ? Žǆ  ? ? ?  “<ĂƚĂŶŐĂ ? ? ĞƉƚ ? ŽĨ
Special Collections and University Archives, Stanford University; see Roger Hilsman, To Move a Nation: The 
Politics of Foreign Policy in the Administration of John F. Kennedy (New York: Doubleday, 1967); Stephen R. 
Weissman, American Foreign Policy in the Congo 1960-1964 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1974); Lawrence 
R. Devlin, Chief of Station, Congo, Fighting the Cold War in a Hot Zone (New York: PublicAffairs, 2007). 
52 David Gibbs, 122; see also Stephen Ryan, The United Nations and International Politics (London: Palgrave 
DĂĐŵŝůůĂŶ ? ? ? ? ? ) ?ĂƌƌǇ'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ ? “dŚĞh ?E ?,ĂƐ ‘DĞƌĐĞŶĂƌŝĞƐ ? ?dŽŽ ? ?Los Angeles Times, January 2, 1962, B4; 
 “dǁŽsŝĞǁƐŽĨhE/& ? ?Los Angeles Times, November 18, 1961, B4. 
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and ever more brazenly ± WR FDUU\ RXW &RPPXQLVW SXUSRVHV´53 Through the U.N. he saw 
leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru of India and Sukarno of Indonesia take to the international 
stage and profess a virulent anti-imperialism that shared ties with Soviet anti-Western 
propaganda. On the local level, Birchers organized tireless campaigns, from having U.N. 
insignia removed from schools and department stores, to picketing fundraising fairs for 
UNESCO. Through collaboration with organizations as diverse as the National Defense 
Committee, National Economic Council, American United Council and Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the Birchers could extend their influence and presence on the Right 
significantly. 54 
,QKLVGHIHQVHRI:HOFKDQGWKH6RFLHW\*UDQYLOOH.QLJKWGHPDQGHGWRNQRZ³:K\
did Eisenhower oppose the Bricker Amendment and urge repeal of the Connolly reservation 
which authorities consider vital in order to protect the United States from interference by the 
International Court of Justice in important matters which are solely the concern of the United 
6WDWHV"´7KHSUREOHPIRU.QLJKWZDVQRWWhat the United States was being forced to play an 
active role on the international stage, but that it was being shackled to a suspect 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVPWKDWXQGHUPLQHG$PHULFDQV¶FDSDFLW\WRUXQWKHLURZQQDWLRQDVWKH\VDZILW
and act with unilateral resolution against those who threatened the cause of liberty abroad. 
The problem with the United Nations was not that the United States sat at the table with other 
national representatives to work towards a more peaceful world, but that it was forced to 
undergo the humiliation of negotiating with the enemy on their terms.55 To Birchers and 
likeminded conspiracists, the apparent strength of international Communism and American 
                                                          
53 Quoted in Lindsay Porter, Who Are the Illuminati: Exploring the Myth of the Secret Society (London: Collins & 
Brown, 2005), 165. 
54  “h ?E ?&ĂŝƌWŝĐŬĞƚĞĚĂƚ^ĂŶƚĂĂƌďĂƌĂ ? ?Los Angeles Times ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?: ? ? ?WĂƵůŽĂƚĞƐ ? “>ŝƚƚůĞŚŝůĚƌĞŶ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞZĞĚWůŽƚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, October 28, 1962, J7. 
55 'ƌĂŶǀŝůůĞ<ŶŝŐŚƚ ? “/ŶĞĨĞŶƐĞŽĨƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ?.
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reluctance or inability to challenge it, could only be explained by reassessing the U.N. as a 
beachhead for a collectivist One World Government hiding under the umbrella of 
internationalism. Welch himself in his opening presentation in Indianapolis had made no 
ERQHV DERXW LWV GDQJHU WR $PHULFDQ VRYHUHLJQW\ ³,QWHUQDWLRQDOLVP DV LW LV FRQFHLYed and 
promoted today, is an attempt to impose more government and a more centralized one-world 
government on all of us everywhere. For that reason it is automatically contrary to everything 
we stand for and one of the movements we shall oppose with all thHVWUHQJWKZHFDQ´ 56 
Rather than strictly subscribing to the Old Guard isolationism of the antebellum, the 
Birchers in their resistance to the role of the United Nations stood much closer to the 
interventionist line of the New Right. Through CASE and Get Us Out, they expressed a 
rejection of multilateralist diplomacy, fueled by conspiracist suspicions rather than a desire to 
isolate the United States. What is more, their conspiracist suspicions were stimulated by a 
desire to crush international Communism aQGWKHIUXVWUDWLRQVZLWKWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV¶LQDELOLW\
± or reluctance ± to do so. At the same time, campaigns like Aid to Katanga illustrated a 
fusion across the right, with a place for the Birch activists, who often provided the manpower 
and infrastructure to disseminate propaganda, organize educational speaking tours and 
petition elected representatives. 
                                                          
56 Welch, Blue Book, 162-3; see also Michael Miles, The Odyssey of the American Right. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1980, 120, 242; on Human Events, see Right Face, 99 and Murray N. Rothbard and Thomas E. 
Woods, Jr. (ed.), The Betrayal of the American Right (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2007; for Bircher 
positions on Connally, Bricker et al., see Bulletin, February 1960, 15; March 1960, 8-9; April 1960, 9-11; 
September 1960, 29. 
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Fig. 4: A typical JBS-sponsored billboard advocating U.S. withdrawal from the United Nations, and vice versa. 
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,9³(QRXJK WR0DNH(YHU\6WDWXH/HDS IURP LWV3HGHVWDO´7KH0RYHPHQW to Impeach 
Earl Warren 
,I :HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDFLVP VWLPXODWHG JUDVVURRWV DFWLYLVP RQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO PDWWHUV WKHQ WKH
same can be said of FRXQWHULQJ LQWHUQDO VXEYHUVLRQ 2QH RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V first domestic 
programs, launched in 1959, was the Movement to Impeach Earl Warren. Welch, a native 
southerner, opposed forced integration in the South as federal overreach and violation of 
VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV DQG VXVSHFWHG &RPPXQLVW PDQLSXODWLRQ EHKLQG WKH Brown v. Board of 
Education rulings. In addition, the rulings in Yates vs. United States and Watkins v. United 
States on June 17, 1957 ± RUDVPDQ\FULWLFVRIWKHGHFLVLRQGXEEHGLW³5HG0RQGD\´± which 
limited the enforceability of conspiracy provisions in Dennis v. United States and the Smith 
Act, had convinced Welch that Warren was consciously shielding Communist conspirators 
75 
 
 
 
DFWLYHLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV,QVSLUHGE\WKH*HRUJLDOHJLVODWXUH¶VFDOOIRULPSHDFKPHQWRIVL[
Justices, Welch decided to weigh in on the struggle and go after Warren himself.57 
 $VZLWK³*HW862XW´³,PSHDFK(DUO:DUUHQ´VLJQVVWDUWHGGRWWLQJ ODndscapes all 
over the country. Birch chapters paid for ads in their local newspapers, distributed pamphlets, 
sponsored speaking tours, sent postcards and often teamed up with conservatives outside the 
Society. Some prominent officials even openly expressed enthusiasm for the project. 
6HJUHJDWLRQLVW'HPRFUDW -LP(DVWODQG866HQDWRU IRU0LVVLVVLSSLHYHQJURZOHG³, WKLQN
DOO RI WKHP RXJKW WR EH LPSHDFKHG´ DOOHJLQJ WKH :DUUHQ &RXUW KDG RYHUVHHQ PRUH SUR-
&RPPXQLVW GHFLVLRQV ³WKDQ DQ\ MXGLFLDO WULEXQDO RXWVLGH WKH ,URQ &XUWDLQ´ 2WKHUV RQ WKH
Right were less impressed. Anti-communist journalist George Sokolsky, who was acquainted 
with Welch through the National Association of Manufacturers and wrote for a number of 
conservative-leaning Hearst newspapers, complained to Herbert Krauch of the Los Angeles 
Evening Herald PressULGLFXOLQJWKHSURMHFW¶VDOOHJHGHIIHFWLYHQHVV³7KHVHIRONVDSSDUHQWO\
believe that all problems can be solved by impeaching Earl Warren. It reminds me of the ads 
for Sloanes Linament when I was a boy ± LWFRXOGFXUHPRVWRIWKHDLOVRIPDQDQGKRUVH´58 
 6RNROVN\¶V VNHSWLFLVP ZDV VKDUHG E\ PDQ\ ERWK ZLWKLQ DQG RXWVLGH WKH 6RFLHW\
Some members even found the idea of going directly after Warren so ill-advised they 
promptly turned in their membership cards. Herbert Seidler of Santa Barbara wrote the 
Belmont headquarters in late 1961 to offer his resignation and refusal to head a newly found 
FKDSWHU ³:KLOH , DP LQ DFFRUG ZLWK PDQ\ RI WKH SUHFHSWV DQG SULQFLSOHV FRYHUHG LQ WKH
                                                          
57 Letter from Robert Welch to T. Coleman Andrews, January 7, 1959, T. Coleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?tĞůĐŚĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ Impeach Warren further in Bulletin September 1963, 
29-45. 
58  “ĂƐƚůĂŶĚ ĂŶĚ tĞůĐŚ ? /ŶĐ ? ? ?New York Post, April 12, 1961, 21; letter from George Sokolsky to Herbert H. 
Krauch ?&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?'ĞŽƌŐĞ^ŽŬŽůƐŬǇWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?,ŽŽǀĞƌ/ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ ?
Stanford University. 
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BLUE BOOK, on which basis I originally joined, I disagree entirely with the current main 
REMHFWLYH RI WKH 6RFLHW\ WKH FDPSDLJQ WR LPSHDFK WKH &KLHI -XVWLFH´59 Others were more 
diplomatic and merely questioned the effectiveness of the program. After Hugh Bosworth of 
Memphis, Tennessee had expressed his sympathies for the endeavor as well as doubts 
pertaining the likelihood of success, Welch responded via his personal assistant D.A. Waite 
saying: "Due to our educational efforts in this regard, over 100,000 copies of Rosalie 
Gordon's Nine Men Against America, have been sold by our own AMERICAN OPINION 
UHSULQWIDFLOLWLHV7KHERRN¶VRULJLQDOSXEOLVKHU'HYLQ-Adair had only managed to sell a few 
WKRXVDQGFRSLHVEHIRUH :HOFK¶VSXEOLFLW\ VNLOOV KHOSHG UDLVH WKHERRN¶VSURILOH WKURugh the 
6RFLHW\¶VQDWLRQDOERRNVWRUHQHWZRUN60 
 It seems unlikely that Welch actually believed his scheme could cause the 
LPSHDFKPHQWRI:DUUHQ,QIDFWULJKWDIWHUDQQRXQFLQJWKHSURMHFWKHFRQFHGHG³,DPQRW
deceiving myself that we have very much chance of really bringing about the impeachment of 
(DUO:DUUHQ$OWKRXJKZHPLJKW´5DWKHUWKDQHQGLQJ:DUUHQ¶VFDUHHU:HOFKEHOLHYHGWKH
DFWXDO REMHFWLYH ZDV WR JHW KLV WURRSV PRWLYDWHG DQG VSUHDG DZDUHQHVV DERXW WKH &RXUW¶V
alleged unconstitutional incursions to plant the seeds for a deeper understanding of the vast 
FRQVSLUDF\KHKDGYRZHGWRILJKW³%XW,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKDWLVUHDOO\DVLPSRUWDQWDVGUDPDWL]LQJ
WR WKH ZKROH FRXQWU\ ZKHUH KH VWDQGV´ KH FRQWLQXHG ³DQG KRZ LPSRUWDQW LW LV WR IDFH WKH
facts abRXWWKHURDGZHDUHQRZWUDYHOOLQJVRIDVW´,QRWKHUZRUGVWKHUHWLUHGVDOHVPDQVDZ
the Warren impeachment drive as a way to touch a popular nerve, get his constitutionalist 
                                                          
59 Letter from Herbert H. Seidler to Robert Welch, November 18, 1961, Granville Knight Papers, Box 3, 
 “Correspondence: 1961, NovembĞƌ ? ?
60 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵ ? ?tĂŝƚĞƚŽ,ƵŐŚ, ?ŽƐǁŽƌƚŚ ?:ƵůǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ ? ? ? ? 
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critique of the Warren Court on the radar and provide zealous and motivated followers with 
an ambitious, yet tangible target.61 
 The scheme attracted a great deal of skepticism and opposition from within the 
FRQVHUYDWLYHILHOG7KHVDPH6RNROVN\ODPSRRQHGWKH6RFLHW\¶VDWWHPSWVDWUHPRYLQJ:DUUHQ
and wrote other conservatives tying their names to the project urging them to desist:  
I do not believe that your movement to impeach Earl Warren is well conceived. I do 
not believe that it is strategically or tactically sound. I am sure that I have had a wider 
and longer experience in anti-Communist movements than either your [sic] or Robert 
Welch have had and I believe you both need to be competently advised as to how to 
fight.62 
He maintained the project was pointless and even received a formal commendation of U.S. 
Senator Tom Kuchel of CalifoUQLDZKRODPHQWHG³7KHH[WUHPLVPUHSUHVHQWHGE\WKH%LUFK
Society and such on the lunatic fringe can do nothing but harm the progressive efforts of 
FRQVHUYDWLYH DQGPRGHUDWHSROLWLFDO OHDGHUV LQRXUQDWLRQ´.XFKHO DPRGHUDWH5HSXEOLFDQ
who felt intimidDWHGE\ WKH%LUFKHUV¶JDLQV LQKLVKRPHVWDWH MXPSHGDW WKHRSSRUWXQLW\ WR
marginalize Welch and his followers. Like Sokolsky, Kuchel reasoned conservatives would 
have nothing to do with an ill-advised national campaign of the sort, but both would be 
surpULVHGE\WKH%LUFKHUV¶UHVLOLHQFHDQGGHWHUPLQDWLRQ63 
Sokolsky found himself quickly buried under a barrage of dissent. George Birch, the 
PDUW\UHGPLVVLRQDU\¶VIDWKHUDQGDUGHQWVXSSRUWHURI:HOFK¶VHIIRUWVZURWHWKHFROXPQLVWD
scathing letter accusing hLPRI LJQRUDQFHRQ WKH VXEMHFW RIEDWWOLQJ FRPPXQLVP ³,GRQRW
                                                          
61 Letter from Robert Welch to T. Coleman Andrews, January 7, 1959, T. Coleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?
62 Letter from George Sokolsky to Brig. Gen. USAF William L. Lee, February 28, 1961, George Sokolsky Papers, 
Žǆ ? ? ? ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? 
63 Letter from Senator Thomas Kuchel to George Sokolsky, January 31, 1962, ibid. 
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H[SHFW\RXWRVSHQGWKHHQHUJ\DQGH[SHQVHVLQYHVWLJDWLQJRIZKDW\RXZULWH´64 Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Jacobs of Green Bay, Wisconsin identified themselves as Society members and 
criticized SokolsN\IRUKLVSHVVLPLVP³We believe the impeachment of Mr. Warren would be 
one of the greatest blows we could deal to the communist enemy.´65 Mrs. Gertrude Bale, a 
FKDSWHUOHDGHUIURP3DVDGHQD&DOLIRUQLDFRPSODLQHGGLUHFWO\WR6RNROVN\¶V superior George 
Randolph Hearst, and assured him that the impeachment drive was energizing grassroots 
FRQVHUYDWLYHV ³7KHUH DUH RYHU  &KDSWHUV LQ WKH /RV $QJHOHV DUHD DQG WKH VRFLHW\ is 
JURZLQJ E\ OHDSV DQG ERXQGV´ She also suggested Hearst should intervene and pen an 
HQFRXUDJLQJ HGLWRULDO ³VWUHVVLQJ WKH IDFW WKDW WKH SHRSOH FDQ LPSHDFK WKH &KLHI -XVWLFH
SUHVLGLQJRQDFRXUWWKDW>@KDVJLYHQDLGWRWKHHQHP\´66 
 Many who disagreed with Welch or at least held reservations about his judgments still 
rHFRJQL]HG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V RUJDQL]DWLRQDO VWUHQJWKV DQG KDQGV-on approach. A Mrs. Jerry 
Brown of Playa del Rey, California responded to Sokolsky saying she was not a member but 
KDGPDQ\IULHQGVLQWKH6RFLHW\³:HQHHGHYHU\VLQFHUHGHGLFDWHGSHUVRQZHFDQJHt right 
QRZ´ VKH SOHDGHG  ³0RVW LQIRUPHG SHRSOH DUH DZDUH WKDW RXU FRXQWU\ KDV EHHQ GULIWLQJ
VWHDGLO\ WR WKH OHIW IRU WKH ODVW WKLUW\ \HDUV >«@ $W DQ\ UDWH WKHUH KDV EHHQ YHU\ OLWWOH
RUJDQL]HGHIIRUWWRFRXQWHUWKLVWUHQG>«@6RORQJDVWKH-RKQ%LUFK6ociety continues to do 
WKH LPSRUWDQW MRE WKDWQHHGV WREHGRQH OHW
VJLYH WKHPHYHU\EHQHILWRI WKHGRXEW´67 Mrs. 
R.W. Foster of Pecos, Texas, a 37-year old housewife and member of the Society, went even 
IXUWKHUDGPLWWLQJVKHDJUHHGZLWK6RNROVN\¶VVWDQFHRQ:DUUHQ³,TXLWHRIWHQGLVDJUHHZLWK
Mr. Robert Welch. Even our constitutionalist Dr. Dunn, who is in great favor of impeaching 
Mr. Warren, does not believe this is the time or that we have the evidence to warrant such. So 
                                                          
64 Letter from George S. Birch to George Sokolsky, February 6, 1961. 
65 Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas T. Jacobs to George Sokolsky, June 5, 1961. 
66 Letter from Mrs. Gertrude Derby Bale to George Hearst, January 15, 1961; George Sokolsky Papers, ibid. 
67 Letter from Mrs. Jerry Brown to George Sokolsky, February 5, 1961, Sokolsky Papers, ibid. 
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many of us are not writing oXU OHWWHUV WKLVPRQWKDVZHVKRXOG´6WLOO VKH IHOW WKHSURVRI
membership outweighed the cons as the framework Welch had established provided a 
meaningful platform for activism: 
In this small town of 13,000 population (over half of which are Latin American) we 
have about 40 members in our organization. Many others are awakening on the 
VXEMHFWRI$PHULFDQLVPWKRXJKWKH\DUHQRWPHPEHUV«IRUP\VHOI,FDQVD\WKDWWKH
J.B. Society has made me aware of world affairs, has made me very interested in 
reading all I can on both sides of the fence, and then discussing these things and doing 
the best I know how with other housewives and friends who only live in their tiny 
world. 68 
The membership ratio of Pecos (about 0.3 percent) seems low ± though it was much higher 
than the national membership (about 0.21 percent if we assume there were about 40,000 
Birchers by 1962). Still, as Foster emphasized, they were not as isolated as the numbers 
suggest and collaborated with many non-members as well. Besides, a vocal, well-organized 
minority is precisely what Welch preferred. Not only small groups more easily controllable 
and less likely to be infiltrated, they would also be more cohesive, quick to act and dedicated 
to fulfilling their duties. Even when Welch suggested an unrealistic target of one million 
members, he maintained it was not necessary ± or even preferable ± to win over a majority of 
$PHULFDQV WR WKH -%6 ³:H QHHG GLVFLSOLQHG SXOOHUV DW WKH RDUV DQG QRW SDVVHQJHUV LQ WKH
ERDW´KHVWUHVVHG69 
Most importantly, they were a small army of well-coordinated citizen activists. As 
Stephen Whitfield points out, anti-communism thrived not solely through institutional 
support ± HUAC, the FBI, McCarthyism ± EXW WKURXJK D SDUWLFLSDWRU\ ³K\SHU-SDWULRWLVP´
from the bottom up, ZKLFK WKH -%6 HSLWRPL]HG DQG SURYLGHG ³&LWL]HQV ZHUH H[SHFWHG WR
enlist in the Cold War. Neutrality was suspect, and so was a lack of enthusiasm for defining 
$PHULFDQVRFLHW\DVEHOHDJXHUHG´The campaign behind Impeach Warren accomplished just 
                                                          
68 Letter from Mrs. R.W. Foster to George Sokolsky, January 18, 1961; Sokolsky Papers, ibid. 
69 Welch, Blue Book, 159. 
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that. It gave sympathetic citizens a national crusade with a powerful target, whose judicial 
DFWLYLVP DQG PRGHUQ 5HSXEOLFDQ EUDQG SURYHG DQ LGHDO DQWDJRQLVW IRU :HOFK¶V SRSXOLVW
conspiracism. A radical project like the impeachment drive alienated many potential activists, 
but it filtered out the hesitant and assured Welch of a consolidated bloc of uncompromising 
patriots with a strong visibility and the will to achieve political victories.70 
Whereas Welch preached against the constitutional overreach of the federal 
JRYHUQPHQWDWSUDFWLFDOO\ HYHU\ WXUQ LW¶VDOVR LPSRUWDQW WRHPSKDVL]HKRZFRQWUDU\ WR WKH
%LUFKHUV¶ H[WUHPLVW UHSXWDWLRQ KH DGYRFDWHG PHWKRGV ZHOO ZLWKLQ WKH GHPRFUDWLF VSKHUH
from letter writing to peaceful picketing. In fact, Welch deplored violenct expressions of 
SURWHVWDQGVDZLQWKHPQRWKLQJEXW³PREUXOH´± mass democracy as opposed to tempered 
republicanism ± and Communist subversion. Inevitably, some on the far Right expressed 
messages of hatred towards towards the Chief Justice during the impeachment drive. Radio 
EURDGFDVWHU)XOWRQ/HZLV -UZDVTXRWHGDV VD\LQJ³,ZRXOG O\QFK(DUO:DUUHQ´*HQHUDO
P.A. Del Valle, vice president of the National Economic Council under Merwin Hart, 
suggested that if the public failed to awaken to the tUHDVRQRIWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWDQGWR³YRWH
WKHWUDLWRUVRXW´WKHUHZDV³\HWDQRWKHUFRXUVHRIDFWLRQOHIWWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQRIDSRZHUIXO
armed resistance force to defeat the aims of the usurpers and bring about a return to 
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO JRYHUQPHQW´ $W D National Indignation Convention protest in Texas, right-
wing historian and Birch sympathizer J. Evetts Haley, when asked about his friend and Birch 
&RXQFLO PHPEHU 7RP $QGHUVRQ VDLG ³$OO KH ZDQWV WR GR LV LPSHDFK :DUUHQ ± ,¶P IRU
KDQJLQJKLP´71 Seeking to UHVWRUHFRQVWLWXWLRQDOUHVWULFWLRQVRQ:DUUHQ¶VMXGLFLDODFWLYLVPLW
PDGHSHUIHFWVHQVHWR:HOFKWRFDOOXSRQH[DFWO\WKDWUHSXEOLFDQIUDPHZRUNIRUUHGUHVV³7KH
logical and traditional redress in our governmental system for such violations of the oath of 
                                                          
70 Stephen Whitfield, Culture of the Cold War, 10. 
71  “tƌŽŶŐŝŶŐĂZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Washington Post, November 24, 1961, A18. 
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RIILFH LV LPSHDFKPHQW´72 Eager not to alienate sympathetic conservatives across the board, 
KHHPSKDVL]HGDSHDFHIXOWRQHIURPWKHYHU\VWDUW³7KHDSSURDFKVKRXOGEHGLJQLILHGDVZHOO
reasoned, and as carefully based on constitutional grounds and the principles of Anglo-
American jurisprudence, and as completely devoid of any apparent tinge of emotionalism, as 
SRVVLEOH´ 73 
Conservatives, though skeptical, understood the enthusiasm the impeachment drive 
could instill, and most were more cautious than Sokolsky in expressing their disapproval. L. 
Mendel Rivers, a staunch segregationist Democratic Congressman from South Carolina, in 
0DUFK  RSSRVHG D FRQJUHVVLRQDO LQYHVWLJDWLRQ FDOOLQJ WKH 6RFLHW\ D ³Nation-wide 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ RI SDWULRWLF $PHULFDQV´ DQd added Earl Warren ZDV ³RQH RI WKH PRVW LQHSW
poseurs who has ever worn the robes of Chief Justice.´ More erudite conservatives like 
%XFNOH\GLVPLVVHGWKHHIIRUWDV³IXWLOHDQGZURQJKHDGHG´EXWOXQJHGULJKWEDFNDW:HOFK¶V
RSSRQHQWV QRWLQJ WKDW ³WKH QHrvousness of the critics of the John Birch Society is a more 
LQWHUHVWLQJ SKHQRPHQRQ WKDQ WKH DEHUUDWLRQV RI 0U :HOFK´ 74  His brother-in-law Brent 
Bozell went a step further, criticizing Welch for merely choosing the wrong path of redress: 
³7KH DQVZHU LV QRt that such a campaign is futile. The answer, rather, is this: that the 
punishment they propose does not fit Warren's crime.´ What Buckley understood is that even 
LIWKH-%6¶VSURMHFWVFUHDWHGFRQWURYHUV\DQGHPEDUUDVVPHQWIRUWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHFDXVHDQG
made it more difficult to sway moderates to their cause, it was simultaneously becoming a 
powerful and consistently expanding movement that should be approached with caution. 
                                                          
72  “dŚƵŶĚĞƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Newsweek, December 4, 1961, 18. 
73  Letter from Robert Welch to T. Coleman Andrews,  January 7, 1959, T. Coleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ?
74 ƵĐŬůĞǇ ? “dŚŝƐtĞĞŬ ? ?ŝŶNational Review, August 19, 1961, 4-5. 
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$OVR WKH WKRXVDQGV RI PRWLYDWHG DFWLYLVWV WKDW LPSOHPHQWHG :HOFK¶V DJHQGD DURXQG the 
country were a valuable asset, and Buckley was reluctant to alienate them.75 
 
Fig. 5: Former US Congressman and Western Region Director for the JBS John H. Rousselot posing in front of 
DQ³,PSHDFK:DUUHQ´VLJQLQ6DQ*DEULHO&DOLIRUQLD- FRANCIS MILLER/TIME LIFE PICTURES/GETTY 
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V. ³(YHQ$PRQJVW3RZHUIXO3ULQFHV´7KH3ROLWLFLDQ Controversy 
³,IFRQVHUYDWLYHVLQJHQHUDOH[SUHVVHGDVWURQJEHOLHILQWKHSRZHURILGHDVWKHQPRVWµUDGLFDO
ULJKW¶ >VLF@ SXW WKHLU IDLWK LQ WKH SRZHU RI H[SRVXUH´ ZURWH UHSRUWHU -DFN 0DEOH\ LQ WKH
Chicago Daily News for July 25, 1960. In a series of articles, Mabley brought the Society to 
light by linking its alarmist activism to an unpublished letter written and privately distributed 
E\LWV)RXQGHURQO\VL[\HDUVEHIRUH+HKDGEHFRPHDZDUHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VH[LVWHQFHLQKLV
RZQ DUHD RQO\ ZHHNV EHIRUH ³, KDYH VHHQ Whe appeal of this society in my own suburban 
community of 18,000. There are four active units in the village. At a meeting two weeks ago 
WRQLJKW PRUH WKDQ  SHUVRQV WXUQHG RXW´ +DYLQJ UHDG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V Blue Book and 
interviewed a handful of Birch members in his area, the journalist went on to describe the 
                                                          
75 L. Brent Bozell,  “^ŚŽƵůĚtĞ/ŵƉĞĂĐŚĂƌůtĂƌƌĞŶ ? ?ŝŶNational Review, September 9, 1961, 153; on Rivers, 
ƐĞĞ:ĂŵĞƐ ?ůĂǇƚŽŶ ? “KƵƚůŽŽŬ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ ‘ŶƚŝƐ ?WŽŝŶƚhŶǁĞůĐŽŵĞ^ƉŽƚůŝŐŚƚ ? ?
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6RFLHW\¶V VWUXFWXUHDV³PRQROLWKLF´DQG³GLFWDWRULDO´EHIRUH]HURLQJ LQRQ:HOFK¶V OHWWHU D
302-SDJH EODFN SDSHUERXQG ERRN ³UHSURGXFHG E\ WKH SKRWR-offset process, with loose-leaf 
ELQGHUV´DQGLWVLnfamous quote: 
While I too think that Milton Eisenhower is a Communist and has been for thirty 
years, this opinion is based largely on the general circumstances of his conduct. But 
my firm belief that Dwight Eisenhower is a dedicated, conscious agent of the 
Communist conspiracy is based on an accumulation of evidence so extensive and so 
palpable that it seems to put this conviction beyond any reasonable doubt. 
When Mabley phoned Welch at the Belmont office to confront him with the allegations, 
Welch allegedO\UHVSRQGHG³,KDYHDEVROXWHO\QRFRPPHQW´ 76 
 5HSRUWV RI :HOFK¶V DOOHJDWLRQV DJDLQVW (LVHQKRZHU ± as well as those aimed at the 
3UHVLGHQW¶VEURWKHU0LOWRQDVZHOODV$OOHQDQG-RKQ)RVWHU'XOOHV*HQHUDO*HRUJH0DUVKDOO
and the late Franklin Roosevelt ± made it to a handful of newspapers over the years, notably 
the Milwaukee Journal, Wisconsin Capital Times, and, by February of the next year, the 
communist San Francisco-based 3HRSOH¶V :RUOG, which convinced Welch of Kremlin-
directed conspiracy staged to discredit his work. A furious Welch initially accused CACC 
chief Fred Schwarz of forwarding a copy of the letter ± the privacy of which he had guarded 
carefully ± WR 0DEOH\ ³During the last few months, however, we now know that you 
personally have repeatedly been making extremely derogatory remarks about myself and the 
John Birch Society, to various groups and audiences; and that you have been reading from 
my private manuscript, called The Politician WRVXSSRUW\RXUGLVSDUDJLQJUHPDUNV´77 
 The first journalist to bring The Politician and the Society to a national audience was 
Thomas Storke, owner and editor of the Santa Barbara News-Press and a registered 
                                                          
76 Jack Mabley ?  “ĂƌĞƐ ^ĞĐƌĞƚƐ ŽĨ ZĞĚ-,ĂƚĞƌƐ P dŚĞǇ dŚŝŶŬ /ŬĞ /Ɛ Ă ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚ ? ?Chicago Daily News, July 25, 
1960, 3. 
77  Letter from Robert Welch to Fred Schwarz, September 6, 1960, Granville Knight Papers, Box 3, 
 “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ P ? ? ? ? ?^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ? ? 
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'HPRFUDW6WRUNHKDGIRXQGRXWDERXWWKH6RFLHW\¶VDFWLYLWLHVLQWKH6DQWD%DUEDUDDUHDDQG
had started digging for materials. Baffled by what he found, he brought The Politician to 
public attention: ³7KLV ERRN VKRXOG EH UHYLHZHG E\ D SV\FKLDWULVW QRW D QHZVSDSHUPDQ´
6WRUNH ZURWH ³$OLFH¶V WULS WKURXJK :RQGHUODQG ZDV QR OHVV IDQWDVWLF WKDQ :HOFK¶V WULS
through the history of the lasWWZRGHFDGHV´78 As a response, he ran editorials quoting from 
The Politician DQGGHQRXQFLQJ:HOFK¶VDWWDFNVRQ(LVHQKRZHU³Such slanders often called 
for a visit from a courageous and irate group which brought with them a barrel of tar and a 
few feathers´79  The newspaper took a solid stand on the Birch Society, denouncing its 
PHWKRGVIODWO\³³:H%HOLHYH7KDW'HPRFUDF\VXIIHUVZKHQIHDURI&RPPXQLVPOHDGVWR
LUUHVSRQVLEOHXQVXEVWDQWLDWHGFKDUJHVRIWUHDVRQ´80 
 The impact was immediate. As the national media started picking up on the Birch 
SKHQRPHQRQ6WRUNH¶VRIILFHZDVIORRGHGZLWK OHWWHUVXVXDOO\UHTXHVWV IRUPDWHULDOVRQ WKH
Society. A woman from Shreveport, Louisiana reported that the Birchers were very strong in 
her area and that they, in collaboration with the local Daughters of the American Revolution, 
had successfully lobbied the mayor to remove the United Nations flag from the municipal 
hall.81 The mayor of Fremont, Ohio confided to Storke that he had heard disconcerting things 
about the BirchHUV DQG FRPPHQGHG KLP IRU KLV ³JXWV´ A minority of messages were less 
supportive RI6WRUNH¶VGHQXQFLDWLRQV82 A man from Orcutt in Southern California came to the 
%LUFKHUV¶ GHIHQVH ³, KDYH TXLW WDNLQJ \RXU SDSHU GXH WR \RXU VWURQJ OHIW ZLQJ VWDQG´
                                                          
78 dŚŽŵĂƐ^ƚŽƌŬĞ ?  “ZĞǀŝĞǁ PdŚĞWŽůŝƚŝĐŝĂŶ ?  ?ƵŶƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚĐůŝƉƉŝŶŐ ) ?dŚŽŵĂƐD ?^ƚŽƌŬĞWĂƉĞƌƐ ?ĂƌƚŽŶ  ?  “:ŽŚŶ
ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?ĂŶĐƌŽĨƚ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ ?hŶŝǀĞrsity of California at Berkeley. 
79 dŚŽŵĂƐ ^ƚŽƌŬĞ ?  “dŚĞ EĞǁƐ-WƌĞƐƐ ^ƚĂŶĚ ŽŶ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Santa Barbara News-Press, February 26, 
1961, A1. 
80 ,ĂŶƐŶŐŚ ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ PtŚĂƚ/Ɛ/ƚ ?tŚǇ ? ? ?Santa Barbara News-Press, January 22, 1961, C4. 
81 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵDƌƐ> ?ďƌĂŵƐƚŽdŚŽŵĂƐ^ƚŽƌŬĞ ?ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?   ? ? ?dŚŽŵĂƐ^ƚŽƌŬĞWĂƉĞƌƐ ?ĂƌƚŽŶ ? ? “ “:ŽŚŶ
Birch Society: Requests for Materials A- ? ?
82 Letter from C.W. Auxter to Thomas Storke, December 29, 1961, ibid. 
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AccusiQJ6WRUNHRIEHLQJVRIWRQFRPPXQLVPKHFRQWLQXHG³,WLVDERXWWLPHZHVWDUWHGEDFN
on the road to being the most powerful nation in the world dedicated to total victory over 
&RPPXQLVP´ 83 
For his efforts in bringing the Society to light, Storke received the Pulitzer Prize in 
Journalism the following year, as well as the Elijah Parish Lovejoy Award, and an honorary 
Doctor of Laws from Colby College in Maine. One by one, major media outlets ran stories 
covering the Bircher phenomenon, interviewing members in local chapters, digging into 
:HOFK¶VSHUVRQDOEDFNJURXQGDQG WKDWRI WKHHQWLUH1DWLRQDO&RXQFLO7KRXJKPXFKRI WKH
coverage carried a strong degree of sensationalism ± WKH³XOWUDV´RU³H[WUHPLVWV´± and even 
facetiousness ± ³:HOFKLVP´ DQG ³VXSHUSDWULRWV´ ± most serious observers conveyed an 
uneasiness as to the nature and potential strength of this new force.84 Journalist Alan Barth 
warned of a right-wing front eager to give up an absurd degree of civil liberty for the sake of 
security from Communism. Life Magazine, in May, ran an article posing the question whether 
WKH %LUFKHUV ZHUH ³SDWULRWLF RU LUUHVSRQVLEOH´ DORQJVLGH D ZDU\ HGLWRULDO FRPSDULQJ WKHLU
tactics with those of far-left radicals.85 Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. attributed the rise of a ³5DGLFDO
ULJKW´ WR WKH HOHFWLRQ RI D SURJUHVVLYH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LH .HQQHG\¶V DQG GRZQSOD\HG LWV
SRWHQWLDOIRUXSKHDYDOVWUHVVLQJLW³ODFNVWKHLPSUHVVLYHOHDGHUVKLSLWHQMR\HGGXULQJWKHGD\V
                                                          
83 Letter from G.E. Austerfield to Thomas Storke, April 2, 1962, ibid. 
84  “:ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ P WĂƚƌŝŽƚŝĐ Žƌ /ƌƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ ? ŝƚ ŝƐ^ƵďũĞĐƚ ŽĨ ŽŶƚƌŽǀĞƌƐǇ  W ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? &ƌŝĞŶĚƐ ? &ŽĞƐ ? ?Life 
Magazine, May 12, 1961, 124- ? ? ? ?  “ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů PdŚĞhŶŚĞůƉĨƵů&ƌŝŶŐĞƐ PƚŚĞWƌĞƐĞŶƚ-Day Radicals, Left or Right, 
ƌŝŶŐhƐEĞŝƚŚĞƌ,ŽƉĞŶŽƌZĞĂůŝƐŵ ? ?Life Magazine, May 12, 1961, 32. 
85  ?ĂƌƚŚ ? “ZĞƉŽƌƚŽŶƚŚĞZĂŵƉĂŐĞŽƵƐZŝŐŚƚ ? ?New York Times Magazine, April 29, 1961.1-4. 
86 
 
 
 
RI5RRVHYHOWDQG7UXPDQ´86 Others, like Fred J. Cook, warned of its financial strength and 
unwavering support from wealthy businessmen like Haroldson L. Hunt and J. Howard Pew.87 
7KH FRQWURYHUV\ ZRXOG HYHQWXDOO\ EH GHEDWHG LQ &RQJUHVV 0LUURULQJ WKH 6HQDWRUV¶
attack on Welch in the House Democratic Representative Henry S. Reuss of Wisconsin 
demanded the Un-American Activities Committee open an investigation into the origins of 
:HOFK¶V DOOHJDWLRQV DQG WKH RSHUDWLRQV RI WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DW ODUJH 88  And though the 
committee chairman, Francis E. Walter (D-Pa) expressed doubts on whether the HUAC 
actually had jurisdiction over the issue, with an underlying concern such an intrusive 
LQYHVWLJDWLRQPLJKWUHVXOWLQD³0F&DUWK\LVP-in-UHYHUVH´WKH%LUFKLVVXHKDGEHFRPHSULPH
debate material on the political stage as well as a sensational feast in the national media. 89 
Republican Senator Kenneth Keating (NY) and Democratic Congressman John Shelley (CA) 
demanded a proper investigation into the workings of the Society.90 Senator Jacob Javits, the 
famous liberal Republican civil rights advocate from New York, had done the same, 
FRPSODLQLQJ WKH %LUFKHUV ³XQGHUPLQH WKH YHU\ IRXQGDWLRQV RI WKH 5HSXEOLF EHFDXVH WKH\
MHRSDUGL]HWKHFRQILGHQFHRIWKHSHRSOHLQWKHLUWULHGDQGSURYHQOHDGHUV´91 These calls for an 
investigation were due to the reluctance of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee to 
SURSHUO\ LQYHVWLJDWH OHW DORQH FRQGHPQ WKH 6RFLHW\ LQ 0DUFK 7KH VXEFRPPLWWHH¶V UHSRUW
                                                          
86 ƌƚŚƵƌ ^ĐŚůĞƐŝŶŐĞƌ ? :ƌ ? ?  “dŚĞ dŚƌĞĂƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ZĂĚŝĐĂů ZŝŐŚƚ PDƌ ? ^ĐŚůĞƐŝŶŐĞƌ YƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ ŚŽǁ ^ŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚ ŝƚ ŝƐ
dŽĚĂǇ ?ŽŵƉĂƌĞĚǁŝƚŚdŝŵĞƐŝŶƚŚĞWĂƐƚ ? ?New York Times Magazine, June 17, 1962, 10, 55, 58. 
87 &ƌĞĚ: ?ŽŽŬ ?  “dŚĞhůƚƌĂƐ PŝŵƐ ?ĨĨŝůŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ ?ĂŶĚ&ŝŶĂŶĐĞƐŽĨƚŚĞZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ? ?The Nation, June 30, 1962; 
565-608. 
88  “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĐĐƵƐĞĚ PŚĂƌŐĞdŚĂƚŝƐĞŶŚŽǁĞƌ/ƐĂZĞĚZŽŝůƐŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ ? ?ƐĞĞŶŽƚĞ ? ?
89 John D. Morris,  “/ŶƋƵŝƌǇ ŝƐ^ŽƵŐŚƚŽŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ PŽŶŐƌĞƐƐŵĂŶZĞǀĞĂůƐ,Ğ /ƐDĞŵďĞƌ  W Denies Body is 
 ‘ŝĐƚĂƚŽƌŝĂů ?Žƌ ‘&ĂƐĐŝƐƚ ? ? ?New York Times, March 31, 1961, 10. 
90 tŝůůŝĂŵdŚĞŝƐ ? “<ĞĂƚŝŶŐ ?^ŚĞůůĞǇƐŬŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇWƌŽďĞ ? ?Washington Post, April 24, 1961, A4. 
91  “:ĂǀŝƚƐhƌŐĞƐŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/ŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?New York Herald Tribune, April 10, 1961, 10. 
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VLJQHGE\QRRWKHUWKDQ0LVVLVVLSSL'HPRFUDW-LP(DVWODQGUHDG³:HDUHKDSS\WRVWDWHWKDW
it seems to EHIURPRXUUHFRUGVDSDWULRWLFRUJDQL]DWLRQ´ 92 
California Attorney General Stanley Mosk and his assistant Howard Jewel issued a 
UHSRUW RI WKHLU RZQ ULGLFXOLQJ WKH %LUFKHUV¶ FRQVSLUDWRULDO DWWLWXGHV DQG 0F&DUWK\LWH
methods. Mosk famously dismissed the Society as mainly consisting of ³ZHDOWK\
EXVLQHVVPHQUHWLUHGPLOLWDU\RIILFHUVDQGOLWWOHROGODGLHVLQWHQQLVVKRHV´93 While the report 
likened the structure of the Society to the same totalitarian regimes it professed to combat, the 
overall tone was dismissive rather than alarming. Welch was described as ³DQ HPELWWHUHG
FDQG\PDNHU´DQGKLVDXGLHQFHOLWWOHPRUHWKDQDQLsolated, deranged relic of an isolationist 
SDVW³)RU WKHSDUDQRLG OLIH LVDQLJKWPDUH2QO\KHFDQVHH7KH(QHP\>«@7KHPRUHKH
acts upon his systematized delusions, the more he is cast out by his fellow man for his 
oddness. This only serves to feed or FRQILUPKLVGDUNVXVSLFLRQV´94 The report drew heavily 
IURP WKHFOLQLFDO ODQJXDJHRI WKH³UDGLFDO ULJKW´ VWXGLHVSHUIRUPHGE\'DQLHO%HOO5LFKDUG
+RIVWDGWHU DQG RWKHUV DQG UHYHDOHG D VLPLODU GLVPLVVLYH XUJH WR GRZQSOD\ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
strengths.95  
 At the same time, the Birchers found allies coming to their defense. Conservative 
author Richard Weaver for instance, had noticed an article in his local paper which, from a 
OLEHUDOSHUVSHFWLYH WRRNRGGVZLWK0RVN¶VUHSRUW³7KHRQO\WKLQJLVZHWKLQNKH¶VZURQg. 
:H¶GOLNH WRGLVPLVV WKH%LUFKLWHVDVDQ LQVLJQLILFDQWJURXSRIFXOWLVWVZKRDUH WHPSRUDULO\
                                                          
92  “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/Ɛ,ĞůĚWĂƚƌŝŽƚŝĐ ? ?New York Times, March 21, 1961, 8. 
93 >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ?ĂǀŝĞƐ ? “ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ>ŝŬĞŶƐŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇƚŽ ŵŵƵŶŝƐƚWĂƌƚǇŝŶ^Ğƚ-hƉ ? ?New York Times, August 
3, 1961, 3. 
94 ^ƚĂŶůĞǇDŽƐŬĂŶĚ,ŽǁĂƌĚ, ?:ĞǁĞů ? “dŚĞŝƌĐŚWŚĞŶŽŵĞŶŽŶ ĂůǇǌĞĚ PZĞƉŽƌƚďǇƚŚĞĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů ?Ɛ KĨĨŝĐĞ ǆĂŵŝŶĞƐ ƚŚĞ DĞƚŚŽĚƐ ĂŶĚ ^ƉĞĐƵůĂƚĞƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ DŽƚŝǀĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŽŶƚƌŽǀĞƌƐŝĂů :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?New York Times, August 20, 1961, SM12. 
95  “dŚĞ,ĂƌŵůĞƐƐKŶĞƐ ? ?Time, August 11, 1961. 
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HQDPRUHGPLOGO\FUDFNSRWDQGEHWWHULJQRUHG%XWZHGRQ¶WWKLQNWKDW¶VZDUUDQWHG´,QVWHDG
WKH DUWLFOH DUJXHG ³>W@KH\ DUH RI FRXUVH ZURQJ VWXEERUQO\ ZURQJ >«@ %XW ZH GRXEW WKH
%LUFKLWHVFDQEHULGLFXOHGLQWRREVFXULW\>«@$QGWKDW LVZKDW WURXEOHVXV´:HDYHULQ WXUQ
ZURWHKLVIULHQGDQGFRQVHUYDWLYHSXEOLVKHU+HQU\5HJQHU\GLVPLVVLQJWKHDUWLFOHDV³OLEHUDO
KRJZDVK´EXWSRLQWLQJRXWLWVVLJQLILFDQFHIRUWKHULJKW³:KDWWKHHGLWRULDOindicates is that 
when the right sort of people begin to organize, under whatever name, it throws a great fright 
LQWRWKHOLEHUDOV7KLVLVVRPHWKLQJWKDWFRQVHUYDWLYHVQHHGWRUHDOL]H´ 96  
 In the face of increasing controversy, Robert Welch understood he could not keep his 
typical distance from the major media outlets, and in May 1961 agreed to appear on Meet the 
Press with Lawrence Spivak. Throughout the entire interview, Welch remained remarkably 
coy and defensive, stressing the lack of association between The Politician ± D³SULYDWHOHWWHU´
meant for personal friends in all confidentiality ± and the program of the JBS. He assured his 
audience KH KDG QHYHU FDOOHG (LVHQKRZHU D ³FDUG FDUU\LQJ &RPPXQLVW´ DQG KDG HYHQ
included a note with every copy of his manuscript saying: ³7KLV LV QRW D ERRN ,W LV QRW
intended for publication, this is a private letter on loan to you in confidence for your eyes 
RQO\DQGZLOO\RXSOHDVHWHOOXVZKDW¶VZURQJZLWKLWDQGZKDWWKHHUURUVDUH´:KHQ5REHUW
McCormick of NBC News asked Welch if the controversy had cost the Society members, the 
JBS leader replied WKDW RQ WKH FRQWUDU\ ILQDQFLDO VXSSRUW KDG ³PDWHULDOO\ LQFUHDVHG´ VLQFH
February and that more people were expressing sympathy and interest: ³:HILQGVRPHOHVV
willing to join. We find some who have resigned, but they are very few in numbers. We have 
found far more who took more interest and were willing to come in. We have had quite a 
number of contributionV FRPLQJ LQ IURP SHRSOH ZKR VD\ µ, GRQ
W NQRZ HQRXJK DERXW WKH
                                                          
96 dŚĞ ĂƌƚŝĐůĞ tĞĂǀĞƌ ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ ƚŽ ǁĂƐ  “ZŝĚŝĐƵůĞ DĂǇ EŽƚ ŶĚdŚĞ ŝƌĐŚŝƚĞ ƌƵƐĂĚĞ ? ?The Asheville Citizen, 
August 19, 1961, 1; letter from Richard M. Weaver to Henry Regnery, August 19, 1961, Henry Regnery Papers, 
Žǆ ? ? ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ PtĞůĐŚ ?ZŽďĞƌƚ, ?t ? ?:ƌ ? ? ?,ŽŽǀĞƌ/ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ ?^ƚĂŶĨŽƌĚhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ? 
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Society to join, but from what I have heard we would like to help you, and here is a check for 
DKXQGUHGGROODUV¶´97 
 
 
 
Fig. 6: Robert Welch making his case on Meet the Press - AP IMAGES 
 
At the height of the controversy, two Republican California congressmen from Los 
Angeles County admitted to being avowed Birch members. Edgar Hiestand, a soft-spoken 
self-described constitutional conservative, was elected to Congress in 1952. Countering the 
increasing anxiety over Bircher influence in politics, he released a statement to the 
Washington Evening Star VD\LQJ ³,¶P VXUH WKHUH DUH RWKHUV PHPEHUV RI &RQJUHVV ZKR DUH
                                                          
97  Transcript retrieved from http://www.scribd.com/doc/54700041/Robert-Welch-on-NBC-Meet-the-Press-
19610521 [last accessed August 14, 2013]. 
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DOVR PHPEHUV RI WKH 6RFLHW\´ 98  John Harbin Rousselot, a young, charismatic Southern 
Californian legislator affirmed not long after he had joined the Society as well. Rousselot 
even took his Bircher message actively around the country and in a speech at the National 
Student Association 14th Annual Congress at the University of Wisconsin, sponsored by the 
Intercollegiate Society of Individualists, Rousselot FRPSODLQHGWKH6RFLHW\KDGEHHQ³YDVWO\
GLVWRUWHG E\ WKH $PHULFDQ SUHVV´ +H KDG MRLQHG WKH 6RFLHW\ KH GHFODUHG ³DIWHU ORQJ DQG
FDUHIXO GHOLEHUDWLRQ´ DQG IHOW KH ³ZRXOG EH DEOH WR SURYH WKDW P\ PHPEHUVKLS LQ WKH -RKQ
Birch Society would not hurt [my polLWLFDOFDUHHU@´ 99 
 6RPHYRLFHVZLWKLQWKH6RFLHW\¶VUDQNVVWDUWHGWRH[SUHVVGRXEWVFRQFHUQLQJ:HOFK¶V
tactics. Adolphe Menjou, the anti-communist actor who had agreed to join the Council, by 
late March had withdrawn from the Society altogether, remaking merely that he and Welch 
KDGGLVDJUHHPHQWV ³RQFHUWDLQSRLQWV´100 By the end of the year, Father Richard Ginder, a 
Catholic priest from Pittsburgh, had come under too much pressure from Bishop John Wright 
to sever his ties with Welch and formally resigned from the Council on January 1, 1962.101 
Other conservatives were equally unforgiving. Otis Chandler, editor of the conservative Los 
Angeles Times, denounced the Society in a March 12 editorial. ³7KH %LUFKHUV DUH YHU\
GHVWUXFWLYH´RSLQHG&KDQGOHU ³7KH\FUHDWe a climate of suspicion, fear and distrust of our 
leaders, institutions, churches and schools [which] frightens and alarms viewers and has no 
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ RU VRXUFHV JLYHQ IRU LWV FRQFOXVLRQV´102 As a result, Welch would recede 
further into his conviction that the ³GRPLQDWLRQ RI WKH SUHVV WHOHYLVLRQ DQG UDGLR E\
                                                          
98  “ŚĂƌŐĞdŚĂƚŝƐĞŶŚŽǁĞƌ/ƐĂZĞĚZŽŝůƐŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ ?. 
99  “ŝƌĐŚ'ƌŽƵƉ'ĞƚƐWƌĂŝƐĞ ? ?Milwaukee Journal, August 28, 1961, 8. 
100 ĂƌďĂƌĂ ƵŶĚƐĐŚƵ ?  “ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ &ŽƵŶĚĞƌ ĂůůƐ <ĞŶŶĞĚǇ ŵŽƌĂů ? EŝǆŽŶ ^ůŝƉƉĞƌǇ ? ?The Louisville Times, 
March 31, 1961, 9. 
101 Robert Welch and Medford Evans, False Leadership: Wm. F. Buckley, Jr. & The New World Order 
 ?ƵŶƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚŵĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚ ) ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “DĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ ? ? ? ?. 
102 Otis Chandler ? “Peril to Conservatives ? ?ĞĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů ) ?Los Angeles Times, March 12, 1961, g1. 
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communist influences is now so great that you are simply not allowed to learn or be reminded 
RIWKHUHDOQDWXUHRIWKHEHDVWV WRZKRPZHDUHORVLQJ´103 J. Edgar Hoover himself, whose 
work received vocal support from Birch quarters, came out against the Society, warning that 
FRPPXQLVWV VWRRG WR JDLQ IURP ³IHDU K\VWHULD DQG FRQIXVLRQ´ FUHDWHG E\ ³FHUWDLQ SHRSOH
DFURVV WKH FRXQWU\ ZKR HQJDJH LQ UHFNOHVV FKDUJHV DJDLQVW RQH DQRWKHU´104  Earlier in the 
year, pro-nationalist China lobbyist Walter Judd aired similar doubts: ³%XW,WKLQNWKH\GHIHDW
themselves and injure our common cause by some of their overstatements. To accuse 
President Eisenhower of treason and to call him a Communist serves to drive people away 
and discredit all of us who are fighting Communism. Such actions help rather than hurt the 
&RPPXQLVWV´105 
0RVW VLJQLILFDQWO\ %DUU\ *ROGZDWHU WKH ULJKW¶V QHZ FKDPSLRQ E\  NHSW DQ
uncomfortable distance from the entire episode, expressing cautious admiration for the 
6RFLHW\¶VPHPEHUVKLSEXWUHIXVLQJWRFRPPHQWRQ:HOFK¶VFRQVSLUDF\WKHRULHV 
,GRQ¶WNQRZZK\WKLVVRFLHW\LVFDOOHGXOWUD-conservative, when its sole purpose is to 
fight communism. I know liberal Democrats as well as conservative Republicans who 
belong. Its purpose is to study communism and disseminate news about communists. 
2I FRXUVH LQ HYHU\ RUJDQL]DWLRQ \RX¶OO ILQG VRPH ZKR VOLS %XW , KDYH EHHQ YHU\
impressed with the high quality of these people.106 
Even a half year later, with the mid-term primaries in sight, Goldwater refused to repudiate 
WKH6RFLHW\ZKLOHDJUHHLQJWRFRQGHPQWKH0LQXWHPHQZKRKHIHOW³FRPSULVH>G@DGDQJHU´
7KH%LUFKHUVKHWKRXJKWZHUHVWLOOPXFKOHVVGDQJHURXVWKDQWKH³OHIWLVWUDGLFDls swarming 
DURXQG 3UHVLGHQW .HQQHG\´ Like Buckley, Goldwater understood that the Birchers had to 
                                                          
103 Blue Book, 25 
104  “ZĞǀŝǀĂůŽĨDĐĂƌƚŚǇŝƐŵŝĚƐKŶůǇZĞĚƐ ? ?Washington Daily News, April 13, 1961, 3. 
105 lĞƚƚĞƌZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ƚŽtĂůƚĞƌ :ƵĚĚ ? :ĂŶƵĂƌǇ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?tĂůƚĞƌ :ƵĚĚWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ  ? ? ? ?  “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ P
1961- ? ? ? ? ? ?,ŽŽǀĞƌ/ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚĞƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ ?^ƚĂŶĨŽƌĚhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ? 
106  “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌĂƵƚŝŽŶƐŽŶŐƌĞƐƐKŶWƌŽďĞKĨŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?Nashville Banner ?Ɖƌŝů ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ
^ĞĞƐEŽĂŶŐĞƌŝŶ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Washington Post, November 20, 1961, A2. 
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treated with a degree of caution. They already had a visible presence in his home state and the 
Arizonan recognized the potential value the JBS presented to conservatives.  
 It did not take long before the John Birch Society lit up on the radar of the Kennedy 
Administration. Attorney-General Robert F. Kennedy was especially concerned about the rise 
of right-wing activism, and had several reports and memoranda commissioned to monitor its 
JURZWK DQG DFWLYLWLHV XVXDOO\ QRWLQJ D VWURQJ EDFNODVK DJDLQVW .HQQHG\¶V HOHFWLRQ DQG
SROLFLHV :HOFK LQLWLDOO\ UHVSHFWHG .HQQHG\¶V ROG 0DVVDFKXVHWWV VWRFN DQWL-communist 
credentials and friendship with Joseph McCarthy, though he was worried the Senator would 
WXUQRXW WREH:DOWHU5HXWKHU¶V³VWRRJH´RQFHHOHFWHGSUHVLGHQW%XW LQ OLJKWRI.HQQHG\¶V
support for international recognition of communist China, decolonization, and federal 
intervention to protect the Freedom Riders and later James Meredith at Ole Miss, the Birch 
founder became convinced Kennedy was either inexplicably soft on communism or simply an 
³DPRUDO PDQ´ DQG ³EDOO-carrying on behalf of the Communist aims here in the United 
6WDWHV´107 
 The Birchers, who saw no middle ground between conservative anti-communism and 
the collectivist evil concentrated in the Kremlin, were especially enraged by the 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V FRQWLQXDWLRQ RI FRUGLDO UHODWLRQV ZLWK -RVLS %UR] ³7LWR´ WKH <XJRVODYLDQ
president who had broken away from Stalin and pursued a course of neutrality with the West. 
Welch refused to believe Tito was actually independent from Moscow and instead considered 
KLP 6WDOLQ¶V ³KDWFKHW PDQ´ SXW LW SRVLWLRQ WR GXSH WKH :HVW LQto aiding its Communist 
regime.108 On October 14, 1961, a spontaneous protest, which became known as the National 
Indignation Convention, 'DOODV %LUFKHU )UDQN 0F*HKHH ³D VHOI-admitted member of the 
John Birch Society´ erupted in Dallas after the federal government had arranged to sell a 
                                                          
107 Bulletin ?ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ĂƌďĂƌĂƵŶĚƐĐŚƵ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ&ŽƵŶĚĞƌĂůůƐ<ĞŶŶĞĚǇŵŽƌĂů ?EŝǆŽŶ^ůŝƉƉĞƌǇ ? ? 
108 Blue Book, 5. 
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number of obsolete Sabre Jet fighters to Yugoslavia and allow some of its pilots to train on 
nearby Perrin airbase. On the first day, 300 people reportedly attended, followed by 1,200 the 
next day and 2,500 on the third, with many protestors wrapped in Confederate flags listening 
to speakers calling for the incarceration or even execution of Kennedy on grounds of 
treason.109 
 In an effort to respond to this embarrassing incident and assure voters he was able to 
defeat international Communism in the wake of the disastrous Bay of Pigs invasion and 
Berlin Crisis, the President embarked on a speaking tour on the West Coast, appearing at the 
centennial of the University of Washington in Seattle and at a $100 per plate fundraiser 
dinner at the Hollywood Bowl, in front of 3,000 Democrats. Kennedy did not explicitly name 
WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\ EXW FULWLFL]HG ³WKH GLVFRUGDQW YRLFH RI H[WUHPLVP´ WKRVH ³ZKR DUH
unwilling to face up to the danger from without are convinced that the real danger comes 
IURP ZLWKLQ´ WKRVH ZKR WULed to confront their fellow citizens with the false choices of 
³DSSHDVHPHQW RU ZDU VXLFLGH RU VXUUHQGHU KXPLOLDWLRQ RU KRORFDXVW WR EH HLWKHU 5HG RU
GHDG´,QVXP.HQQHG\HPSKDVL]HGWKH%LUFKHUV¶DORRIQHVVDQGLGHRORJLFDOLVRODWLRQ³7KHUH
have always been those fringes of our society who have sought to escape their own 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\E\ILQGLQJDVLPSOHVROXWLRQDQDSSHDOLQJVORJDQRUDFRQYHQLHQWVFDSHJRDW´
KH PXVHG ³7KH\ ILQG WUHDVRQ LQ RXU ILQHVW FKXUFKHV LQ RXU KLJKHVW FRXUW DQG HYHQ LQ WKH
trHDWPHQW RI RXU ZDWHU´110 According to a New York Times UHSRUW DERXW  ³,QGLJQDQW
&LWL]HQV´SURWHVWHGRXWVLGHWKH+ROO\ZRRG%RZOEUDQGLVKLQJVLJQVZKLFKUHDG³1R-DFNIRU
                                                          
109  “^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĞŶƚĞƌ ? ? ? ?ƐĞĞŶŽƚĞ ? ? ? 
110  “<ĞŶŶĞĚǇ ^ŚƵŶƐ ǆƚƌĞŵĞƐ ŽŶ EĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ ? ?Denver Post, November 19, 1961, 7; see also Edward T. 
&ŽůůŝĂƌĚ ?  “<ĞŶŶĞĚǇ >ĂƐŚĞƐ KƵƚ ƚ ŝƌĐŚŝƚĞƐ ? KƚŚĞƌ ZŝŐŚƚŝƐƚ  ‘&ĂŶĂƚŝĐƐ ? P  ? ? ? ? ĞŵŽĐƌĂƚƐ ,ĞĂƌ WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ŝŶ
,ŽůůǇǁŽŽĚ ? ?Washington Post,  November  19, 1961, A1. 
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-DJDQ´³:KHUH LV WKH6SLULWRI µ´³:H$UH1RW$IUDLG2I)DOORXW ± We Are Afraid Of 
6HOORXW´³9HWR7LWR´³*HQHUDO:DONHUIRU3UHVLGHQW´DQG³2XWZLWK$GODL´111  
 As with the controversial Gen. Edwin Walker case that unfolded around the same 
time, conservative leaders like Buckley and Goldwater disagreed with the conspiratorial 
explanations offered by the Birchers, but understood they would lose an invaluable, 
motivated base for support. Walker, who had resigned from his duties ± after being 
reprimanded for distributing right-wing literature to his troops in West-Germany, quickly 
became a Birch hero and a symbol for resistance through re-education. The criticisms the 
Texan received from the Kennedy Administration and Senator William Fulbright only 
confirmed to them that Walker had been trying to expose the truth. At this point, Buckley and 
the National Review approached the Society with caution. Though the conservative author 
publicly disagreed with Welch on Eisenhower and the nature of the Communist conspiracy, 
KH VWUHVVHG WKDW KH ³DGPLUHG KLV SHUVRQDO FRXUDJH DQG GHYRWLRQ WR KLV FDXVH´ ,QVWHDG RI
writing off the Birchers, he again turned to their liberal critics and reasoned the interest in the 
6RFLHW\KDGEHFRPHVRYDVWEHFDXVH ³WKHUH LV VRPXFK LQWHUHVW LQ WKHTXLFNHQLQJ WHPSRRI
FRQVHUYDWLYHDFWLYLW\7KH/LEHUDOV´KHDUJXHG³DQd to the extent their programs coincide, 
WKH&RPPXQLVWVIHHOWKUHDWHQHGE\WKHUHYLYHGRSSRVLWLRQ´112 
A memo written to President Kennedy on the subject of right-wing activism captured 
%XFNOH\¶V DPELJXRXV SRVLWLRQ VXFFLQFWO\ ³)URP WKH SRLQW RI YLHZ RI HOecting candidates, 
                                                          
111 Apart from criticizing US support for Tito, activists targeted British Guyana Prime Minister Cheddi Jagan, 
whose Marxist-Leninist sympathies angered conservatives, and Adlai Stevenson, US Ambassador to the United 
EĂƚŝŽŶƐ ? dŽŵ tŝĐŬĞƌ ?  “<ĞŶŶĞĚǇ ƐƐĞƌƚƐ &Ăƌ-Right Groups Provoke Disunity: Attacks Birch Society and 
 ‘DŝŶƵƚĞŵĞŶ ? Ăƚ Ă WĂƌƚǇ ŝŶŶĞƌ ŝŶ >ŽƐ ŶŐĞůĞƐ ? ?New York Times, November 19, 1961, A1; see also Wicker, 
 “<ĞŶŶĞĚǇ ^ƚƌĞƐƐĞƐ >ŝďĞƌĂů WƌŽŐƌĂŵ P ůƐŽ ŽŶĚĞŵŶƐ ZŝŐŚƚŝƐƚƐ ŝŶ ^ǁŝŶŐ dŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ tĞƐƚ ? ?New York Times, 
November 20, 1961, 34; on Edwin Walker and the John Birch Society, see Schoenwald, 100-123. 
112 ƵĐŬůĞǇ ? “dŚĞhƉƌŽĂƌ ? ? ? ? ?-242. 
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:HOFKLVDPLOOVWRQHDURXQGWKHQHFNRIWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHVKLVRUJDQL]DWLRQKRZHYHULVQRW´
2Q WKH FRQWUDU\ WKH PHPR DUJXHG ³LW LV DQ LGHDO LQVWUXPHQW IRU PRELOL]LQJ JUDVV URRWV
support for conservative candidates in 1962 on a natioQZLGH EDVLV´ Whereas conventional 
wisdom placed the JBS at the margins and outside the sphere of genuine conservatism and 
realist politics, its actual place in the dynamics of ideological change was far more 
significant. Political opponents were eager to demonize the Society, but established 
conservatives remained ± for the time being ± cautious not to alienate its thousands of highly 
motivated members and sympathizers. Also, while unrealistic targets from withdrawal from 
the United Nations to the impeachment of the Supreme Court Chief Justice distressed 
prominent conservatives like Buckley, they were equally rejoiced by the fervor and 
grassroots energy that the JBS provided to the right. 113 
 
VI. ³6WXPEOLQJLV1RW)DOOLQJ´7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\(VWDEOLVKHG 
In the foreword to the Blue Book¶V IRXUWKHGLWLRQZULWWHQ LQ)HEUXDU\:HOFK ORRNHG
EDFNRQWKH6RFLHW\¶VILUVWWZR\HDUV+HUHPLQLVFHG³7KHILUVWIHZZRUNLQJFKDSWHUVRIWKH
John Birch Society were formed in February 1959, exactly two years ago. They have been a 
ORQJWZR\HDUV´ By the end of 1961, the impressive media attention had made the John Birch 
6RFLHW\DKRXVHKROGQDPHLQ$PHULFDQSROLWLFV7KHVSULQJWLPH³H[SRVXUHV´LQLWLDWHGE\7RP
Storke and the subsequent media avalanche it unleashed, merely drew attention to an 
increasingly organized right wing, and while the controversy around The Politician and 
:HOFK¶VFRQVSLUDF\WKHRULHVKDGXQGRXEWHGO\KXUWWKH6RFLHW\¶VFUHGLELOLW\WKHYDVWSXEOLFLW\
LQORFDODQGQDWLRQDOQHZVRXWOHWVDFWXDOO\ERRVWHGWKH6RFLHW\¶VPHPEHUVKLSDs it made the 
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organization more visible and seemingly effective to eager and often isolated citizens looking 
WRUROOEDFNWKH³FROOHFWLYL]DWLRQ´RIWKHLUVRFLHW\114 
 The JBS also continued to grow in terms of infrastructure. In 1961, determined to 
counter tKH LQFUHDVLQJO\ KRVWLOH PHGLD FRYHUDJH :HOFK HVWDEOLVKHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V RZQ
Research Department, headed by Francis X. Gannon and full-time dedicated to anticipating, 
exposing and discrediting Communist tactics employed against the Society and the wider 
cause of anti-FRPPXQLVP *DQQRQ ZRXOG HYHQWXDOO\ SXEOLVK KLV ³ILQGLQJV´ LQ KLV
Biographical Dictionary of the Left, a 667-SDJHORQJFRPSHQGLXPSXEOLVKHGE\WKH6RFLHW\¶V
outlet in 1973. 115  According to Boston-based journalist Cornelius Hurley, Belmont 
headquarters employed 57 people in 1961, a number which would go up to 109 by mid-1963. 
Within those two years, Welch would acquire the basement of the adjoining building and 
QHDUO\GRXEOH WKHVL]HRI WKH6RFLHW\¶VRIILFHDQGVWRUDJHVSDFH%\KHHVWLPDWHG WKe 
circulation of American Opinion at over 27,000 ± as compared to nearly 60,000 for the 
National Review DWDURXQGWKHWLPHRI*ROGZDWHU¶VQRPLQDWLRQRQH\HDUODWHU116 
 Publication output did not stop with American Opinion and the monthly Bulletin. 
Welch ensured his members had a steady diet of right-wing literature to feed on. In 1961, he 
DQQRXQFHGWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRI³WKLVXQLIRUPGROODUUHSULQWVHULHVRIERRNVZKLFKKDYHPDGH
RXWVWDQGLQJ FRQWULEXWLRQV WR WKH WUXHKLVWRU\RI WKHSDVW WZHQW\ \HDUV´%\ 2FWRber, he had 
ERXJKWWKHULJKWVWRUHSULQW5RVDOLH*RUGRQ¶V1ine Men Against America$UWKXU%OLVV/DQH¶V
I Saw Poland Betrayed -DPHV%XUQKDP¶V The Web of Subversion*HRUJH5DFH\ -RUGDQ¶V
                                                          
114 Blue Book, xv. 
115 Bulletin, December 1960, 6. 
116 ŽƌŶĞůŝƵƐ& ?,ƵƌůĞǇ ?  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ:d ? ?ƵŶƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞWƌĞƐƐĂƌƚŝĐůĞ ?  ? ? ? ? ?dŚŽŵĂƐ^ƚŽƌŬĞWĂƉĞƌƐ ?
ĂƌƚŽŶ ? ? “ZĞůĂƚĞĚ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇDĂƚĞƌŝĂů&ŝůĞĚǁŝƚŚůŝƉƉŝŶŐƐ ? ?see also John Andrew, op cit., 211; Ronald 
Lora and William Henry Longton, The Conservative Press in Twentieth-Century America (Wesport, CT: 
Greenwood, 1999). 
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)URP0DMRU-RUGDQ¶V'LDULHV-RVHSK0F&DUWK\¶V$PHULFD¶V5HWUHDW IURm Victory, John T. 
)O\QQ¶V While You Slept *DUHW *DUUHWW¶V 7KH 3HRSOH¶V 3RWWDJH DQG 9LFWRU - )R[¶V The 
Pentagon Case, all ready to be shipped to chapter leaders around the country. Announcing 
the idea for the reprint series to conservative publisher Henry Regnery, who published 
:HOFK¶V Life of John Birch and May God Forgive Us KH ERDVWHG ³7KH FKDQQHO RI
distribution is becoming sizable, as you can gather from the fact that our printing bills are 
QRZ UXQQLQJ DERXW WKLUW\ WKRXVDQG GROODUV SHU PRQWK´ 117 Shortly after, he established the 
6RFLHW\¶VYHU\RZQSXEOLVKLQJKRXVH:HVWHUQ,VODQGV± QDPHGDIWHU.HDWV¶VRQQHW³2Q)irst 
/RRNLQJ ,QWR&KDSPDQ¶V+RPHU´± and announced its first three books - How to Read the 
Federalist Papers by Holmes Alexander; his own Life of John Birch; and Bullets and 
Confetti from American Opinion ± to arrive by Christmas.118 
By April 1961, amidst the barrage of scathing articles and fiery congressional debates, 
active chapters were listed in 34 states, with a strong presence in the Southwest and leaving 
only Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah and Vermont 
unorganized.119 Feeding heavily on specifically suburban demographics, participation gave 
citizens an ennobling mission, a chance to get on the right side of history. Expressions of 
derision and outrage by prominent moderates and liberals like Tom Kuchel, Jacob Javits, or 
3UHVLGHQW.HQQHG\KLPVHOIFRQILUPHG%LUFKHUV¶VXVSLFLRQVWKH\ZHUHPDNLQJDQLPSDFWDV
their activism tapped into a deep-rooted distrust of the New Deal, internationalism and an 
elite ruling class they had come to identify with a sense of moral decline and a fall in 
                                                          
117 Letters from Robert Welch to Henry Regnery, July 14, 1961 and August 14, 1961, Henry Regnery Papers, Box 
 ? ? ? “tĞůĐŚ ?ZŽďĞƌƚ, ?t ? ?:ƌ ? ? ?,ŽŽǀĞƌ/ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ. 
118 Bulletin, November 1961, 5. 
119  “ŝƌĐŚ'ƌŽƵƉ>ŝƐƚƐhŶŝƚŝŶ ? ?^ƚĂƚĞƐ P^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ^ĂǇƐ/ƚ,ĂƐKŶĞƚŽ ? ? ?ŚĂƉƚĞƌƐŝŶĂĐŚƌĞĂ W DĞŵďĞƌƐ ?dŽƚĂů
^ĞĐƌĞƚ ? ?New York Times, April 2, 1961, 62. 
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American standing in the world. Eager to strike back, Birchers started, joined and supported 
³VSRQWDQHRXV´ PRYHPHQWV VXFK DV WKH 1DWLRQDO ,QGLJQDWLRQ &RQYHQWLRQ &Uusade for 
Americanism, We the People!, Aid for Katanga and many others.120 Through its publications 
and speaking tours, the Society harnessed the momentum and support of allied rightists such 
as Dan Smoot, Clarence Manion, Kent and Phoebe Courtney, Billy James Hargis, W. Cleon 
Skousen, Edgar Bundy, H.L. Hunt, etc. and helped forge an increasingly mobilized attack on 
OLEHUDOFRQVHQVXVSROLWLFV$VRQHQHZVSDSHUSXW LW³WKH%LUFK6RFLHW\KDV\LHOGHGWRSUDQN
among the 1,000 or so pseudo-conservative groups that are calculated to be operating on the 
XOWUDULJKW´ 121 
$VNHHQREVHUYHUVRIWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ¶VSURJUHVVTXLFNO\VDZFLWL]HQV¶DFWLYLVPZDV
crucial. The 1963 California Legislature Twelfth Report of the Senate Factfinding 
Subcommittee on Un-American Activities, headed by Democratic State Senator Hugh Burns, 
which focused, at the request of Governor Pat Brown, on the Birch Society in California, 
interviewed or received affidavits from over a hundred Birch members and organizers. One 
such testimonial, delivered by Southern Californian Robert Blake, retired US Marine Corps 
0DM*HQHUDORIIHUVDVXFFLQFW LQVLJKW³6HYHUDO\HDUVDJR ,EHFDPHDPHPEHURI WKH-RKQ
Birch Society ... because I saw in it the first opinion group to come to my attention which 
possessed the potentialities for organizing scattered voices of conservatism into an effective 
LQIOXHQFHRQWKHSROLWLFDOHQYLURQPHQWRIRXUFRXQWU\´122 
 
                                                          
120  “WŽůŝƚŝĐƐĂŶĚWĞŽƉůĞ PĂŶŐĞƌŽŶƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Baltimore Sun, February 14, 1962, 13. 
121  “'ůĞŶĚĂůĞ^ŚŽǁƐ,ŽǁƚŽdĂĐŬůĞŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵ ? ?Los Angeles Times, August 20, 1961, B4; see also Douglas K. 
^ƚĞǁĂƌƚĂŶĚdĞĚ ?^ŵŝƚŚ ? “ĞůĞďƌŝƚǇ^ƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞŽĨƚŚĞ&ĂƌZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Political Research Quarterly, 17.2 (June 1964), 
349-55. 
122 ^ĞŶĂƚĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ^ƚĂƚĞ ŽĨ ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ ?  “dŚĞCalifornia Legislature Twelfth Report of the Senate Factfinding 
Subcommittee on Un-ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ ? ?13. 
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Fig. 7: A typical American Opinion Book Store in Santa Barbara, CA ± SANTA BARBARA 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
$QG LQGHHG DVLGH IURP PHPEHUV¶ VXEXUEDQ KRPHV WKH 6RFLHW\ HQFRXUDJHG
individuals to start up commercial outlets for rightist literature, often called American 
Opinion Book Stores, about 200 of which the Society claimed to be affiliated with by mid-
decade. There were even a handful of American Opinion ³ERRNPRELOHV´ WRXULQJ DURXQG
Southern California alone, offering original copies or Birch-sponsored reprints of a wide 
range of FRQVHUYDWLYHPDWHULDOVOLNH*ROGZDWHU¶VConscience of a Conservative, Arthur Bliss 
/DQH¶V I Saw Poland Betrayed DQG RI FRXUVH :HOFK¶V RZQ The Politician. The 1963 
California report listed a number of affiliated bookstores in the area, e.g. the Patriot Book 
Shop in Arcadia, the Orange County Freedom Book Store in Fullerton, the Heritage Book 
Shop in Van Nuys, Betsy Ross Book Shop, in W. Los Angeles, the Anti-Communist Center 
in Garden Grove, the Freedom Book Store in Whittier and Freedom Forum Book Store in 
Costa Mesa. Venues like the Citrus Americanism Center in Covina frequently housed Birch-
sponsored speakers like Tom Anderson or W. Cleon Skousen. Occasionally, a number of 
100 
 
 
 
chapters in the same area would raise money to lure speakers through the American Opinion 
Speakers Bureau network. All the way from Belmont, the Society would even sponsor 
VWXGHQW HVVD\ FRQWHVWV OLNH D ERRN UHYLHZ RI 5RVDOLH *RUGRQ¶V VFDWKLQJ FULWLTXH RI WKH
Warren Court, Nine Men Against America. The contest, concluded in the summer of 1962, 
was won by a young Californian.123 
Though Birchers were increasingly mobilized along the Sun Belt and the Midwest, 
Southern California quickly became the undisputed center of their activism. In December 
1962 for instance, librarians in Los Angeles and Orange Counties were overwhelmed with 
FRPSODLQWOHWWHUVIURPORFDO%LUFKHUVRQWKHDFTXLVLWLRQRIFRSLHVRI1LNRV.D]DQW]DNLV¶The 
Last Temptation of Christ, on the grounds of its purported blasphemy and godless subversion. 
In Long Beach, Santa Ana and Newport Beach coordinated letter campaigns were staged. 
Administrative staff at both Los Angeles City Library and Los Angeles County Library 
GURZQHG LQ %LUFKHUV¶ OHWWHUV 0LVV ,UPD . %HWKXQH RI $Ucadia staged her own local 
campaign and showered the local library board with complaints of discovering the book on a 
³JURFHU\VWRUH VKHOI´ DQGGHPDQGHG LWV LPPHGLDWHZLWKGUDZDO$IWHU WKHERDUG LJQRUHGKHU
pleas, she began spreading the word amongst her chapter members and beyond, by 
conversation and letter, and she drew support from both the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
clergy in Arcadia, as well as the local Americanism Committee of Watchdogs of Freedom. At 
least in Arcadia, the book was eventually takeQRIIWKHVKHOYHV´124 
 /DWHU WKDW PRQWK WKH /DNHZRRG 7ULDQJOH %XVLQHVVPHQ¶V $VVRFLDWLRQ UHSUHVHQWDWLYH
³UHFHLYHGQXPHURXVSKRQHFDOOV´IURPPHPEHUVRIWKHFRPPXQLW\LGHQWLI\LQJWKHPVHOYHVDV
                                                          
123 See  “KƵƌŽƵŶĐŝů^ƉĞĂŬƐ ? ?:ƵŶĞ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ĂƚƚŚĞ Flick-Reedy Corporation auditorium in Bensenville, Illinois, 
d ? ŽůĞŵĂŶ ŶĚƌĞǁƐ WĂƉĞƌƐ ? Žǆ  ? ? &ŽůĚĞƌ  ? ?  “Ŷ ƐƐĂǇŽŶƚĞƐƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ hŶĚĞƌŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ ? ? /ďŝĚ ? ?
Margaret Meier Papers, Box 14, Folder 14. 
124  “>ŝďƌĂƌŝĂŶƐ &ŝŐŚƚ ĨĨŽƌƚ ƚŽ ĂŶ ŽŽŬ ŽŶ ŚƌŝƐƚ P  ‘dĞŵƉƚĂƚŝŽŶ ? EŽǀĞů dĞƌŵĞĚ  ‘ůĂƐƉŚĞŵŽƵƐ ? ? ĞĨĞŶĚĞĚ ĂƐ
 ‘ZĞĨůĞĐƚŝǀĞ ?WŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚŝĐĂů ? ? ?Los Angeles Times, December 2, 1962. 
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Birchers, PTA members or both. The LTBA had hired visual artist Allan Noonan, leader of a 
ORFDOFXOWFDOOHG³7KH8QLYHUVDO0LOOHQQLXP*URXS´ WRSURYLGH ILIW\&KULVWPDVGHFRUDWLRQV
for the local shopping mall. The angry callers demanded the decorations be taken down, as 
they not only felt they had nothing to with the birth of Christ. They were convinced Noonan 
was a Red and sought to destroy the local community through subversive imagery. They 
WKUHDWHQHG WRER\FRWW WKH/7%$¶VEXVLQHVVHVDQGSLFNHWVWRUHVDQG WKRXJK WKH$VVRFLDWLRQ
stalled the decision to find a compromisH³>V@WUDQJHO\-worded captions for the modernistic 
DUWZRUNVDOUHDG\>KDG@EHHQUHPRYHG´125  
 Such local yet tangible victories fueled JBS activism, commitment and fanaticism. 
Members had the sense of belonging to a community that legitimized their views and felt 
they were making a real impact. Though the bulk of Bircher activism may seem to have 
focused on local and rather petty causes, it needs emphasizing how these minor projects 
cemented community relationships, established Americanist networks and provided bottom-
up resources to both the Society as radicalized right-wing forces within the local political 
ODQGVFDSH:KLOHORFDO%LUFKHUVRUJDQL]HGDJDLQVW³JRGOHVV´DQG³FROOHFWLYLVW´LQIOXHQFHVLQ
their churches, libraries, schools, and government, their enthusiasm nurtured the political 
steamrollers out to defeat liberalism, moderation and compromise within the GOP and 
EH\RQG$VKLJKZD\VDFURVVWKHQDWLRQZHUHLQFUHDVLQJO\GRWWHGZLWK³,PSHDFK(DUO:DUUHQ´
DQG³*HW862XWRIWKH81´VLJQVORFDO%LUFK-sponsored campaigns forged alliances on 
WKH 5LJKW DQG VXSSOLHG WKH OLIH EORRG IRU D YHULWDEOH ³SXUJH´ LQ ORFDO VWDWH DQG XOWLPDWHO\
national politics. 
 
 
                                                          
125  “ĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƵĞŽŶ>ĂŬĞǁŽŽĚ ?ƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƌƚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, December 14, 1962. 
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VII. Conclusion 
For all the controversy the Society managed to create in the immediate years after its 
founding, it grew well beyond the expectations of many. Alan Westin, writing alongside 
'DQLHO%HOOLQFODLPHG³WKH6RFLHW\¶VPRVWVXFFHVVIXOHIIRUWVWRGDWH>«@KDYHEHHQRQ
WKH µVRIWXQGHUEHOO\¶RI$PHULFDQGHPRFUDF\ ± those places where a minimum of pressure 
FDQRIWHQSURGXFHPD[LPXPWHUURUDQGUHVWULFWLYHUHVSRQVHV´126 Although there is a degree of 
WUXWKLQ:HVWLQ¶VREVHUYDWLRQPDQ\RIWKHLWVFRQWHPSRUDU\FULWLFVIDWDOO\XQGHUHVWLPDWHGWKH
prominent role that the Society and what they called tKH³OXQDWLFIULQJHVRIWKHULJKW´ZRXOG
play in harnessing grassroots resources, ensuring the conservative capture of the Republican 
3DUW\DQGHQDEOLQJ%DUU\*ROGZDWHUWRVHL]HWKHSDUW\¶VQRPLQDWLRQLQ³,WLVH[WUHPHO\
GRXEWIXO´6H\PRXU0DUWLQ/LSVHWKDGZULWWHQLQWKHZDNHRI0F&DUWK\¶VFHQVXUH³WKDWWKH
radical right will grow beyond the peak of 1953-1954. It has reached its optimum strength in 
a period of prosperity, and a recession will probably cripple its political power. It cannot 
build an oUJDQL]HGPRYHPHQW´127 $VODWHDV MXVW WZR\HDUVEHIRUH%DUU\*ROGZDWHU¶V
SUHVLGHQWLDO QRPLQDWLRQ%HOO VLPSO\HFKRHG /LSVHW¶VSUHGLFWLRQ ³)RU WKH WLPHEHLQJ WKHUH
VHHPV QR UHDVRQ WR VXSSRVH WKDW LWV IXWXUH KROGV DQ\WKLQJ PRUH WKDQ LWV SUHVHQW´128 Even 
presidential memoranda were prone to downplaying the role of the Birch contingent, 
FRQFOXGLQJLWVDQDWRP\RI³SUH-World War II isolationism and the remnants of a 19th century 
UXJJHGLQGLYLGXDOLVP´KDGQRSODFHLQPRGHUQ$PHULFDQFXOWXUHDQGZRXOGQRWOLNely impact 
the mainstream political process. The events of the following years would prove them 
wrong.129  
                                                          
126 tĞƐƚŝŶ ? “dŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? ? ? ? ) ? ?ŝŶĞůů ?ed.), 67. 
127 Lipset in op. cit, 369.  
128 Bell in op. cit., 6. 
129  “^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĞŶƚĞƌ ? ? ? ? 
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 The mischaracterization of Birch activism as a political anomaly or an extremist 
fringe, has led to its underestimation in terms of what it could offer the young, conservative 
PRYHPHQW&HUWDLQO\:HOFK¶VFRQVSLUDFLVPDOLHQDWHGPRUH$PHULFDQVWKDQLWFRXOGLPSUHVV
but it put his Society on the map and helped attract thousands of likeminded Americanists to 
its ranks. Through hands-on projects that applied locally as well as nationally, members could 
gain invaluable organizational experience and feel increasingly united against the sinister 
forces they sought to expose. It also gave Birchers an identifiable aim and enemy, and united 
anti-communism with conservative preoccupations ± internationalism, constitutionalism, 
economics and social issues. Clearly, the Society was more than a conspiracist, isolationist 
group stuck in the past, but recruited thousands of affluent, suburban citizens eager to fight 
bacN &RQFHUQHG FRQVHUYDWLYHV WRRN WKHLU FXHV IURP WKH %LUFKHUV¶ JUDVVURRWV VWUHQJWK DQG
strategically avoided alienating its membership as far as possible. 
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Chapter 3: An Americanist Dilemma: Race and Civil Rights 
 
Over the summer of 1963, Robert Welch warned anyone who would listen that the 
&RPPXQLVWV ZHUH SODQQLQJ WR FUHDWH D ³6RYLHW 1HJUR 5HSXEOLF´ LQ WKH 'HHS 6RXWK ZLWK
Atlanta as its probable capital and Martin Luther King, Jr. as its first president. The scheme, 
supported by QDwYH OLEHUDOV DQG ³IHOORZ WUDYHOHUV´ KH FODLPHG ZDV RQO\ SDUW RI D JUHDWHU
design to divide and enslave the population of the United States and ultimately, the world. 
³$QGZKLOHLIDQGZKHQWKH&RPPXQLVWSORWWHUVEUHDNDZD\WKH6RXWKHDVWHUQFRUQHURIWhe 
United States to form a Negro Soviet republic, and the eastern provinces of Canada to form a 
&DQXFN 6RYLHW UHSXEOLF´ :HOFK SURSKHVLHG ³WKHUH ZLOO VWLOO EH SOHQW\ RI LGHDOLVWLF GXSHV
VKRXWLQJ DERXW KRZ ZRQGHUIXO LW LV IRU WKHVH SHRSOH WR KDYH WKHLU µLQGHSHQGHQFH¶
nevertheless we hope that just the shadows of these forthcoming events will bring enough 
people into the John Birch Society to help mightily in keeping such events from 
µIRUWKFRPLQJ¶ DW DOO´ ,Q WKH VDPHEUHDWK WKH%LUFK OHDGHURXWOLQHG D0,000 program to 
attract more members and raise more funds ahead of the 1964 election campaign.1 
While the JBS enjoyed tremendous exposure in the early 1960s and its numbers 
continued to swell, the focus of the national political agenda began to shift increasingly 
towards civil rights and racial inequality. The 1963 Birmingham campaign that further 
enhanced the profile of Martin Luther King, Jr., and the visibly violent response to it, urged 
President Kennedy to call for substantial reform and within little over a year, Lyndon 
Johnson made history by signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Thus the struggle over civil 
rights and equality was intrinsically linked to the development of liberalism and would form a 
FRUQHUVWRQHIRU-RKQVRQ¶V*UHDW6RFLHW\LQLWLatives. That same struggle however proved just 
                                                          
1 'ůĂĚǁŝŶ,ŝůů ? “tĞůĐŚ^ĂǇƐZĞĚƐWůŽƚEĞŐƌŽZĞƉƵďůŝĐ ? ?The Miami News, August 16, 1963, 9. 
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as crucial for the development of modern conservatism, and the Birchers were no exception. 
In the same way that mutual enmity towards Communism ± and liberalism by association ± 
had brought moral traditionalists, former left-wing radicals and classical liberals together 
against the New Deal and the welfare state, the issue of racial inequality united conservatives 
against federal reform. Southern segregationists traditionally promoted white supremacy, on 
biologLFDO DQGRU FXOWXUDO JURXQGV ZKLFK EOHQGHG ZLWK WUDGLWLRQDOLVWV¶ EHOLHI LQ QDWXUDO
divinely ordained hierarchies and their distaste for (too rapid and enforced) social progress. 
At the same time, classical liberals resisted the idea of federal intervention on grounds of 
constitutionalism, self-determination and property rights, and instead put their faith in a 
³FRORUEOLQG´ PDUNHWSODFH WR HYHQ RXW VRFLHWDO LQHTXLWLHV )HDULQJ IHGHUDO HQIRUFHPHQW RI
integration or even external Communist manipulation, all could rally behind state sovereignty 
DQG VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV VXVSLFLRQV RI UDGLFDO VXEYHUVLRQ DQG DQWL-statist resentment in their 
opposition to demands for government-sponsored racial justice. 
 7KH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\¶V UHVSRQVH WR FLYLO ULJKWV LV VLJQLILFDQW Ior several reasons. 
First of all, by the pivotal year of 1963, the Society had emerged as a grassroots organization 
with national significance and had, unlike visible racialist resistance groups such as the 
:KLWH &LWL]HQV¶ &RXQFLOV :&& RU WKH .X .OX[ .ODQ ... D YHU\ VWURQJ SUHVHQFH LQ
areas well beyond the Deep South. This nationwide reach crucially facilitated a shift away 
from RYHUWO\ UDFLDOLVW RSSRVLWLRQ WR FLYLO ULJKWV 7KH PDMRULW\ RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V PHPEHUVKLS
resided outside the Jim Crow states, and its agenda reflected a much wider set of concerns 
than racial integration and equal voting rights. The success and growth the JBS enjoyed both 
in and outside the Deep South showed various strands and degrees of resistance and 
opposition could be connected under a broader framework. To achieve this, the Society took 
a particular position between non-conspiratorial conservative factions and overtly racialist 
movements, and even promoted through its official literature and front group operations a 
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³FRORUEOLQG´DSSURDFKWRFLYLOULJKWV:KLOHGLVWDQFLQJLWVHOIIURPRYHUWO\UDFLVWPRWLYDWLRQV
and even supporting the purpose if not the means of integration, the JBS built on redbaiting 
strategies that defenders of segregation had started to adopt during the post-war years. 2 
By doing so, the Birchers helped raise complex segregationist strategies linking 
integration to Communist subversion onto a nationally viable de-UDFLDOL]HG RU ³FRORUEOLQG´
right-wing critique of liberal reform initiatives that would emerge primarily in the 1970s, 
including desegregation busing, affirmative action, and welfare. Even before that time, they 
helped set the stage for the rise of politicians like Barry Goldwater, Ronald Reagan, George 
:DOODFH DQG HYHQ WKH ³6RXWKHUQ 6WUDWHJ\´ RI 5LFKDUG 1L[RQ ZKRVH SRSXOLVW FRQVHUYDWLYH
campaigns relied heavily on racial coding and targeted mostly Caucasian conservatives and 
fRUPHU1HZ'HDO'HPRFUDWVGLVLOOXVLRQHGZLWKWKH³H[FHVVHV´RIOLEHUDOLVPVRFLDOXQUHVWWKH
New Left and radicalized civil rights groups. As part of this transition, the Birchers helped 
develop a Southern opposition to civil rights reform that was primarily based on 
constitutionalism and anti-communist association, into a greater focus on social dimensions 
such as law and order, reverse racism and freedom of association. 
5REHUW :HOFK DSSOLHG WKH VDPH XQ\LHOGLQJ FRQVSLUDFLVP WR WKH 6RFLHW\¶V RIILFLDO
position on the issue of racial inequality as he had done with most political matters that 
concerned him. His hardline opposition to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, as well as his earlier impeachment campaign against Earl Warren, earned his 
organization countless supporters in the South, while inviting associations with extremist and 
racialist groups. A number of scholars have correctly pointed towards the collusion of the 
                                                          
2 Clive Webb, Massive Resistance: Southern Opposition to the Second Reconstruction (New York: Oxford 
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇWƌĞƐƐ ?  ? ? ? ? )ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞƐƚŚĞŝŵĂŐĞŽĨĂ  “ƐŽůŝĚtŚŝƚĞ^ŽƵƚŚ ?ĂŶĚŽĨĨĞƌƐĂŶ ŝŶ-depth study on how 
defenders of Jim Crow used complex tactics to oppose integration; for Jim Crow defenders and anti-
communist strategies specifically, see George Lewis, The White South and the Red Menace: Segregationists, 
Anticommunism, and Massive Resistance, 1945-1965 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2004).    
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6RFLHW\¶V FRQVSLUDWRULDO SRVLWLRQV DQG RSHQO\ UDFLVW LQGLYLGXDOs and organizations. Frank 
0LQW] DQG /LVD 0F*LUU KDYH ERWK VKRZQ KRZ WKH %LUFKHUV¶ RSSRVLWLRQ WR FLYLO ULJKWV LQ
SDUWLFXODU EURXJKW VRPH RI LWV PHPEHUV FORVHU WR :LOOLV &DUWR¶V DQWL-Semitic, white 
VXSUHPDFLVW /LEHUW\ /REE\ ZKLOH PXFK RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V HDUOy growth ran parallel with 
6RXWKHUQ UDFLVW JURXSV WKDW GHIHQGHG VHJUHJDWLRQ RQ UDFLDOLVW JURXQGV OLNH WKH &LWL]HQV¶
Councils. In her study on right-wing groups in Michigan, JoEllen McNergney Vinyard 
identifies similar connections between Birch membership and racist and/or paramilitary 
groups that enjoyed significant growth in the aftermath of Brown.3 
However, it is important to emphasize that such cases did not follow the official line 
of the JBS, and its stance and influence on U.S. race relations is in need of nuance and 
UHYLVLRQ :KLOH LW LV WUXH :HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDWRULDO YLHZV DQG SRVLWLRQ RQ FLYLO ULJKWV RIWHQ
interacted with white supremacy and even anti-Semitism on the ground, he actively 
discouraged and corrected such behavior among the membership. His alarmist anti-statism 
was complemented by a strong belief that racial bigotry and conflict were in fact Communist 
tools of disruption and dissent, and that conservative, patriotic Americans harbored no such 
divisive views of themselves. Informed by a strong background in business conservatism, 
Welch was very receptive to pro-market arguments and felt a truly free market would ease 
tensions between the races and, ultimately, if minorities were willing to work for it, provide 
equality of opportunity for all. As part of its educational strategy, the Birch founder even 
hired a number of African American former Communists to write and speak for the JBS on 
how Communists were planning to exploit racial tensions and the civil rights cause. Though 
the Society failed to attract significant numbers of African Americans to its cause, and its cast 
                                                          
3 Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors, 222; Frank Mintz, The Liberty Lobby and the American Right: Race, 
Conspiracy, Culture (Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Group, 1983), 144; JoEllen McNergney Vinyard, 
ZŝŐŚƚŝŶDŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ ?Ɛ'ƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ P&ƌŽŵƚŚĞ<<<ƚŽƚŚĞDŝĐŚŝŐĂŶDŝůŝƚŝĂ (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 
2011). 
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of disenchanted black former Communists and FBI informants was often dismissed as a 
publicity stunt, their inclusion can already be seen as a vanguard for the black and 
³PXOWLFXOWXUDO´FRQVHUYDWLVPVWKDWZRXOGHPHUJHGXULQJWKHVXEVHTXHQWGHFDGHV 
7KH 6RFLHW\¶V DQWL-civil rights activism brought more than just a reactionary 
counterforce against alleged Communist infiltration and the radicalization of civil rights 
movements towards the end of the decade. Much of the scholarship on the decline of 1960s 
liberalism has pointed towards popular uneasiness with the emergent New Left, as well as 
Black Power and other civil rights groups moving away from non-violent resistance. It is true 
that the Birchers exploited these phenomena to tie liberals to radical subversion and chaos. 
Growing urban unrest and violent riots erupting over fundamental inequality across various 
$PHULFDQ FLWLHV SURYLGHG :HOFK DQG KLV IROORZHUV ZLWK ³SURRI´ WKDW D Kidden Communist 
agenda was out to destroy civil society from within and that civil rights was the perfect 
Trojan horse to accomplish it. At the same time, their insistence on law and order closely 
matched the concerns and propaganda of non-conspiratorial conservatives, which again 
undermines a clear mainstream-extremist categorization of the Society. Also, Birchers 
continued to link liberal attempts to address de factor racial inequality with well-established, 
³FRORUEOLQG´IUHH-market values, as illustrated IRU LQVWDQFHE\PHPEHUV¶SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH
drive to repeal the Rumford Fair Housing Act in California in 1964. In sum, much of the 
%LUFKHUV¶ DFWLYLVP DJDLQVW FLYLO ULJKWV KHOSHG WKH EURDGHU FRQVHUYDWLYH PRYHPHQW LQ
developing a more palatable critique of liberal reform and left-wing resistance against racial 
equality, while pitching its conservative message to a national audience. 4 
                                                          
4 Eugene J. Dionne, Why Americans Hate Politics (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2004), 37; see also William L. 
K ?EĞŝůů ?Coming Apart: An Informal History of America in the 1960s (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1971); Todd 
Gitlin, The Sixties: Years of Hope, Days of Rage (New York: Bantam Books, 1989); John M. Blum, Years of 
Discord: American Politics and Society, 1961-1974 (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1992); Hugh Pearson, The 
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I. Making Men See Right: Redefining the Civil Rights Debate 
Though the experience of the Second World War galvanized civil rights activism on 
various fronts and dealt a great blow to the legitimacy of scientific racism, the climate of the 
Cold War stalled progressive reform, as opponents habitually tied promoters of racial 
equality to Communist subversion. As early as 1924, the Comintern had issued instructions to 
its American affiliates to step up organization of black workers, and from 1928 to the 
beginning of the Popular Front period in 1935, the CPUSA actively pushed for a Soviet state 
carved out of the Black Belt and populated by Southern blacks. Though this strategy was 
abandoned in the mid-1930s, anti-communist conspiracy theories kept the fear of a Negro 
Soviet Republic alive and even moderate civil rights reforms faced virulent attacks from 
redbaiters. After Brown, massive resistance quickly escalated, and the South succumbed to a 
QHZZDYHRIZKLWHUDFLDOLVWUHVHQWPHQW0F&DUWK\LVWFRQVSLUDF\WKHRULHVOLQNLQJWKH&RXUW¶V
decision as well as general civil rights drives to Communism abounded, and racially 
moderate politicians like Big Jim Folsom in Alabama suffered defeat at the polls as a result of 
segregationist indignation.5 
As well as highlighting the importance of pre-1960s resistance to racial equality with 
regard to the development of modern conservatism, historians have rightfully pointed towards 
the connections between Southern defiance and conservative Northern responses to civil 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
Shadow of the Panther: Huey P. Newton and the Price of Black Power in America (Reading, MA: Addison-
Wesley, 1994); Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, American Divided: The Civil War of the 1960s (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2000); Kevern Verney, The Debate on Black Civil Rights in America (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, 2006); Allen J. Matusow, The Unraveling of America: A History of Liberalism in the 
1960s (New York: University of Georgia Press, 2009). 
5 See Richard M. Fried, Nightmare in Red: The McCarthy Era in Perspective (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1990); Jeff Woods, Black Struggle, Red Scare: Segregation and Anti-Communism in the South, 1948-1968 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2004); Clive Webb (ed.), Massive Resistance: Southern 
Opposition to Reconstruction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005). 
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rights. As Michael Klarman has suggested in his backlash thesis, it was only after brutal 
violence against peaceful civil rights protesters in the South had been broadcast nationally, 
that Northern sympathy for enforced racial equality started to gain significant momentum, 
revealing an underlying reluctance to challenge the status quo without such direct, emotional 
incentives.6 In fact, historians have progressively recognized the power and relative success 
of anti-LQWHJUDWLRQLVW GULYHV RXWVLGH WKH 6RXWK $V 7KRPDV 6XJUXH DUJXHV ³7KRXJK WKH
differences between North and South were real, our emphasis on southern exceptionalism has 
led historians, journalists and political commentators to overlook the commonalities across 
UHJLRQV´%\FRQQHFWLQJPDQLIHVWDWLRQVRISRVW-industrial crisis in Northern cities to race and 
inequality, Sugrue reveals remarkable regional parallels in terms of conservative backlash 
against civil rights reform.7 
Similarly, authors like Robert Self and Ronald Formisano have provided useful 
studies of civil rights opposition with regard to public housing measures in Oakland, 
California and desegregation busing in Boston, respectively, and have effectively pointed out 
the obstacles and limitations of progressive civil rights reforms well beyond Dixie. However, 
WKHVHVWXGLHVKDYHDFKLHYHGPRUHWKDQWKHPHUHGHEXQNLQJRI³6RXWKHUQH[FHSWLRQDOLVP´%\
pointing towards powerful popular campaigns exploiting white resentment throughout the 
post-war period ± including well before the alleged mid-V³ZKLWHEDFNODVK´SKHQRPHQRQ
± they have been able to highlight the centrality of key issues other than urban chaos and 
radicalism, such as property rights, education, economic redistribution, etc. Studying the 
perpetually defiant George Wallace, who caused controversy by outperforming expectations 
                                                          
6 Michael J. Klarman, "How Brown Changed Race Relations: The Backlash Thesis" in The Journal of American 
History 81.1 (June 1994), 81-118. 
7 Thomas Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North (New York: 
Random House, 2008), xiv; see also Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar 
Detroit (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996). 
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in the 1964 Democratic primaries across several Northern states, Dan Carter has offered the 
interesting conclusion that while Southern populist and racial conservatism may not have 
emerged unscathed from its struggle with civil rights activism and progressive reform, the 
eventual coming of age of modern American conservatism seems all but unthinkable without 
a powerful right-wing rebuttal of liberal and radical left-wing answers to race and civil 
rights.8 
 As Thomas Edsall observes in Chain Reaction, race became absolutely crucial to 
right-wing strategies of undermining the march of AmeriFDQOLEHUDOLVP³,QWKHVWUXJJOHIRU
government and private-sector resources, race has become a powerful wedge, breaking up 
what had been the majoritarian economic interests of the poor, working and lower-middle 
classes in the traditional liberal coalition´ (GVDOO FRQWLQXHV ³>R@I WKH IRXU LVVXHV ± race, 
rights, reform and taxes ± race has been the most critical, and the most powerful in effecting 
SROLWLFDO FKDQJH´  ,Q HVVHQFH WKH FRQVHUYDWLYHV EHFDPH LQFUHDVLQJO\ DGHSW DW W\LQJ VXFK
issues together through racial coding rather than explicitly racially charged rhetoric. 
Similarly, defenders of segregation started to wed their defense of racial apartheid to 
conservative values shared with Midwestern Taft-style nationalists and burgeoning libertarian 
strands, forging powerful alliances beyond the Deep South and laying foundations of a Sun 
                                                          
8 See Robert O. Self, American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2003); Ronald P. Formisano, Race, Class, and Ethnicity in the 1960s and 1970s (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2003); Dan T. Carter, The Politics of Rage: George Wallace, The Origins of 
the New Conservatism, and the Transformation of American Politics (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1995); see 
also Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, 1999). 
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Belt variety of conservative politics that would launch figures like Barry Goldwater, Ronald 
Reagan and Richard Nixon into the national limelight.9 
 Writing about the dynamics of race in the post-New Deal period, Joseph Lowndes 
GRHVQRWUHMHFWWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI³EDFNODVK´HQWLUHO\EXWRIIHUVDFDYHDWDUJXLQJULJKW-wing 
RSSRVLWLRQ WR FLYLO ULJKWV VKRXOG QRW EH VHHQ DV PHUHO\ UHDFWLRQDU\ EXW DV ³FRQWLQJHQW
mobile, and highO\ DGDSWLYH FRQVWDQWO\ UHVSRQGLQJ WR FKDQJLQJ FRQGLWLRQVRQ WKHJURXQG´
&KDUOHV :DOODFH &ROOLQV¶ 'L[LHFUDW PDQLIHVWR Whither South, Lowndes points out, was 
already calling for an alliance between Southern Democrats and Northern Republicans, 
stressing mutual suspicions of equalitarianism and executive federal power. Southern 
segregationists, in other words, were actively seeking commonalities with Northern 
conservatives and couched their defense of the Southern racial system not merely in racist 
terms or conspiracy theories, but linked it to broader conservative principles. Strom 
7KXUPRQG¶V'L[LHFUDWFDPSDLJQIRULQVWDQFHGRZQSOD\HGWKHRULHVRIZKLWHVXSUHPDF\
EXW LQVWHDG FODLPHG WR UHSUHVHQW VWDWH VRYHUHLJQW\ ³7KH GLVSODFHPHQW RI UDFLVP RQWR RWKHU 
SROLWLFDO LVVXHV´ /RZQGHV FRQFOXGHV ³KDG ORQJ EHHQ D VWDSOH RI VRXWKHUQ SROLWLFDO
GLVFRXUVH´10 
 6LPLODUO\6WHSKDQLH5ROSK¶VFDVHVWXG\RIWKH:KLWH&LWL]HQV¶&RXQFLOVIRUPHGDVD
response to the Brown ruling, points toward the collusion of segregationist resentment and 
FRQVHUYDWLYH YDOXHV 6WXG\LQJ WKH &RXQFLOV¶ SXEOLFDWLRQV UKHWRULF DQG RXWUHDFK LQLWLDWLYHV
5ROSK FRQFOXGHV&RXQFLOPHPEHUVZHUH LQFUHDVLQJO\ FRQVLGHULQJ UDFH ³DVKDYLQJPHDQLQJ
only within the landscape of broader, conservative principOHV´ DQG DV D PRYHPHQW
                                                          
9 Thomas B. Edsall and Mary D. Edsall, Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights and Taxes on American 
Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1992), 3-4. 
10 Joseph E. Lowndes, From the New Deal to the New Right: Race and the Southern Origins of Modern 
Conservatism (New Haven, CT and London: Yale University Press, 2008), 4-5, 16, 30, 36. 
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³GHOLEHUDWHO\ VLWXDWHG >WKHLU@ GHIHQVH RI VHJUHJDWLRQ ZLWKLQ D KLHUDUFK\ RI FRQVHUYDWLYH
YDOXHV´ 0HDQZKLOH 6RXWKHUQ VHJUHJDWLRQLVWV HVWDEOLVKHG LGHRORJLFDO FRQQHFWLRQV WR WKH
conservative movement, and even received invaluable support from right-wing icons like 
William Buckley and the National Review. Naturally, the Councils still relied heavily on 
UDFLDOLVWFODVVLILFDWLRQDQGYRZHGWRWKZDUWLQWHJUDWLRQLVWHIIRUWVRI³PRQJUHOL]HUV´DQG³VWDQG
IDVW DQG SUHVHUYH DQ XQVXOOLHG UDFH´ But the conclusion for Rolph remains the same: 
defenders of the Southern racial system, while still relying heavily on explicitly racist views, 
learned to look for allies not just beyond the South, but beyond the realm of scientific racism. 
³7KH FRQVHUYDWLYH ODEHO´ VKH FRQFOXGHV ³EHFDPH D PRUH VRSKLVWLFDWHG VWUXFWXUHG DQG
PDUNHWDEOHYHUVLRQRIZKLWHUHVLVWDQFH´11 
 Considering the focus both Lowndes and Rolph put on the amalgamation of 
conservative positions on racial inequality, it is striking that the John Birch Society receives 
no attention in their work. On the one hand, the development of a broader right-wing appeal 
against civil rights reform was indeed well underway before Welch founded the JBS. Then 
again, at the time when the Society emerged, interestingly between Brown and the 
culmination of the civil rights era, its national presence as a right-wing grassroots 
organization was unparalleled. Welch himself had strong ties to North and South, and though 
members were encouraged to act locally, he remained adamant about implementing a single, 
national credo, which could connect Southern defiance and opposition to integration to a 
broader, constitutionalist, conservative and libertarian attack on civil rights. Even before 
                                                          
11 ^ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ Z ? ZŽůƉŚ ?  “ŽƵƌƚŝŶŐ ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ P tŚŝƚĞ ZĞƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ /ĚĞŽůŽŐǇ ŽĨ ZĂĐĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ  ? ? ? ?Ɛ ? ? ŝŶ
Laura Jane Gifford & Daniel K. Williams, The Right Side of the Sixties: RĞĞǆĂŵŝŶŝŶŐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ?ƐĞĐĂĚĞŽĨ
Transformation (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 22-24, 30; Joseph Crespino, in his study on Mississippi 
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞƐ ? ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ Đŝǀŝů ƌŝŐŚƚƐ ? ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ ƚŚĞ ĨůĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ ŽĨ ƐĞŐƌĞŐĂƚŝŽŶŝƐƚƐ ŝŶ ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐĂůůǇ
cooperating with federal instances demanding integration to maintain a large degree of self-determination 
and power, see Joseph Crespino, In Search of Another Country: Mississippi and the Conservative 
Counterrevolution (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007). 
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founding his organization, Welch sponsored writers for his 2QH 0DQ¶V 2SLQLRQ and later 
American Opinion magazine to cover interracial conflict in the South, usually lambasting the 
:DUUHQ &RXUW¶V MXGLFLDO DFWLYLVP DQG DUGHQWO\ GHIHQGLQJ VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV IURP IHGHUDO
intervention over integration. One particularly interesting contribution was authored by 
African American pundit Clennon Washington King, Sr., a former organizer for the Georgia 
NAACP who would later come to condemn the organization for supposedly promoting 
Soviet-orchestrated rDFLDODJLWDWLRQDVZHOODVEHLQJ³GHPRFUDF\-EDLWLQJ´DQG³FHUWDLQO\QRW
anti-FRPPXQLVWLF´12 In his 1958 article for AO, King zoomed in further on the theme of 
racial unrest and set out much of how the Society would approach racial conflict and calls for 
social justice in the segregated South: 
We have stated repeatedly in this magazine our belief that the trouble in the South 
over integration is Communist contrived; that Communist agents, working behind the 
scenes, are using every trick and skill in the Communist repertory to foment bitterness 
between black and white members of communities where no bitterness existed before; 
and that the Communists thoroughly intend to fan and coalesce small flames of civil 
disorder into the conflagration of civil war if possible.13 
.LQJ¶V DWWDFN RQ ³UDFLDO DJLWDWLRQ´ DQG IHGHUDOO\ PDQGDWHG LQWHJUDWLRQ ZDV QRW EXLOW RQ D
defense of segregation in its own right, i.e. as an a priori naturally superior system that 
should not be challenged at all. On the contrary, King viewed peaceful integration as an 
ultimate goal, but expressed concerns that Communists and political opportunists might 
H[SORLW VXFK GHVLUHV WR E\SDVV VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV DQG LQVWLWXWH IHGHUDO HQFURDFKPHQW DQG VRFLDO
turmoil. While he believed the people of the South could organically develop a system of 
PXWXDO UHVSHFW DQG HTXDOLW\ LW ZDV WKHVH ³DOLHQ DJLWDWRUV´ WKDW LQWURGXFHG HQFRXUDJHG DQG
magnified actual tensions and racially motivated discrimination.  
                                                          
12 ůĞŶŶŽŶ<ŝŶŐ ? “EĞŐƌŽŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐĂĐŬƚŽĨƌŝĐĂ ? ?ŝŶK ĞDĂŶ ?ƐKƉŝŶŝŽŶ 1.4 (May 1958), 21. 
13 <ŝŶŐ ? “/^ƉĞĂŬĂƐĂ^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶEĞŐƌŽ ? ?ŝŶThe American Mercury, January 1958, 23-33. 
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The Brown GHFLVLRQDQGLPPHGLDWHIDOORXWFOHDUO\VHL]HG:HOFK¶VDWWHQWLRQ:KLOHWKH
future Birch leader had initially set out his career as a conservative spokesman with a 
growing national reputation, his focus mostly remained on matters that concerned likeminded 
business nationalists, such as internationalism, trade policy, finance and organized labor. 
Even as his conspiracist conservatism hardened over time, Welch seemed to steer clear of 
race-related issues altogether and instead followed an essentially Old Guard Republican and 
McCarthyite line of attack on the New Deal and its socioeconomic legacy. Yet, Brown 
FKDQJHG HYHU\WKLQJ ,Q ODWH  DOPRVW H[DFWO\ EHWZHHQ WKH UXOLQJ DQG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
IRXQGLQJ KH GHFLGHG WR ZHLJK LQ RQ WKH VXEMHFW KLPVHOI ,Q ³$ /HWWHU to the South on 
6HJUHJDWLRQ´DQDUWLFOHKHZURWHIRUKLVRZQ2QH0DQ¶V2SLQLRQ, he criticized the Warren 
&RXUWIRFXVLQJSUHGLFWDEO\RQVWDWHV¶ULJKWVDQGFRQVWLWXWLRQDORULJLQDOLVP 
Concretely, Welch criticized contemporary trends in social studies and their influence 
RQWKHFRXUW ,QGRLQJVRKHGHFULHGWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI³WKHGRFWULQHWKDW WKHPHDQLQJRI
our laws and of our constitution itself change[d] ± without any new legislation being needed 
for that purpose ± with changes in psychological and sociological theories, and according to 
WKH SUHIHUHQFHV IRU SDUWLFXODU WKHRULHV RQ WKH SDUW RI WKH FXUUHQW MXVWLFHV´ $V D SURIRXQG
skeptic of progressive social justice reformism, the future Birch leader proved an anxious 
observer of intellectual critiques of segregation. Though couched in calls for judicial restraint, 
the rhetoric bore a significantly populist edge. No doubt he was aware of the pathological 
focus the Frankfurt School and affiliated intellectual currents had applied to the Right as a 
response to the rise of totalitarian regimes in Europe; and Welch eagerly returned fire. Not 
XQOLNH 0F&DUWK\LVP¶V SURIRXQG GLVWUXVW RI WKH LQWHOOHFWXDO OHIW :HOFK made a point of 
dismissing left-wing critiques of the racial status quo as Communist propaganda. Authors like 
()UDQNOLQ)UD]LHUZKRKDGFRQWULEXWHGKHDYLO\ WR81(6&2¶VFRQGHPQDWLRQRIUDFLVPLQ
³7KH 5DFH 4XHVWLRQ´ VWDWHPHQW RU *XQQDU 0\UGDO ZKRVH ³$Q $PHULFDQ 'LOHPPD´
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categorized southern racial bigotry as anomalous to American democracy, to Welch 
V\PEROL]HG WKH SHULO EHKLQG WKH MXGLFLDU\¶V ZDWHUVKHG GHSDUWXUH IURP WKH Plessy doctrine. 
Rather than promoting social order and constitutionally mandated individual liberty, the 
businessman from Massachusetts feared an opportunist class of crony appointees, with Earl 
Warren at the helm, had caved in to an alien, internationalist agenda oblivious to the 
particularities of the Southern way of life, or worse, to an outright evil concoction of enforced 
equalitarianism aimed at sowing dissent over a what he saw as a balanced racial hierarchy.14 
 Whereas Welch the Old Guard nationalist in his defense of Jim Crow relied heavily 
RQFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLVPVWDWHV¶ULJKWVDQGRSSRVLWLRQWRIHGHUDO LQWHUYHQWLRQWKHUHLQ:HOFKWKH
transplanted North Carolina native turned to his fellow Southerners in a remarkably emotive 
DSSHDO QRW WR VXFFXPE WR &RPPXQLVW DJLWDWLRQ DQG UDFLDO KDWUHG ³'R QRW EODPH \RXU
QHLJKERUV WKHFRORUHGSHRSOHRI WKH6RXWK´KHSOHDGHG³7KH\KDGQRWKLQJ WRGRZLWK WKH
Supreme Court decision, did not seek it, and as a class have not been the ones to bring the 
racial issue to a boil. Most of them would be just as embarrassed as you would at forced 
LQWHJUDWLRQDQGDUHMXVWDVRSSRVHGWRWKHZKROHLGHD´:HOFKPDGHDSRLQWRISURMHFWLQJWKH
trope of mob violence onto the external Communist hand carefully manipulating Southern 
EODFNVDQGZKLWHVLQWRPXWXDOIHDUGLVWUXVWDQGKDWUHG+HZDVTXLFNWR³FRQFHGH´WKDW WKH
³RUGLQDU\FRORUHGSHRSOHRI WKH6RXWKFDQHDVLO\EHPLVOHGE\FOHYHUDJLWDWRUV´ZLWKVRPH
pRWHQWLDOO\LGHQWLI\LQJDV³PDUW\UVWRDQHZO\DFTXLUHGRSSUHVVLRQFRPSOH[´&RQYLQFHGWKH
Communist agitators were attempting to instill chaos and dismantle civil society, Welch 
DGGHG³%XW WUXO\ LQPRVWFDVHV WKH\NQRZQRWZKDW WKH\GRDQGLI WKHUHZDV ever a time 
                                                          
14 Quoted from a later reprint, distributed by the JBS: Robert Welch, A Letter to the South on Segregation 
(Boston: American Opinion, 1965), 6. 
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and place when patience and charity and a huge reservoir of deep good will were needed, it is 
LQWKH6RXWKWRGD\´15 
 The externalization of racial conflict not only allowed Welch to disjoint legitimate 
popular discontent from Jim Crow as a system, but simultaneously provided a de-racialized 
scapegoat. An astute political observer, Welch was well aware of the complications of 
defending a rigid racialist system on a national level, and disagreed fundamentally with mob 
justice and violence as a vehicle for redress. Rather than calling for increased racial 
oppression ± which he more often than not denied was a real factor to begin with ± Welch 
joined redbaiting segregationists with enthusiasm in pointing towards a sinister Communist 
conspiracy behind social discontent with Jim Crow, i.e. a vague, yet omnipresent and 
threatening enemy against which American anti-Communists of all stripes could align 
WKHPVHOYHV%\WDSSLQJLQWRDSRZHUIXOVXSSO\RISRSXOLVWUHVHQWPHQWRQEHKDOIRI³RUGLQDU\
$PHULFDQV´ vis-à-vis the image of uncaring, apathetic or even malicious, meddling elites, 
Welch seemed to follow a similar pattern as observed by Rolph and Lowndes in marrying 
racial conservatism to more palatable conservative themes like republicanism, judicial 
restraint, a romantic acceptance of natural social hierarchies, law and order and self-reliance. 
As will be illustrated, the John Birch Society would, as a key player in the grassroots Right 
revival of the 1960s, make its contribution to the gradual crystallization of right-wing thought 
RQUDFLDOLQHTXDOLW\XQGHUDZLGHUFRQVHUYDWLYH³HWKLF´WKDWE\DQGODUJHGHFHQWHUHGUDFHIURP
its discourse and inverted the oppressor-oppressed role distribution in a counterattack on 
liberal and radical reformism. 
 ElectrifieG E\ (LVHQKRZHU¶V GLVSDWFKLQJ RI IHGHUDO WURRSV WR /LWWOH 5RFN SRSXOLVW
conspiracy narratives became an established line of attack on integration. Prominent Birch-
                                                          
15 Op. cit., 23. 
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affiliated commentators such as Dan Smoot and Clarence Manion used their presence on 
radio aQGWHOHYLVLRQWR³H[SRVH´WKH&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\EHKLQGFLYLOULJKWVZKLOHRWKHUV
like the Courtneys in Louisiana forged alliances with pro-segregationist groups like the 
WCC. However, it was not until the James Meredith incident at the University of Mississippi 
DW 2[IRUG LQ  WKDW WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ IRUPDOO\ EHJDQ WR ³HGXFDWH´ RQ PDWWHUV RI
racial conflict on a significant scale. Meredith, a black student who had unsuccessfully 
applied to Ole Miss, had his right to enroll confirmed in a series of NAACP-supported court 
cases, but was physically barred from entering on September 20 by Governor Ross Barnett. 
Under pressure from Attorney General Robert Kennedy, Barnett agreed to back down, but 
0HUHGLWK¶V HQUROOPHQW RQ 2FWREHU  FDXVHG VHJUHJDWLRQLVW protests on and around campus, 
even causing two deaths. To protect Meredith and quell disorder, Washington had sent 
several hundreds of federal troops, which to enraged onlookers seemed all too reminiscent of 
Little Rock, and reeked of federal tyranny.16 
One such observer was Earl Lively, Jr., a former fighter pilot turned political 
commentator from Dallas who, over the weeks following the developments, published a 
series of scathing columns, accusing the Kennedy Administration of unlawful, dictatorial 
disreJDUGRI0LVVLVVLSSL¶VVWDWHVRYHUHLJQW\LQGHDOLQJZLWKWKHPDWWHU7KH7H[DQ¶VZULWLQJV
gained such a growing segregationist readership that the young author was quickly 
encouraged to compile his findings into a book-length study on the entire incident, which he 
ILQDOL]HG ZLWKLQ D IHZ PRQWKV¶ WLPH 5REHUW :HOFK SXUFKDVHG WKH ULJKWV DQG HYHQWXDOO\
launched the book, titled The Invasion of Mississippi, which he distributed to the general 
SXEOLFWKURXJKWKH6RFLHW\¶VQHWZRUNRIAmerican Opinion bookstores for the price of $1 per 
                                                          
16 See Earle Johnston, DŝƐƐŝƐƐŝƉƉŝ ?Ɛ ĞĨŝĂŶƚ zĞĂƌƐ ?  ? ? ? ?-1973: An Interpretive Documentary with Personal 
Experience (Forest, MS: Lake Harbor Publishers, 1990); Nadine Cohodas, The Band Played Dixie: Race and the 
Liberal Conscience at Ole Miss (New York: Free Press, 1997); Charles W. Eagles, The Price of Defiance: James 
Meredith and the Integration of Ole Miss (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009). 
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copy. In his twelve-FKDSWHUH[SRVLWLRQ/LYHO\GHFULHGWKH³RFFXSDWLRQ´DQG³SURYRNLQJ>RI@
YLROHQFH´E\IHGHUDOWURRSVDVDGLFWDWRULDOPRYHE\:DVKLQJWRQWRLPSRVHLWVLQWUXVLYHUXOH
RQ WKH 6RXWK 7KH DFFXVDWLRQ RI ³SURYRFDWLRQ´ LV Frucial to the argument; and Lively, no 
doubt aware of how the image riotous segregationists and physical retaliation against civil 
rights activists was hurting their cause nationally, emphatically depicted the source of conflict 
as external, just as both Clennon King and Welch himself had.17 
Neither racial bigotry, nor genuine discontent among African Americans, Lively 
believed, had caused rising tensions, but rather a contrived intervention of a powerful, 
RYHUEHDULQJDQGLOOHJLWLPDWHDXWKRULW\FOHYHUO\³ZDYLQJDUHGIODJEHIRUHDEXOO´DQGDFWLQJ
LQDQDOOLDQFHRILQWULJXHZLWKWKH³XQKRO\FROOXVLRQRIFLYLOULJKWVDJLWDWLRQJURXSV´)URPWKH
NAACP and CORE to SDS and SNCC, all were mere Communist fronts, simply out to stir 
conflict between the races and sway African Americans into the red column. The book 
particularly targeted SCLC leader Martin Luther King, Jr., who had long since attracted the 
universal ire of white supremacists and segregationists, and his adherence to Gandhi-inspired 
nonviolent resistance and Christian love posed a problem for opponents eager to tarnish equal 
rights drives as violent agitation. Hence, his treatment in The Invasion relied predictably on 
LQGLUHFW GHGXFWLRQV FRQFHUQLQJ .LQJ¶V FKDUDFWHU DQG DFFXVDWLRQV RI K\SRFULV\ DQG
provoFDWLRQ ³%HKLQG KLV IDoDGH RI UHOLJLRVLW\´ /LYHO\ UHDVRQHG ³LV D WURXEOHPDNHU ZKR
gambles the lives and fortunes of his fellow Negroes, for self-glorification and the fulfillment 
RI ZKDW KDV WKH HDUPDUNV RI GHHS KDWUHG IRU KLV ZKLWH EUHWKUHQ´ /LYHO\ FRQWUDVWHG .LQJ¶V
DOOHJHG WUHDVRQ ZLWK ZRUGV DQG DFWLRQV RI *RYHUQRU 5RVV %DUQHWW WKH 0DJQROLD 6WDWH¶V
SRSXOLVWFKDPSLRQRIVHJUHJDWLRQZKRKDGFRQGHPQHGWKH³LOOHJDOXVXUSDWLRQRISRZHUE\
WKH.HQQHG\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ´DQGFDOOHGXSRQSXEOLFRIILFLDOVLQWKH VWDWHWR³MRLQKDQGVZLWK
WKH SHRSOH DQG UHVLVW E\ HYHU\ OHJDO DQG FRQVWLWXWLRQDO PHDQV´ DOO HQIRUFHPHQW RI
                                                          
17 Earl Lively, Jr., The Invasion of Mississippi (Boston: American Opinion, 1963), 3. 
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GHVHJUHJDWLRQ LPSRVHG XSRQ WKHP 7KH *RYHUQRU¶V HYHQWXDO FRQFHVVLRQ WRZDUGV 0HUHGLWK
and Robert Kennedy, Lively assured, was but a noble attempt to maintain the peace and 
protect the state from further harassment. Alongside Barnett, Lively hailed the ubiquitous 
Gen. Edwin Walker ± by then a martyred hero among Birch circles ± who joined the 
Governor in criticizing the federal intervention at Oxford aQGYRZHGWRKHOSVWDJH³DQDWLRQDO
protest DJDLQVWWKHFRQVSLUDF\IURPZLWKLQ´ 18 
Predictably, the Oxford stand-off between federal troops and protesters for 
segregationists like Lively was but the tip of the iceberg, and the theme of a vast collectivist 
conspiracy consistently connected the entire account. Using the same populist trope of the 
decent, ordinary folk of Mississippi being defied and overpowered by the federal behemoth, 
Lively connected the dots all the way to Brown and the alleged Communist cabal in tracing 
EDFNWKHHYROXWLRQRIWKHUDFHTXHVWLRQ³:LWKWKH&RXUW¶VVFKRROVHJUHJDWLRQGHFLVLRQ´
WKH 7H[DQ FRQFOXGHG ³WKH ZHE RI VXEYHUVLRQ RQ UDFH UHODWLRQV KDG FRPH IXOO FLUFOH 7KH
Communist party, the NAACP, opportunists in both major political parties, and the Supreme 
Court all contributed to placing the Federal GovernPHQWLQDQDUHDLWKDGQHYHUGDUHGHQWHU´
In other words, the federal executive and judiciary branches had only acted as intermediaries 
in stirring up racial unrest in order to federalize local and state law enforcement, establish a 
veritable police state and ultimately, handing over the country to Communist control. 
8QLPSUHVVHGZLWKWKH.HQQHG\V¶DQWL-Communist credentials ± HYHQWKH5LJKW¶VIDOOHQKHUR
Joseph McCarthy had been a frequent political collaborator of both John and Robert Kennedy 
and remained a close friend of the family until his death ± Lively was quick to dismiss their 
Northeastern Cold War liberalism as snobbish and antithetical to Southern interests. Rather 
than bringing solid anti-communism to the national agenda, he accused the President of 
KDYLQJ EHHQ KDQGSLFNHG E\ WKH ³OLEHUDO HVWDEOLVKPHQW´ WR LQWURGXFH WKH LOOXVLRQ RI
                                                          
18 Op.cit., 26, 3, 105, 81, 66. 
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FRQVHUYDWLYH UHDVRQ DQG PRGHUDWLRQ DQG JLYH 1HZ 'HDO VRFLDOLVP ³D laissez faire 
FRPSOH[LRQ´19 
 /LYHO\¶VWUHDWPHQWRIUDFHLWVHOIILWWHGQHDWO\LQWR:HOFK¶VSHUVSHFWLYH First of all, the 
lack of attention devoted to racial bigotry and white supremacism is striking. At no point did 
Lively defend the Southern racial system on the basis of white biological superiority. On the 
contrary, he even acknowledged the desirability of a racially equal society in theory: 
³,QWHJUDWLRQ LV D OHJLWLPDWH YLHZSRLQW XS WR WKH SRLQW ZKHUH LWV LQVWDOODWLRQ E\ IRUFH LV
DGYRFDWHG´ ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV WKH SUREOHP ZDV QRW WKH idea of integration as much as the 
enforcement of it by an illegitimate federal authority. This observation is fairly consistent 
with the views expressed by both Clennon King and Welch and, interestingly, moves toward 
accepting philosophical and moral challenges to Jim Crow while projecting the crux of the 
argument onto the same, race-QHXWUDOWKHPHRIVWDWHV¶ULJKWVDQGVHOI-determination.20 
$QRWKHULQWHUHVWLQJWKHPHDWWKHURRWRI/LYHO\¶VWUHDWPHQWRIWKHUDFHTXHVWLRQLVWKDW
of reverse racism and white victimhood ,Q WKHVDPHVHFWLRQKHDUJXHG³$W WKLVSRLQW WKH
segregationist ± ZKR QHYHU YLRODWHG DQ\RQH¶V ULJKWV E\ NHHSLQJ WR KLPVHOI ± is denied 
freedom of association. No man has a right to associate where he is not wanted; every man 
has a right WRKLVSULYDF\´7KHVHJUHJDWLRQLVWWKHUHIRUHLVSUHVHQWHGDVDQLQGLYLGXDOPHUely 
making a choice not to associate. As such, the inequality of result emanating from de facto 
VHJUHJDWLRQEHFRPHVLUUHOHYDQWDQGWKHUROHVRIRSSUHVVRUDQGRSSUHVVHGLQYHUWHG³,IDQ\RQH
is oppressed in the South today, it is the white man. His laws are violated and struck down by 
edicts of a judicial oligarchy, his rights are trampled, and his land is repeatedly invaded by 
WKHEUXWHIRUFHRIDW\UDQQLFDOIHGHUDO$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ´6XEVFULELQJWRQRWLRQVRISURGXFHULVP
and economic supremacy, Lively reasoneG WKDWZKLWHVEHLQJ³E\DQG ODUJH WKHSURGXFHUV´
                                                          
19 Op. cit., 38, 105. 
20 Op. cit., 114. 
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ZRXOGRQO\ ORJLFDOO\ VXIIHU IURP³FROOHFWLYLVW µVKDULQJ¶´ DV WKH IHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQW DQG WKH
Communist conspiracy behind them would adopt equalitarian and redistributionist rhetoric to 
confiscate and socialL]HSULYDWHSURSHUW\ ³3RVVLEO\ WKHPRVWSUHSRVWHURXVGHPDQGRI DOO LV
the insistence upon integration of private EXVLQHVV´ /LYHO\ DGGHG ³7KLV LV D GHQLDO RI WKH
basic concept of property rights; the businessman has the right to dispose of his property as 
KHVHHVILW´$JDLQWKHLVVXHRIUDFHLWVHOILVSXVKHGDVLGHDQGDFODVVLFDOOLEHUDOGHIHQVHRI
private property, as supposedly honestly earned by the white population, brought forward. 
With regard to social injustices suffered by African Americans, Lively echoed familiar 
DFFXVDWLRQVRI&RPPXQLVWPDQLSXODWLRQDQGH[SORLWDWLRQRIGHOXGHGEODFNVDV³SURSDJDQGD
SRWHQWLDO´ )RU KLP ERWK ZKLWH DQG EODFN 6RXWKHUQHUV ZHUH HTXDOO\ YLFWLPL]HG E\ IHGHUDO
encroachment and sinister Soviet-controlled schemes, and while he claimed differences 
EHWZHHQ WKH UDFHV KDG DFWXDOO\ EHHQ ³JUDGXDOO\ GLVDSSHDULQJ´ DQG VRFLHW\ KDG EHHQ
organically and peacefully moving towards relative equality, the racial agitators had filled the 
black population with a false class consciousness in order to destroy society from within and 
establish a Soviet Negro Republic, directly controlled from Moscow.21 
The Oxford incident provoked a similar backlash to Little Rock, and allowed 
segregationists and conservatives to further blend their narratives of self-determination and 
white victimhood, while claiming to speak on the behalf of Southern blacks as well. With the 
Birch Society steadily growing in members and influence, Welch recognized the events in 
Mississippi as an opportunity to capitalize on anti-integration sentiment and gain a foothold 
in the South without alienating racial moderates. Among the first twenty states with 
organized chapters, seven were in the South - Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Louisiana, Tennessee and Texas ± and local pro-segregation activists swiftly welcomed the 
                                                          
21 Op. cit., 114-116; see also Susan Weill, /Ŷ  DĂĚŚŽƵƐĞ ?Ɛ ŝŶ P ŝǀŝů ZŝŐŚƚƐ ŽǀĞƌĂŐĞ ďǇ DŝƐƐŝƐƐŝƉƉŝ ?Ɛ Ăŝly 
Press, 1948-1968 (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2002). 
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6RFLHW\¶V QDWLRQDO RXWUHDFK SRWHQWLDO 22  Kent and Phoebe Courtney of New Orleans for 
instance, had established a reasonably successful right-wing propaganda network and 
published The Independent American, which often reported favorably of Welch and the 
Society. The Courtneys were avowed members and on two occasions ± in 1959 and 1961 ± 
even suggested Welch as leader for a potential third party to challenge the political status 
quo. In any case, accounts of racism among the membership would at time certainly plague 
Welch and his efforts, but race as a political rallying point remained a clear contributing 
IDFWRU WR WKH 6RFLHW\¶V HDUO\ JURZWK 23  By 1965, the JBS boasted over 100 chapters in 
Birmingham, Alabama and its suburbs alone, while employing three full-time coordinators 
DFURVV WKH VWDWH %¶QDL %¶ULWK RI WKH %LUFKHUV¶ FORVHVW REVHUYHUV FRQFOXGHG WKH 6RXWK
³UHSUHVHQWHGWKHPRVWVROLGJURZWKRI%LUFKVWUHQJWKDVDUHJLRQ´24 
  Across the nation, the election of Kennedy provided a clear boost in membership. 
7KH%LUFKHUV H[SHULHQFHGDSHULRGRI VXVWDLQHGJURZWKGXULQJ WKH'HPRFUDW¶V WHQXUHHYHQ
WKRXJKLWZDV(LVHQKRZHU¶V³PRGHUQ5HSXEOLFDQ´UXOHWKDWKDGSURPSWHGLWVIRXQGLQJ:HOFK
was well aware of the \RXQJSROLWLFLDQ¶VWLHVZLWK0F&DUWK\DQGWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHZLQJRIWKH
Democratic Party, but the cynical Birch leader refused to adapt his pessimistic outlook when 
.HQQHG\ZKRP:HOFKKDGGHVFULEHGDVQRPRUHWKDQ³>:DOWHU@5HXWKHU¶VVWRRJH´GHIHDWHG
the ill-fated Richard Nixon by the narrowest of margins. Conservatives, incensed by the same 
1L[RQZKRMXVWEHIRUH WKH*23FRQYHQWLRQKDGDJUHHG WR1HOVRQ5RFNHIHOOHU¶VFLYLO
rights plank, were banking on a moderate approach to integration by a Democratic 
administration reliant on Southern support. By 1963, JFK had earned universal suspicion 
after failing to remove Castro and opening up to peace negotiations with the Cubans. 
                                                          
22 Robert Welch, JBS Bulletin, March 1960, 7-8. 
23  “ŝƌĐŚ>ĞĂĚĞƌWůĂŶƐ&ŽƌŵŝŶŐWŽůŝƚŝĐĂůWĂƌƚǇ ? ?St. Petersburg Times, April 14, 1961, 2. 
24 ZŽǇZĞĞĚ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/Ɛ'ƌŽǁŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚ ? ?New York Times, November 8, 1965, 1. 
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However, after two qualified African American students had been barred from enrolling at 
the University of Alabama, Kennedy recognized the momentum of civil rights activism and 
addressed the issue on national television on June 11, 1963. In his address, the President 
bemoaned the refusal of the Alabama state authorities to abide by the law and let James Hood 
and Vivian Malone enroll peacefully. He conceded professional and economic opportunities 
were substantially lower for African Americans anywhere in the country, as was general life 
expectancy. Though Kennedy emphasized racial equality was first and foremost a moral 
issue ± ³ODZ DORQH FDQQRW PDNH PHQ VHH ULJKW´ ± he emphasized the urgent necessity for 
VXEVWDQWLDOFLYLO ULJKWV OHJLVODWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ³JLYLQJDOO$PHULFDQV WKHULJKW WREHVHUYHG LQ
facilities which are open to the public ± hotels, restaurants, theaters, retail stores, and similar 
HVWDEOLVKPHQWV´DVZHOODV³JUHDWHUSURWHFWLRQIRUWKHULJKWWRYRWH´25 
 7KHEDFNODVKPDWHULDOL]HG LPPHGLDWHO\7KHPRUQLQJDIWHU.HQQHG\¶VDGGUHVV FLYLO
rights organizer Medgar Evers was brutally murdered by segregationist and :KLWH&LWL]HQV¶
Council member Byron De La Beckwith, who later joined the Ku Klux Klan and would 
remain a free man for over three decades. Simultaneously, white Southern resentment 
towards the President skyrocketed and endless streams of vitriolic propaganda flowed forth. 
Days before Kennedy made his fatal visit to Dallas, a hotbed of right-ZLQJDFWLYLW\³:DQWHG
IRU7UHDVRQ´KDQGELOOVZHUHGLVWULEXWHGRQWKHVWUHHWV7KHKDQGELOOVIHDWXUHGWZRPXJVKRWV
RI WKH 3UHVLGHQW KHDGHG E\ WKH FDSWLRQ ³:DQWHG IRU 7UHDVRQ´ 7KH SDPSKOHW DFFXVHG WKH
3UHVLGHQW RI HQJDJLQJ LQ D QXPEHU RI ³WUHDVRQRXV DFWLYLWLHV DJDLQVW WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV´
LQFOXGLQJ JLYLQJ ³VXSSRUW DQG HQFRXUDJHPHQW WR WKH &RPPXQLVW LQVSLUHG UDFLDO ULRWV´ DQG
³LOOHJDOO\LQYDG>LQJ@DVRYHUHLJQ6WDWHZLWKIHGHUDOWURRSV´7KHPDQEHKLQGWKH³FDPSDLJQ´
turned out to be a Robert A. Surrey, a JBS member and confidant of Walker, who also lived 
                                                          
25 Robert Welch, The Blue Book of the JBS, 119; see also Judy L. Hasday, The Civil Rights Act of 1964: An End to 
Racial Segregation (New York: Infobase Publishing, 2007), 81. 
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in Dallas. Another avowed Bircher, Bernard Wiessman, had purchased an advertisement in 
the Dallas Morning News on the day of the assassination, sarcastically welcoming the 
President to the city that would witness his violent death.26 
 
Fig. 8: An illustration of the infamous JFK mugshot pamphlets disseminated in anticipation of the 
3UHVLGHQW¶VIDWDOYLVLWWR'DOODV± AP IMAGES 
 
 The death of the President, as well as the white backlash escalating in the South, 
FUHDWHG D YDVW XSVXUJH LQ LQWHUHVW LQ SROLWLFDO H[WUHPLVP DQG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V SUHVHQFH LQ WKH
South and connections with vocal opponents of Kennedy placed its activities firmly on the 
radar. Following the Welch-Eisenhower controversy, political journalists had already joined 
social scientists like Daniel Bell and Richard Hofstadter ± and Theodor Adorno before them ± 
in carefully mapping the excesses of the American Right, DQG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V RSSRVLWLRQ WR
civil rights only raised suspicions of organized racial bigotry. In the mid-1960s, the Jewish-
                                                          
26 Claire Conner, Wrapped in the Flag: A Personal History of ŵĞƌŝĐĂ ?Ɛ ZĂĚŝĐĂů ZŝŐŚƚ (Boston: Beacon Press, 
2013), 100-106. 
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American Anti-'HIDPDWLRQ/HDJXHRI%¶QDL%¶ULWKIXQGHGDVHULHVRIVWXGLHVRQWKH³5DGLFDO
5LJKW´DPRQJZKLFKDQLQYHVWLJDWLYHUeport on the John Birch Society of Robert Welch and 
its allies. In their study, Arnold Forster and Benjamin Epstein analyzed a body of 
publications, pamphlets, internal communications and intra- as well as inter-organizational 
connections on the far right of the early 1960s, focusing heavily on tendencies towards anti-
Semitism and racial, ethnic or religious bigotry. After exposing concrete ties to racist activists 
like Willis Carto and his anti-Semitic, conspiratorial Liberty Lobby as well as the White 
CitL]HQV¶ &RXQFLOV LQ WKH 6RXWK WKH VWXG\ FRQGHPQHG WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DV D GDQJHURXV
rallying point for hatred and bigotry on the hard right: ³,WLVDIDFWWKDWRUJDQL]DWLRQVRIWKH
Radical Right have been marching shoulder to shoulder with the hard-core segregationists of 
WKH :KLWH &LWL]HQV¶ &RXQFLOV LQ WKH ZDU DJDLQVW WKH FLYLO ULJKWV PRYHPHQW´ (SVWHLQ DQG
)RUVWHU REVHUYHG ³,Q H[SORLWLQJ UDFLDO WHQVLRQV DQG YLROHQFH DQG WKH IHDUV WKDW IORZ IURP
them, the Radical Right is, like the Communists, seeking to fill its coffers and its meeting 
KDOOVIURPWKHIRQWVRIKXPDQJULHIDQGKXPDQPLVHU\´ 27 
 In her overview study on right-wing organizations, Sara Diamond highlights the rise 
of racist groups in the period, from Christian Identity and Aryan Nations to the Minutemen 
DQG /LEHUW\ /REE\ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQWV IURP WKH ³ORVV RI &KLQD´ WR WKH &XEan 
revolution and unfolding decolonization movements often bore racial implications to those 
who saw the rise of international Communism as a threat not only to American power and 
values, but to white supremacy. Meanwhile, Old Right anti-Semites continued to rely on 
elaborate conspiracy theories linking the forces of internationalism and global financial 
                                                          
27 Benjamin Epstein and Arnold Forster, The Radical Right: Report on the John Birch Society and Its Allies (New 
York: Vintage Books, 1967) 39-40. 
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control to primarily Jewish scapegoats.28 Although historian Martin Durham has pointed out 
WKDWWKH³VWUDQG>«@RIWKHRYHUWO\DQWL-6HPLWLFH[WUHPHULJKW´Zas never quite fitted into the 
broader modern conservative movement, it was clear to see disconcerting parallels and 
connections emerge under the umbrella of anti-communism. 29  For example, during the 
Summer of 1963, the American Nazi Party issued the following accusation at the address of 
0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ³:HWKLQN\RXDUHZHOOTXDOLILHGWRMXGJHIRU\RXUVHOIZKHWKHUWKLVEODFN
agitator is a genuine `Christian' Reverend or whether he is a conscious part of the despicable 
and deadly Communist conspiracy to destroy our Christian Constitutional Republic and our 
White Race."30 
 
Fig. 9%LUFKSURSDJDQGDFODLPLQJ0/.DWWHQGHGD³&RPPXQLVWWUDLQLQJVFKRRO´LQWKHV:,//,$0
LOVELACE/GETTY IMAGES 
 
                                                          
28 Sara Diamond, Roads to Dominion: Right-Wing Movements and Political Power in the United States (New 
York & London: The Guilford Press, 1995), 85-91. 
29 Martin Durham, White Rage: The Extreme Right and American Politics (New York: Routledge, 2007) 3. 
30 "Is Martin Luther King a Communist? The Shocking RĞĐŽƌĚ ? ?ŝŶThe Rockwell Report 2.20 (August 1963), 139. 
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However, the Birch Society operated differently. To Robert :HOFK¶V IUXVWUDWLRQKLV
efforts more than ever risked being grouped together with organized racism in opposing 
popular civil rights drives. What is more, following widely publicized violent putdowns of 
civil rights activism in the South as well as the death of Kennedy, the momentum seemed to 
EHILUPO\RQWKHQHZ$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶VVLGHLQSXVKLQJIRUVLJQLILFDQWUHIRUP:LWKLQPRQWKV
the chance of passing comprehensive civil rights legislation lay before Congress, while the 
new President harnessed the momentum and eventually oversaw the passage of an expanded 
civil rights package. Additional provisions banning racial discrimination in employment were 
added, as well as protections for voting rights and the elimination of segregation of all public 
facilities. ,Q KLV GLDWULEH RQ WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW¶V LQWHUYHQWLRQ DW 2OH 0LVV (DUO /LYHO\
KDGDOUHDG\SODFHG WKHEODPHZLWK ³SXEOLF DFTXLHVFHQFH´ DQG ³DSDWK\´ LQ DOORZLQJ IRU WKH
LQFLGHQWWRRFFXUDQG:HOFK¶VUHVSRQVHWRJURZLQJSRSXODUVXSSRUWIRUFLYLOULJKWVWook the 
same perspective. With the Civil Rights Act of 1964 squarely on the agenda, the time had 
come for an ambitious (re-)education campaign.31 
 In March 1964, Welch met with his Council advisors in Pasadena to discuss the 
6RFLHW\¶VVWUDWHJ\RQFLYLOULJKts. A few days later, Western Region Governor John Rousselot 
was sent to hold a press conference at the Statler Hilton in Los Angeles, announcing the 
6RFLHW\¶VRIILFLDOSRVLWLRQRQWKHPDWWHU2QEHKDOIRI:HOFK5RXVVHORWZDUQHGDJDLQVW WKH
&5$ DV D ³VHULous threat to both the freedom and property of American citizens of every 
FUHHGFRORUDQGHFRQRPLFVWDWXV´7KHIRUPHUFRQJUHVVPDQFDOOHGRQPHPEHUVWRSXUFKDVH
ads in their local newspapers and write their representatives in Washington en masse.32 In the 
meantime, Welch was making similar recommendations in his Bulletin and urged Birchers 
DFURVVWKHFRXQWU\WRVWDUW³WKHPRVWPDVVLYHSURWHVW± by mail, by telegram, by advertising, 
                                                          
31 Lively, 105. 
32  “ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐůĂƐƚŝǀŝůZŝŐŚƚƐŝůůĂƐ ‘ĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ ? ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 13, 1964, 17.  
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by the distribution of literature, by personal conversations and in every other practical way ± 
WKDWZHKDYHHYHUXQGHUWDNHQZLWKUHJDUGWRDQ\OHJLVODWLRQ´33 A sample ad was included for 
PHPEHUVWRSODFHLQWKHLUORFDOSDSHUVZLWKWKHRPLQRXVKHDGLQJ³(YHU\9RWHIRUWKH&LYLO
Rights Act of 1963 is a Nail for the Coffin of the APHULFDQ5HSXEOLF´,QWHUHVWLQJO\WKHDG
made no mention of the Society itself, and merely suggested members to write in name of 
WKHLUORFDO³FLWL]HQVFRPPLWWHHVWRSUHVHUYHWKH$PHULFDQUHSXEOLF´7KHSUH-fabricated advert 
alluded to familiar fears of ComPXQLVWLQILOWUDWLRQDQGZDUQHGWKDW³ZKHQIXWXUHJHQHUDWLRQV
look back through the eyes of history at this legislation they will recognize 10 per cent of 
µFLYLOULJKWV¶DQGSHUFHQWH[WHQVLRQRIUDZ)HGHUDOSRZHU´,IWKHELOOZHUHWRSDVVDQGEH
signed LQWRODZLWSUHGLFWHGLWZRXOGVXUHO\XQOHDVK³WXUPRLOULRWLQJELWWHUQHVVDQGFKDRVDV
EHQHILWVRQO\WKHFRPPXQLVWV´34 By April, Rousselot claimed that Birch members had placed 
their anti-CRA ads in hundreds of newspapers, with particular concentrations in but not 
limited to the South and Southwest, and that Birchers were steadily flooding Congress with 
OHWWHUVXUJLQJWRGHIHDWWKHELOO³>,@WLVRXUJXHVVWKDWRXUPHPEHUVDUHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUSRXULQJ
more than half a million messages into Washington during the last month and will pour in 
WKDWPDQ\PRUHEHIRUHWKLVILJKWLVRYHU´35 
In order to steer public opinion towards appreciating the supposedly totalitarian 
intentions behind civil rights reform, it was important for Welch and his following to make a 
semantic GLVWLQFWLRQ &RQYLQFHG WKH &RPPXQLVW FRQVSLUDF\ KDG KLMDFNHG WKH WHUP ³FLYLO
ULJKWV´IURPLWVDFWXDOFRQVWLWXWLRQDOPHDQLQJ5RXVVHORWDXWKRUHGDQGGLVWULEXWHGDSDPSKOHW
titled The Third Color, alluding to the red conspiracy that was pitting racial groups against 
one another. After emphasizing school integration was never a federal matter, but a state 
                                                          
33 Welch, Bulletin, February 1964, 4-14.  
34  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇhƌŐĞƐ&ŝŐŚƚŽŶZŝŐŚƚƐŝůů ? ?Los Angeles Times, April 22, 1964, 21. 
35 ĞŶ ? ?&ƌĂŶŬůŝŶ ?  “ “ŝƌĐŚƌŝǀĞ^ĞĞŬƐZŝŐŚƚƐŝůůĞĂƚŚ ? ?New York Times, April 21, 1964, 1; see also Robert 
Welch, The Time Has Come (Boston: Western Islands, 1964), 5-7. 
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LVVXH XQGHU WKH 7HQWK $PHQGPHQW 5RXVVHORW DWWDFNHG WKH ³DEXVH´ RI WKH )RXUWHHQWK
Amendment to push through reform. Equal rights, he maintained, were simply not applicable 
WR JURXSV DQG WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW GLG QRW KDYH WKH FRQVWLWXWLRQDO ULJKW WR ³LPSRVH´
HTXDOLW\XSRQ LQGLYLGXDOV³&LYLO ULJKWV´KHDUJXHG³XVXDOO\UHODWH WR LQGLYLGXDO ULJKWVQRW
JURXSG\QDPLFV´ ,QRWKHUZRUGVE\HQIRUFLQJLQtegration upon the public, the government 
DFWXDOO\YLRODWHGWKH³FLYLOULJKWV´RI$PHULFDQFLWL]HQVZKDWHYHUWKHLUUDFLDOEDFNJURXQG³,W
LV IRU WKLV UHDVRQ´ KH FRQFOXGHG ³WKDW PDQ\ RI XV DUH YHU\ JUDYHO\ FRQFHUQHG WKDW WKH
Communist Party of the United States and other left-leaning groups have been actively trying 
to redefine what by law and tradition have been our American concept of civil rights, and 
ZKR VKDOO HQIRUFH DQG SURWHFW WKRVH ULJKWV´ $FFXVLQJ WKH HVWDEOLVKHG PHGLD SURJUHVVLYH
ecclesiasticaO JURXSV DQG³VR-FDOOHG´SKLODQWKURSLFRUJDQVRI MRLQLQJ LQ WKH³SHUYHUVLRQ´RI
the term, the Birch representative made it clear the Society intended to reclaim the 
³FRQVWLWXWLRQDOPHDQLQJRIµFLYLOULJKWV¶´DQGXQPDVNWKHVLQLVWHU&RPPXQLVWIRUFHVWKDWKDd 
EHHQ SORWWLQJ WR LQGRFWULQDWH WKH $PHULFDQ SXEOLF ³E\ VKHHU FXQQLQJ ORQJ-range planning, 
SDWLHQWPDQLSXODWLRQDQGPRUHLPSRUWDQWDFRRUGLQDWHGVWUDWHJ\RILQILOWUDWLRQ´36 
 The legislative battle over civil rights quickly contributed to race becoming a wedge 
between ideological camps within both main parties, severely affecting the future of partisan 
politics. By that time, many Southern Democrats had started to abandon the party of their 
fathers and formed a new, powerful bloc within the Republican camp, which in turn, sought 
WRURRWRXWOLEHUDODQGPRGHUDWHLQIOXHQFHV-RKQ7RZHU¶VHOHFWLRQWRWKH6HQDWHDVWKH
first Republican since Reconstruction was one of the first major indicators of a significant 
SDUW\ UHFRQILJXUDWLRQ 6WURP 7KXUPRQG¶V VZLWFh to the GOP three years later became 
another. Birchers, WRRKDGEHFRPHSROLWLFDOO\³YLVLEOH´LQWKHLURZQFRPPXQLWLHVDQG, soon, 
the national stage. Their uncompromising position on civil rights reaped the approval and 
                                                          
36 John H. Rousselot, The Third Color: A Look at Civil Rights (Boston: American Opinion, 1964), 1-3. 
131 
 
 
 
encouragement from far right-wing politicians, like Mississippi segregationist Jim Eastland in 
the Senate and neo-McCarthyite James B. Utt, a congressman from Southern California ± 
both reflecting the ideological amalgamation of Sun Belt conservatism on the race issue. 
Thurmond himself, probably one of the most recognizable faces of the conservative Sun Belt, 
KDGUHVHUYDWLRQVDERXW WKH%LUFKHUV¶IDU-reaching conspiracy theories, but still came to their 
GHIHQVH ZKHQ SXEOLFO\ FKDOOHQJHG ³,Q RUGHU WR JHW DQ\ V\PSDWKHWLF FRQVLGHUDWLRQ LQ WKLV
FRXQWU\DQ\PRUH´KHIXPHG³RQHPXVWEHHLWKHUEODFNRUUHG>«@QRRWKHUFRORUVHHPVWR
PDWWHU´37 
 The conservative champion of the Sun Belt was none other than Barry Morris 
Goldwater, the firebrand Senator from Phoenix, who combined hard-nosed conservatism and 
unyielding anti-communism with an undeniable charm and consistently libertarian voting 
record. Goldwater would maintain an ambiguous relationship with Welch and the Birch 
membership, but the Arizonan often provided inspiration to the burgeoning Right, and his 
opposition to parts of the proposed civil rights legislation converged sufficiently with that of 
Birchers to attract them to his 1964 campaign. Nevertheless, Goldwater had voted in favor of 
civil rights reform in the past and had been among the first entrepreneurs in Phoenix to 
integrate his own business and remained a loyal contributor to his local NAACP. In his 1960 
bestseller, The Conscience of a Conservative, Goldwater explained his position and 
emphasized his opposition to racial bigotry and discrimination. However, he did not see any 
contradictions between civil rights and VWDWHV¶ULJKWV DQGPDLQWDLQHGLWZDVZURQJWR³ORRNWR
politicians, or sociologists ± or the courts ± WR FRUUHFW WKH GHILFLHQF\´ 38  Discussing 
                                                          
37 Joseph Crespino,  “^ƚƌŽŵ dŚƵƌŵŽŶĚ ?Ɛ ^ƵŶďĞůƚ P ZĞƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů WŽůŝƚŝĐƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ZŝƐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ ? ? ŝŶ
Michelle Nickerson and Darren Dochuk (eds.), Sunbelt Rising: The Politics of Space, Place, and Region 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011), 67. 
38 Barry M. Goldwater, The Conscience of a Conservative (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press. 
2007), 27. 
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integration of the schools, Goldwater pointed to the Tenth Amendment and repeated the 
familiar constitutionalist argument that the federal government had no say in the matter: 
It so happens that I am in agreement with the objectives of the Supreme Court as 
stated in the Brown decision. I believe that it is both wise and just for negro children 
WRDWWHQGWKHVDPHVFKRROVDVZKLWHV>«@,DPQRWSUHSDUHGKRZHYHUWRLPSRVHWKDW
judgment of mine on the people of Mississippi or South Carolina, or tell them what 
methods should be adopted and what pace should be kept in striving toward that 
goal.39 
To conservatives, Goldwater offered an attractive mix of constitutionalism, populist 
opposition to Washington and a classical liberal appeal ± defending property rights, 
individualism and self-determination. When by the summer of 1964 the Arizonan had been 
crowned the Republican nominee for President, he voted against the pending civil rights 
legislation listing key sections desegregating public accommodations and employment as 
incompatible with his free market views. Goldwater insisted the bill constituted illegitimate 
LQWUXVLRQVXSRQLQGLYLGXDOULJKWVDQGGLVPLVVHGLWDVEHDULQJWKH³KDOOPDUNVRIWKHSROLFHVWDWH
LQWKHGHVWUXFWLRQRIDIUHHVRFLHW\´40 In his controversial nomination acceptance speech, he 
DGGUHVVHG WKH LVVXH RQO\ LQGLUHFWO\ ³(TXDOLW\ ULJKWO\ XQGHUVWRRG DV RXU IRXQGLQJ IDWKHUV
understood it, leads to liberty and to the emancipation of creative differences; wrongly 
understood, as it has been so tragically in our time, it leads first to conformity and then to 
GHVSRWLVP´ 7KH FDQGLGDWH¶V PRYH RQ FLYLO ULJKWV TXLFNO\ JDLQHG KLP VXIILFLHQW VXSSRUW WR
carry the Southern states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina ± 
in addition to his home state ± in the election. 41 
                                                          
39 Op. cit., 31 
40 Peter Schweizer and Wynton C. Iall (eds.), Landmark Speeches of the American Conservative Movement 
(College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press, 2007), 34. 
41 Goldwater quoted in Robert C. Lieberman, Shaping Race Policy: The United States in a Comparative 
Perspective (Princeton: University of Princeton Press, 2005), 161; on Goldwater and the South, see Elizabeth 
Tandy Shermer (ed.), Barry Goldwater and the Remaking of the American Political Landscape (Phoenix: 
University of Arizona, 2013). 
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While countless Birchers ended up throwing their weight behind the Goldwater 
campaign, many enlisted in local battles as well, most notably that over the Rumford Fair 
Housing Act of California, enacted in 1963 by the Democratic legislature to combat 
discrimination in the selling or renting of housing. The law prohibited property holders and 
real estate agencies from discriminating on basis of ethnicity, sex, familial situation, physical 
ability or religion, but its primary objective was to counter racial discrimination and prevent 
further de facto exclusion of non-whites. In 1964, the California Real Estate Association 
ODXQFKHG D FRXQWHURIIHQVLYH DQG PDQDJHG WR JHW D UHIHUHQGXP RQ WKH ODZ¶V UHSHDO RQ WKH
ballot, listed as Proposition 14. As an educational organization, the JBS refrained from 
openly endorsing a decision either way, but sponsored speakers that unequivocally 
UHFRPPHQGHG UHSHDO -RKQ 5RXVVHORW VWLOO WKH 6RFLHW\¶V PDLQ UHSUHVHQWDWLYH LQ WKH :HVW
made a tour of campuses, Birch chapter conventions and Republican and non-partisan 
RUJDQL]DWLRQVGHQRXQFLQJWKHODZDV³W\UDQQLFDO´DQGFDOOLQJRQ&DOLIRUQLDQVWRVWDQGXSIRU
their property rights. Predictably, Rousselot insisted neither he nor the Society opposed 
integration in any way, but that the anti-discrimination provisions were unconstitutional 
YLRODWLRQVRISURSHUW\ULJKWVDQGWKDW³VHJUHJDWLRQLVEHVWKDQGOHGDWWKHORFDOOHYHO´42 
As Kurt Schuparra has argued, the Rumford debate became an apt illustration of how 
WKH1HZ5LJKWLQ&DOLIRUQLDFDPHWRWDFNOHWKHLVVXHRIUDFLDOGLVFULPLQDWLRQ³2SSRVLWLRQWR
WKH5XPIRUG$FW>«@XQOLNHWKHUHDFWLRQWRBrown in the South, generally was not publicly 
predicDWHGRQRYHUWO\UDFLVWWKHPHV´43 Rather, it became a matter of racial coding ± law and 
RUGHU SURSHUW\ YDOXH DQG WKH ULJKW WR PDQDJH RQH¶V SULYDWH SURSHUW\ ZLWKRXW JRYHUQPHQW
LQWUXVLRQ7KRXJK/\QGRQ-RKQVRQKDQGLO\ZRQWKHVWDWH¶VHOHFWRUDOYRWHV3URSosition 14 
                                                          
42  “ZŽƵƐƐĞůŽƚĂůůƐĨŽƌZĞƉĞĂůŽĨZƵŵĨŽƌĚĐƚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, May 7, 1964, 15. 
43 Kurt Schuparra, Triumph of the Right: The Rise of the California Conservative Movement, 1945-1966 (New 
York: M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 1998), 106. 
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was passed by an overwhelming two-thirds. An enthusiastic Birch member from Burbank 
ZURWH WR 0DVVDFKXVHWWV ERDVWLQJ DERXW WKH 6RFLHW\¶V VKDUH LQ WKH YLFWRU\ ³(OHFWLRQV KDYH
proved how strong we are. In pre-election days I had the honor to work with many young 
people of 15 thru 18 years of age who helped out on our FORCED housing repeal here in 
&DOLI´ ,W KDG EHFRPH FOHDU WKDW ZKLOH WKH FLYLO ULJKWV PRYHPHQW KDG VXFFHHGHG LQ PDNLQJ
discrimination very much a national conversation, conservative opponents were on their way 
of achieving the same.44 
 
II. Striking the Blow for Liberty: TACT and the Re-Education Campaign 
 With the Civil Rights Act of 1964 enacted on July 2 and Goldwater soundly defeated 
by Johnson on November 3, a hopeful year had ended in disaster for conservatives, including 
Welch and his followers. The Republican candidate had been successfully tarnished as an 
³H[WUHPLVW´ DQG KLV RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH HQDFWHG FLYLO ULJKWV OHJLVODWLRQ KDG FRQILQHG KLP WR
concentrated pockets of resentful whites, mostly Southern. The next year, atrocities unleashed 
upon peaceful civil rights protesters in Selma, Alabama led to the passage of the momentous 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, handing liberals two major legislative victories on civil rights 
within the coXUVHRID\HDU,QHDUO\WKH3UHVLGHQWKDGDOUHDG\DQQRXQFHGKLV³:DURQ
3RYHUW\´DJHQGDDQGE\WKHQH[W\HDUWKH(FRQRPLF2SSRUWXQLW\DQG)RRG6WDPS$FWVZHUH
passed. Legislation put forward to create both Medicare and Medicaid was in full 
development, much to the dismay of the right.  
                                                          
44 Letter from Lester P. Johns to Robert Welch, November 8, 1964, John Birch Society Records, John Hay 
>ŝďƌĂƌǇ ? ƌŽǁŶ hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ? Žǆ  ? ? &ŽůĚĞƌ  “ ? ? ? ? ĂƌůŝĞƌ ƚŚĂƚ ǇĞĂƌ ? tĞůĐŚ ŚĂĚ ŚŝƐ ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů ĂŝĚĞ tĂŝƚĞ ǁƌŝƚĞ Ă
ůĞƚƚĞƌƚŽDĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƚƚƐůĂǁǇĞƌ>ŽƵŝƐĞĂǇ,ŝĐŬƐ “ƚŽĐŽŵŵĞŶĚ ?ŚĞƌ ?ĨŽƌŚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚƌŝŐŚƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚĚƵƌŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞŽƐƚŽŶ^ĐŚŽŽůŽǇĐŽƚƚ ?ĂƐǁĞůů ĂƐŚĞƌ  “ĚĞĞƉĨeeling of concern for the Negro; ?quoted from letter from 
D.A. Waite to Louise Day Hicks, March 5, 1964, ibid. 
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The JBS observed these developments with particular dread. After the enactment of 
WKH&5$RI:HOFKFRPSODLQHG&RQJUHVVKDGDOORZHGWKHSDVVDJHRI³DQH[WHQVLRQRI
Federal power entirely beyond the limits imposed [on the political process by the 
&RQVWLWXWLRQ@´ $JDLQ ZLWK QR PHQWLRQ RI UDFH KH EHPRDQHG WKH SURJUHVVLQJ &RPPXQLVW
DVVDXOW RQ $PHULFDQ VRYHUHLJQW\ DQG YRZHG WR VWULNH EDFN ³,W LV RXU LQWHQWLRQ WR SURYLGH
plenty of materials during the next few months IRU WDFNOLQJ WKLV µFLYLO ULJKWV¶ SUREOHP LQ
PDQ\ ZD\V DQG IURP PDQ\ DQJOHV´ 7KH OHDGHUVKLS LQ %HOPRQW KDG REVHUYHG WKH UHODWLYH
effectiveness of using front groups or ad hoc committees in the past ± notably the Movement 
To Impeach Earl Warren and Get US Out of the UN KDG UDLVHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V SURILOH DQG
extended its influence beyond the hard core membership. Frustrated with and unwilling to 
accept growing popular support of liberal civil rights reforms, Welch decided to launch an 
initiative primarily aimed at the issue of civil rights activism, in his view still the persistent 
manipulator behind the upsurge in increasing sympathy, besides the media. Over the summer 
of 1965, the Birch leader announced the formation of TACT or Truth About Civil Turmoil, a 
frRQWGHGLFDWHGWRLQIRUPLQJ$PHULFDQVRIWKH³WUXHQDWXUH´RIFLYLOULJKWVDQGWRXQPDVNLQJ
WKH³DJLWDWRUV´UHVSRQVLEOH,QWKH-XO\Bulletin he formally introduced the membership to his 
new initiative: 
We come at last to the proposed new and major approach to exposure of the hand 
NQRZQ DV µFLYLO ULJKWV¶ :H VXJJHVW DQG KRSH WR VHH VWDUWHG VRRQ WKH VWDUWLQJ XS
throughout the country of hundreds of local or regional ad hoc committees for the 
specific purpose of telling the truth about the civil turmoil which is now being made 
so usual and unhappy a part of the whole American scene. 45 
:HOFKPDGHQRERQHVDERXWWKHQHHGWRRUJDQL]HFLWL]HQVEH\RQGWKH6RFLHW\¶VRZQFRKRUWV
which he estimated at around 100,000. Aware of the bad press the Society had received 
during and after the Goldwater campaign, he was determined to extend his influence far 
EH\RQG ³7KHVH FRPPLWWHHV VKRXOG EHFRPH WKH PHDQV RI KDYLQJ KXQGUHGV RI WKRXVDQGV RI
                                                          
45 Welch, Bulletin, July 1965, 25-26. 
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good Americans, who are not now members, or ready yet to become members, of the John 
Birch Society, carry out exactly those same recommendations which are urged upon our 
PHPEHUVWKHPVHOYHV´ 46 
 In other words, Welch ordered his troops to do what they did best, namely to organize 
DQG HGXFDWH ³)XOO\ H[SRVH WKH µFLYLO ULJKWV¶ IUDXG DQG \RX Zill break the back of the 
&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\´KH HQFRXUDJHG WKHPRQO\ D IHZPRQWKV ODWHU47 In essence, TACT 
committees were typically launched by Birchers around the country, who invited members as 
well as non-members to readings, public speakers, film viewings, etc. aimed at educating the 
JHQHUDO SXEOLF DERXW WKH ³WUXWK´ EHKLQG FLYLO ULJKWV )RU H[DPSOH The Milwaukee Journal 
reported in early 1966 on one such local committee, not coincidentally in the state where 
George Wallace had won an impressive third of the vote in the Democratic presidential 
primary two years earlier. William Huegel, a Milwaukee Birch member, had founded a local 
TACT group, with permission from Belmont, specifically to attack the local Milwaukee 
United School Integration Committee (MUSIC) with film viewings, pamphlets, petitions and 
D ZLGH DUUD\ RI SURSDJDQGD ZDUQLQJ KLV IHOORZ FLWL]HQV DERXW WKH GDQJHUV RI ³IRUFHG´
integration of education. Huegel freely told the press about his activities and boasted it had 
reached hundreds of citizens already. From Connecticut to Orange County, dedicated 
Americanists started showering their communities with propaganda and unrelenting zeal.48 
 Considering the purpose of the TACT committees was informing Americans about 
civil turmoil, a disproportionate focus remained on urban unrest and violence. Thus, the 
Birchers shifted their attention away from a constitutionalist lens and towards divisive social 
                                                          
46 Robert Welch, A Stick of Dynamite (Boston: American Opinion, 1964), 20;  
47 Welch, Bulletin, November 1965, 44. 
48  “'ƌŽƵƉ &ŽƌŵĞĚ ƚŽ dĞůů ďŽƵƚ  ‘ZŝŐŚƚƐ &ƌĂƵĚ ? ? ?The Milwaukee Journal, March 13, 1966, 2; see also  “EĞǁ
ddŝĐƐďǇƚŚĞŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?Newsweek, February 1967, 13-15. 
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issues. The summer riots of 1964 in Harlem, Rochester, Philadelphia, and other cities, as well 
as protests at universities, with Berkeley at the helm, provided the Birchers with easy targets. 
:KHUHDVOHJDOLVPDQGDFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLVWGHIHQVHRIVWDWHV¶ULJKWVKDGWUDGLWLRQDOO\IRUPHGWKH
crux of uniting anti-integrationist sentiment with broader conservative values, right-wingers 
could warn against the breakdown of moral and social order, applaud the failure of liberalism 
and appeal on a more emotional level to fellow Americans worried about the fraying fabric of 
society. Bill Richardson for example, Birch member and former California state 
assemblyman, ran a company called Richardson Graphic Advertising, which produced The 
Berkeley Revolution, the first film shown to TACT committees in California and a report on 
Communist indoctrination of students at liberal campuses. Shortly after, RGA produced Civil 
Rights/Communist Construction, a reiteration of civil rights Communist conspiracy theories, 
which was also distributed among TACT committees. Richardson, still influential in 
Southern California politics as former board member of directors of the Arcadia Young 
Republicans and Director of the Republican Education Program operating under the Los 
Angeles County Republican Central Committee, even had the films shown during training 
sessions for local Young Republicans branches, United Republicans of California, the 
&DOLIRUQLD 5HSXEOLFDQ $VVHPEO\ DQG WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ :RPHQ¶V )HGHUDWHG &OXEV $ &RVWD
Mesa businessman called Donald Mackey, head of Publius & Associates, former West Coast 
Director for the American Opinion Speakers Bureau and a member of the Society, often acted 
as intermediary in the region and sold individual committees copies and the right to stage 
public viewings.49 
                                                          
49 ŽŶĂůĚDĂĐŬĞǇ ? “EŽƚŝĐĞ ? ?ƵŶƚŝƚůĞĚ ) ?ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶKƉŝŶŝŽŶ>ŝďƌĂƌǇĂƚŽƐƚĂDĞƐĂ ?DĂǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ?Margaret Meier 
Collection of Extreme Right Ephemeral Materials, 1930-1980, Dept. of Special Collections and University 
Archives, Stanford University, Box 29, Folder 1.  
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 The Berkeley Revolution was shown a total of 19 times in California between March 
28 and April 29, 1966, and was accompanied by a talk by Birch contributor Gary Allen, 
SHUKDSVRQHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VPRVWSUROLILFZULWHUVWKURXJKRXWWKHVHFRQGKDOIRIWKHGHFDGH
By means of introduction to the film, Allen would deliver talks based on his writings 
regarding the Watts riots of 1965. In May 1967, American Opinion SXEOLVKHGKLV³7KH3ODQ
WR%XUQ/RV$QJHOHV´ZKLFKZDVDOVRUHOHDVHGDVVHSDUDWHUHSULQWDYDLODEOHIRUSXUFKDVH,Q
the article, Allen claimed the riots had been completely orchestrated from without, and that 
³-1HJURHV>KDGEHHQ@VHQWE\WKH&RPPXQLVWV´WRSURYRNHWKHPDVVHVWRZUHDNKDYRF
LQ DQ HVVHQWLDOO\ ³SODQQHG HQJLQHHUHG DQG LQVWLJDWHG >«@ UHEHOOLRQ´$OOHQKDGSUHYLRXVO\
authored a similar account along with Richardson, also published by AODV³/RV$QJHOHV± 
+HOOLQWKH&LW\RI$QJHOV´ZKLFKPDGHVLPLODUSRLQWVDERXW&RPPXQLVWDJLWDWLRQEHKLQGWKH
August uprising that had left 34 dead and millions in damage. A year after the riots, Ronald 
Reagan won his first elected office as Governor in the state, heavily banking on popular 
outrage at a perceived loss of social order.50 
 6RXWKHUQ &DOLIRUQLD LQGXELWDEO\ UHPDLQHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V XQRIILFLDO FDSLWDO DQG WKH
enthusiasm for TACT on the ground reflected exactly that. In January 1966, a journalist for 
The Washington Post noted the growing presence of local committees and their capacity for 
H[SORLWLQJ³WKHSRWHQWSROLWLFDOIDFWRU´FUHDWHGE\:DWWVDQG%HUNHOH\51 Within a year, Welch 
DQQRXQFHG ³VHYHUDO WKRXVDQG DG KRF FRPPLWWHHV´ ZHUH DFWLYH QDWLRQZLGH DPRQJ ZKLFK
several hundreds of TACT committees. The West provided the highest growth numbers by 
far. In California alone, 180 committees had been created. Another year later, 151 were 
operative just in the Southern part of the state, compared to 280 in the Arizona-New Mexico-
                                                          
50 Gary Allen, The Plan to Burn Los Angeles (Boston: American Opinion, 1967), 2-3; see also William J. 
Rorabaugh, Berkeley at War: The 1960s (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990). 
51 :ƵůŝƵƐƵƐĐŚĂ ? “ŝƌĐŚĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ&ŽƌŵĞĚdŽKƉƉŽƐĞZŝŐŚƚƐƌŝǀĞ ? ?The Washington Post, January 8, 1966, 1. 
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Colorado-Utah-Idaho region, 130 in central California and Nevada, 110 in Washington and 
100 in Oregon and Northern California. Estimates ran up to a network of 490,000 individual 
mailing addresses, one third of which were based in Southern California. Welch reckoned an 
average total of 180 people attended each meeting, with around 65% being non-members. 
Doing the math, the Founder concluded that if only 1% of those ended up joining the Society 
afterwards, Western TACT groups alone could bring in little under 1,000 new members each 
year.52 
 $QRWKHU NH\ SXEOLFDWLRQ FLUFXODWHG E\ 7$&7 QHWZRUNV ZDV $ODQ 6WDQJ¶V ,W¶V 9HU\
Simple: The True Story of Civil Rights3XEOLVKHGLQ-XO\E\:HOFK¶V:HVWHUQ,VODQGV
publishing arm ± and so just before the Watts riots ± ,W¶V9HU\6LPSOH spelled out the history 
of civil rights and anything remotely related from African independence struggles to 
Bolshevik directives on race relations and from Black Muslims to the NAACP. In the 
SUHIDFH6WDQJSRVHGKLVUHDGHUVKLSWKHVHHPLQJO\VWUDLJKWIRUZDUGTXHVWLRQ³:KDWLVWKHreal 
SXUSRVH RI WKH 1HJUR UHYROXWLRQ"´ 7KH DQVZHU KH JXDUDQWHHG WKHP ZDV LQ IDFW ³YHU\
VLPSOH´1RWRQO\ZDVWKHFLYLOULJKWVPRYHPHQW³SODQQHGE\WKH&RPPXQLVts, but [it] was 
begun, staffed, and [...] conducted by the Communists ± and has only one real purpose: the 
GHVWUXFWLRQDQGFRPPXQL]DWLRQRI$PHULFD´%\GUDZLQJFRPSDULVRQVWR1DWLRQDO/LEHUDWLRQ
movements in Algeria, Kenya, Indonesia, Tanzania, Communist regimes in China and Cuba, 
DQGHYHQ³VRFLDOLVW´VWDWHVOLNH&DQDGD6WDQJXQIROGHGKLVZRUOGZLGHQDUUDWLYHRIGHFHSWLRQ
and violence, incessantly drawing connections with unfolding events in the United States: 
³>7@KHZKROHSRLQW WR WKHZDURIQDWLRQDO OLEHUDWLRQ LV WRFUHDWH WKH LPSUHVVLRQ WKDW LW LVQ¶W
what it actually is in fact ± a play for power [...] ± EXW WKDW LW LV D µPDVV PRYHPHQW¶ RI D
                                                          
52 Welch, Bulletin ?DĂǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? “WƌŽũĞĐƚ<ŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞƐŽĨƉƌŝů ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?Margaret Meier Collection, Box 32, 
&ŽůĚĞƌ ? ? “ddŵĂŝůŝŶŐƐ ?ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ? ? 
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µKHURLFSHRSOH¶µXQLWHGDVRQH¶HWFHWHUDDQGVRRQDQGWKDWLWKDVVRPHWKLQJWRGRZLWKVHOI-
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ´53 
$FFRUGLQJWR6WDQJ¶VWKHRU\$IULFDQ$PHULFDQVZHUHERWKGXSHGLQWREHOLHYLQJWKH\
were actually oppressed in American society and that the Communists, conveniently taking 
all sorts of shapes and disguises were simply mounting a false campaign of equality ³,Q
other words, keep the Negroes under the impression that the campaign has something to do 
ZLWK ZKDW WKH\ ZDQW ZKHQ DOO DORQJ LW KDV RQO\ WR GR ZLWK FRPPXQLVP´ 0HDQZKLOH
government, he argued, profited from the artificially inflated need for redistributionist 
policies and the War on Poverty was cunningly designed to create millions of dependent 
lowlifes and destroy the American work ethic. Not unlike classical liberals heralding a revival 
of capitalist celebration ± for example, Milton Friedman in Capitalism and Freedom ± Stang 
went on to claim true racism was simply incompatible with individual liberty and the profit 
PRWLYH³5DFLVPLQVKRUWFDQSURVSHURQO\LIWKHJRYHUQPHQWFDQIRUFHDPDQWRGRZKDWLW
likes ± RQO\XQGHUVRPHVRUWRIVRFLDOLVP´&DSLWDOLVPRQWKHRWKHUKDQG6WDQJPDintained, 
³QRWRQO\GLVFRXUDJHVUDFLVP± LWSXQLVKHVLW´$VVXFKWKHUDFLVWLVUHFWLILHGE\WKHPDUNHW
³+LVSULYDWHQHXURVLVUHPDLQVDSULYDWHQHXURVLV´ 54 
 Another key feature of TACT was its extensive use of touring speakers. The American 
Opinion SpeaNHUV¶ %XUHDX KDG FRPSLOHG DQ LPSUHVVLYH DUUD\ RI WUDYHOOLQJ ³H[SHUWV´ UH-
educating Americans across the land on matters of internationalism, fiscal policy, subversion 
in the schools and churches, and so on. With TACT networks well established by 1966, 
dozens of speakers, including Baptist minister Wes Auger, Tom Anderson, John Rousselot, 
Billy James Hargis, Edwin Walker, Jim Clark, Clarence Manion, Fred Koch or Robert Welch 
himself, completed ambitious speaking tours across vast regions, filling school auditoriums, 
                                                          
53 Alan Stang, /ƚ ?ƐsĞƌǇ^ŝŵƉůĞ PdŚĞ^ƚŽƌǇŽĨŝǀŝůZŝŐŚƚƐ (Boston: Western Islands, 1965), 11-13, 52. 
54 Op. cit., 99, 142; on the War on Poverty as a Communist conspiracy see pages 162-183. 
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community centers, churches and indoor sports arenas with eager anti-Communist audiences 
ready to take down the collectivist conspiracy behind civil rights. Here, too, speakers would 
move away from explicit treatment of race itself, and even claim the Society was the bastion 
of freedom for disfranchised African Americans against conniving Communist agents trying 
to question the colorblind nature of the market and break down social order.55 
 $JDLQ WKH %LUFKHUV¶ GHIHQVH RI WKH PDUNHW DQG IRFXV RQ ODZ and order, 
constitutionalism and socioeconomic issues ran alongside the conservative line on race and 
civil rights that helped define the political paths of Goldwater, Reagan, Wallace and Nixon. 
5DFLDO FRGLQJ DQG D ³QDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ´ RI 6RXWKHUQ SRSXOLVP Fonnected both Birchers and 
non-conspiratorial conservatives, but the JBS went a step further. Whereas the new 
conservative contingent within the GOP, first led by Goldwater, gradually accepted its failure 
to attract African American voters and instead learQHGWR³KXQWZKHUHWKHGXFNVDUH´WKH-%6
DFWLYHO\SURPRWHGDQ³LQFOXVLYH´FRQVHUYDWLVPVHHNLQJ WRDWWUDFWD UDFLDOO\GLYHUVHERG\RI
members and collaborators. A particularly significant feature on the speaking tours were a 
group of $IULFDQ $PHULFDQ ³H[SHUWV´ RQ WKH &RPPXQLVW SHULO WRXULQJ WKH FRXQWU\ DQG
UHFRXQWLQJWKHLUH[SHULHQFHVDVIRUPHU&RPPXQLVWGXSHVDQGZDUQLQJDJDLQVW³UHVSHFWDEOH´
civil rights leaders such as King, Roy Wilkins or Ralph Abernathy. The most significant 
DPRQJWKH%LUFKHUV¶EODFk speakers were Julia Brown, Leonard Patterson, Lola Belle Holmes 
and the Reverend E. Freeman Yearling of Harlem. Brown had been an FBI informant within 
WKH&OHYHODQGEUDQFKRI WKH&386$DQGODWHUVHUYHGDV³+RQRUDU\&KDLUPDQ´RIWKHFLW\¶V
TACT committee. While touring the speaker circuit in 1966, she authored ± though the book 
was ghostwritten ± I Testify: My Years As An FBI Undercover Agent, a recollection of 
                                                          
55  “/ƐƚŚĞ  ‘ŝǀŝůZŝŐŚƚƐ ?DŽǀĞŵĞŶƚŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ<ƌĞŵůŝŶ ?&ŽƌƚŚĞŶƐǁĞƌ,Zt^h'Z ?W^dKZŽŶ
The Church and Civil dƵƌŵŽŝů ? ?ƌĐĂĚŝĂddŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞƐ ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚDĞŝĞƌŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ?Žǆ
 ? ? ?&ŽůĚĞƌ ? ? “ddŵĂŝůŝŶŐƐ ?ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ? ? 
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%URZQ¶VDOOHJHGGLVFRYHULHVDVDQLQIRUPDQWZLWKLQWKH&386$SXEOLVKHGDQGSXEOLFL]HGE\
the Birch Society. TACT committees would typically sponsor talks by Brown in towns where 
Martin Luther King was scheduled to appear shortly afterwards, which led the Society to 
PDNHUDWKHUEROGFODLPVRQWKHUHYHUHQG¶VVSHDNLQJVFKHGXOHV 
Now we are always very careful about claiming credit for anything. We do not want 
to deceive ourselves or anybody else. But we clearly can claim a tremendous amount 
RIFUHGLW IRURXUSDUW LQ H[SRVLQJ WKH&RPPXQLVW KDQGV DQGSODQVEHKLQG WKH³FLYLO
ULJKWV´PRYHPHQW/HWXVUHPLQG you, for instance, of just how much we had lessened 
the value of M.L. King to his Communist bosses. During the last few months of his 
life he was repeatedly cancelling out speaking engagements because of one of our 
Negro speakers had appeared in the same city just ahead of him, exposing his pro-
&RPPXQLVWUHFRUGDQGWKHZKROH³FLYLOULJKWV´IUDXG56 
Leonard Patterson, who gave regular lectures and interviews on his experiences as a 
Communist, emphasized the violent techniques he had been taught as by the UHGV³WKHYHU\
WDFWLFV WKDW ZH VDZ XVHG ULJKW KHUH LQ +DUOHP DQG :DWWV´ +H DOVR ZDUQHG DJDLQVW WKH
&RPPXQLVWV¶ VFKHPHV WR LQILOWUDWH ³WKH H[LVWLQJ 1HJUR RUJDQL]DWLRQV OLNH WKH 1$$&3 WKH
QHJURFKXUFKHVWKH(ONVWKH0DVRQLF/RGJHVWKHWUDGHXQLRQV´57  
Yearling did not claim any inside CPUSA expertise. Instead, the pastor reveled in 
GLVVHFWLQJ +DUOHP¶V VWUHHW YLROHQFH ZKLFK KH DWWULEXWHG WR &RPPXQLVWV %ODFN 0XVOLPV
3DQWKHUV DQG ³QRQ-YLROHQW´ K\SRFULWHV OLNH .LQJ <HDUOLQJ ZDV D IHUYHQW FULWLF RI :DU Rn 
Poverty programs and pitched a libertarian message of self-reliance, freedom of association 
DQGKDUGZRUNLQKLV³5LRWV± &DXVHDQG&XUH´OHFWXUHV,QGRLQJVRKHVRXJKWWR³HQFRXUDJH
$PHULFDQ1HJURHVWRVSXUQWKHµIUHH¶KDQGRXWVRIWKHZHOIDUHVWDWLVWV for what they really are: 
WKHFUDVVHVW IRUPRIHFRQRPLFVODYHU\´1RWKLQJEXWKDUGZRUN<HDUOLQJSUHVFULEHGFRXOG
                                                          
56 Message of the Month (MOM), July-ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ?ƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚ ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “DKD ? ? ? ? 
57  “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇZĞƉŽƌƚ ? ?&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ  ? ? ? ? ?ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚ ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “:^ZĞƉŽƌƚ ? ? ? ?
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set the African Americans free, while reliance on government handouts only served to spin 
WKHPLQWRD³GRZQZDUGVSLUDORIPLVHU\DQGGHSHQGHQF\´58 
$ IHOORZ GHIHQGHU RI ³EODFN FDSLWDOLVP´ ZDV 0DQQLQJ -RKQVRQ ZKR KDG DOUHDG\
SDVVHGDZD\LQDQGQHYHUKDGWKHFKDQFHWRDSSHDURQWKH7$&7VSHDNHUV¶FLUFXLW+LV
H[SHULHQFHV VWLOO SURYHG XVHIXO IRU :HOFK¶V HQGHDYRUV VLQFH -RKQVRQ KDG EHHQ Dctive as a 
Communist coordinator in the railroad dining-car service industry from 1930 until 1940 in 
Pennsylvania and Western New York, and acting as District Organizer from 1932 to 1934.59 
In fact, Johnson testified alongside Patterson in 1953 and 1954 against African American 
1REHO 3HDFH 3UL]H UHFLSLHQW 5DOSK %XQFKH UHJDUGLQJ WKH ODWWHU¶V LQYROYHPHQW ZLWK WKH
National Negro Congress, a Communist subdivision mobilizing African Americans in the 
United States. 60  Johnson authored Color, Communism and Common Sense, an anti-
FRPPXQLVW FHOHEUDWLRQ RI %RRNHU 7 :DVKLQJWRQ¶V FRQVHUYDWLVP DQG D PDQLIHVWR IRU VHOI-
help: 
The Negro business man has always been a chief target of the reds. They despise him 
EHFDXVHRIKLVFRQVHUYDWLVP7KH\ODEHOKLPD³WRRORIWKHZKLWHLPSHULDOLVWV´DQGDQ
³HQHP\ RI WKH 1HJUR PDVVHV´ 6XFK ODEHOV DUH UHVHUYHG IRU WKRVH WKH UHGV SODQ WR
liquidate and since the Negro business man is an inspiration and example to other 
Negroes to take advantage of the free enterprise system, he is therefore an object of 
derision by Communists.61 
$IWHU:HOFKDFTXLUHGWKHULJKWVIRU-RKQVRQ¶VERRNKHKDGLWDGGHGWRWKHFLYLOULJKWVUHDGLQJ
OLVW DQG FRQVLVWHQWO\ SURPRWHG WKH ERRN LQ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V Bulletin. Interestingly, to 
                                                          
58   “ZŝŽƚƐ ŝŶ h ?^ ? ^ĞĞŶ ZĞĚ-/ŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ ? ?Spokesman-Review ? Ɖƌŝů  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ?  “dd WƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ ZĞǀ ?  ? &ƌĞĞŵĂŶ
Yearling Speaking On RIOTS - - h^EhZ ? ?:ƵůǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚDĞŝĞƌŽůůĞĐtion, Box 32, Folder 10 
 “ddŵĂŝůŝŶŐƐ ?ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ? ? 
59  “^ƵďǀĞƌƐŝǀĞ/ŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞŝŶƚŚĞŝŶŝŶŐĂƌĂŶĚZĂŝůƌŽĂĚtŽƌŬĞƌƐhŶŝŽŶ ? ?,ĞĂƌŝŶŐƐďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞ^ƵďĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞƚŽ
Investigate the Administration of the Internal Security Act and other Internal Security Laws of the Committee 
on the Judiciary United States Senate, 82nd Congress, First Session, August 10, 1951, 37-45. 
60 Charles P. Henry, Ralph Bunche: Model Negro or American Other? (New York: New York University Press, 
1999), 179. 
61 Manning Johnson, Color, Communism and Common Sense (Boston: American Opinion, 1958), 58. 
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commemorate the late anti-communist, the Birch Society in 1964 named an annual 
scholarship after Johnson, through which the Society would donate $1,000 to an African-
American student submitting a short essay on conservative values to support their education. 
A Gwendolyn Kyle of Richmond Virginia, a 17-year old medical student at Contra Costa 
College in San Pablo, California became the first to win the grant after submitting a favorable 
piece on Proposition 14 against the Rumford Act in California.62 
 From the start, Welch had openly welcomed members of all colors and creeds ± 
provided they were devout, motivated individualist Americanists, and he maintained that 
membership had never been subject to racial profiling. In fact, Southern members wrote their 
headquarters with great frequency to encouraJH LQGXFWLRQ RI ³JRRG 1HJURHV´ WR LPSURYH
interracial dialogue on conservative principles. One member from South Carolina quite 
RSHQO\XUJHG:HOFKWR³LQWHQVLI\>WKH@FDPSDLJQIRU>VHJUHJDWHG@1HJURFKDSWHUV´DVHDUO\DV
1961. 63  A few days before the 1964 election, another member from Mississippi, while 
requesting mobilized support for a Mississippi Constitutional school desegregation 
QXOOLILFDWLRQDPHQGPHQW³VRWKDWFRQWURORIWKHVFKRROVFDQEHUHWXUQHGWRORFDOFRPPXQLWLHV
and WKH VWDWHV´ ZDUPO\ UHFRPPHQGHG D ORFDO FRQVHUYDWLYH DQWL-communist African 
American organization called the Negro Citizenship Association of Mississippi to be lauded 
LQ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V OLWHUDWXUH64  Nevertheless, at the peak of its powers Welch admitted his 
                                                          
62 John Rousselot, July 2, 1964. JBS Papers, Box 3, folder "John Birch Society Takes the Position"; see also 
 “EĞŐƌŽ /Ɛ tŝŶŶĞƌ ŽĨ ŝƌĐŚ 'ƌĂŶƚ ? ?Spokane Daily Chronicle ? ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ?  “Birch Society Sets Up 
'ƌĂŶƚĨŽƌEĞŐƌŽĞƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, July 7, 1964, 24. 
63  ?' ? ^ĐŚƵůĞƌ ŝŶ DĞŵďĞƌ ?Ɛ DŽŶƚŚůǇ DĞƐƐĂŐĞ ? ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ? ? ? :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝety Papers, Box 6, Folder 
 “DDD ? ? 
64 DƌƐ ?' ?& ?tŝůƐŽŶŝŶDĞŵďĞƌ ?ƐDŽŶƚŚůǇDĞƐƐĂŐĞ ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ ? ? ? ?    ?:Žhn Birch Society Papers, Box 7, Folder 
 “ ? ? ? ?ƚŚĞEDǁĂƐĂŶŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞĨŽƵŶĚĞĚĂŶĚƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚďǇƚŚĞƐĞŐƌĞŐĂƚŝŽŶŝƐƚ^ƚĂƚĞ^ŽǀĞƌĞignty Commission 
of Mississippi. 
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organization had only been able to attract between 80 and 100 black members, all in de facto 
segregated chapters.65 
Judging from its internal communications, Belmont seemed determined to counteract 
any forms of racism among its membership, notwithstanding which ethnic group might be on 
the receiving end of it. Though many Southern members belonged to both organizations, 
:HOFK ZDV HYHQ FDXWLRXV LQ H[SUHVVLQJ DSSURYDO RI WKH :KLWH &LWL]HQV¶ &RXQFLOV DQG
withheld formal endorsements. On October 11, 1963 for iQVWDQFH :HOFK¶V DVVLVWDQW '$
Waite responded to a letter from a James D. Bulmer of San Mateo, California asking about 
WKH%LUFKHUV¶UHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKH&RXQFLOV:DLWHSRLQWHGRXWLQDOHWWHUGLFWDWHGE\:HOFK
DZHHNEHIRUHWKDW%LUFKHUV¶LQYROYHPHQWZLWKLQWKH&LWL]HQV¶&RXQFLOVSURYHGD³FRQIOLFWWR
WKH EHVW LQWHUHVW RI WKH -%6´ :HOFK VWUHVVHG KH EHOLHYHG WKH &RXQFLOV ERDVWHG PDQ\ ILQH
SDWULRWVEXW³GXHWRWKHYDULHGTXDOLW\IRXQGLQGLIIHUHQW ORFDOEUDQFKHVRIWKHVHJURXSVZH
would be better off QRWWRLQYROYHWKH6RFLHW\ZLWKWKHPRYHPHQW´:LWKUHJDUGWRWKH1D]L
DQG6WDWHV5LJKWV¶3DUWLHV:HOFKZDVHYHQPRUHH[SOLFLWLQKLVGHQXQFLDWLRQ 66 
Keeping a lid on manifestations of racism among the membership was no easy task. A 
Mrs. Neely from GulfpRUW 0LVVLVVLSSL ZURWH :HOFK LQ 6HSWHPEHU  LQ D 0HPEHUV¶
                                                          
65 OŶ ĨƌŝĐĂŶ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ ŝŶ :^ ? ƐĞĞ WŚŝů ĂƐĞǇ ?  “tĞůĐŚ ĞŶŝ Ɛ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ &Ăƌ ZŝŐŚƚ ? ĞĐůĂƌĞƐIt Keeps the 
WĞŽƉůĞ/ŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ ? ?The Washington Post, November 6, 1965, B2. 
66 Letter to James Bulmer, October 11, 1963, John Birch Society Papers, Box 7,  “EĞŐƌŽWƌŽƐƉĞĐƚƐŽƌWƌŽďůĞŵƐ ? ?
See also reply to MMM from Marilyn Allen of Salt Lake City on January 3, 1964 on American Nazi and National 
^ƚĂƚĞƐZŝŐŚƚƐWĂƌƚŝĞƐ ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “EĞŐƌŽWƌŽƐƉĞĐƚƐŽƌWƌŽďůĞŵƐ ? ?ƌĞƉůǇƚŽDDDĨƌŽŵ:ĂŵĞƐƵůŵĞƌŽĨ
^ĂŶ DĂƚĞŽ ? ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ ŽŶ KĐƚŽďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? ŝďŝĚ ? /ƚ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ ŽƵƚ ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŝƚŝǌĞŶƐ ?
Councils have pointed towards a wider array of conservative issues including taxes, federalism and opposition 
ƚŽƚŚĞƐŽĐŝĂůŐŽƐƉĞůŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ ?ƚŚƵƐƉůĂĐŝŶŐƚŚĞ ?ƐǁŝƚŚŝŶĂƐŝŵŝůĂƌĐŽŶƚŝŶƵƵŵŽĨĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞďĂĐŬůĂƐŚĂƐ
ƚŚĞ:^ ?ƐĞĞtŝůůŝĂŵ^ŝŵŵŽŶƐ ?  “ZĂĐĞŝŶŵĞƌŝĐĂ PdŚĞŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ^ƚĂŶĚ ? ? ŝŶ,ƵƐƚŽŶ^ŵŝƚŚ  ?ĞĚ ? ) ?The Search 
for America (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1959), 62; Neil R. McMillen, dŚĞŝƚŝǌĞŶƐ ?ŽƵŶĐŝů PKƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ
Resistance to the Second Reconstruction, 1954-6 (Urbana: Illinois University Press, 1994), esp. 92-135, and 
ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ ? ? P “ZĂĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞZĂĚŝĐĂůZŝŐŚƚ ? ? ? ? ?-206. 
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0RQWKO\0HVVDJHWRUHFRPPHQG&DUOHWRQ3XWQDP¶VZKLWHVXSUHPDFLVWRace and Reason ± A 
Yankee View for the Birch reading lists, which at that point featured no literature specifically 
on the race qXHVWLRQ\HW³,WKLQNHYHU\$PHULFDQVKRXOGNQRZDERXWWKLVERRN´1HHO\ZURWH
LQKHUSOHD³>L@WLVWKHEHVWGRFXPHQWDWLRQRI5DFH>VLF@,KDYHHYHUUHDG´67 A month later, 
0U DQG 0UV &XUWLV IURP 7\OHU 7H[DV PDNH WKH VDPH UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ ³5$&( $1'
REASO1E\&DUOHWRQ3XWQDPH[SORGHVHJDOLWDULDQWKHRU\6KRXOGEHUHDGE\DOO´68 Such 
suggestions were usually ignored, and needless to say, Putnam never made it to any of the 
approved reading lists, but some cases demanded more direct action. Waite again, asked 
DERXWWKH6RFLHW\¶VYLHZVRQUDFLDOFODVVLILFDWLRQUHVSRQGHGWRDPHPEHUIURP6DOW/DNH&LW\
with strong disapproval:  
Your claim to being 'an AMERICA FIRSTER ... is quite contradictory. The United 
States Constitution simply does not support your concept of (a) limiting the rights of 
citizens only to those who are white; (b) limiting the rights of citizens of citizens only 
to those who are Christian; (c) opposing and/or hating those citizens who are either 
black or Jewish.69 
Welch did not make a habit of tolerating openly racist comments or assumptions among his 
IORFNDQGEHOLHYHGLWZDVYHU\PXFKDQ³XQ-$PHULFDQ´7URMDQKRUVHWHFKQLTXHHPSOR\HGWR
upset an otherwise relatively harmonious social order. Racism and bigotry, he claimed, were 
not just despicable, but a result of Communist agitation in an attempt to divide the races and 
thus, the freedom-loving American people:  
[A] dislike for other races or creeds is a kind of unfortunate weakness to which human 
nature has a sad and too general vulnerability. It has been used by the Communists 
with tremendous energy, skill, and determination in America to stir up hatred and 
distrust among innocent people; between Gentiles and Jews; of Protestants for 
                                                          
67 Mrs. Neely in MMM, September 1961, John Birch SociĞƚǇWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ?&ŽůĚĞƌ “DDD ? ? 
68 Mr. and Mrs. Curtis in MMM, September 1961, ibid. 
69 D.A. Waite to Marilyn R. Allen, January 9, 1964 (dictated January 3), John Birch Society Papers, Box 7, Folder 
 “ ? ? ? ?
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Catholics and vice-versa; of white people for colored and of our colored citizens for 
their white neighbors; and in a dozen lesser ways and opportunities.70 
In a pamphlet titled The Neutralizers, Welch addressed long-standing anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theories, from the Protocols of the Elders of Zion and writings of Nesta Webster, to hard-
nosed Old Right racists like Charles Coughlin and Gerald L.K. Smith. Welch naturally 
subscribed to most of the recurring conspiracy theories concerning the rise of Marxism, the 
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH 86 )HGHUDO 5HVHUYH RU $PHULFD¶V internationalist turn on the global 
stage, but the native Southerner refused to adopt racist narratives leading back to Jewish 
complots or race mongrelizers out to destroy the white race. Instead, Welch explained how a 
Jew exactly had to cease being a Jew, and renounce his true identity to become a Communist. 
The Communist, by definition, lost all right to an individual identity, and betrayed not only 
his own faith and ethnicity, but all of mankind in equal measure. It was the collectivists who 
sought both to erase all individualism by first playing out different groups against each other:  
³,WLVSRVVLEOHIRUFOHYHUHQRXJKDJLWDWRUVWRVWLUXSDOPRVWDVPXFKKDWUHGE\VRPH3URWHVWDQW
groups for Catholics, or by Negroes for whites, as of Christians for Jews´71 
When dealing with instances of anti-Semitism within the Society, Welch proved 
equally resolute and ordered his staff to carefully monitor such dubious activities. On March 
2, 1962, Tom Hill, director of Field Activities reports to a research assistant, Harry Browne, 
on a message he had received from a Ronald Carnes of Gardena, CA, Birch chapter 899, on 
³GLVFXVVLRQ SHULRGV RI WKH =LRQLVW TXHVWLRQ´ DW FKDSWHU PHHWLQJV DQG VRPH RI *HUDOG /.
6PLWK¶VZULWLQJVEHLQJFLUFXODWHG 
He pointed out that several people came to this chapter as guests and were quite upset 
to see the material being circulated. He also went on to state that he did not want to 
JHWDQ\RQHLQWRµKRWZDWHU¶EXWKHIHOWWKDWKHZDVH[SUHVVLQJWKHRSLQLRQRIVHYHUDORI
                                                          
70 Welch, Blue Book, 89. 
71 Op. cit., 9; see also Leo Ribuffo, The Old Christian Right: The Protestant Far Right from the Depression to the 
Cold War (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1983). 
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the local members when asking for a solution to the problem. Again, this is a ticklish 
situation for we do not know how serious the problem is.72  
7KRXJK:HOFK¶VFODLPVRIULVLQJ-HZLVKPHPEHUVKLSZHUHXVXDOO\EDFNHGXSZLWKOLWWOHRUQR
evidence given the secrecy of the membership database, a core of Jewish Birch members 
organized the affiliated Jewish Society of Americanists, which by 1967 counted around 250 
members, including however non-Jews as well.73 
In late October 1964, a Mr. Walter Kaufman from the Bronx wrote the Belmont 
headquarters:  
Before joining the JBS, I had heard rumours [sic] to the effect that it was nothing but 
a bunch of anti-Semites. Being Jewish this worried me. I decided to look and see for 
P\VHOI$IWHUEHLQJDPHPEHUIRUDERXWPRQWKVDQGDFKDSWHU OHDGHU IRU>«@ ,
GRQ¶WKDYHWRUHDGWKH&DOLIRUQLD5HSRUWWRILQGRXWWKDWDQWL-6HPLWLVPGRHVQ¶WH[LVW
in the JBS.74 
Just two months earlier, Waite had replied to an interested conspiracist who had asked about 
WKH 6RFLHW\¶V SRVLWLRQ RQ -HZV DQG WKH &DWKROLF &KXUFK :DLWH GLVPLVVHG WKH ODWWHU¶V
DOOHJDWLRQV DQG SRLQWHG RXW WKDW VXFK FRQVSLUDFLHV ZHUH ³RQO\ SDUW RI WKH HQWLUH SLFWXUH´
"We're fighting Communists, NOT former Jews, former Roman Catholics, former Protestants 
who have forsaken their real loyalties to these groups and sold themselves to this evil system 
first and foremost."75 
                                                          
72 dŽŵ,ŝůůƚŽ,ĂƌƌǇƌŽǁŶĞ ?DĂƌĐŚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “DDD ? ? 
73 Epstein and Forster, 113. 
74 >ĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵtĂůƚĞƌ<ĂƵĨŵĂŶƚŽZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? “DĞŵďĞƌ ?ƐDŽŶƚŚůǇDĞƐƐĂŐĞ ? ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ? 
Žǆ ? ? “ ? ? ? ?
75  ? ?tĂŝƚĞƚŽ:ŽŚŶĂŬĞƌ ?:ƌ ? ?ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ?&ŽůĚĞƌ “ ? ? ? ?ŽŶƚŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚŽĨƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶĂŶĚ
ĐŽŶƐƉŝƌĂĐŝĞƐ ?tĞůĐŚŚŝŵƐĞůĨŚĂĚǁƌŝƚƚĞŶŝŶƚŚĞůƵĞŽŽŬ P “Far from founding a religion, we are merely urging 
Protestants, Christians, Jews, or Moslems to be better Protestants, better Christians, better Jews, or better 
Moslems, in accordance with the deepest and most humanitarian promptings of their own religious beliefs. 
ŶĚǁĞĂƌĞƐŝŵƉůǇƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽĚƌĂǁĂĐŝƌĐůĞŽĨ ĨĂŝƚŚ ŝŶ'ŽĚ ?Ɛ ƉŽǁĞƌĂŶĚƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ ?ĂŶĚŽĨŵĂŶ ?ƐƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐŚŝƉƚŽ
ďŽƚŚ ?ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐďƌŽĂĚĂŶĚŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŽƚĂŬĞĞĂĐŚŵĂŶ ?ƐƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĨĂŝƚŚŝŶƚŽƚŚĂƚĐŝƌĐůĞǁŝƚŚŽƵƚǀŝŽůĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?
see Blue Book, 155. 
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 6WLOOPDQ\RI:HOFK¶V FORVHFROODERUDWRUVDQd advisers were renowned racists or at 
least frequently expressed racially and culturally intolerant views. Executive Committee 
PHPEHU$XJHUHDX+HLQVRKQDIRUPHUVXSSRUWHURIWKH6WDWHV¶5LJKWV3DUW\RI7HQQHVVHHDW
one point had Welch publish his piece ³)UHH /XQFK DQG %RREXV $PHULFDQXV´ D WLUDGH
against New Deal liberalism in which the Southern industrialist brusquely complained: 
Personal freedom is rapidly vanishing in America. A citizen can no longer enjoy the 
full fruits of his own labor and be protected in the possession thereof from the 
mewling bureaucratic thieves who seek to distribute his wealth to spear-toting Bantu, 
three-toed Caribs with thumbs on their feet, assortments of Communist gorillas, and 
every foreign thug or domestic indolent who comes begging. 76 
Fellow Southerners Clarence Manion and Tom Anderson, as well as prominent members 
such as Kent and Phoebe Courtney, often expressed openly racist views undergirding their 
defense of segregation, but when speaking on behalf of the Society, usually refrained from 
airing such views in public. One controversial episode however, chronicled by Epstein and 
Forster, turned decidedly sour for Welch when National Council member and avowed white 
VXSUHPDFLVW5HYLOR2OLYHUJDYHD VSHHFK WLWOHG ³'HJHQHUDF\ RU&RQVSLUDF\"´ DW WKH DQQXDO
New England Rally for God, Family and Country in Boston on July 2, 1966, which was an 
annual Birch-sponsored event. Oliver was discussing the Zionist influences within the 
&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\DQGRSHQO\FRQWHPSODWHG³WKHEHDWLILFYLVLRQ´RI³DOOWKH-HZVEHLQJ
YDSRUL]HG DW GDZQ WRPRUURZ´ 7KH VSHHFK FDXVHG VXFK FRQWURYHUV\ 2OLYHU ZDV IRUFHG WR
resign within a month before joining the anti-Semitic Liberty Lobby. Welch immediately 
released a statement on behalf of the Society dHFODULQJ ³ZH GR not subscribe at all to Dr. 
2OLYHU¶V µUDFLDO VXSHULRULW\¶ WKHRULHV QRU KLV YLHZV FRQFHUQLQJ WKH EDVLF GHJHQHUDF\ RI WKH
KXPDQUDFH´$IWHUWU\LQJWRQXDQFH2OLYHU¶VZRUGVKHUHLWHUDWHGZKDWKHIHOWVHSDUDWHGKLV
Society from the many raciVW PRYHPHQWV RQ WKH IDU ULJKW ³WKH PRVW EDVLF SULQFLSOH RI WKH
                                                          
76 Augereau Heinsohn, Free Lunch and Boobus Americanus. (Boston: American Opinion, 1966), 1. 
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Society is that every man is to be treated and judged entirely as an individual, and not as a 
PHPEHURIVRPHJURXS´ 77  
 The rhetoric coming from Belmont grew increasingly open to the idea of civil rights 
reform, at least from an individualist perspective. No doubt public relations mattered to 
Welch and, aware of rising popular outrage at explicit racial bigotry, he made sure any attack 
on civil rights activism and legislation made a clear distLQFWLRQEHWZHHQ³FLYLOULJKWV´DVDQ
objective and the deceptive use of it by the Communists. In August 1965, the Society ran full-
SDJHDGVLQDQXPEHURIQHZVSDSHUVXQGHUWKHKHDGLQJ³:KDW¶V:URQJ:LWK&LYLO5LJKWV"´
The ad repeated many of the familiar accusations, but made a point of recognizing civil rights 
LWVHOIDVD³JRRGFDXVH´PHUHO\EHWUD\HGE\FRQQLYLQJ&RPPXQLVWV³7KHDQVZHULVQRWKLQJ
%XWWKHUHLVDJUHDWGHDOZURQJZLWKZKDWLVEHLQJGRQHWRGD\LQWKHQDPHRIFLYLOULJKWV´$
recommended reading list was included featuring the works of Stang, Allen, Lively, 
Rousselot and Welch himself.78 
 By far the most prolific African American contributor on the Belmont payroll was 
FRQVHUYDWLYH FRQYHUW *HRUJH 6DPXHO 6FKX\OHU :HOFK¶V SHUVRQDO ³H[SHUW´ RQ Communist 
LQILOWUDWLRQLQ$IULFDDVZHOODVFLYLOULJKWVLVVXHVDWKRPH³,KDGRSSRVHGDOOWKH0DUFKHVRQ
:DVKLQJWRQ DQG RWKHU PRE GHPRQVWUDWLRQV´ 6FKX\OHU ZURWH LQ KLV  DXWRELRJUDSK\
³UHFRJQL]LQJ WKHP DV SDUW RI WKH 5HG WHFKQLTXHV RI DJLWDWLRQ LQILOWUDWLRQ DQG VXEYHUVLRQ´
Schuyler grew up in Providence, Rhode Island and was confronted with de facto racial 
barriers from a Northern perspective rather than a Southern. Starting out as a left-wing 
intellectual, Schuyler became increasingly influenced by Booker T. Washington and, 
GLVLOOXVLRQHG ZLWK WKH SURPLVHV WKH /HIW KHOG IRU EODFNV FDPH WR HPEUDFH :DVKLQJWRQ¶V
                                                          
77 Epstein and Forster, 112-4; on Oliver and Carto, see Mintz (1983). 
78  “tŚĂƚ ?ƐtƌŽŶŐtŝƚŚŝǀŝůZŝŐŚƚƐ ? ?Palm Beach Post, October 31, 1965, 10; see also John H. Rousselot, Civil 
Rights: Communist Betrayal of a Good Cause (Belmont: American Opinion, 1965). 
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vision of self-realization of the black race, not through struggle or challenge of the authority 
of whites, but through following the white PDQ¶V H[DPSOH DQG DYDLOLQJ WKHPVHOYHV RI WKH
honest, color-blind capitalist system he established. Schuyler frequently criticized fellow 
African-Americans for petitioning the Federal government for compensatory action, instead 
of availing themselves of opportunities provided by the free market to improve themselves 
and their lot. Because of his outspoken Rightist views and vocal contempt for Civil Rights 
leaders like Martin Luther King, Schuyler eventually lost his job with the Pittsburgh Courier 
in 1966 and turned exclusively to addressing conservative audiences, at one point sharing a 
speaker platform with segregationist Sheriff Jim Clark of Selma, Alabama at a Birch Council 
dinner on December 4, 1965.79 
 
Fig. 10: George S. Schuyler debating civil rights leader Malcolm X in 1964 ± HULTON-DEUTSCH 
COLLECTION/CORBIS 
 
)RUWKHRFFDVLRQRI7KDQNVJLYLQJ6FKX\OHUZURWHDQHVVD\WLWOHG³)RU$PHULFD
/HW1HJURHV*LYH7KDQNV´ZKLFKZRXOGODWHUDSSHDULQAmerican Opinion. Schuyler decried 
the events in Watts and elsewhere and blasted black rioters and looters outright, lamenting 
                                                          
79 George S. Schuyler, Black and Conservative: The Autobiography of George S. Schuyler (New Rochelle, NY: 
Arlington House, 1966), 341. 
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³WKHJHQRFLGDOWKUHDWLQKHUHQWLQWKH0DU[LVWLGHRORJLFDODQGSK\VLFDOFKDOOHQJHVWRWKHERG\
SROLWLFLQJHQHUDODQGWKH1HJURPDVVLQSDUWLFXODU´:LWKRXWH[FHSWLRQWKH³EODFN0HQFNHQ´
± as he was often referred to ± blamed civil rights leaders such as Martin Luther King, James 
)DUPHU $ 3KLOLS 5DQGROSK %D\DUG 5XVWLQ -DPHV )RUPDQ -HVVH *UD\ 0DOFROP ; ³DQG
WKHLU ZKLWH FRXQWHUSDUWV´ IRU LQVWLJDWLQJ UHEHOOLRQ RYHU ³DOOHJHG 1HJUR GLVWHPpers and 
JULHYDQFHV´,QVWHDGKHFDOOHGIRUFRQVWUXFWLYHSDWULRWLVPDQGJUDWLWXGHDQGHPSKDVL]HGKRZ
African Americans were still better off than the vast masses behind the Iron Curtain, or their 
brothers and sisters on the African continent. Not unlike other Jim Crow apologists, Schuyler 
compared the lot of African Americans to that of the Irish and Italian immigrants in the 19th 
and early 20th FHQWXULHVH[SHULHQFLQJILHUFHGLVFULPLQDWLRQDQG³.QRZ1RWKLQJ´KDWUHGXQWLO
they had earned a fair shot to worN WKHLU ZD\ XS WKH ODGGHU ³/HW XV EH WKDQNIXO WKDW ZH
1HJURHVKDYHEHHQDEOHWRDFKLHYHSURPLQHQFHLQHYHU\ILHOGRIHQGHDYRU´KHUHMRLFHG³WKDW
ZHKDYHKDGWKHVWDPLQDHGXFDWLRQDQGHQWHUSULVHWRIRUJHDKHDGLQWKHZRUOG¶VPRVWH[FLWLQJ
and complex ciYLOL]DWLRQ´ VWUHVVLQJ WKURXJKRXW WKH HVVD\ EODFNV VKRXOG EH JUDWHIXO DQG
PLQGIXOWKDWWKHDGYDQFHVDOUHDG\PDGHZHUHWKHUHVXOWRIDFRRSHUDWLYHHIIRUW³DQLQWHUUDFLDO
HQWHUSULVH´80 $WWDFNLQJ-RKQVRQ¶V³:DURI3RYHUW\´LQLWLDWLYHV6FKX\OHUZURWH ³:KHUH once 
SRRU SHRSOH VKXQQHG DFFHSWDQFH RI FKDULW\ DV GHPHDQLQJ´ KH FRQFOXGHG ³WKH\ DUH QRZ
GHPDQGLQJLWDVDFLYLOULJKW´ 81  
 6FKX\OHU¶V UROH LQ WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\¶V WDNH RQ UDFH DQG FLYLO ULJKWV PHULWV PRUH
DWWHQWLRQ LQ LWV RZQ ULJKW 7KH ZULWHU¶V DOOLDQFe with Welch and the Birchers ± as well as 
SHUKDSV WKH GHSOR\PHQW RI VHYHUDO EODFN VSHDNHUV DQG ZULWHUV RQ EHKDOI RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
opposition to civil rights ± implies an important step in the development of modern 
                                                          
80 'ĞŽƌŐĞ^ĐŚƵǇůĞƌ ?  “&ŽƌŵĞƌŝĐĂ>ĞƚEĞŐƌŽĞƐ'ŝǀĞ dŚĂŶŬƐ ? ?^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?Žǆ  ? ?  “American Opinion 
dƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
81  “,ĞůůĨĂƌĞ ? ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?^ĐŚƵǇůĞƌWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶKƉŝŶŝŽŶdƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ ? ? 
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conservatism and race. When joining Daniel Bell and Richard Hofstadter in scrutinizing 
right-wing support initially for McCarthy and then the John Birch Society itself, Austrian-
born conservative intellectual Peter Viereck remarked a certain transition had been going on 
within right-wing thought. McCarthyism, and Birchism after it, seemed to move increasingly 
away from racial classification as a crucial criterion for inclusion/exclusion within/from 
SUHYDLOLQJ FRQFHSWLRQV RI ³$PHULFDQQHVV´ :LWK DQWL-Communism dominating post-war 
political culture, Viereck noticed the importance of racial purity increasingly gave way to a 
EURDGHUVHQVHRI³LGHRORJLFDO´FRQIRUPLW\ 
In the old days, racial and intellectual intolerance went hand in hand. Today racial and 
religious intolerance often decrease in proportion as intellectual intolerance increases. 
Since our vocabulary lacks any term for this new relationship, why not coin the word 
³WUDQVWROHUDQFH´"7UDQVWROHUDQFHJLYHVDOOUDFLDODQGUHOLJLRXVPLQRULWLHVWKHLUJORULRXV
democratic equality ± provided they accept mob conformity against all intellectual 
minorities.82 
9LHUHFN¶VDQDO\VLVLVLQWULJXLQJLISHUKDSVERUGHULQJRQWKHVLPSOLVWLF,WLVQHYHUWKHOHVVFOHDU
that a certain shift had been set in motion. Even a much more nuanced study like Gary 
*HUVWOH¶VODQGmark American Crucible traces an unmistakable, if frustrated struggle between 
DQ$PHULFDQ³UDFLDO´DQG³FLYLFQDWLRQDOLVP´ZLWKWKHODWWHUSURJUHVVLYHO\SRVLQJFKDOOHQJHV
to the former. The complex dynamics between racial exclusiveness and civic inclusiveness 
offer no clear path for the historian of the Right, and in an appropriately sober section on civil 
rights and civic nationalism, Gerstle illustrates compellingly how race has never been fully 
removed from the equation. So too the Birchers, betrayed strong, underlying racial and 
cultural assumptions, for instance when critiquing worldwide post-war decolonization 
struggles, openly siding with the white minority regimes in South Africa and Rhodesia, or 
                                                          
82 Peter Viereck, Unadjusted Man in the Age of Overadjustment: Where History and Literature Intersect 
(Edison, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2004), 219; Schuyler and Welch corresponded frequently, and were on 
cordial terms. Usually Welch wrote Schuyler to thank him for a written contribution or solicit a new piece, e.g. 
letter from Robert Welch to Schuyler, December 17, 1965, Schuyler PĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ
KƉŝŶŝŽŶ ? ?
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former colonial powers in Indonesia, Algeria and the Congo, on basis of alleged cultural 
superiority.83 
 Nevertheless, something remains to be said for the growing role of what Angela 
'LOODUG SXWV IRUZDUG DV ³PXOWLFXOWXUDO FRQVHUYDWLVP´ D ORRVH FROOHFWLRQ RI conservatisms 
increasingly liberated from a male WASP-dominated standard. Dillard includes an overview 
of black conservative voices, with Schuyler playing a not unimportant part, and perhaps 
ULJKWIXOO\ VR ,W LV GLIILFXOW WR JDXJH WR ZKDW H[WHQW WKH 6RFLHW\¶V LQFOXVLRQ RI EODFN YRLFHV
against civil rights was a merely tokenistic gesture, but Dillard makes a compelling case for 
Schuyler as a truly self-defined black conservative, venturing far beyond the mere repetition 
of pre-formulated conspiracy theories, but constructing his own complex value system, 
tailored for African American self-empowerment and peaceful integration. It would be 
SUREOHPDWLFWRFRQVLGHUWKH6RFLHW\¶VSRVLWLRQRQFLYLOULJKWVDVWUXO\³PXOWLFXOWXUDO´OHWDORQH
³SRVW-UDFLDO´ EXW ZLWK VFKRODUO\ LQWHUHVW LQ QRQ-traditional conservatism and libertarianism 
VWHDGLO\ RQ WKH ULVH LW LV ZRUWK QRWLQJ KRZ WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\¶V OLQNV ZLWK EODFN
conservatism has been significantly overlooked.84 
One of the most widely distributed pieces of Birch propaganda against civil rights was 
an 80-minute film called Anarchy, USA: In the Name of Civil Rights, produced in 1966. 
Public viewings were held around the country, primarily organized by TACT and other 
Birch-sponsored groups. Often viewers claimed they did not realize the film had been 
commissioned by the John Birch Society. The film opens with footage of the chaotic 
                                                          
83 Gary Gerstle, American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 2002), 270- ? ? ? ?ƐĞĞĂůƐŽŚĂƉƚĞƌ ? P “dŚĞŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞEĂƚŝŽŶ ? ? 
84 Angela Dillard, Guess tŚŽ ?ƐŽŵŝŶŐdŽŝŶŶĞƌEŽǁ ? PDƵůƚŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂůŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵŝŶŵĞƌŝĐĂ (New York: New 
York University Press, 2001), 60, see also, See also Sidney Blumenthal, The Rise of the Counter-Establishment: 
From Conservative Ideology to Political Power (New York: Harper & Row, 1988). 
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aftermath of the summer riots in Los Angeles, while an unidentified African-American 
adolescent warns the audience about violent riots in Inglewood, Los Angeles:  
We the Negro people down here have gotten completely fed up and you know what 
WKH\JRLQ¶GR WRQLJKW"7KH\JRLQ¶ WKH\QRWJRLQ¶ WKH\QRWJRLQ¶ ILJKWGRZQKHUHQR
PRUH<RXNQRZZKHUH WKH\JRLQ¶"7KH\DIWHU WKHZKLWHSHRSOHNow they after the 
ZKLWHSHRSOH7KH\JRLQ¶FRQJUHJDWH>«@ 7KH\JRLQ¶GRWKHZKLWHPDQLQWRQLJKW85 
$VWKHWLWOHVFUHHQDSSHDUVDQDUUDWRUH[SODLQVWKHFHQWUDOWKHPHRIDQDUFK\³WKHEUHDNGRZQ
of law and order; a chaotic reign of terror, mob rule and rioting; the collapse of government 
DXWKRULW\´,QDQRPLQRXVtone, the exposition continues: 
These phrases ring strange in the ears of Americans and for good reason. Through the 
\HDUV$PHULFDKDVVWRRGDVWKHZRUOG¶VV\PEROIRUODZDQGRUGHU2XUJRYHUQPHQWLV
responsive to the will of the people. Our courts and legislatures provide the mechanics 
for a peaceful redress for grievances, and the policeman on the corner has traditionally 
been looked upon as a friend, not as the instrument of a tyrant. Anarchy, well, that 
was always something we read about in our newspapers that was always happening in 
other countries. 
The rest of the film raced through scenes of urban violence and wove together the sense that 
lawlessness, instigated by a hidden collectivist, had been brought about deliberately as a step 
toward an inevitabOH0DU[LVWUHYROXWLRQ³'LYLGHWKHSHRSOHFUHDWHWKHDSSHDUDQFHRISRSXODU
support, neutralize the opposition, get the masses into motion by precipitating mob violence, 
FUHDWH WKH VHPEODQFH RI UHYROXWLRQ´ $GGLWLRQDO IRRWDJH ZDV VKRZQ RI ULRWV LQ +DUOHP
5RFKHVWHU1HZDUN3KLODGHOSKLD1HZ-HUVH\&KLFDJR&OHYHODQGDQGDJDLQ:DWWV³,WZDV
DV WKRXJK DQ XQVHHQ KDQG KDG JLYHQ WKH VLJQDO´ WKH FRPPHQWDWRU PXVHV WR XQOHDVK VXFK
³PRQVWURXVPDGQHVV´³7KLVWLPHLWZDVQ¶WDIRUHLJQFRXQWU\WKLVWLPHLWZDVAnarchy USA´ 
Subsequently, the film turns back towards street violence and claims the chaos caused 
E\ ERWK ³YLROHQW´ DQG ³QRQ-YLROHQW´ &LYLO 5LJKWV SURWHVWV KDG EHHQ DLPHG DW SURYRNLQJ
                                                          
85 Hidden Agenda, Vol.4: Anarchy USA: In the Name of Civil Rights, DVD, directed by G. Edward Griffin (1966; 
Los Angeles: UFO TV, 2004), the date to this quote reads August 12, 1965; the date to this quote reads August 
12, 1965; see  “ŝƌĐŚ&ŝůŵ,ŝƚƐZŝŐŚƚƐƌŝǀĞ ? ?Appleton Post-Crescent, October 22, 1966. 
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backlash amongst Southern racists and thus provided the federal JRYHUQPHQW ZLWK ³SROLFH
VWDWH SRZHUV´ WR VWHS LQ GLVUHJDUG VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV DQG LPSRVH D PLOLWDU\ KROG RQ WKH 6RXWK
³7KHQ DFFRUGLQJO\´ WKH YLHZHU LV WROG ³WKH )HGHUDO *RYHUQPHQW LQWHUYHQHG DQG D YLFLRXV
legislative step on the road to tyranny was enacted in the form of the Civil Rights Bill of 
´7KHVDPHFRQFOXVLRQIROORZVUHJDUGLQJWKH9RWLQJ5LJKWV$FWRIDQRWKHUWLQ\
VWHS LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI WKH &RPPXQLVWV¶ DOOHJHG XQGHUO\LQJ REMHFWLYH ³7KH JRDO RI WKH
international Communist conspiracy is world domination. They have so far been successful in 
accomplishing the step-by-VWHS REMHFWLYHV QHFHVVDU\ IRU UHDFKLQJ WKDW JRDO´ ,Q $PHULFD
PRUHVSHFLILFDOO\WKHILOPUHFRJQL]HG³7ZR5HYROXWLRQVDW2QFH´ 
A revolution of a supposedly oppressed proletariat or working class against a 
capitalistic system that is supposed to braid waged slavery, unemployment, poverty, 
crises and war. The second revolution is a revolt of the supposedly poor and 
oppressed Negroes of the Black Belt against the supposed lynching, segregation, 
social ostracism and exploitation of the white man. 
Post-war demographic developments and specifically African American migration into 
Northern cities continued to contribute to racial tensions. Rapid suburbanization and the 
disproportionate exodus of whites from the racially more diverse urban centers to more 
homogenous suburban and exurban centers ± RU ³ZKLWH IOLJKW´ ± exacerbated the financial 
health and living conditions in the inner cities. Urban renewal, police brutality, political 
exclusion and severe economic inequality increased tensions within urban communities. The 
emergence of the New Left, including that of civil rights leaders like Stokely Carmichael at 
SNCC and Huey Newton and the Black Panthers, reflected a growing impatience with liberal 
reform and exacerbated social tensions. In 1967, the cities of Newark, Detroit and Toledo, 
Ohio fell to violent rioting and clashes with law enforcement, further undermining popular 
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support of civil rights initiatives nationwide and opening up prospects for conservatives to 
exploit the growing alienation.86 
Considering the growing backlash against radicalized civil rights groups and urban 
conflict, it became evidently crucial for the Birchers to solidify perceived connections 
between the various streams of resistance and virtually equate integrationist, non-violent 
factions with more radical instances. This had obviously been a well-established strategy in 
the past ± HJ&OHQQRQ.LQJDQGWKH1$$&3RU(DUO/LYHO\¶VGLDWULEHDJDLQVW0DUWLQ/XWKHU
King ± and the Birchers merely stepped up its approach toward the latter stages of the decade. 
Martin Luther King remained a primary target as TACT committees distributed leaflets and 
organized talks linking the civil rights leader to Communist agitators. ³0U 1RQ-YLROHQFH´
WKH\FODLPHGHQWHUWDLQHG³FORVHFRQQHFWLRQVZLWK&RPPXQLVWV´ OLNH%D\DUG5XVWLQ+XQWHU
3LWWV 2¶'HOO %HWWLQD $SWKHNHU DQG .DUO %UDGHQ &RPPLWWHHV FLUFXODWHG RXWWDNHV IURP )%,
files on King and other civil rights leaders, as well as Gar\$OOHQDQG$ODQ6WDQJ¶V³H[SRVpV´
RQ WKH FLYLO ULJKWV OHDGHU 2QH SDUWLFXODU SLHFH RI ³HYLGHQFH´ WKDW SURYHG SRSXODU ZDV D
picture of King attending a leadership seminar at Highlander Falk School in Monteagle, 
Tennessee in September 1957. Edwin Friend, a Georgia Klansman, had taken the picture, 
after which the segregationist Georgia Commission of Education distributed it as proof of 
.LQJDWWHQGLQJD³&RPPXQLVWWUDLQLQJVFKRRO´7KRXJKWKH)%,WKRURXJKO\LQYHVWLJDWHGDQG
falsified the charges, the picture maintained a spectacular circulation among right-wing 
circles.87 (YHQ DIWHU .LQJ¶V DVVDVVLQDWLRQ WKH 6RFLHW\ UHIXVHG WR UHFRQVLGHU LWV DFFXVDWLRQV
                                                          
86 See Max A. Herman. Fighting in the Streets: Ethnic Succession and Urban Unrest in Twentieth Century 
America (New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2005); Kevin J. Mumford, Newark: A History Race, Rights, and Riots 
in America (New York: New York University Press, 2008); David A. Goldberg and Trevor Griffey, Black Power at 
Work: Community Control, Affirmative Action, and the Construction Industry (Ithaca, NY: ILR Press, 2010). 
87  “DĂƌƚŝŶ >ƵƚŚĞƌ <ŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ,ŝƐ ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚ ĨĨŝůŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ ? ? dd  ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚ ) ? DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚ DĞŝĞƌ ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? Žǆ  ? ? ?
folder 10.  
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DQGFRPPHQWLQJRQ WKH5R[EXU\ ULRWV LQ%RVWRQ IROORZLQJ.LQJ¶VGHDWK*HRUJH6FKX\OHU
posthumously blasted thHFLYLOULJKWV³DJLWDWRU´IRUOHDYLQJDOHJDF\RIKDWUHGDQGYLROHQFH88 
The turbulent year of 1968 turned out to be pivotal for the American right wing. The 
assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert F. Kennedy not only left millions in 
mourning, but added to a profound sense that the nation had been sidetracked by war, 
violence, discord, a growing generational divide and the failed promise of liberal reform. As 
will be shown in the following section, the John Birch Society would continue to make its 
presence felt politically not just through the lens of race and civil rights, but through the 
construction of a sophisticated assault on the liberal order consisting of various interlinked 
issues. So too, it continued to link up racial tensions with a variety of conservative talking 
points appealing to an increasingly uneasy electorate. In the summer issue of American 
Opinion, contributor Hans Sennholz, a classical liberal follower of Ludwig von Mises, 
connected the dots following the particularly chaotic events surrounding the Democratic 
1DWLRQDO&RQYHQWLRQLQ&KLFDJR³:HDUHall only too aware that from the summer of 1967 
through the spring of 1968 the Communists have shifted their street revolution into high 
JHDU´6HQQKRO]ZURWH³LQWKHLU LQFUHDVLQJO\VXFFHVVIXOHIIRUWV WRIRUFHJHQHUDO LQVXUUHFWLRQ
LQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV´4uoting ultra-conservative James Utt, the article attacked liberals and 
UDGLFDO FLYLO ULJKWV SURWHVWHUV XQGHU WKH VDPH XPEUHOOD GLVPLVVLQJ WKH ³GRFWULQH RI µQRQ-
YLROHQFH¶DVSKRQ\DVDWKUHHGROODUELOO´DQGQRWKLQJPRUHWKDQD/HQLQLVWWDFWLFWR³GLVUXSW
JRYHUQPHQWDQGVRFLHW\´6HQQKRO]FRQFOXGHG$PHULFDQVKDGEHHQSUHVHQWHGZLWK³WZRIDOVH
DOWHUQDWLYHVIURPZKLFKWRFKRRVH´LH³%UDQG;´RU³SURYRFDWLYHQRQ-violence promoted by 
WKH ODWH 0DUWLQ /XWKHU .LQJ´ DQG ³%UDQG <´ RU ³WKH ILHU\ GHVWUXFWLRQ OHG Ey Stokely 
                                                          
88 George Schuyler  “ZŝŽƚŽƵƐdŝŵĞ ŝŶŽƐƚŽŶ ? ? ŝŶThe Review of the News 3.24 (June 1968), 26; Michael W. 
Flamm, Law and Order: Street Crime, Civil Unrest, and the Crisis of Liberalism in the 1960s (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2007). 
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&DUPLFKDHO´)XUWKHUPRUHWKHSLHFHFODLPHG$IULFDQ$PHULFDQVWKHPVHOYHVZHUHLQIDFWWKH
RQHVZKR³KDYHDQGZLOO VXIIHUPRVW IURPWKHVHUHYROXWLRQDU\DFWLYLWLHV´ZKLOH WKHIHGHUDO
JRYHUQPHQWPHUHO\KLGEHKLQG-RKQVRQ¶V5LRW&RPPLVVLRQZKLFK³blamed the upheavals on 
µSRYHUW\¶ DQG µZKLWH UDFLVP¶ DQG H[RQHUDWHG ORRWHUV DUVRQLVWV DQG PXUGHUHUV IURP DOO
EODPH´89 
 
III. Conclusion 
³5LRWV GRQ¶W MXVW KDSSHQ´ FRQVHUYDWLYH DFWLYLVW DQG 5HSXEOLFDQ VWUDWHJLVW 3K\OOLV 6FKODIO\
observed in her 1967 book Safe ± Not Sorry ³WKH\ DUH RUJDQL]HG E\ RXWVLGH DJLWDWRUV DQG
armed guerillas, by various civil rights and New Left groups saturated with Communists and 
pro-&RPPXQLVWV´90  Undeniably, the 1960s oversaw the escalation of demands for equal 
rights and an end to racial discrimination, which in turn spilled over into independent, yet 
concomitant social justice movements challenging the societal status quo on matters of 
gender inequality, sexual orientation, religious and cultural norms, Cold War foreign policy, 
corporate capitalism and environmentalism. At the same time, race provided a powerful 
rallying point for conservatives to present a nationally viable counteroffensive on liberalism, 
bringing conservative Republicans and Southern Democrats together under the banner of 
*ROGZDWHU¶V FDPSDLJQ LQ  3RSXOLVW Uight-wingers like Ronald Reagan and George 
Wallace took advantage of the growing sense of disorder emanating from civil rights 
conflicts and appealed to voters disillusioned with liberal policies directly affecting them and 
their communities. In 1966, Californians would turn to the candidate that made the 
connections between urban unrest, left-wing student protests and redistributionist policies, 
                                                          
89 ,ĂŶƐ^ĞŶŶŚŽůǌ ? “ŵĞƌŝĐĂ PdŚĞƵĚŐĞƚŶĚŽŵŝŶŐĂƚĂƐƚƌŽƉŚĞ ? ?American Opinion 11.7 (July-August 1968), 
11-12, 18, 20. 
90 Phyllis Schlafly, Safe  W Not Sorry (Alton, IL: Pere Marquette Press, 1967), 23. 
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using a clever strategy of racial coding. Richard Nixon wooed disenchanted whites through 
³benign neglect´ delaying of court orders of school busing and integration and a 
VRSKLVWLFDWHG ³6RXWKHUQ 6WUDWHJ\´ GHDOLQJ D SHUPDQHQW EORZ WR WKH 'HPRFUDWV¶ KROG RQ
Dixie. Sun Belt conservatism had swept the nation.91 
 The seeds of conservative amalgamation with anti-integrationist thought and defense 
of the racial status quo ± or at least the tempering of government-sponsored measures to 
counteract that status quo ± had been present well before conservatives found unity as a 
movement. However, gaining national prominence at a crucial time in the history of civil 
rights, the John Birch Society could use its growing grassroots presence to exploit inherently 
conservative attitudes to race and socioeconomic equality early on, and thus expand its reach 
DFURVVWKHFRXQWU\7KRXJKWKH6RFLHW\¶VSRVLWLRQZLWKLQWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHILHOGZRXOGUHPDLQ
problematic, its solutions to racial inequality combined a conspiracist fixation on Communist 
agitation and infiltration with essentially conservative appeals to constitutionalism, classical 
liberal views regarding government intervention in the market and increasingly social issues 
such as law and order. 3URSDJDQGD SXW IRUZDUG E\ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V OHDGHUVKLS DV ZHOO DV LWV
organized membership more often than not relied on palatable, conservative concerns ± 
federal overreach, fiscal responsibility, self-determination, property rights and civility ± and 
would enable Birchers to weigh in on political debates and steer especially the Republican 
party rightward. 
                                                          
91 Matthew D. Lassiter, The Silent Majority: Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt South (Princeton and Oxford: 
Princeton University Press, 2007). 
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&KDSWHU$*UDQG2OG3XUJH7KH,VVXHRIµ([WUHPLVP¶DQGWKH&RQVHUYDWLYH&DSWXUHRI
the Republican Party, 1962-1964  
 
%DUU\ *ROGZDWHU¶V QRPLQDWLRQ LQ  IXQGDPHQWDOO\ UHVKDSHG WKH KLVWRU\ RI PRGHUQ 86
FRQVHUYDWLVPDQGLWLVLPSRVVLEOHWRLPDJLQHWKH6HQDWRU¶VFDPSDLJQLQFOXGLQJWKHJUDVVURRWV
mobilization behind him without the John Birch Society. At no other point in its history 
would the JBS enjoy more visibility and growth, or receive more virulent criticism and public 
ULGLFXOHDVZKHQWKHFRQVHUYDWLYH5HSXEOLFDQVHFXUHGKLVSDUW\¶VQRPLQDWLRQIRU3UHVLGHQW
only to suffer a landslide defeat to Lyndon Johnson. Since the Eisenhower controversy and 
WKH %LUFKHUV¶ LQLWLDO PRELOL]DWLRQ HIIRUWV 5REHUW :HOFK¶V HGXFDWLRQDO RUJDQL]DWLRQ KDG
continued to attract new members, expand its infrastructure and maintain an iconic presence 
on the national stage. From Bob Dylan to Dr. Strangelove, the Birchers through their 
unrelenting alarmism and incessant, idiosyncratic moral crusading had carved their niche in 
&ROG :DU SRSXODU FXOWXUH %HVLGHV LQYLWLQJ VDWLUH WKH LPDJHV RI ³H[WUHPLVP´ DQG RI D
UDPSDQW ³UDGLFDO´ ULJKW FRPPRQO\ DVVociated with the Birchers, unsettled the political 
establishment sufficiently to accelerate its attacks on the JBS. Commentators sought either to 
boot the organization out of the political mainstream altogether or to sink the whole 
conservative movement by GUDZLQJ FOHDU DVVRFLDWLRQV ZLWK :HOFK¶V FRQWURYHUVLDO
organization. 
7KH FRQQHFWLRQV EHWZHHQ WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DQG *ROGZDWHU¶V FRQWURYHUVLDO DQG
ultimately unsuccessful run for the White House are diverse and important. The centrality of 
the Goldwater campaign to the rise of modern conservatism has become a broadly recognized 
DQGHPSKDVL]HGIHDWXUHZLWKLQWKHKLVWRULRJUDSK\RIWKH5LJKW³,I WKHUHKDGEHHQQR%DUU\
*ROGZDWHU WKHUH FRXOG KDYH EHHQ QR 5RQDOG 5HDJDQ´ 0DU\ %UHQQDQ REVHUYHV LQ KHU
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overview worN RQ WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ 3DUW\¶V HYROXWLRQ WKURXJKRXW WKH V 1  Biographer 
5REHUW*ROGEHUJKDVQRWHGKRZWKH$UL]RQD6HQDWRU¶VEOXQW\HWFRORUIXOSHUVRQDOLW\HQDEOHG
him to appeal to a large right-wing base and take the Republican Party to the right, and 
exercise a continuing influence on contemporary politics despite his disastrous defeat in 
1964.2  3ROLWLFDO MRXUQDOLVW 5LFN 3HUOVWHLQ KDV XVHG WKH SHULRG IURP *ROGZDWHU¶V ILUVW UH-
election as Senator to his failed presidential campaign (1958-1964) as a lens to investigate the 
FRQVHUYDWLYHV¶ ULVH WR SRZHU ZLWKLQ WKH *23 DQG WKH XQGRLQJ RI WKH OLEHUDO FRQVHQVXV
singling out the charismatic Senator as the key figure that could harness the energy and 
dedication of a new generation of right-wing activists. After all, the 1964 convention 
launched the political career of Ronald Reagan, who delivered his keynote address, ³$7LPH
for Choosing,´LQVXSSRUWRI*ROGZDWHU¶VVWDXQFKFRQVHUYDWLYHSHUVRQD Goldwater could do 
as a candidate what the Birch Society had been doing as an educational organization. Beyond 
WKHILJXUHRI*ROGZDWHUKLPVHOI WKH$UL]RQDQ¶VQRPLQDWLRQGULYHKDVEHHQKLJKOLJKWHGDVD
revolutionary development for the American Right.3 For William Rusher, 1964 has remained 
³WKHPRVWLPSRUWDQWDQGWUXO\VHPLQDO year for American conservatism since the founding of 
National Review LQ ´ $V 5XVKHU PDLQWDLQHG LQ The Rise of the Right, the Draft 
Goldwater initiative introduced innovative methods to raise funds and construct vital 
networks across the country, while the enthusiasm and discipline of thousands of Goldwater 
supporters on the ground helped turn a maturing conservative political theory into a full-
fledged political movement.4 
                                                          
1 Mary Brennan, Turning Right in the Sixties: The Conservative Capture of the GOP (Chapell Hill & London: 
University of Carolina Press, 1995), 141. 
2 Robert Alan Goldberg, Barry Goldwater (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995). 
3 Rick Perlstein, Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking of the American Consensus (New York: 
Hill and Wang, 2001). 
4 William A. Rusher, The Rise of the Right (New York: William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1984), 161, 177. 
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 On various levels, the JBS and its membership had a significant impact on the 
FRQVHUYDWLYHFRQVROLGDWLRQRIWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\DVHSLWRPL]HGE\*ROGZDWHU¶VULVH0RVW
conspicuously, the mobilization efforts of individual Birchers helped shift the party 
rightward, both through infiltrating volunteer groups ± most notably in California ± and by 
forcing fellow conservatives to aggressively defend their values from liberal and moderate 
attacks within the party. The role of the Birchers with regard to the consolidation and 
emergence of a conservative electoral bloc was inherently paradoxical, as the Society 
formally refrained from interfering with partisan politics and focused exclusively on anti-
Communist education. Naturally, the fierce campaigns Welch designed or approved for his 
loyal followers carried strong political implications and more often than not targeted specific 
SROLWLFDORXWFRPHV³:HVKDOOKDYH WRXVHSROLWLFLDQVsupport politicians, create politicians, 
and help the best ones we can find to get HOHFWHG´ Welch had declared in his founding 
oration, while urging future members to infiltrate local organizations like school boards and 
PTAs. Though the Society claimed to stay outside electoral strife, the many connections its 
individual members shared with partisan politics, especially the Republican Party, made that 
claim problematic.5 
 7R EH VXUH *ROGZDWHU¶V KRSHV IRU HOHFWLRQ ZHUH IDWDOO\ GDPDJHG E\ WKH LVVXH RI
extremism, and therefore by the image of the John Birch Society as a racist or authoritarian 
organization. Liberal Republican Senator Tom Kuchel openly refused to campaign for 
*ROGZDWHU DQG GD\V EHIRUH WKH HOHFWLRQ ODVKHG RXW DW WKH -%6 IRU EHLQJ D ³QHR-Fascist 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ´LQDVSHHFKWRWKH&ROXPELD<RXQJ5HSXEOLFDQV&OXE6 Jonathan Schoenwald 
KLJKOLJKWV WKHHOHFWLRQDV WKHEUHDNLQJSRLQWDIWHUZKLFKD5HSXEOLFDQ³SRSXODUIURQW´
                                                          
5 Robert Welch, Blue Book, 95. 
6 ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌ&ƌŝĞĚƌŝĐŚƐ ? “<ƵĐŚĞů ůĂƐƚƐŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇƐ ‘&ĂƐĐŝƐƚƐ ? ?ůĞƌƚƐZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶůƵďdŽZĂĚŝĐĂůƐ ?dŚƌĞĂƚ ? ?
Columbia Daily Spectator, October 28, 1964, 4. 
165 
 
 
 
EHWZHHQ PRGHUDWHV ³UHVSHFWDEOH´ FRQVHUYDWLYHV DQG ³H[WUHPLVW´ ULJKW-wingers no longer 
remained viable. In a way, Schoenwald argues, the Birchers sufficiently polarized the 
political culture for the conservative movement to reinvent itself and emerge as an electable 
DOWHUQDWLYH WR OLEHUDOLVP DQG ³PRGHUQ´ 5HSXEOLFDQLVP RI ZKLFK 5RQDOG 5HDJDQ ZRXOG
become the primary example. It is however equally important to stress how the JBS and the 
issue of extremism actually contributed to the conservative consolidation that led up to 
*ROGZDWHU¶VQRPLQDWLRQ)LUVWRIDOOWKHIDLOHGDWWHPSWOHGE\WKHNational Review to isolate 
Welch from his own membership and undermine WKH 6RFLHW\¶V JURZWK VXJJHVWV
FRQVHUYDWLYHVZHUHQRWJHQHUDOO\UHDG\WRSULRULWL]HSXUJLQJWKH³NRRNV´WRWKHLU5LJKWZKLOH
they felt underrepresented in a major political party. On the contrary, the fact that the 
Goldwater campaign allowed for such colluVLRQ EHWZHHQ ³PDLQVWUHDP´ RU ³UHVSHFWDEOH´
conservatives and Birchers and Southern segregationists illustrated how reservations towards 
civil rights reform, the United Nations, controversial decisions by the Supreme Court, etc. 
could be shared across a wider spectrum, ranging from white supremacist resistance to 
libertarian opposition to federal intervention in the marketplace. The Birchers were a perfect 
example of how even far-reaching conspiratorial opposition to civil rights could blend with a 
constitutLRQDOLVW ³FRORUEOLQG´ DSSURDFK WR UDFLDO LQHTXDOLW\ $V D UHVXOW WKH ³PDLQVWUHDP´
YHUVXV³H[WUHPLVW´GLFKRWRP\UHPDLQHGUHODWLYHLQDQGFRQVHUYDWLYHVZHUHHDJHUWRILQG
common ground to achieve their goals.7 
  One of the primary challenges for the burgeoning conservative movement was to 
ZUHVW FRQWURO RI WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ 3DUW\ DZD\ IURP WKH ³(DVWHUQ (VWDEOLVKPHQW´ DQG WKH
moderate and liberal forces that dominated its agenda. Establishment Republicans wary of a 
right-wing takeover turned to the Birchers as a scapegoat to try and break the conservative 
                                                          
7 Jonathan Schoenwald, A Time for Choosing: The Rise of Modern American Conservatism (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2002), 70, 125. 
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rebellion, which initially had an adverse effect. The extremism issue encouraged 
conservatives to go on the counteroffensive. When the Rockefellers, Scrantons, Romneys, 
Nixons and Eisenhowers of the party, who symbolized for conservatives their perceived 
exclusion from power, attacked the JBS as a harmful appendix of the right, they were forced 
to defend their positions on social, racial, economic and foreign issues. Even Goldwater 
KLPVHOI GHIHQGHG WKH ³H[WUHPLVWV´ DQG WKHLU GHVLUH WR VHH FRQVHUYDWLYHV JDLQ D IRRWKROG
ZLWKLQWKHSDUW\HVWDEOLVKPHQWDQGEH\RQGWKHORFDOOHYHO)URPWKH%LUFKHUV¶SRLQWRIYLHZ
liberals and moderates were duped into smuggling left-wing radicalism into the political 
mainstream and had to be purged from the party.8 
 
I. A Failed Purge: Robert Welch and the National Review 
From 1960 onward, the Birch Society had been a thorn in the side of William 
Buckley. The man behind the National Review had with great concern observed the general 
RXWUDJH RYHU :HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDWRULDO DOOHJDWLRQV DQG ZLOG-eyed alarmism ± especially the 
IDOORXW RYHU WKH ODWWHU¶V DOOHJDWLRQV WRZDUGV 'ZLJKW (LVHQKRZHU 8QVXUSULVLQJO\ %XFNOH\
began to wonder if it was worthwhile accommodating the Birchers within the wider 
                                                          
8 ^ŚĞŝůĂŚ <ŽĞƉƉĞŶ ?  “dŚĞ ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶ ZĂĚŝĐĂů ZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, 382.1 (March 1969), 73-82; see also Kurt Schuparra, Triumph of the Right: The Rise of the California 
Conservative Movement: 1945-1966 (Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, 1998); Michael Rogin, The Intellectuals and 
McCarthy: The Radical Specter (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1967); Nicola Rae, The Decline and Fall of the 
Liberal Republicans: From 1952 to the Present (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989); Jack Bass and Walter 
De Vries, The Transformation of Southern Politics: Social Change and Political Consequence Since 1945 (Athens, 
GA: University of Georgia Press, 1995); David Reinhard, The Republican Right Since 1945 (Lexington: University 
of Kentucky Press, 1983); Niels Bjerre-Poulsen, Right Face: Organizing the American Conservative Movement, 
1945-65 (Copenhagen: Museum Tuscalanum Press, 2002); Geoffrey Kabaservice, Rule and Ruin: The Downfall 
of Moderation and the Destruction of the Republican Party, From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2012). 
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conservative spectrum. He dreaded the thought of internal strife, yet handing his political 
opponents the opportunity to turn Welch and his followers into an embarrassment of the 
Right seemed a gloomier prospect. In early 1962, he met with a number of right-wing 
luminaries, including Bill Baroody, Kirk Russell, and Goldwater in Palm Beach, Florida to 
GLVFXVVWKH³%LUFKTXHVWLRQ´*ROGZDWHUKDGEHFRPHDJLWDWHGE\WKH%LUFKHUVDQGIRXQGWKHLU
unyielding conspiracism disturbing, but remained reluctant to risk alienating key voters in his 
home state and the Southwest.9 
When the controversy around Robert Welch and his allegations towards Eisenhower 
became public knowledge, Buckley was frightened that the JBS would tarnish the cause of 
FRQVHUYDWLVPDQGZLWK*ROGZDWHU¶VVWDU ULVLQJKHZDVGHWHUPLQHG WRGHIXVH:HOFK OHVW WKH
IXWXUHFDQGLGDWHEHGDPDJHGLQ$V%XFNOH\¶VELRJUDSKHU-RKQ-XGLVH[SODLQVE\
%XFNOH\ ZDV ³EHJLQQLQJ WRZRUU\ WKDW ZLWK WKH 6RFLHW\JUowing so rapidly, the right-wing 
upsurge in the country would take an ugly, even Fascist turn rather than leading toward the 
kind of conservatism National Review KDG SURPRWHG´ 10  What is more, he and other 
FRQVHUYDWLYHV ZHUH ZRUULHG WKDW :HOFK¶V 0F&DUWK\LWH alarmism would actually help 
Communists by damaging the anti-FRPPXQLVWPRYHPHQW¶VFUHGLELOLW\The result was a first, 
cautious repudiation of Welch rather than the entire JBS. In fact, Buckley praised the 
6RFLHW\¶V PHPEHUVKLS IRU DFFRPPRGDWLQJ ³VRPH RI Whe most morally energetic, self-
sacrificing and dedicated anti-&RPPXQLVWV LQ $PHULFD´ 2Q :HOFK WKH HGLWRULDO ZDV
VLJQLILFDQWO\KDUVKHU ³5REHUW:HOFK LV GDPDJLQJ WKHFDXVHRI DQWL-&RPPXQLVP´%XFNOH\
wrote. Eager not to alienate the Birch founder unnecessarily, Buckley had sent Welch a 
                                                          
9 tŝůůŝĂŵ & ? ƵĐŬůĞǇ ? :ƌ ? ?  “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ ? ƚŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ĂŶĚ DĞ ? ?Commentary, March 1, 2008, 
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/article/goldwater-the-john-birch-society-and-me/ [accessed 26 May 
2013]. 
10 John B. Judis, William F. Buckley, Jr.: Patron Saint of the Conservatives (New York: Simon and Schuster, 
1988), 195. 
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private letter beforehand to try and convince him to either step down or temper his 
FRQVSLUDWRULDOWLUDGHVDOOWRQRDYDLO³0U:HOFK´%XFNOH\FRQWLQXHG³KDVUHYLYHGLQPDQ\
men the spirit of patriotism, and that same spirit now calls for rejecting, out of love of truth 
DQG FRXQWU\ KLV IDOVH FRXQVHOV´11 Goldwater, as well as Texas Republican Senator John 
Tower agreed cautiously. Shortly after, Buckley denounced Welch at a Princeton seminar, 
dismissing his leadership as ³WHUULEO\PLVJXLGHG´12 In the same week, Russell Kirk expressed 
KLVSHUVRQDODGPLUDWLRQ IRU:HOFKDV D³OLNHDEOHKRQHVW FRXUDJHRXV HQHUJHWLFPDQ´ZKR
³E\VLOOLQHVVDQG LQMXVWLFHRIXWWHUDQFH´KDGQHYHUWKHOHVVEHFRPH WKH³NLVVRIGHDWK´ WR WKH
right and should no longer be taken seriously as a conservative leader.13 
 
Fig. 11: In his 2002 monograph on Buckley, JBS President John McManus accuses the conservative 
leader of betraying the cause by gradually marginalizing the Birchers and expulsing them from the right. 
 
                                                          
11  “dŚĞYƵĞƐƚŝŽŶŽĨZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? ?National Review, February 13, 1962, 83. 
12  “dŽǁĞƌ,ŝƚƐŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?New York Times, February 17, 1962, 20. 
13 :ĂŵĞƐZĞƐƚŽŶ ? “dŚĞ'KWdĂŬĞƐKŶƚŚĞtĞůĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, February 13, 1962, A5. 
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The attack, aimed at isolating Welch within his own organization, achieved mixed 
results. Welch had financially supported Buckley in starting the National Review (NR), and 
called on his followers to subscribe. After reading the editorial, JBS chapter leader and small 
business owner John R. Miles of Milwaukee wrote National Council member T. Coleman 
Andrews to express his support for their leader. Miles reported he had promptly cancelled his 
subscription to the NR, and pledged an extra $1,000 to the Society to become a full life 
member.14 Even before the NR article was published, Buckley had made critical comments to 
select conservative audiences in Los Angeles and Houston, both significant hubs of Birch 
activity. The retired Gen. Charles B. Stone, who also served on the Council, wrote Buckley a 
OHWWHUKHIRUZDUGHGWR$QGUHZVDQG:HOFKWRFRQIURQWKLPGLUHFWO\³3OHDVH>«@UHIUDLQIURP
slamming these folks in the nose, so to speak, by disparaging their leader whom they may not 
always agree with 100%, or all of the time, but who are convinced that we would not have an 
HIIHFWLYHRUJDQL]DWLRQH[FHSWIRUKLVOHDGHUVKLS´ 15 
 Welch responded with caution, but became immediately convinced the string of 
attacks were part of the same Communist-coordinated strategy that had targeted the JBS two 
\HDUVEHIRUH ,QKLV UHSO\ WR6WRQHKHDVVXUHGKLV IULHQG WKHDWWDFNZDV³PHUHO\RQHRI the 
surface parts of a huge, many-fingered, and to some extent organized campaign, not just to 
discredit and get rid of me, but actually to destroy The John Birch Society or at least reduce it 
to the level of another innocuous and frustrated debating sociHW\´1HYHUWKHOHVV:HOFKGLG
not see the time as fit to break with Buckley and the NR and isolate himself and the Society, 
which he was sure was exactly what Buckley, and the Communist conspiracy behind him, 
were hoping for: 
                                                          
14 Letter from John Miles to T. Coleman Andrews, February 23, 1962, T. Coleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “&ŽůĚĞƌ ? ? ?^ƉĞĐŝĂůDĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ Division, University of Oregon. 
15 Letter from Charles Stone to William Buckley, January, 29, 1962, Ibid. 
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Although I am bringing one aspect of the present attack out into the open in our 
February bulletin ± but without mentioning any names or doing anything to increase 
the friction ± I shall do all I can to avoid any open break with Buckley from my side, 
and we shall certainly continue to support both his magazine, NATIONAL REVIEW, 
and any other worthwhile anti-Communist efforts engaged in by him and his 
associates.16 
%XFNOH\ ZKR DUJXDEO\ ZDV MXVW DV DQ[LRXV WR OLPLW WKH %LUFKHUV¶ QHJDWLYH HIIHFW RQ
moderates as he was concerned with losing the support of highly motivated conservatives 
within the organization, ostentatiously tried to isolate Welch from his members, but in his 
IDLOXUHXQGHUHVWLPDWHGWKH6RFLHW\¶VFRKHVLRQ7KH6RFLHW\¶VKHDGTXDUWHUVVWDUWHGWR UHFHLYH
countless letters from members expressing their support for the Birch leader. A George Cull 
IURP 3HHNVNLOO 1HZ <RUN ZURWH WR $QGUHZV VD\LQJ  ³1HDUO\ HYHU\RQH UHDGV National 
Review >«@DQGWKH\DOODUHVWURQJIRU*ROGZDWHUDQG7RZHUV>VLF@2QHFRXSOHZDVWROGE\
their priest that Buckley is right etc. They all saw the films of Mr. Robert Welch. They all 
VWLOO MRLQHG7KH -RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\´17 Elizabeth R. Benning of Atlanta wrote JBS Council 
PHPEHU7RP$QGHUVRQ³WRH[SUHVVP\GHHSHVWUHVSHFWIRUDQGOR\DOW\WR0U5REHUW:HOFK´
aQG GHFULHG WKH ³DVVDXOWV FRPLQJ IURP XQH[SHFWHG VRXUFHV´ $V IRU :HOFK¶V OHDGHUVKLS
%HQQLQJSURFODLPHG³,FDQQRWEHOLHYHWKDWWKHUHFRXOGEHDQ\real question in the minds of 
WKH &RXQFLO PHPEHUV UHJDUGLQJ WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI 0U :HOFK¶V UHPDLQLQJ DV KHDG Rf the 
6RFLHW\´ 18 
 :LWKLQWKH-%6&RXQFLOFKDOOHQJHVWR:HOFK¶VOHDGHUVKLSZHUHUDUHEXWQRWunheard 
of. Clarence Manion, who would become a major force behind the Draft Goldwater 
movement, openly dissented with Welch over Eisenhower and the Warren impeachment 
drive, yet did not distance himself from the Society until after the 1964 election, saying he 
³UHIXVHGWRUXQRXWRQWKHVHOIOHVV WKRXVDQGVZKRKDYHIRXQG>WKH-%6@DUDOO\LQJSRLQWIRU
                                                          
16 Letter from Robert Welch to Charles Stone, January 31, 1962, Ibid. 
17 Letter from George Cull to T. Coleman Andrews, February 10, 1962, ibid. 
18 Letter from Elizabeth Benning to Tom Anderson, February 10, 1962, ibid. 
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µULJKW¶WKRXJKWDQGDFWLRQZKHQERWKDUHVREDGO\QHHGHG´19 Council member and California 
physician Granville Knight in late November wrote General Edwin Walker to ask him, 
unsuccessfully, to succeed Welch as soon as he FRXOGEHFRQYLQFHGWRVWHSGRZQ³,KDYHWROG
Bob Welch, as have others, that he should retire into the background and attain [sic] a 
national figure willing and able to be in the forefront of The John Birch Society movement. 
<RXPD\EH WKDWPDQ´20 Council members often reminded each other they did not have to 
DJUHH ZLWK :HOFK RQ HYHU\WKLQJ DV ORQJ DV KLV OHDGHUVKLS GLG QRW GDPDJH WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
overall interests. Ben MacMillan found himself discussing the matter with Andrews, and 
concluded the Society stiOOSURILWHGPRUHWKDQLWVXIIHUHGIURP:HOFK¶VOHDGHUVKLS0DFPLOODQ
VWLOO FRQFHGHG ³:H ZKR ZHUH DW ,QGLDQDSROLV NQRZ IXOO ZHOO WKDW %RE¶V VWDWHPHQW ZLWK
respect to Eisenhower was never accepted by those present and was never a part of The John 
Birch SociHW\E\VSHFLILFDFWLRQDWWKDWWLPH´ 21 
 In the meantime, Buckley and the NR continued receiving a myriad of angry letters 
that defended Welch and the Society, along with an alarming rate of subscription 
cancellations. Conservative non-Bircher Annalee Stratemeyer of Winter Park, Florida sent an 
open letter to Buckley, and carbon copies to Senator Goldwater, Richard Nixon, Walter Judd 
DQGRWKHU³VR-FDOOHGFRQVHUYDWLYHV´LQZKLFKVKHH[SUHVVHGKHUGLVEHOLHIDQGGLVDSSRLQWPHQW
³:K\VKRXOGEHVRFRQFHUQHGRYHr Mr. Robert Welch as leader of The John Birch Society? 
You are not members. As I see it, it is no concern of yours. I am sure that the members of The 
-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\DUHYHU\SOHDVHGZLWK0U:HOFK¶VOHDGHUVKLS$QGLWVHHPVWRPHWKDWLV
the only impoUWDQW WKLQJ´ 2Q WKH LQFUHDVLQJO\ WHQVH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ :HOFK DQG WKH
                                                          
19 Schermer, Barry Goldwater, 131. 
20 Letter from Granville Knight to Gen. Edwin Walker, November 20, 1961, Granville Knight Papers, Box 2, 
&ŽůĚĞƌ ? “ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ ? ? ? ? ?EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ ? ?ŝbid. 
21 Letter from William MacMillan to T. Coleman Andrews, March 16, 1962, T. Coleman Andrews Papers, Box 1, 
 “&ŽůĚĞƌ ? ? ? 
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5HSXEOLFDQ 3DUW\ OHDGHUVKLS 6WUDWHPH\HU DGGHG ³, KDYH QHYHU KHDUG WKDW WKH PHPEHUV RI
The John Birch Society have told the Republicans to get rid of Eisenhower and Rockefeller 
because they are hurting the G.O.P.  Although, I am sure some of them would like to do 
VR´22 Augereau Heinsohn, Executive Committee member and intimate of Welch, expressed 
KLV RXWUDJH LQ OHVV GLSORPDWLF WHUPV ³6R /LWWOH %OXH %R\ >LH %XFNOH\@ FRXOG QR ORQJer 
restrain his ego-PDQLFDOLPSXOVHV´KHUDLOHG³/LWWOH%OXH%R\WULHVWRVSOLWWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHV
ZLWKWKHGLYLGHDQGFRQTXHUVWUDWHJ\RIWKH&RPPXQLVWV´$IWHUEODVWLQJ%XFNOH\IRUVWDEELQJ
Welch in the back and neglecting his supposedly conservative priorities, the Tennessee textile 
manufacturer severed his ties with the NR³5HPRYHP\QDPHIURP\RXUKDQG-out list. Then 
when you next start out your little tin cup begging for contributions, save yourself some post. 
'RQ¶W HYHQ WU\ WR H[WUDFW DQRWKHU WKRXVand bucks from me, as I have no appetite for 
LUUHVSRQVLEOHMXYHQLOHHJRWLVP´ 23 
What was remarkable was the extent to which Welch could count on sympathy 
beyond his own ranks. Though many, if not most, conservatives agreed with Buckley and 
viewed the Society with a degree of skepticism and unease, it seemed counterproductive to 
attack a dedicated fellow right-winger like Welch, rather than go after Walter Reuther or the 
Kennedy Administration. What is more, Welch could easily suggest the criticisms were yet 
DQRWKHU FRQFRFWLRQ RI WKH ³PRGHUQ´ 5HSXEOLFDQ HVWDEOLVKPHQW DQG /LEHUDO-Socialist-
Communist troika behind it, eager to wipe out any conservative dissent within the party, 
which he did in his Bulletin IRU WKH VDPH PRQWK +H ZDUQHG KLV UHDGHUV WKDW ³WKHUH has 
gradually been getting underway an attack on us from the forces of the right, which is just 
QRZJURZLQJVRH[WHQVLYHDQDIIDLUWKDWZHVLPSO\FDQQRWDIIRUGWRLJQRUHLWDQ\ORQJHU´)DU
                                                          
22 Open letter by Annalee Stratemeyer to Buckley, Nixon, Goldwater, Judd et al., March 5, 1962, Granville 
<ŶŝŐŚƚWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ?&ŽůĚĞƌ ? ? “orrespondence 1962 March-Ɖƌŝů ? ?
23 Letter from Augereau Heinsohn to William Buckley, March 13, 1962, ibid. 
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beyond the liberals and moderates within the Republican Party, Welch saw an ominous 
FRQVSLUDF\EHKLQG%XFNOH\¶VDWWDFNV³6RWKH&RPPXQLVWVDUHDWWHPSWLQJH[DFWO\DVWKH\GLG
ZLWK UHJDUG WR 0F&DUWK\¶V PHWKRGV DQG 7DIW¶V YRWH-getting magic and many smaller 
problems, to convert this greatest danger into their most potent ZHDSRQ´24 
 Furthermore, Welch used his monthly outlet to reassure the membership he was not 
remotely considering stepping down, even if he could find himself in disagreement with his 
closest advisers more than occasionally: 
,DPJODGWROLVWHQDQGIUHTXHQWO\WREHRYHUUXOHGLQP\YLHZVRUSURSRVDOV>«@:H
have an executive committee with which I meet regularly every month. One of its 
duties is to review these Bulletins with me in advance of publication. If they object to 
any or all of these paragraphs you will never see what I have written here. Their 
advice has caused me to discard some proposed projects, modify others, and add still 
RWKHUV ZKLFK , KDG QRW SODQQHG >«@ %XW WKH XOWLPDWH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ LQ DOO RI WKHVH
matters is one I neither can, nor wish to, escape.25 
,Q WKH VKRUW UXQ %XFNOH\¶V DWWHPSWHG SXUJH RI :HOFK UHPDLQHG XQVXFFHVVIXO 2YHU D \HDU
after the initial skirmish, fellow NR editor James Burnham lamented the continued growth of 
the Society and its loyal embraFHRI:HOFKDVLWVXQTXHVWLRQDEOHOHDGHU³%XWLQVWHDGRIWKH
John Birch Society declining in membership (and most of its former members gravitating to 
NR, as Buckley hoped), the movement continued to grow, with no change whatsoever in 
:HOFK¶VJHQHUDOOLQH´,Q-XO\%XUQKDPUHOXFWDQWO\FRQFHGHGWR%XFNOH\³:KHQ\RX
come down to it, our anti-:HOFK VWUDWHJ\ KDV QRW SURYHG WR EH VR KRW«DERXW DOO LW
accomplished was, to a certain extent, to keep our own skirts moderately clean, and there 
were certain attDFKHGGLVDGYDQWDJHV´1RWWREHRXWGRQH%XFNOH\¶VUHVSRQGHG³,WKLQNLWLV
SUREDEO\ZLVHWRUHWKLQNRXUSRVLWLRQ>«@HYHQLIWKHUHVXOWLVPHUHO\WRFRQILUPXVDERXWWKH
                                                          
24 Welch, Bulletin, February 1962, 2,5. 
25 Op. cit., 9. 
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ULJKWQHVV DERXW RXU SUHYLRXV SRVLWLRQ >«@ ,W ORRNV WR PH DV LI WKHUH LV QR VWRSSLQJ these 
EDVWDUGV:HGLGQRWEUHDNWKHEDFNRIWKHPRYHPHQW>«@LWLVJURZLQJLQVWUHQJWK´26 
 
II. Staging a Counteroffensive: Nixon and Shell in California 
(VSHFLDOO\LQ WKH6RXWKZHVW WKH%LUFKHUV¶KDUGOLQHFUHHGHQMR\HGVLJQLILFDQWDSSHDO
National Council PHPEHU 3DXO ³7H[´ 7DOEHUW UHIXVHG WR GLVFORVH WKH H[DFW QXPEHU RI
FKDSWHUV RU PHPEHUV WKH 6RFLHW\ KDG DWWUDFWHG WR WKH SUHVV EXW ZDV HDJHU WR ERDVW ³7KH
chapters are growing rapidly. We have a growing pains problem. A co-ordinator is coming 
from Massachusetts to go into the matter of getting districts set up and distribution of 
DXWKRULW\´7DOEHUWFRQWLQXHG³:H¶YHJURZQWRRIDVW,QWKH+RXVWRQDUHDWKH\¶YHKDGWRFDOO
D KDOW«´27 In California, Los Angeles Times contributor Gene Blake devoted a five-part 
series of articles to the rise of the Society and its increasing influence in the state. As early as 
March 1961, Blake reported that at least eight chapters in Pasadena, Los Angeles, Beverly 
Hills, Santa Barbara ³DQGVFRUHVRIRWKHUFRPPXQLWLHV´KDGEHHQIRUPHG&DOLIRUQLD$WWRUQH\
*HQHUDO0RVN¶VUHSRUWRQWKH6RFLHW\SURYHGDJURVVXQGHUHVWLPDWLRQRIWKH%LUFKHUV¶
potential for organization.28 Mosk had famously reported the Society would amount to very 
littlH DV D SROLWLFDO WKUHDW DQG GLVPLVVHG LWV JHQHUDO PHPEHUVKLS DV ³IRUPHG SULPDULO\ RI
ZHDOWK\ EXVLQHVVPHQ UHWLUHG PLOLWDU\ RIILFHUV DQG OLWWOH ROG ODGLHV LQ WHQQLV VKRHV´29 Two 
\HDUVODWHU$OEHUW³0LFNH\´/LPDVWDWHOHDGHURIWKH&386$FULWLFL]HG0RVN¶s comment, 
XUJLQJERWKOHIWDQGPDLQVWUHDPDXGLHQFHVWREHZDUHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VVWUHQJWKDQGLQWHQVLRQV
                                                          
26 Kevin J. Smant, How Great The Triumph: James Burnham, Anticommunism and the Conservative Movement  
(Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1992), 121-2. 
27  “ŝƌĐŚ'ƌŽƵƉ>ŝƐƚƐhŶŝƚƐŝŶ ? ?^ƚĂƚĞƐ ?^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ^ĂǇƐ/ƚHas One to 100 Chapters in Each Area  W DĞŵďĞƌƐ ?dŽƚĂů
^ĞĐƌĞƚ ? ?New York Times, April 2, 1961, 62. 
28  “ŝƌĐŚWƌŽŐƌĂŵŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚůĂŶĚdŽůĚ ? ?Los Angeles Time, March 8, 1961.  
29 ůďĞƌƚ: ?>ŝŵĂ ? “ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂZĞũĞĐƚƐŶƚŝ-ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵ ? ?Political Affairs, April 1963, 21. 
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³7KH UHDOLW\ LV IDU GLIIHUHQW 7KH\ DUH D VHULRXV SROLWLFDO PRYHPHQW ZLWK ORQJ-range 
REMHFWLYHV´30 At the time of the Mosk Report, the Birchers claimed chapters in 34 states.31 J. 
Allen Broyles, judging by the amount of Bulletins and weekly newsletters sent around to 
members from the home office in Belmont, estimated the total membership between 12,000 
DQG  DOVR FLWLQJ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V ILQDQFLDO UHSRUt filed with Massachusetts Attorney 
General and Democrat Edward J. McCormack in 1962, which reveals a revenue of 
$296,326.32 
Actual Communists, like Lima, KDG HYHU\ UHDVRQ WR REVHUYH WKH %LUFKHUV¶ VWHDG\
JURZWKZLWKXQHDVHEXW WKH%LUFKHUV¶SULPDU\ WDUJHWV ZHUHRIWHQ³FORVHU WRKRPH´Milton 
Young, conservative Republican Senator of North Dakota warned his colleagues as early as 
 WKDW³>V@WUDQJHO\HQRXJKPRVWRI>WKH UDGLFDO5LJKW¶V@FULWLFLVPLV OHYHOHGQRWDJDLQVW
liberal public officials, but against the more middle-of-the-road and even conservative 
5HSXEOLFDQV´ <RXQJ H[SODLQHG WKDW DFFXVDWLRQV ³IDU EH\RQG DQ\WKLQJ WKH ODWH 6HQ -RH
0F&DUWK\ HYHU WKRXJKW RI´ ZHUH DLPHG DW OLEHUDO 'HPRFUDWV E\ GHIDXOW EXW D EORRGLHU
fiercer siege was laid against the Republican Party establishment, as conservatives of various 
stripes understood the need of a unified party structure to convert their growing institutional 
and intellectual prowess into hard-hitting electoral victories.33 Officially, Welch had founded 
his Society as a nonpolitical, educational organization that simply could not endorse 
candidates standing for office. As Gerald Schomp wrote in his memoirs on working for the 
%LUFKHUVLQWKHHDUO\VL[WLHV³>WKH6RFLHW\@KDVQever publicly endorsed a political candidate, 
                                                          
30 J. Allen Broyles, The John Birch Society: An Anatomy of Protest (Boston: Beacon Press, 1964), 47. 
31 ŝůůĞĐŬĞƌ ?  “ZŝŐŚƚ-tŝŶŐ 'ƌŽƵƉƐDƵůƚŝƉůǇŝŶŐƉƉĞĂůƐ ŝŶ ^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ ? ?New York Times, October 29, 
1961, 3. 
32 Benjamin Epstein and Arnold Forster, The Radical Right: Report on the John Birch Society and Its Allies (New 
York: Vintage Books, 1967), 88. 
33  “WƌŽŵŝŶĞŶƚZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐ>ĞĂĚ&ŝŐŚƚŐĂŝŶƐƚŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Baltimore Sun, April 2, 1961, 3. 
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JLYHQ ILQDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH WR D SROLWLFDO SDUW\ RU WROG LWV PHPEHUV KRZ WR YRWH >«@ 7KH
Society is strictly bi-SDUWLVDQDFFXVLQJERWK5HSXEOLFDQVDQG'HPRFUDWVRIWUHDVRQ´$URXQG
election time, Schomp adds, ³>W@KH 6RFLHW\ VRPHWLPHV EHFRPHV D SROLWLFDO IRRWEDOO DQG LV
NLFNHG EDFN DQG IRUWK XQPHUFLIXOO\ >«@³3ROLWLFLDQV FDQ DOZD\V VKDNH KDQGV DIWHU WKH
FDPSDLJQEXWWKH%LUFK6RFLHW\LVDORVHUHYHU\HOHFWLRQGD\´ 34 
:HOFK¶V GHFLVLRQ WR IRXQG WKH 6RFLHW\ KDG EHHn at least as much motivated by the 
IUXVWUDWLRQ WRZDUGV WKH ³PRGHUQ´ 5HSXEOLFDQLVP WKDW VDZ ULJKW-wing icons like Taft and 
0F&DUWK\PDUJLQDOL]HG DQG LQVWHDGSHUSHWXDWHG5RRVHYHOW¶V1HZ'HDO DQG7UXPDQ¶V)DLU
Deal policies. At the founding meeting in DecemEHU:HOFKKDGWROGKLVJXHVWV³:H
are at a stage, Gentlemen, where the only sure political victories are achieved by non-political 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ´ :HOFK KDG SURFODLPHG ZKLOH ZDUQLQJ KLV OLVWHQHUV ³>S@XW QRW \RXU IDLWK LQ
SROLWLFLDQV´Further on in his Blue Book speech, he had explained: 
The thorough and painstaking organization and work at the precinct levels, which 
ZLQVHOHFWLRQVLVQRWJRLQJWREHGRQHDQGFDQ¶WEHGRQHE\WKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\,W
can be done in one state, under the personal leadership and management of a Barry 
Goldwater for his own campaign. It might have been done in California by Bill 
.QRZODQGLIKHFRXOGKDYHJRWKLPVHOIGLVFRQQHFWHGIURPKLVµPRGHUQ5HSXEOLFDQ¶
duties as minority leaders of the Senate in time and if he had known what he was up 
against. But it cannot be done nationally by the Republican Party. 35  
Two years later, Welch decried what he regarded the lack of conservative alternatives in the 
 HOHFWLRQ WR .HQQHG\ DQG WKH 'HPRFUDWV KLQWLQJ DW 1L[RQ¶V DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLWK
(LVHQKRZHU¶VPRGHUQ5HSXEOLFDQLVPDQGODVW-PLQXWHVXUUHQGHUWR1HOVRQ5RFNHIHOOHU¶V civil 
ULJKWVSODQNGHPDQGV$VDUHVXOW:HOFKODPHQWHG³WKHEDVLFLQGLVWLQJXLVKDELOLW\RIWKHWZR
SURJUDPVWKHLPSRVVLELOLW\RIWKHYRWHUV¶UHSXGLDWLQJHLWKHURQH´DQGFODLPHGWKDWZKLOHWKH
JBS had stayed out of the race, growing conservative Republican sympathies among the 
                                                          
34 Gerald Schomp, Birchism Was My Business (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1970), 155-7; see also Fred 
J. Cook,  “dŚĞZĞĂůdĂƌŐĞƚƐ ? ?The Nation, February, 17 1962. 
35 Robert Welch, Blue Book, 94-5, 115. 
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membership were apparent: 36  ³,Q WKH  FDPSDLJQV 7KH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DV DQ
organization, took no part. Our official job was to supply our members more information 
about, and a better understanding of, both men and issues, to thHEHVWRIRXUDELOLW\´$WWKH
VDPHWLPH:HOFKFRQFHGHG WKDW³>X@QRIILFLDOO\DQGDV LQGLYLGXDOVRXUPHPEHUVZHUHTXLWH
active in the campaigns. I personally supported Goldwater for the Republican nomination. 
About two-thirds of our Republican and Independent members did the same, while about 
one-WKLUGVXSSRUWHG1L[RQ´ 37  
Some Birchers openly looked for electoral alternatives outside the two main parties. 
Kent Courtney of New Orleans, who ran his own ultraconservative Independent American 
with his wife Phoebe, used his local influence to advertise JBS events and events as well as 
heavily supporting the Liberty Amendment and General Edwin Walker. Frustrated with the 
SROLWLFDO VWDWXVTXR WKH&RXUWQH\V VWDJHGD ³FRQYHQWLRQRIFRQVHUYDWLYHV´ LQ$SULO WR
launch an independent conservative party, believing the Republican Party could not be saved 
from the tentacles of the Eastern Establishment and the collectivists, whom they often 
UHJDUGHG LQVHSDUDEOH WREHJLQZLWK&RXUWQH\ZKR WKRXJKW*ROGZDWHUKDG³WDLQWed himself 
ZLWKVRFLDOLVPZKHQKHEDFNHG5LFKDUG1L[RQLQ´LQYLWHGFRQVHUYDWLYHVDQGHYHQ
if less than half showed up, representatives of the National Right-to-Work Committee, Trades 
Policy Committee, National Apartment Owners Association, as well as Birch speakers 
attended with enthusiasm. Courtney proposed nominating Welch for President in 1964, or if 
need be J. Bracken Lee or Tom Anderson, both Birch Council members. Welch politely 
GHFOLQHGZLWKD³WKDQN\RX´QRWH38  
                                                          
36 tĞůĐŚ ? “/ĨzŽƵtĂŶƚ/ƚ^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ ? ?American Opinion 3.10 (December 1960), 1. 
37 Welch, Blue Book, 101. 
38  ƵƐƚŝŶ ?tĞŚƌǁĞŝŶ ? “ŝƌĐŚ>ĞĂĚĞƌWůĂŶƐ ?ƌĚWĂƌƚǇ ? ?New York Times, April 14, 1961, 19. 
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Often Birchers would write Belmont asking for information or recommendations on 
individual races. Right before the 1962 mid-term elections, a Henry Forster of New York 
wanted to know how the JBS rated Robert Thompson Pell, who had emerged as the 
&RQVHUYDWLYH 3DUW\¶V FDQGLGDWH IRU WKe U.S. Senate in an attempt to unseat moderate 
Republican Jacob Javits. ³7KH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ KDV QHYHU EHHQ LQ D SRVLWLRQ WR
HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\DQGVWURQJO\HQGRUVHDQ\SROLWLFDOSDUW\´5HVHDUFK'HSDUWPHQWKHDG)UDQFLV
*DQQRQUHSOLHG³0DQ\RIRXUPHPEHUVZHUHZULWLQJWRXVDQGXUJLQJWKDWZHHQGRUVH>«@
Mr. Pell. We explained then that we have never endorsed any candidate of any political party 
since this would be about the easiest way we could find to lose our charter as an educational 
LQVWLWXWLRQ >«@³, DPVXUH \RXZLOO ILQGKRZHYHU WKDWPDQ\YHU\ DFWLYHPHPEHUVRI7KH
-RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ KDYH EHHQ HTXDOO\ DFWLYH LQ WKH &RQVHUYDWLYH 3DUW\ RI 1HZ <RUN´39  
Others were more drastic, like Vera Enloe of Glendale, California who suggested not waiting 
for the elections and impeaching President Kennedy: ³As a Socialistic Communist we 
FHUWDLQO\QHHGWRJHWULGRIKLPRXWRIWKH3UHVLGHQF\,VWKLVSRVVLEOH"´40 
Control over the Republican Party remained an inevitable objective, especially in 
California where Progressive Era reforms enacted under Hiram Johnson had made its 
structure relatively easy to penetrate. Tracing back the conservative takeover of the California 
Republican Party, Kurt Schuparra situates this pivotal moment during the 1958 elections, 
ZKHQ (GPXQG ³3DW´ %URZQ GHIHDWHG 6HQDWH PLQRULW\ OHDGHU :LOOLDP .QRZODQG OHDYLQJ D
great gap in leadership.41 Though Schuparra is correct in pointing out how growing GOP 
disunity opened doors for conservative infiltration, it was not until 1962, when none other 
than Richard Nixon ran for Governor on the Republican ticket, that the division between 
                                                          
39 Letter from Francis X. Gannon to Henry Forster, November 5, 196 ? ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “DDD ? ? ? ? 
40 MMM from Vera I. Enloe, October 1962, JBS Records, Box  ? ? “d ?ŵtĞůĐŚ ? ? 
41 <Ƶƌƚ ^ĐŚƵƉĂƌƌĂ ?  “&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ ǀƐ ? dǇƌĂŶŶǇ P dŚĞ  ? ? ? ? ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ ůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ KƌŝŐŝŶƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ^ƚĂƚĞ ?Ɛ
ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞDŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ ? ?ŝŶPacific Historical Review, 63.4 (November 1994), 537-560; see also Schuparra,  
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moderates and conservatives became decisive. Initially, the odds seePHGVWURQJO\LQ1L[RQ¶V
favor. Right before the 1960 election, he indirectly beat Brown in parallel California primary 
³IDYRULWHVRQ´FRQWHVWVE\QHDUO\YRWHV/DWHSROOVKDG1L[RQOHDGLQJ%URZQE\
a solid sixteen points. In a survey held amongst prominent Republicans to restore party unity, 
Nixon prevailed with a convincing 70% of the vote. The primary seemed but a formality. 
Former governor Goodwin Knight contracted hepatitis and was forced to throw in the towel 
as early as January. LieutenanWJRYHUQRU+DUROG³%XWFK´3RZHUVXQDEOHWRJDUQHUVXIILFLHQW
monetary support, quickly followed suit. Thus 1L[RQ¶V VROH FRPSHWLWRU IRU WKH QRPLQDWLRQ
was Joseph Claude Shell, a Washington-born oil businessman and State Assemblyman who 
since his election in 1953 had accumulated a consistently conservative voting record. He 
GLVWUXVWHG1L[RQ¶V WLHV WR(LVHQKRZHUDnd launched his campaign, courting both Democrats 
DQG5HSXEOLFDQVZKRDGKHUHGWR³DFRPPLWPHQWWR LQGLYLGXDO OLEHUW\OLPLWHGRQO\E\WKRVH
powers clearly enumerated in our constitution without reducing our ability to develop private 
property and free individual enterprise.´42 He was quoted in Time magazine stating he had 
³JRWWHQVLFNDQGWLUHGRIFDOOLQJSHRSOHOLEHUDOVZKHQWKH\
UHEDVLFDOO\VRFLDOLVWV´ 43 
Shell polled at an abysmal two percent upon entering the race, but campaigned 
himself into the picture. +HGHQRXQFHG1L[RQDVD³ZHDNPLGGOH-of-the-URDGHU´DQGDGGHG
that ³PLGGOHRI WKHURDG LVSHUFHQWVRFLDOLVP´ For Shell, the only credible alternative to 
%URZQ¶VOLEHUDODJHQGDZDVXQ\LHOGLQJFRQVHUYDWLVP³7KHSHRSOHRI&DOLIRUQLDDUHQRWJRLQg 
to accept the continued degradation of individual enterprise as expressed by the Brown 
administration. Neither are they going to fall for the warmed-over middle-of-the road concept 
of Nixon Republicanism which would merely be a little slower approach to the same result ± 
                                                          
42 Kurt Schuparra, Triumph of the Right, 59-60. 
43  “WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝǀĞŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ ? ?Time, June 15, 1962; see also Rick Perlstein, Nixonland: The Rise of a President 
and the Fracturing of America  ?EĞǁ zŽƌŬ P^ĐƌŝďŶĞƌ ?  ? ? ? ? ) ?  ? ? ?dŽƚƚŽŶŶĚĞƌƐŽŶĂŶĚƵŐĞŶĞ>ĞĞ ?  “dŚĞ  ? ? ? ?
ůĞĐƚŝŽŶŝŶĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ ? ?The Western Political Quarterly 16.2 (June 1963), 399-400;; Anderson and Lee, 402. 
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VRFLDOLVP´44 A couple of days later, Shell shared a campaign platform with Birch member 
and Congressman John H. Rousselot and Max Rafferty, at which Rousselot identified Brown 
ZLWK WKH'HPRFUDWLFSROLFLHVRI WKH6WDWH'HSDUWPHQW¶VSURJUDP for disarmament on terms 
favorable to Khrushchev. 45 
Running on a staunchly right-wing platform of opposition to federal taxation, Social 
6HFXULW\ FLYLO ULJKWV UHIRUPDQG VRIWQHVVRQ&RPPXQLVP6KHOO¶V ILHU\ ³FUXVDGHU´ UKHWRULF
deeply resonated with ultraconservative values. Nevertheless, Shell was not a member of the 
JBS, and, whilst boasting the support of 10,000 registered Republican cooperators, declared 
KHGLGQRWVHHN³WKHVXSSRUWRIWKHH[WUHPHULJKWRUOHIWEXW,GRZDQWWKHLQGLYLGXDOYRWHVRI
thoVH VHHNLQJ FRQVHUYDWLYH HFRQRPLFDO JRYHUQPHQW´ :KHQ DVNHG ZKHUH KH VWRRG RQ WKH
Society and its membership, Shell boasted he knew many Birchers personally and had read 
the Blue Book³:KDW,IRXQGWKHUH´KHFRQFOXGHG³LVDQWL-FRPPXQLVPDQG,¶PIRUWKDW´
Though weary of Robert Welch ± WKH -%6¶ IRXQGHU ± and his allegations, Shell did not 
repudiate the movement and even claimed the support of between 2,000 and 4,000 Birch 
members as well as non-affiliated ultraconservatives in the state. 46  By April, political 
VFLHQWLVWV7RWWRQ$QGHUVRQDQG(XJHQH/HHHVWLPDWHG6KHOO¶VVXSSRUWFRQVLVWHGRIDERXW
JBS members and supporters, while polling 19% overall against Nixon. The former Vice 
3UHVLGHQW¶VSURMHFWHGVXSSRUWFRQWDLQHGRQO\DERXWRISUR-Birch Republican voters. 47 
                                                          
44 Quoted from John A. Andrew III, Young Americans For Freedom and the Rise of Conservative Politics (New 
Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1997), 169. 
45  “^ŚĞůů&ĞĂƌƐ^ŽĐŝĂůŝƐŵŝĨEŝǆŽŶŽƌƌŽǁŶtŝŶ ? ?Los Angeles Times, April 13, 1962, A1. 
46  “ƌŽǁŶ ? EŝǆŽŶ ĂŶĚ ^ŚĞůů ĞďĂƚĞ ĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ /ƐƐƵĞƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, April 1, 1962, B1; see also  “^ŚĞůů
^ĐŽƌĞƐ ƌŽǁŶ ? EŝǆŽŶ ŽŶ ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵ ? ?Los Angeles Times, May 22, 1962, 20; Brennan incorrectly identifies 
^ŚĞůůĂƐĂŝƌĐŚŵĞŵďĞƌ ?  ? ? ?  “ ? ? ? ? ? ?tŽƌŬĞƌƐŝĚŝŶŐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ ?^ŚĞůů ^ĂǇƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, January 10, 
1962, 13;  “ƌĐĂĚŝĂ ?ƐsŽŝĐĞŽĨƚŚĞWĞŽƉůĞ PŶƐǁĞƌƚŽ^ŚĞůů ? ?Arcadia Tribune, June 3, 1962, 4. 
47 Anderson and Lee, 402. 
181 
 
 
 
By 1962, registered Democrats outnumbered Republicans by over a million in the 
state, or by a 3:2 ratio. In order to beat Brown, Nixon would have to reach across the aisle 
and court at least a fifth of moderate Democrats. It was clear that in order to win over 
Democrats, he would have to take a firm stand against the hardline right wing of his own 
party, especially the growing JBS contingent.48 In fact, a February poll of 1962 would show 
WKDW1L[RQ¶VDFFHSWDQFHRIWKHVRFLHW\¶VVXSSRUWZRXOG lose him seven times as many votes as 
he would gain. Only 4% of Democrats and 9% of Republicans would be more likely to 
extend their support to the candidate, while 60% and 42% respectively would withdraw their 
support. Conversely, 51% of Democrats and 30% of Republicans would be more likely to 
vote for a candidate that openly refused Birch support, while a meager 4% and 11% 
respectively would be less inclined to do so. 49 
 
Fig. 12: A 1962 political ad for Joe Shell ± SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TV GUIDE 
 
                                                          
48 Ethan Rarick, California Rising: The Life and Times of Pat Brown (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
2006), 234. 
49 DĞƌǀŝŶ&ŝĞůĚ ? “dŚĞĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂWŽůů P^ƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ^ƵƌǀĞǇŽĨWƵďůŝĐKƉŝŶŝŽŶ ? ?&ŝĞůĚZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚŽƌƉŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ ?&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ
16, 1962; Anderson and Lee, 400. 
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1L[RQ¶VUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKFRQVHUYDWLYHVKDGEHHQ³OXNHZDUP´IRU\HDUV+LVHIIRUWVWR
get the California Republican leadership behind Eisenhower in 1952 and his disavowal of 
McCarthy in 1954 had angered party conservatives. Understandably, his role in the 
electorally disastrous Knowland-Knight switch in 1958 had caused great frustration among 
California Republicans, moderates and conservatives alike.50 In 1960, Robert Welch, who 
had attended the 1952 GOP convention as a Massachusetts Taft delegate, urged his followers 
to back Goldwater rather than Nixon for the Republican nomination:  
³:KDWJRRGZRXOGVXFKDPDQEHWRXVHYHQDVSUHVLGHQWXQOHVVRXWVLGHIRUFHVDQG
accomplishments made it opportunistic and expedient for him to ride an anti-
Communist wave which those outside forces had created? As for being a leader, the 
sad truth, hard for many hopeful and wishful conservative Republicans to realize, is 
that Richard Nixon, a most engaging personality and clever politician, has never been 
a leader in connection with any event or development, or at any stage in his career. 
He had been a rider of waves, so far as public support was concerned, without caring 
whether the particular wave at any given time was moving left or right; and a 
manipulator, of uncanny skillEHKLQGWKHVFHQHV´ 51 
The primary proved a disaster for Nixon. Much had changed in California politics during his 
DEVHQFH0DQ\RI WKHVWDWH¶V5HSXEOLFDQDX[LOLDU\VWUXFWXUHVKDGEHFRPHEHFNRQLQJ WDUJHWV
for far right influence. The Los Angeles County Young Republicans (LACYR) was the first 
volunteer group to turn against Nixon. Their ultraconservative chairman Robert Gaston 
GLVWUXVWHG1L[RQGHHSO\DQGFRPPHQWHGWKDW³WKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQDµOLEHUDO¶5HSXEOLFDQ
DQG D µOLEHUDO¶ 'HPRFUDW LV WKH GLIIHUHQce between creeping socialism and galloping 
VRFLDOLVP´52 In mid-March, Nixon responded by urging the California Republican Assembly 
to issue a resolution denouncing the John Birch Society and urging its members to resign 
either from the Society, or stay out of Republican politics. Within 48 hours, LACYR had 
                                                          
50 Edward G. Griffin, The Life and Words of Robert Welch, Founder of the John Birch Society (Thousand Oaks, 
CA: American Media, 1975), 148, 158-9. 
51 Robert Welch, Blue Book, 111. 
52 Perlstein, Nixonland, 60. 
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LVVXHGD VWDWHPHQW FULWLFL]LQJ1L[RQ¶V ³UHFHQW DWWDFNRQ5HSXEOLFDQV IRU EHLQJPHPEHUVRI
VRPHSDWULRWLFRUJDQL]DWLRQV´DQGSXEOLFO\EDFNHG6KHOO 53 
 Nixon had aired criticisms of the Society before, virtually in sync with Buckley and 
the National Review. Throughout February and March, the former Vice President criticized 
WKH ³LUUHVSRQVLEOH WDFWLFV RI 5REHUW :HOFK DQG RWKHUV OLNH KLP >ZKR@ KDYH KXUW WKH ILJKW
DJDLQVWFRPPXQLVP´1L[RQDVVXUHGWKHPHPEHUVof the GOP state assembly: "It is essential 
that Republicans disassociate themselves from any organizations whose members are 
required to take dictation from a PDQZKRKDVDWWDFNHG3UHVLGHQW(LVHQKRZHUDVDµdedicated 
conscious agent of the Communist conspiracy.´ The assembly, he noted, had the opportunity 
WRVDOYDJHWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\¶VOHDGHUVKLS³QRWRQO\LQ&DOLIRUQLDEXWWKHQDWLRQDVZHOO´
'HPDQGLQJ D IRUPDO FRQGHPQDWLRQ KH GHFODUHG ³7KH &DOLIRUQLD 5HSXEOLFDQ $VVHPEO\
acting in the great tradition of our Party for individual liberties and civil rights, should use 
this opportunity to repudiate, once and for all, Robert Welch and those who accept his 
OHDGHUVKLSDQGYLHZSRLQWV´54 
 The infiltration of volunteer groups such as the CRA and LACYR by far right-wing 
FRQVHUYDWLYHVHDJHUWR³SXULI\´WKHSDUW\KDGEHHQXQGHUZD\IRUVRPHWLPHDQGWKUHDWHQHGWR
turn the extremism issue that Nixon wanted to tackle against the candidate. In December of 
1961, Arcadia Young Republicans president Roger Withrow and Vice-President Joe Dana 
UHVLJQHGIURPWKHLUSRVWVGHFU\LQJ³DYRFDOZHOO-organized minority is taking over the club 
OHDGHUVKLS´:LWKURZFRPSODLQHGDERXW WKHXQFRPSURPLVLQJQDWXUHRI%LUFK6RFLHW\ LQ WKH
group, urging the YR to introduce the controversial Liberty Amendment or endorse 
                                                          
53  “dŚĞ^ƚĂƚĞ PĐƚŝŽŶŽŶƚŚĞ&ĂƌZŝŐŚƚ ?/ŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĂ>ĞĨƚ,ŽŽŬ ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 11, 1962, I5. 
54  “EŝǆŽŶ ^ƉĞĂŬƐ KƵƚ ? ?Centralia Daily Chronicle, March 16, 1962, 3; see also  “EŝǆŽŶ ŶĚŽƌƐĞĚ ? ŝƌĐŚ /ƐƐƵĞ
&ŽƵŐŚƚ ? ?Hayward Daily Review, May 3, 1962, 1;  “^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚďǇZŝĐŚĂƌĚEŝǆŽŶĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚĂŶĚ
d,:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚDĞŝĞƌWĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “&ŽůĚĞƌ ? ? ? ?
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ZLWKGUDZDO IURP WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV ³, KDYH WULHG WR FRDOHVFH ZLWK WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\
PHPEHUVLQWKHFOXE´:LWKURZGHFODUHG³EXWWKH\ZRQ¶WVWDQGIRUDQ\RSLQLRQEXWWKHLURZQ
and they will tolerate no other philosophy´55 Just a week before, Robert Gaston had been 
elected chairman of the Los Angeles County Young Republicans, which would herald a 
major shift to the right within the organization, one which moderates like Withrow and Dana 
attributed to local Birchers activHZLWKLQWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ³,WZDVXQIRUWXQDWH± it heralds an 
era of ultra-FRQVHUYDWLVP´56 Withrow also complained proposed education planks had been 
inspired by Birch-VSRQVRUHG OLWHUDWXUHDQG WKDW³WKHVODWHRIRIILFHUV IRU LQ WKH<RXQJ
Republican organization is comprised of two JBS members and we can assure you that the 
UHVW RI WKH RIILFHUV DUH %LUFK V\PSDWKL]HUV´57 A week after resigning, Withrow and Dana 
ZURWH D FDXVWLF VWDWHPHQW RI FRPSODLQW ³<RX KDYH GHPRQVWUDWHG DORQJ ZLWK WKH $UFDGLD
Republicans, Inc., that the only kind of people you want in your organization are John Birch 
members, and/or ultra-FRQVHUYDWLYHPHPEHUVRIWKH-RKQ%LUFKW\SH´ 58    
The Birch issue was becoming a real problem for Nixon, as conservative opponents 
could turn the argument on its head and reproach him for undermining Republican unity 
against Brown and the Democrats. Congressman Edgar Hiestand did exactly that and argued 
LWZDVWKHFDQGLGDWHDQGQRWWKH%LUFKHUVWKDWZDVKXUWLQJWKHSDUW\¶VLQWHUHVWV³,GRQ¶WDJUHe 
with many of the things Bob Welch is reported to have said, nor do I agree with some of his 
FRQFOXVLRQV +RZHYHU´ +LHVWDQG DGGHG ³, KRSH WKH 9LFH 3UHVLGHQW GLGQ¶W PHDQ KH ZRXOG
turn down the support of that host of loyal and patriotic citizens or any patriotic society 
                                                          
55  “'KWŝƌĐŚdŝĞƐ&ůĂǇĞĚ PKĨĨŝĐĞƌƐŽůƚƌĐĂĚŝĂzŽƵŶŐZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐ ? ?Pasadena Star-News, December 11, 1961, 
3. 
56  “ŝƌĐŚŽŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶKĨ'KWŚĂƌŐĞĚ PzŽƵŶŐWĂƌƚǇKĨĨŝĐĞƌƐZĞƐŝŐŶŝŶWƌŽƚĞƐƚ ? ?Arcadia Tribune, December 11, 
1961, 7. 
57  “ƌĐĂĚŝĂZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐ^ƉůŝƚKǀĞƌ ‘:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ>ĂďĞů ? ? ?Arcadia News-Post, December 13, 1961, 3. 
58   “>ĞĨƚDŽƌĞŽƵďƚ PdŚŝƌĚŝƌĐŚ-Charge Salvo /Ɛ&ŝƌĞĚďǇ'KW>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ ? ?San Gabriel Valley Tribune, December 
18, 1961, 3. 
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GHGLFDWHG WR ILJKWLQJ WKH &RPPXQLVW FRQVSLUDF\´ (PSKDVL]LQJ WKH QHHG IRU SDUW\ XQLW\
+LHVWDQG ZDUQHG ³DOO 5HSXEOLFDQV VKRXOG EH FDUHIXO QRW WR EH FDXJKW LQ WKH FDUHIXOO\ ODLG
New Frontier trap of trying to pin the fascist tag on the RepXEOLFDQ 3DUW\´59 The Birch 
FRQJUHVVPDQ¶V YLHZ IRXQG VXSSRUW HOVHZKHUH LQFOXGLQJ 0UV *UDFH $ *RRGIHOORZ
chairwoman of GOP County Central Committee for his 27th District. Goodfellow released a 
FULWLFDOVWDWHPHQWRI1L[RQVD\LQJ³%XW'LFNDVFRQJUHVVLRQDOFKDLUPDQ,PXVWDVN\RXWR
refrain from criticizing or making any adverse comment about our congressman Edgar W. 
(FN +LHVWDQG´ *RRGIHOORZ SRLQWHG RXW WR 1L[RQ WKDW +LHVWDQG KDG been unanimously 
HQGRUVHG E\ ERWK KLV DVVHPEO\ GLVWULFWV DGGLQJ ³&RQJUHVVPDQ +LHVWDQG KDV VHUYHG KLV
GLVWULFW>«@ZLWKGLVWLQFWLRQDQGZHPXVWUH-HOHFWKLP´60 
The anti-Birch resolution did not fare well in the CRA, and caused great anger among 
its more conservative members. Though the organization was still largely in moderate hands, 
it already faced vocal challenges from right-wingers ± mostly from the Southern part of the 
state ± who would play a key role in the nomination of Barry Goldwater two years later. 
1RODQ)UL]]HOOHWKH&5$¶VIXWXUHSUHVLGHQWRSHQO\GHFODUHGKLVDSSURYDORIWKH%LUFKHUV³,
GRQ¶W FRQVLGHU WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ H[WUHPLVWV ([FHSW PD\EH H[WUHPHO\ $PHULFDQ´61 
1L[RQ¶V UHVROXWLRQ ZDV FR-sponsored by U.S. Senator Tom Kuchel, another clue for 
FRQVHUYDWLYHVWKDW WKHSDUW\¶VHVWDEOLVKHGPRUHPRGHUDWHOHDGHUVKLSZDVVWLOOILUPO\SXOOLQJ
WKHVWULQJV1L[RQFDOOHG:HOFK³GLFWDWRULDODQGWRWDOLWDULDQ´DQGZDVPHWZLWKDFKRUXVRI
catcalls.62 Finally, Nixon and Kuchel agreed to settle for a compromise resolution that merely 
                                                          
59  “ĐƚŝŽŶ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ &Ăƌ ZŝŐŚƚ ? /ŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ Ă >ĞĨƚ ,ŽŽŬ ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 11, 1962, 8; see also  “ZĞƉ ?
,ŝĞƐƚĂŶĚŚŝĚĞƐEŝǆŽŶŽŶŝƌĐŚ^ƚĂŶĚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, February 10, 1962, 3. 
60  “,ŝĞƐƚĂŶĚĂĐŬĞƌƐŬƐEŝǆŽŶEŽƚdŽƌŝƚŝĐŝǌĞ PtŽŵĂŶtƌŝƚĞƐǆ-Vice President Not to Attack Congressman 
ŝŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Los Angeles Times, February 10, 1962. 
61 Perlstein, Before the Storm, 166. 
62  Ăƌů'ƌĞĞŶďĞƌŐ ? “ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ,ŝƚƐtĞůĐŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 4, 1962, F1. 
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denounced Welch and his conspiratorial ideas, and encouraged vocal rank-and-file Birchers 
to challenge his leadership.63 
Congressmen John Rousselot and Edgar Hiestand, both Birch members running for 
reelection in highly conservative districts, refused to denounce their leader and turned their 
backs on Nixon.64 Many other influential conservatives were equally defiant. Congressman 
-DPHV%8WWFDOOHG1L[RQ¶VLQLWLDOGHQXQFLDWLRQRIWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ³ULGLFXORXV´DQG:DOWHU
Knott, the wealthy Orange County entrepreneur and generous sponsor of far-right endeavors, 
ZURWH WKH FDQGLGDWH DQG WROG KLP ³WR OD\ RII WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DQG UHIUDLQ IURP
depreciating the conservative movement.´65 Even Ronald Reagan, by then a rising star of the 
conservative movement, and keynote speaker at a fundraising dinner for Congressman 
Rousselot the year before, withheld his endorsement for Nixon until after the primary.66 After 
fierce infighting, the resolution passed narrowly and Nixon received WKH&5$¶VHQGRUVHPHQW
by 263 to 176 votes. Nevertheless, revisiting the episode in his memoirs, Nixon would refer 
WRWKHUHVROXWLRQDVD³QR-ZLQSURSRVLWLRQ´ 67 
The damage had been done. Before the CRA debate was over, Shell was quick to join 
LQ WKH FULWLFLVP FRPPHQGLQJ WKH -%6¶V ³GHGLFDWLRQ DQG SDWULRWLVP´ $IWHU 1L[RQ ZDV
HQGRUVHG E\ DQ HPEDUUDVVLQJO\ QDUURZ PDUJLQ 6KHOO GHFODUHG WKH RXWFRPH WR EH ³D PDMRU
movH LQ EUHDNLQJ WKH ROG HVWDEOLVKHG SDUW\ PDFKLQH LQ &DOLIRUQLD´ 6KHOO FRQWLQXHG
campaigning passionately, holding a massive rally in late May in Los Angeles Sports Arena 
EHIRUHDFURZGRIFDOOLQJ1L[RQD³ORVHU´DQGLQVLVWLQJFRQVHUYDWLYHVZRXOGUHfuse to 
                                                          
63  “dĞǆƚŽĨ'KWZĞƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶZĂƉƉŝŶŐtĞůĐŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 5, 1962, 11. 
64 Perlstein, 64.  
65 McGirr, 120. 
66 Matthew Dallek, dŚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ DŽŵĞŶƚ P ZŽŶĂůĚ ZĞĂŐĂŶ ?Ɛ &ŝrst Victory and the Decisive Turning Point in 
American Politics (New York: The Free Press, 2000), 38. 
67Richard Nixon, RN: The Memoirs of Richard Nixon (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1990), 298;  
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campaign and vote for him in the general election. More importantly, Shell attracted many 
VSRQVRUV LQ 6RXWKHUQ &DOLIRUQLD ILQDQFLDOO\ KXUWLQJ 1L[RQ¶V SULPDU\ FDPSDLJQ EDGO\ DQG
forcing him to campaign in the most remote locations of the state. ThoXJK 1L[RQ¶V
nomination never seemed in serious danger, it was starting to look like a pyrrhic victory. 68 
Though Welch had vowed not to get involved in electoral politics, JBS members 
wrote to him for comments on Shell and Nixon, which he refrained from giving. However, a 
number of right-wingers across the state, including a few prominent Birch organizers, were 
more upfront about their preference. Council member Granville Knight corresponded with 
5HSXEOLFDQ&RQJUHVVPDQ&KDUOHV07HDJXH IURP&DOLIRUQLD¶Vth District, expressing his 
EHOLHILQ6KHOO¶VFKDQFHVWRZKLFK7HDJXHUHVSRQGHG³,WRRWKLQNKLJKO\RI-RH6KHOODQG
EHOLHYH WKDW KH ZLOO PDNH D JRRG VKRZLQJ´69 Tex Talbert, whilst writing to conservative 
industrialist Cola G. Parker for support, bluntl\GHFODUHG³,DPGRLQJHYHU\WKLQJSRVVLEOHWR
ULG&DOLIRUQLDDVZHOODVWKH1DWLRQRI5LFKDUG1L[RQ,DPFRQYLQFHGKHFDQ¶WEHDW%URZQ
in the finals ± as bad as Brown is ± but I am hopeful Shell can eliminate Nixon in the primary 
June 5. It may take a miracle to accomplish it, but I would say Shell has a good, fighting 
FKDQFH´7DOEHUWZKRVDWDOVRRQWKH&RXQFLOFOHDUO\VDZWKHVWDWH*23DVDYLDEOHYHKLFOH
IRU WKH %LUFKHUV WR JHW WKHLU FUHHG GLVVHPLQDWHG DQG ZDV RSWLPLVWLF WKH 6RFLHW\¶V JURZWK
would be reflected in the polls:  
We should have three members of the John Birch Society running for Congress in this 
area after June 5; namely, Edgar Hiestand, John Rousselot, and Bill Richardson (a 
non-incumbent who will be facing an extremist of the lunatic left). No Republicans of 
                                                          
68  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ^ƚŝƌƐĞďĂƚĞKǀĞƌZ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Ambrose, Nixon: The Education of a Politician (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987), 656-7. 
69 Letter from Charles Teague to Granville Knight, May 7, 1962, Granville Knight Papers, Box 3, Folder 12 
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any consequence have attacked the John Birch Society, except Nixon and Senator 
Kuchel. Kuchel will probably win the primary because two Conservatives, Jarvis and 
Wright, are splitting the Conservative vote wide open. I am sure the eyes of the 
Nation will be focused on California after June 5.70 
Even the Courtneys in Louisiana availed themselves of their relatively wide audience and 
growing sphere of influence to weigh in on the Nixon-Shell showdown as early as March: 
³The Independent American recommends Joe Shell, Republican candidate for governorship 
of California. If you wish to write letters, ring doorbells, or offer financial support on behalf 
RIWKLV&RQVHUYDWLYHFDQGLGDWHFRQWDFW-RH6KHOO¶VKHDGTXDUWHUV´71 
On June 5, Nixon secured the Republican nomination, though the actual results 
ORRNHG RPLQRXV 7KH GLYLGHG &5$ HQGRUVHPHQW KDG EHHQ DQ DFFXUDWH EHOOZHWKHU 1L[RQ¶V
 YRWHV GLGQ¶W HYHQ JLYH KLP D WZR-thirds majority and they were dwarfed by Pat 
%URZQ¶V  YRWHV LQ D four-man Democratic primary. With 399,295 votes and an 
LPSUHVVLYH6KHOO KDG VFRUHG DPRUDO YLFWRU\ DQG 1L[RQ¶VGLUHQHHG IRU UHVWRUHSDUW\
unity handed Shell a powerful bargaining position. Although he sent Nixon a personal 
congratulatory note, Shell refused to endorse the candidate unless he vowed to embrace true 
conservative principles. Concretely, Shell demanded control over a third of California 
GHOHJDWHVWRWKHQDWLRQDO5HSXEOLFDQ&RQYHQWLRQDQG1L[RQ¶VFRPPLWPHQWWRVHFXUHD
$200 million cXWIURPWKHVWDWH¶VEXGJHW8QVXUSULVLQJO\WKHQRPLQHHLJQRUHG6KHOODQG
after Henry Salvatori, a founding stockholder of the National Review and respected 
conservative activist, intervened, Shell provided a tepid endorsement to the candidate.72 
In the general election, the Democrats eagerly turned the Birch issue against Nixon, 
trying to isolate him further. Having the luxury of a registered Democratic voter surplus, 
                                                          
70 Letter from Paul Talbert to Cola Parker, May 17, 1962, ibid. 
71  “ƌĐĂĚŝĂ ?ƐsŽŝĐĞŽĨƚŚĞWĞŽƉůĞ PŶƐǁĞƌƚŽ^ŚĞůů ? ?Arcadia Tribune, June 3, 1962, 11. 
72 ͞^ŚĞůůĂĐŬƐEŝǆŽŶĂƐ' ?K ?W ?EŽŵŝŶĞĞ ?^ŚĞůůŝƚĞƐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶsŝĞǁĂůůĞĚ ?WŽŽƌ>ŽƐĞƌ ? ? ? New York Times, June 
20, 1962, 18. 
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%URZQWXUQHGRQ1L[RQDQGKLV³6WRQH$JHXOWUDFRQVHUYDWLYHV´IXUWKHUSUHVVXULQJ the former 
Vice President to distance himself from the hard right and thus risk alienating his 
conservative base even more 73  Nixon responded by accusing his opponent and the 
'HPRFUDWLF 3DUW\ RI EHLQJ ³VRIW RQ FRPPXQLVP´ ZKLFK ZDV WKZDUWHG E\ 3UHVLGHQW
KenQHG\¶VDSSDUHQWYLFWRU\LQWKH&XEDQ0LVVLOH&ULVLVLQ2FWREHU$QRWKHUGLYLVLYHLVVXHRQ
the agenda was the so-called Francis Amendment, listed as Proposition 24 on the ballot. Put 
forward by ultraconservative Republican Assemblyman Louis Francis, the legislative 
measure would give courts the authority to declare organizations and individuals 
³VXEYHUVLYH´ WR FRQWURO &RPPXQLVW VXEYHUVLRQ DW KRPH 7KRXJK HQMR\LQJ KHDY\ SRSXODU
support at the beginning of the race, subsequent attacks and questions of constitutionality 
swelled opposition to the motion.74  In a poll conducted right after the election, 30% of 
Democrats, 32% of independents and 51% of Republicans declared to have voted in favor of 
the measure. Again, Nixon was caught in the middle. Anxious to court Republican moderates 
and swing Democrats, he opposed the measure. Yet, equally worried about his trailing 
FRQVHUYDWLYH VXSSRUW KH DUJXHG KH GLG QRW WKLQN LW ³WRXJK HQRXJK´ :KLOH WKH IDU ULJKW
launched independent attacks on Brown and the CDC, which they GXEEHG WKH ³&DOLIRUQLD
'\QDVW\ RI &RPPXQLVP´ WKHVH DWWDFNV SURYLGHG WKH 'HPRFUDWV ZLWK DGGLWLRQDO SURRI WKDW
Nixon acted as a puppet of the far right. 75 
All in all, the Birchers had ensured that Nixon remained isolated and that his 
campaign was ultimately doomed to fail. While Brown enjoyed strong party support, the 
Republicans were badly divided. A late write-in attempt to draft Shell was even staged, 
                                                          
73 :ĞŶŶŝĞůůĞŶ&ĞƌŐƵƐŽŶĂŶĚWĂƵů,ŽĨĨŵĂŶ ? “sŽƚŝŶŐĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ PdŚĞsŽƚĞŽŶƚŚĞ&ƌĂŶĐŝƐŵĞŶĚŵĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞ ? ? ? ?
ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? ?The Western Political Quarterly, 1.4 (December 1964), 770-776. 
74 Schuparra, Triumph, 67, 69-72. 
75 &ƌĞĚt ?'ƌƵƉƉ ?:ƌ ? ? “dŚĞWŽůŝƚŝĐĂů WĞƌƐƉĞĐƚŝǀĞƐŽĨŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇDĞŵďĞƌƐ ? ?ŝŶZŽďĞƌƚ^ĐŚŽĞŶďĞƌŐĞƌ ?ĞĚ ? ) ?The 
American Right Wing: Readings in Political Behavior (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Inc., 1969), 102-3. 
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arguably a scheme devised by hardcore Goldwaterites to deny Nixon a platform to run in 
1964. Many voters had the persistent perception that Nixon envisioned the governorship as a 
springboard to a 1964 or 1968 presidential bid. A California poll taken on February 16, 1962 
VKRZHG  RI LQWHUYLHZHHV ZHUH FRQYLQFHG 1L[RQ ZRXOG VHHN KLV SDUW\¶V QRPLQDWLRQ LQ
1964. The faltering economy that had cost Brown much popularity in mid-1961 was in full 
UHFRYHU\E\ODWHDQGWKH%LUFKLVVXHKDGKXUW1L[RQ¶VVWDQGLQJDPRQJFRQVHUYDWLYHV In 
WKHHQG1L[RQORVWE\WR%URZQ¶VRUE\WRYRWHV'Hjected, 
WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ FDQGLGDWH FRQFOXGHG ³-RH 6KHOO DQG WKH FRQVHUYDWLYHV >KDG@ VDW RQ WKHLU
KDQGV´ 76            
 In the end, Shell went down, defeated by the established and more moderate Nixon. 
Congressmen Rousselot and Hiestand, who had secured the nRPLQDWLRQ ZLWK WKHLU SDUW\¶V
backing, and ACA endorsements, narrowly lost in the general election, though only after 
KHDY\JHUU\PDQGHULQJLQWKH'HPRFUDWV¶IDYRUDQGE\QDUURZPDUJLQV&DQGLGDWH+/³%LOO´
Richardson had similarly failed in the primaries. While Hiestand became active as a political 
adviser to upcoming right-wing candidates within the formal party structure, Rousselot took 
RQ*(GZDUG*ULIILQ¶VMREDV'LUHFWRUIRUWKH:HVWHUQ5HJLRQIRUWKH%LUFK6RFLHW\WDNLQJ
up office in San Marino, California and organizing speaking tours, mass recruitment sessions 
                                                          
76 Schuparra, Triumph, 76; see also Anderson and Lee, 399; Rarick, 230; McGirr, 120; Miss Irma Bethune, a 
young Southern Californian Republican community organizer was among the select few to receive this note as 
ĂƚŽŬĞŶŽĨĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ ĨŽƌƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂůŵŽďŝůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶĞĨĨŽƌƚƐŽŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂůƉĂƌƚǇĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ P  “zŽƵĂƌĞ
cordially invited to meet Mr. Richard M. Nixon at the home of Mr. and Mrs. George L. Forman in Arcadia on 
&ƌŝĚĂǇǀĞDĂǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?Ăƚ ?Ɖŵ ? ?dŚĞĞǀĞŶƚǁĂƐŝŶĨĂĐƚŶŽŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĂƉƌŝǀĂƚĞĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌĨŽƌEŝǆŽŶĂŶĚŽŶĞ
of many whistle-stops in Southern California. The meet and greet session was coordinated by Herbert Meier, 
an Orange County Nixonite and moderate Republican wary of much of the far right-wing activity increasingly 
simmering in the area, and Patrick J. Hillings, former Chairman of the Los Angeles County Republican Central 
ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ ? tŝƚŚŝŶ Ă ĨĞǁ ĚĂǇƐ ? DĞŝĞƌ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ ĞƚŚƵŶĞ ?Ɛ ƌĞƉůǇ ƐĐƌŝďďůĞĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů ŝŶǀŝƚĂƚŝŽŶ ƐƚĂƚŝŶŐ P
 “dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŝŶǀŝƚĂƚŝŽŶďƵƚZŝĐŚĂƌĚEŝǆŽŶǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚǁĞůĐŽŵĞŵĞ  W I am a member of the John Birch 
Society  ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚ ) KƌŝŐŝŶĂů ŶŽƚĞ ŚĞůĚ Ăƚ DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚ DĞŝĞƌ ^ƉĞĐŝĂů ŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? Žǆ  ? ? ? &ŽůĚĞƌ  ? ?  “:ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?
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and overlapping Republican-Birch events. Rockefeller aide Arthur Richardson afterwards 
FRPPHQWHG³7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\FDQQRWEHXQGHUUDWHGLQ6RXWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLD>«@7KH\
are young, emotional and well-ILQDQFHG7KH\VHHLQ1L[RQ¶VGHIHDWDZD\WRVKRZWKHLURZQ
VWUHQJWK´ 1R DGPLWWHG %LUFKHUV HQWHUHG &RQJUHVV LQ  EXW FRQVHUYDWLYH 5HSXEOLFDQV¶
growing resistance to efforts to isolate the JBS and reluctance to get moderate candidates 
elected, pointed towards an opening into the state party system that would enable Birchers to 
VSUHDG WKHLU LQIOXHQFH DQG XQ\LHOGLQJ RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH SDUW\¶V HVWDEOLVKPHQW SXVKLQJ IRU
radical anti-labor planks, condemnations of civil rights reform and public housing schemes, 
the Birch-VXSSRUWHG /LEHUW\ $PHQGPHQW DQG WKH XWWHU HUDGLFDWLRQ RI ³PRGHUQ´
Republicanism within GOP ranks. Also, the defeat of Nixon was a clear signal that 
conservatives could seriously damage candidates they distrusted and visibly unite behind an 
alternative of their choosing. 77 
 
III. Vice or Virtue: The Goldwater Momentum 
 At the National Republican convention at San Francisco in July 1964, Barry 
Goldwater shocked the nation by making a bold statement that would haunt his campaign. 
Upon accepting the nomination in front of thousands of suppoUWHUV VKRXWLQJ ³:H :DQW
%DUU\´ Goldwater triumphantly UHMHFWHG WKH ³GDUN DOOH\V RI W\UDQQ\´ DQG ³WKH GHDG-end 
VWUHHWVRIFROOHFWLYLVP´DQGUHPLQGHGWKHQDWLRQWKDW³H[WUHPLVPLQWKHGHIHQVHRIOLberty is 
QR YLFH´ DQG WKDW ³PRGHUDWLRQ LQ WKH SXUVXLW RI MXVWLFH LV QR YLUWXH´78 Though he did not 
name the John Birch Society, the reference could hardly have been clearer. In the eyes of the 
                                                          
77 Kabaservice, 61. 
78 ŶƚŚŽŶǇ>ĞǁŝƐ ? “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ&ŽĞƐ&ĂůƚĞƌŝŶYƵĞƐƚĨŽƌtŝŶŶŝŶŐ/ƐƐƵĞ ? ?New York Times, July 8, 1964, 1. 
192 
 
 
 
political establishment, Goldwater had basically exonerated the Birchers, and likeminded far 
right activists from posing an unwelcome threat to his conservative coalition.79  
In a 1966 radio interview broadcast by the JBS, Robert Welch looked back on the 
LQWHUDFWLRQV WKH -%6 KDG KDG ZLWK HOHFWRUDO SROLWLFV ³As good ciWL]HQV´ :HOFK H[SODLQHG
³>PHPEHUV@PD\WDNHDQDFWLYHSDUWLQSROLWLFV%XWHDFKPHPEHUGRHVVRHQWLUHO\RQKLVRZQ
ZRUNLQJLQWKHSDUW\RIKLVFKRLFHIRUWKHFDQGLGDWHRIKLVFKRLFH´:HOFKFRQFHGHGKRZWKH
Society might actually exert a direct influence over elections, should its members to throw 
WKHLU ZHLJKW EHKLQG FDQGLGDWHV RU GHFLGH UXQ WKHPVHOYHV ³7KDW ZHLJKW´ KH FRQWLQXHG´ LV
usually felt, of course, on the side of the conservatives of either party. So the liberals of both 
parties naturally raise all WKH FODPRU WKH\ FDQ DJDLQVW %LUFKHUV LQ SROLWLFV´ )DU IURP
discouraging members from getting directly involved in local, state or national politics, 
Welch considered it an evitable consequence of his educational efforts and the increasing 
³VWUDQJOHKROG RI WKH OLEHUDOV LQ ERWK SDUWLHV´ WKDW H[HUFLVHG ³XQFHDVLQJ SUHVVXUHV´ RQ
conservative politicians to attack the JBS.80 
 :HOFKLQWHUSUHWHG*ROGZDWHU¶VDPELJXRXVVWDQFHRQWKH6RFLHW\DFFRUGLQJO\DQGLQ
an unpublished manuscript co-authored with MedforG(YDQVRQ:LOOLDP%XFNOH\¶VDOOHJHG
betrayal of Welch and the conservative cause, he dismissed the Senator as an unaware 
FROODERUDWRURIWKHJOREDOFROOHFWLYLVWFDEDO³%DUU\*ROGZDWHUQHYHUKDVEHJXQWRJUDVSWKH
nature, the methods, and the menace of thH&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\>«@ZKLFKPDNHVKLPD
SHUIHFW SDWV\ IRU WKH SODXVLEOH VRXQGLQJ FRXQVHOV RI ³PRGHUDWLRQ´ DQG ³UHVSHFWDEOH
&RQVHUYDWLVP´ E\ D VRSKLVWLFDWHG VFKHPHU OLNH :LOOLDP %XFNOH\ >«@ , KDYH WULHG WR VWD\
                                                          
79 >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ?ĂǀŝĞƐ ? “' ?K ?W ?DŽĚĞƌĂƚĞƐ&ĞĂƌĨƵůŽŶŽĂƐƚ PǆƉĞĐƚĂ^ǁŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?New York Times, June 
7, 1964, 76; see also dŽŵtŝĐŬĞƌ ?  “EĞŐƌŽůŽĐYƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐƌŝǌŽŶĂŶ ?Ɛ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐ  W ZŽĐŬĞĨĞůůĞƌŽŽĞĚ ? ?New York 
Times, July 15, 1964, 1;  “/ŶĂĐƚŝŽŶŽŶŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?New York Times, July 17, 1964, 26. 
80  “dŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇZĞƉŽƌƚ ? ?:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ ? ? ? ? ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “ŝƌĐŚZĞƉŽƌƚ ? ? ?-5. 
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completely out of his hair since the fall RI  >«@ UDWKHU WKDQ FDXVH KLP DQ\
HPEDUUDVVPHQW´ ,Q IDFW RQH RI WKH ELWWHU IHZ HQGRUVHPHQWV :HOFK KDG SXEOLVKHG RI
Goldwater, was a book review on his Conscience of a Conservative.81 Contributing in the 
June 1960 issue of American Opinion &RXQFLO PHPEHU 5HYLOR 2OLYHU ZURWH ³%DUU\
*ROGZDWHULVWKHPRVWFRQVSLFXRXVFRQVHUYDWLYHLQWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\WRGD\>«@7KHPRVW
ULJRURXVFRQVHUYDWLYHFULWLFZLOOILQGOLWWOHLQWKLVERRNWRZKLFKKHFDQWDNHH[FHSWLRQ´82 
 
Fig. 13: Mary Kraychy of Northbrook, Illinois working at the JBS-VSRQVRUHG 3HRSOH¶V 2SLQLRQ /LEUDU\ LQ
Glenview, outside of Chicago, where the Society established a Midwestern regional headquarters. This picture 
ZDVWDNHQLQ-DQXDU\LQWKHZDNHRI%DUU\*ROGZDWHU¶VFDPSDign, and an American Opinion issue with 
the candidate on the cover ± AP IMAGES 
 
                                                          
81 ZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚĂŶĚDĞĚĨŽƌĚǀĂŶƐ ? “&ĂůƐĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ PtŝůůŝĂŵ& ?ƵĐŬůĞǇ ?:ƌ ?ĂŶĚdŚĞEĞǁtŽƌůĚ KƌĚĞƌ ? ?:^
Papers, Box 36, 76. 
82 ZĞǀŝůŽKůŝǀĞƌ ? “ZĞǀŝĞǁŽĨZĞǀŝĞǁƐ ? ?American Opinion 3.7 (June 1960), 41. 
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Welch himself remained reluctant to comment directly on electoral politics, 
presumably lest the JBS lose valuable tax exemptions as an educational organization. 
Meanwhile, individual Birchers continued to organize and infiltrate their local Republican 
Part\HVWDEOLVKPHQWVRWKH\FRXOGKHOSJHW*ROGZDWHU¶VQRPLQDWLRQVHFXUHGDQGSXUJHOLEHUDO
and moderate opponents. Edwin Thomley of Decatur, Illinois wrote to RQH RI :HOFK¶V
staffers in late 1963, to report the progress he and other members had been making in the 
area: ³,QDGGLWLRQWRWKHPDQ\SURMHFWVDQGWDVNVRIORFDO'HFDWXUFKDSWHUVZHKDYHPDQDJHG
to infiltrate the newly formed conservative club of the twenty second congressional district of 
Illinois. The most important item on the agenda is the drive tRGUDIW0U*ROGZDWHU>«@:H
IXOO\UHDOL]HWKDWRQHPDQZLOOQRWVDYHWKHQDWLRQDQGDUHDOVRFRJQL]DQWRIRXUJUHDWWDVN´83 
Still, nowhere were Birchers more politically organized than in California and even Welch 
himself conceded WKDWLQWKHVWDWH³DSUeponderant percentage [of our membership] are active 
LQWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\´84 Emily Pike, a moderate Republican organizer, recalled in an 1977 
LQWHUYLHZ KRZ YLVLEOH %LUFK 6RFLHW\ PHPEHUV KDG EHFRPH DIWHU 1L[RQ¶V GHIHDW DQG KRZ
fiercely they were vying for control over the party leadership: ³7KH %LUFK SHRSOH ZHUH
EHJLQQLQJWRLQILOWUDWHYHU\KHDYLO\LQWKHEHJLQQLQJRI¶KHDGHGWRZDUG¶DQGWKHZKROH
FRQVHUYDWLYHPRYHPHQW´85 
The convention of the Young Republicans, held in February 1963, saw 
ultraconservative Robert Gaston elected President and defeat moderate Kevin Davis, whom 
3LNHUHIHUUHGWRDV³RXUFDQGLGDWHDJDLQVWWKH%LUFKHUV´86 Gaston was not a Bircher, but his 
                                                          
83 Letter from Edwin J. Thomley to William Dunham, October 8, 1963 ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “d ?ŵtĞůĐŚ ? ? 
84 ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ?  “/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ  ? ? ? ? ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ ZĞƉŽƌƚ ŽŶƚŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?American Opinion 
Reprint Series, August 1, 1963, i. 
85 ŵŝůǇ WŝŬĞ ? DŝƌƌŝĂŵ ^ƚĞŝŶ  ?ĞĚ ? ) ?  “ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶ ĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ KƌĂŶŝǌĞƌ P &ƌŽŵ sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ ƚŽ WƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů P Ŷ
/ŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ ? ?ZĞŐŝŽŶĂůKƌĂů,ŝƐƚŽƌǇKĨĨŝĐĞ ?hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇŽĨĞƌŬĞůĞǇ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
86  “ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ĐĐƵƐĞĚKĨWŽǁĞƌ'ƌĂď ? ?Lodi News-Sentinel, January 25, 1963, 2. 
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SRVLWLRQVHDVLO\PDWFKHG WKH6RFLHW\¶VSURILOH7KH\RXQJ LQVXUDQFHH[HFXWLYHIDYRUHG86
ZLWKGUDZDO IURP WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV RSSRVHG DOO IRUHLJQ DLG DQG PDLQWDLQHG .HQQHG\¶V
intervention at Ole Miss was unconstitutional and implied the establishment of a police state. 
Incumbent Harry Keaton accused Gaston of striking a deal with Birch member Ron Garver, 
ZKR KDG DOOHJHGO\ UHWUDFWHG KLV FDQGLGDF\ WR ERRVW *DVWRQ¶V FKDQFHV DJDLQVW WKH PRGHUDWH
Davis. Once the conservatives had captured the YR, an enthusiastic endorsement of Barry 
Goldwater for President was passed.87 
$JDLQ1L[RQ¶VIDLOXUHWRXQLWHWKHSDUW\DURXQGKLVFDQGLGDF\KDGDOUHDG\KLJKOLJKWHG
that dedicated conservatives saw an opportunity to cleanse the party infrastructure of political 
opponents. SLQFHPRVWRIWKHVWDWH¶VSDUW\VWUXFWXUHVGLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\UHOLHGRQYROXQWHHUV
the right-ZLQJ PRPHQWXP WXUQHG PRGHUDWHV DZD\ DQG HOHFWULILHG WKH ³WUXH EHOLHYHUV´ 88 
Throughout the entire process, Goldwater remained consistently ambiguous on the JBS. 
Earlier the prospective candidate had joined Buckley ± albeit cautiously ± in criticizing 
:HOFKIRUKLV³XQZLVH´UHPDUNV6WLOO*ROGZDWHUUHIXVHGWRGLVDYRZWKH6RFLHW\DWODUJHDQG
was careful not to alienate enthusiastic voters and organizers. ³0HPEHUV>RI the JBS] have a 
FRQVWLWXWLRQDOULJKWWRWDNHWKHSRVLWLRQWKH\FKRRVHHYHQWKRXJK,PLJKWGLVDJUHHZLWKWKHP´
KHGHFODUHG³,GRQ¶WDJUHHIRUH[DPSOHWKDW(DUO:DUUHQVKRXOGEHLPSHDFKHG>EXW@³,FDQ¶W
bring myself to disavow a group that is exercising LWV FRQVWLWXWLRQDO ULJKWV´89 Some high-
profile Birch insiders were KHOSLQJ*ROGZDWHU¶VFDPSDLJQPDQDJHU&OLII:KLWHOD\GRZQWKH
groundwork for his presidential run. Tex Talbert raised money and organized volunteers in 
California, while Clarence Manion had helped conceive of the Draft Goldwater initiative and 
told campaigners not to denounce the JBS as it would cost them support. Finally, right-wing 
                                                          
87 >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ?ĂǀŝĞƐ ? “ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐWŝĐŬŝƌĐŚ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌ ? ?New York Times, February 18, 1963, 1. 
88  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?ƐZŝŐŚƚdŽ^ƉĞĂŬ/ƐĞĨĞŶĚĞĚ ? ?Pittsburgh Press, November 20, 1963, 13. 
89 Shermer, Barry Goldwater, 148. 
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businessmen such as H. L. Hunt, Roger Milliken, Walter Knott and J. Howard Pew both 
supported the JBS and Goldwater, and the campaign could not afford to alienate generous 
right-wing sponsors.90 
 The increasing collusion between the far Right ± with the Birchers at the helm ± and 
the Goldwater machine ± DV ZHOO DV WKH FDQGLGDWH¶V UHIXVDO WR GHQRXQFH WKH 6RFLHW\¶V 
membership ± made it clear to observers that Birchers and likeminded conspiratorial 
conservatives had a strong influence over a man who had a solid chance to capture the 
nomination of one of the two major parties. Once again, the issue of extremism resurfaced in 
public debate and a wave of studies in political science and sociology comparable to that of 
1960-HPHUJHG$VWXG\FRPPLVVLRQHGE\%¶QDL%¶ULWK LQHDUO\FRQFOXGHG WKH-%6
ZDV³GDQJHURXVO\JURZLQJ´DQGZDUQHGWKDW:HOFKDQGKLVIROORZHUVKDG assumed a position 
WRH[HUW³UHDOSROLWLFDOPXVFOH´7KHGHIHDWRI5RXVVHORW+LHVWDQGDQG$PDULOOR0D\RU-DFN
Seale had not discouraged Birchers from running for office and the Society had members in 
all states and enjoyed particular growth in Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, as well as 
Washington, Idaho, Arizona, Long Island and evidently, Southern California. The study 
estimated a national membership of between 50,000 and 60,000 with nearly one hundred 
American Opinion bookstores operational around the country.91 
 The Bircher-Goldwater connection was growing in the Deep South as well, adding to 
hostile speculations that the Republican Party was becoming infested with racism and 
                                                          
90 Alfred S. Regnery, Upstream: The Ascendance of American Conservatism (New York: Threshold Editions, 
2008), 126; see also /ƌǀŝŶŐ^ƉŝĞŐĞů ? “ŝĚƚŽZŝŐŚƚ-tŝŶŐ>ĂŝĚƚŽŝŐ&ŝƌŵƐ ? ?New York Times, September 20, 1964, 
1. 
91 Bernard Eismann and David Jansen, The Far Right (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1963); see also Mark Sherwin, 
The Extremists (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1963); Harry and Bonaro Overstreet, The Strange Tactics of 
Extremism  ?EĞǁzŽƌŬ Pt ?t ?EŽƌƚŽŶ ? ? ? ? ? ) ?DŽƌƚŽŶDŝŶƚǌ ? “ ?ŶĂŝ ?ƌŝƚŚZĞƉŽƌƚƐŝ ĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ'ƌŽǁƐ^ƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ ? ?
Washington Post, January 31, 1963, C21. 
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ELJRWU\*ROGZDWHU¶V OLEHUWDULDQRSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH&LYLO5LJKWV$FWRI attracted a new 
generation of Southerners to the G.O.P., thus accelerating the realignment of both parties. 
Like Goldwater, the Birchers were successful in the South, and within a year after the 1964 
election, the city of Birmingham, Alabama alone was estimated to have over one hundred 
chapters, typically counting between ten and twenty members each. Three full-time 
coordinators were active throughout the state and Montgomery, Mobile and Huntsville were 
reported to make significant gains. Many were still Democrats, firmly behind George 
:DOODFH ZKR ZRXOG FRXUW PDQ\ RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V PHPEHUV LQ KLV  UXQ 7KH %LUFKHUV¶
position on civil rights enjoyed great appeal in the South, and it would help channel many 
YRWHUVWRZDUGV*ROGZDWHU¶VVWDQGDUG92 
 The crucial contest to decide the Republican nomination fight of 1964 was without a 
GRXEWWKH&DOLIRUQLDSULPDU\RQ-XQH1HOVRQ5RFNHIHOOHUHPHUJHGDV*ROGZDWHU¶VSULPDU\
rival, and had already won the Oregon contest. Rockefeller embodied everything 
conservative Republicans detested. A wealthy East Coast liberal, Rockefeller espoused social 
and economic progressive ideas and had, to the dismay of religious conservatives, just 
entered into a second, controversial marriage. Both candidates needed to win California in 
order to tip the balance in their favor and send its 82 delegates to the National Convention in 
San Francisco six weeks later. Rockefeller had virtually limitless resources and accused 
Goldwater of inviting extremists like the Birchers into his campaign. California Senator Tom 
.XFKHO ZKR D \HDU EHIRUH KDG FDOOHG WKH %LUFKHUV ³IULJKW SHGGOHUV´ DQG ³RULJLQDWRUV RI
KRD[HV´EHFDPHWKH*RYHUQRU¶VFDPSDLJQPDQDJHUDQGH[SUHVVHGKLVVXVSLFLRQV:HOFKZDV
ordering his members to capture the entire Republican Party, which could only happen 
WKURXJKD*ROGZDWHUYLFWRU\-RVHSK0DUWLQ5RFNHIHOOHU¶VVWDWH-wide coordinator, speculated 
                                                          
92 ZŽǇZĞĞĚ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/Ɛ'ƌŽǁŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚ ? ?New York Times, November 8, 1965, 1; see also Raymond 
DŽůĞǇ ? “ZĞǀŝƚĂůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨ'KWŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚƵĞƚŽzŽƵƚŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, April 28, 1964, A5. 
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Californian Republicans had seen enough of the JBS and were about to reject Goldwater 
because of them.93 
 Local Birchers certainly made themselves visible in the run-up to the primary. 
Republican Jack Alex of Covina, running for a congressional seat, complained the Society 
KDGEHFRPHD³YHU\SUHVHQWWKUHDW´WRKLVQRPLQDWLRQFKDQFHV³7KH\IROORZPHDURXQGZLWK
a good squad, call me a SociDOLVW DQG VD\ , PXVW EH D 'HPRFUDW´ $OH[ FODLPHG -RKQ
Rousselot had offered to have local Birchers campaign for him if he agreed to run on an anti-
U.N. platform and campaign against the federal income tax, which Alex refused. A number 
of avowed JBS members ran for office as well. William Van Mastrigt of Orinda ran 
successfully for the Republican nomination for State Senator (17th District), only to lose to 
his Democratic opponent in November. Southern Californian John G. Schmitz battled off five 
other candidates for the nomination and was carried into office, running primarily against the 
controversial Rumford Open Housing Act. Both Jack Azevedo of Walnut Creek and Donald 
R. St John of Pasadena won their respective nominations for the State Assembly, but lost to 
Democrats. If most JBS candidates were indeed incapable of carrying majorities in general 
HOHFWLRQV LW LV VWLOO VLJQLILFDQW WKH\FRXOGFDSWXUH WKHLUSDUW\¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQGFRQWULEXWH WR
the conservative takeover of the GOP on a local level.94  
 More importantly, Barry Goldwater defied the odds and defeated Nelson Rockefeller 
by little under 60,000 votes with over two million ballots cast between both of them. Again, 
the extremism charges did not pay off. On the contrary, in Southern California, Goldwater 
won by a 2:1 ratio, as the region reached a record number of 68% turnout. Over 50,000 
                                                          
93   “ŝƌĐŚŝĚĂůůĞĚ,ĂƌŵƚŽ'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ ? ?Los Angeles Times, May 7, 1964, 2. 
94 WĂƵůĞĐŬ ? “/ƐƚŚĞDŝůŝƚĂŶƚZŝŐŚƚdƌǇŝŶŐƚŽ^ĞŝǌĞŽŶƚƌŽůŽĨ'KW ? ?Los Angeles Times, May 24, 1964, E1; see 
ĂůƐŽĞĐŬ ? “,ŽǁƚŚĞhůƚƌĂ-ConservatiǀĞƐŽƵůĚdĂŬĞKǀĞƌ^ƚĂƚĞ'KW ? ?Los Angeles Times, May 25, 1964, A1. 
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volunteers had campaigned for Goldwater across the state.95 Conservatives recognized their 
opportunity to capture the party infrastructure and regarded the East Coast party leadership 
with deep distrust. In her 1964 bestseller A Choice Not an Echo, Phyllis Schlafly accused a 
VHOHFW JURXS RI ³NLQJPDNHUV´ EHKLQG WKH G.O.P. leadership of consistently rigging 
presidential selection procedures and denying conservatives a fair chance at representation: 
³How did it happen that, in four major Presidential campaigns, Republicans were 
maneuvered into nominating candidates whRGLGQRWFDPSDLJQRQWKHPDMRULVVXHV",WZDVQ¶W
DQ\ DFFLGHQW ,W ZDV SODQQHG WKDW ZD\´ 6FKODIO\¶V PXVLQJV ZHUH UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RI
FRQVHUYDWLYHV¶ IUXVWUDWLRQV ± and not just the Birchers ± ZLWK WKH (DVWHUQ (VWDEOLVKPHQW¶V
dominant grip on the party. SchlaIO\GLGQRWVKDUHPRVWRI:HOFK¶VFRQVSLUDWRULDOYLHZVEXW
GLG JLYH OHJLWLPDF\ WR WKH EHOLHI WKDW 5HSXEOLFDQ ³NLQJPDNHUV´ KDG DGYHUWHQWO\ VLGHOLQHG
FRQVHUYDWLYHV LQ WKH FKRRVLQJ RI D SUHVLGHQWLDO QRPLQHH 5RFNHIHOOHU¶V DWWDFNV RQ WKH -%6
reminded conservatives like Schlafly of the smear campaigns against Robert Taft and Joe 
McCarthy, both politicians conservative Republicans admired and were convinced had been 
silenced by the party establishment.96 
When after the general election Goldwater finally repudiated the JBS and its 
members, many of his supporters, including non-members, felt he was targeting the wrong 
JURXS DQG PHUHO\ VXEPLWWLQJ WR WKH VDPH ³NLQJPDNHUV´ WKDW FRXOG QRW VWRS KLP IURP
clinching the nomination and so helped destroy his hopes for election. Joan C. Phillips, a 
Californian Goldwater volunteer, wrote the former Senator expressing her disappointment: 
³<RXRIIHUHGXVDKRSH7KDWKRSHRIHOHFWLQJ\RXDV3UHVLGHQWZDVGHVWUR\HGE\WKHVDPH
                                                          
95 >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ?ĂǀŝĞƐ ? “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ ?EĂƌƌŽǁůǇĞĂƚŝŶŐZŽĐŬĞĨĞůů ƌ ?^ĞƚƐĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ' ?K ?W ?ŽŶĂEĞǁŽƵƌƐĞ ? ?Los 
Angeles Times, June 4, 1964, 22; see also  “KƌĂŶŐĞŽƵŶƚǇ P'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ>ĞĂĚƐ ?- ŝŶŽƵŶƚǇsŽƚĞ ? ?Los Angeles 
Times, June 3, 1964, E8. 
96 Phyllis Schlafly, A Choice Not an Echo (Alton, IL: Pere Marquette Press, 1964), 25. 
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VPHDU DUWLVWV >«@ VHHNLQJ WR GHVWUR\ WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\´ 97  Frank Lowe, a former 
'L[LHFUDW H[SUHVVHG VLPLODU GLVDSSURYDO ³, DP QRW D %LUFKHU´ KH ZURWH ³EXW FHUWDLQO\
appreciate all they have done, and are trying to do, to keep this great country of ours free and 
XQGHU &RQVWLWXWLRQDO JRYHUQPHQW´98 Ruth Cook, a Mormon conservative from Escondido, 
forwarded Goldwater a letter she had written to Michigan Gov. George Romney, in which 
VKHZDUQHG5RPQH\DJDLQVWDOLHQDWLQJWKH%LUFKHUV³:KHQ\RXDWWDFNWKH%LUFK6RFLHW\\RX
attack the whole conservative strengtK>«@7KHORXGHU\RXER\VVKRXWDQGDWWDFNWKH%LUFK
6RFLHW\WKHPRUH\RXDUHKXUWLQJ\RXUVHOYHV-XVWZKRVDWRQWKHLUKDQGVLQ¶WRKHOSORVH
WKHHOHFWLRQ"´99 
 ,WZDVWKHVDPHVXVSLFLRQVWKDWWXUQHG*ROGZDWHU¶VGHOHJDWHVDWWKHFRQYHQWLRQLQ-XO\
against the two proposals put forward to mollify his platform. With the support of Romney, 
Rockefeller, Mark Hatfield and other Republican leaders, Pennsylvania Governor William 
Scranton proposed a resolution accepting the constitutionality of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which Goldwater had just voted against. The resolution was rejected by 897 to 409. An 
additional plank was suggested by Scranton, which formally denounced the John Birch 
Society as extremist, alongside the Ku Klux Klan and other hate groups. Not only was the 
resolution shouted down twice, but Nelson Rockefeller was treated to a chorus of catcalls 
when trying to defend the proposal. Then, upon accepting the nomination, Goldwater 
                                                          
97 Letter from J.C. Phillips to Barry Goldwater, October 15, 1965, Barry Goldwater Papers, 1964-1965, Division 
ŽĨZĂƌĞĂŶĚDĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ ?ŽƌŶĞůůhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ ?ZĞĞů ? ‘>Ğtters on the John Birch Society. ? 
98 Letter from Frank L. Lowe to Barry Goldwater, October 15, 1965, ibid.. 
99 Letter from Ruth Cook to George Romney, October 14, 1965, ibid.; voter turnout in 1964 remained constant 
with regard to 1960, but it is evident that many moderate and liberal Republicans made the switch to Johnson. 
Some Republican politicians, like Kuchel, did refuse to campaign on behalf their paƌƚǇ ?ƐĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ ? 
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IDPRXVO\ VWRRG XS IRU WKH ³H[WUHPLVWV´ LQ KLV FDPS GHDOLQJ D fatal blow to any serious 
attempts to get a resolution of condemnation passed.100  
It was clear that, while the extremism issue united conservatives behind Goldwater 
more than it divided them, it would become nigh-on impossible for the Republican to come 
back to the center for the general election. As with the Nixon gubernatorial race, by taking 
their stand against the liberal and moderate forces within their own party, conservative 
Republicans had made it relatively easy for the Democrats to exploit the image of Goldwater 
DV D ZDUPRQJHULQJ H[WUHPLVW *ROGZDWHU¶V VKRRW-from-the-hip rhetorical style only 
H[DFHUEDWHGWKHSUREOHP:KLOHKHDFFXVHG-RKQVRQRIEHLQJD³UDGLFDOOLEHUDOLVW´ZKRZDV
WDNLQJ WKH FRXQWU\ ³GRZQ WKH URDG WR VRFLDOLVP´ WKH 3UHVLGHQW EDUHO\ acknowledged his 
opponent and remained dominant in the polls, ultimately beating Goldwater in a landslide.101 
The JBS struggled with the same problem. Whereas the exposure it had received in 
the run-up to the nomination battle boosted its image among conservatives, to centrist and 
liberal voters it remained a frightening symbol of right-wing extremism. A 1964 election 
study revealed only five percent of Americans who knew of the JBS, approved of it.102 The 
aftermath of the Kennedy assassination had severely tainted the Society, especially after 
Revilo Oliver authored an article for American Opinion, in which he speculated Kennedy had 
                                                          
100 ŶƚŚŽŶǇ>ĞǁŝƐ ?  “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ&ŽĞƐ&ĂůƚĞƌ ŝŶYƵĞƐƚĨŽƌtŝŶŶŝ Ő/ƐƐƵĞ ? ?New York Times, July 8, 1964, 1.; see 
ĂůƐŽ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ?ĂǀŝĞƐ ?  “' ?K ?W ?DŽĚĞƌĂƚĞƐ&ĞĂƌĨƵůŽŶŽĂƐƚ PǆƉĞĐƚĂ^ǁŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?New York Times, 
June 7, 1964, 76; Tom WicŬĞƌ ? “EĞŐƌŽůŽĐYƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐƌŝǌŽŶĂŶ ?Ɛ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐ W ZŽĐŬĞĨĞůůĞƌŽŽĞĚ ? ?New York Times, 
July 15, 1964, 1;  “/ŶĂĐƚŝŽŶŽŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?New York Times, July 17, 1964, 26. 
101   “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ &ĞĞůƐ ,Ğ ?Ɛ &ŽƵŶĚ sŝĐƚŽƌǇ &ŽƌŵƵůĂ ?Washington Post, October 9, 1964, A7; see also Stephen 
Shadegg, What Happened to Goldwater? The Inside Story of the 1964 Republican Campaign  (New York: Holt, 
Rineheart and Winston, 1965), 134. 
102 ůǇĚĞ tŝůĐŽǆ  “^ŽƵƌĐĞƐ ŽĨ ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ KůĚ ZŝŐŚƚ P  ŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
Christian Anti-ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵƌƵƐĂĚĞ ? ?Social Science History 12.4 (Winter 1988), 431. 
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been killed after angering his Communist paymasters.103 A David Lewis from Sherman Oaks, 
CA wrote the LA Times, saying: ³7KH\FDUU\ with them the stench of an appeal to violence 
and prejudice, a rejection of the processes of a democracy, and an ugly and recurrent 
faithlessness in the good will, motives and patriotism of any American who disagrees with 
WKHP´104 Two months before the election, John Rousselot was invited onto ABC Radio along 
with Billy James Hargis to talk about grassroots conservative movements. When asked if it 
was true that Welch had claimed the United States was 50-70% Communist-controlled, 
RoXVVHORW FRQILUPHG DQG HODERUDWHG ³,W LVQ¶W MXVW WKH *RYHUQPHQW ,W¶V WKH LQIOXHQFH LQ
education. The influence in some areas of the Communication media. In many other areas, in 
UHOLJLRQ VRPHWLPHV $QG , GRQ¶W WKLQN WKHUH¶V DQ\ GRXEW DERXW WKH HIIHFWLYHQHss of the 
&RPPXQLVW&RQVSLUDF\LQSHQHWUDWLQJ´105 
After the defeat, many Birchers only felt more motivated, angered that their candidate 
had been betrayed, but hopeful they could help secure future conservative victories through 
tireless campaigning and educational efforts.106 Alfred Mierzejewski of Willingsboro, New 
-HUVH\ZURWHLQKLV0RQWKO\0HPEHUV¶0HVVDJHKRZWKHHOHFWLRQKDGHQFRXUDJHGKLV-year 
ROG VRQ WR MRLQ WKH-%6DQGRUJDQL]H D WHHQDJH 5HSXEOLFDQFOXEZLWKPHPEHUV ³7KH\
were working with more zeal toward the election of conservative republicans than most of the 
DGXOWV´107 Xena Kandal, a Bircher from Glendale, California wrote to Goldwater to complain 
DIWHU KLV GHQRXQFHPHQW RI WKH 6RFLHW\ D \HDU DIWHU WKH HOHFWLRQ ³, GR NQRZ WKLV 0U
Goldwater, that had it not been for the work of the John Birch Society, your name would 
                                                          
103 ZĞǀŝůŽKůŝǀĞƌ ? “DĂƌǆŵĂŶƐŚŝƉŝŶĂůůĂƐ ? ?American Opinion 7.3 (March 1964), 65-78. 
104  “ZĞĂĐƚŝŽŶƚŽ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĚǀĞƌƚŝƐĞŵĞŶƚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, October 3, 1964, B4. 
105  “,ĂƌŐŝƐĂŶĚZŽƵƐƐĞůŽƚdĂůŬ/ƐƐƵĞƐĂŶĚŶƐǁĞƌƐ ? ?Southern Illinoisian, October 11, 1964, 16. 
106 &ƌĞĚt ?'ƌƵƉƉ ?:ƌ ? ? “dŚĞWŽůŝƚŝĐĂůWĞƌƐƉĞĐƚŝǀĞƐŽĨŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇDĞŵďĞƌƐ ? ?ŝŶZŽďĞƌƚ^ĐŚŽĞŶďĞƌŐĞƌ ?ĞĚ ? ) ?The
American Right Wing: Readings in Political Behavior. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Inc., 1969, 102-3. 
107 MMM from Alfred Mierzejewski, November 2 ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “ ? ? ? ?
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have never been on the ballot in California. I, for one, worked like a dog to get your name 
SODFHGWKHUHEHFDXVHZHZDQWHG\RX´108 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 
Despite the harrowing defeat at the polls, the Goldwater campaign was a crucial step forward 
for the American right. His Southern sweep heralded a new electoral order of Sun Belt 
conservatives that Republicans could successfully court in the future. The campaign brought 
solidly right-ZLQJ SRVLWLRQV RQ VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV VPDOO JRYHUQPHQW ODZ DQG RUGHU DJJUHVVLYH
anti-communism and social conservatism to the party platform and despite the stunning 
defeat, handed the conservative movement a much greater degree of legitimacy. It turned 
Ronald Reagan into a superstar overnight, and put him on his way to win the governorship of 
the most populous state in the union just two years later. Both Goldwater and Reagan profited 
from the work of the JBS and its suburban warriors, but the latter would learn to avoid direct 
association with its extremist label so as not to lose his appeal to the center. In a way, more so 
WKDQ*ROGZDWHUKHZRXOGEHFRPHDV\PERORIWKH%LUFKHUV¶VWUHQJWKVDQGOLPLWDWLRQV 
The John Birch Society played an important part in the consolidation behind 
*ROGZDWHU¶V FRXS :HOFK¶V HGXFDWLRQDO QHWZRUN SURYLGHG WKRXVDQGV RI GHGLFDWHG
conservatives with the experience vital to make their mark on the political landscape. What is 
more, tKH %LUFKHUV EHFDPH D V\PERO RI UHVLVWDQFH WR WKH ³PRGHUQ´ 5HSXEOLFDQLVP RI
Eisenhower, Dewey and Rockefeller. Whereas the extremist label damaged Goldwater in the 
general election against Johnson, as it had done for Nixon against Pat Brown, it acted as a 
                                                          
108 Letter from Xena Kandal to Barry Goldwater, October 14, 1965, Barry Goldwater Papers, Reel 8. 
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catalysing factor upon the right-wing capture of the Republican Party, spearheaded from the 
DUHDVZKHUH WKH-%6ZDVDW LWV VWURQJHVW ,I*ROGZDWHU¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQGVXEVHTXHQWGHIHDW
was an essential jump to pave the way for future conservative victories, then the John Birch 
Society, both as a political tool and scapegoat as well as an organization of highly motivated 
right-wingers, had been essential to that evolution. 
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Chapter 5: A Strident Minority: Challenging History in Post-Consensus 
America, 1964-1968 
 
The controversial role the John Birch Society assumed around the 1964 election would 
permanently alter its position within the conservative movement. Historians typically regard 
the election as a coming of age of postwar American conservatism while pointing towards the 
5HSXEOLFDQGHIHDWDVWKHRQVHWRIWKH%LUFK6RFLHW\¶VGHFOLQHRQWKHQDWLRQDOVWDJHLQWHUPVRI
influence, membership and cohesion. In doing so, the definitive ousting of the JBS from the 
conservative mainstream is often seen as a parallel development or even a sine qua non for 
the eventual rise of the New Right. Looking at California and the ascension of Ronald 
Reagan in particular, Mary Brennan, Kurt Schuparra and Matthew Dallek have identified the 
IRUPHUDFWRU¶VJXEHUQDWRULDOUDFHDV³WKHULJKWPRPHQW´IRUFRQVHUYDWLYHVWRH[SORLWWKH
right-wing shift that Goldwater had produced within the Republican Party, as well as shed the 
FXPEHUVRPH H[WUHPLVW LPDJH DQG ³JXLOW E\ DVVRFLDWLRQ´ LQYRNHG E\ SROLWLFDO RSSRQHQWV
looking to equate the entire conservative movement with the Birchers, Minutemen and even 
the Klan. In a historical study of the rise of Southern Republican conservatism in Texas, Sean 
Cunningham has illustrated how savvy political leaders with Senator John Tower at the helm 
had learned to reap the benefits of grassroots networks put in place by Birchers and 
likeminded anti-Communists, while escaping direct association and playing down ideological 
ties when the time would come to battle for the center. Reconciling similar observations into 
a national narrative, Jonathan Schoenwald has identified the Goldwater campaign as well as 
5REHUW:HOFK¶VDPELJXRXVVWDQFHRQ9LHWQDPDVWKHSURYHUELDOILQDOVWUDZIRUFRQVHUYDWLYH
architects like Bill Buckley and the National Review, who decided the occasion had arisen for 
responsible conservatives to break ranks with the Birchers entirely and unequivocally. 
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 To a certain extent, these conclusions have been proven correct. By the end of the 
decade, the Birch Society would lose the vital momentum and aura of novelty it had been 
DEOH WR SURYLGH WKRXVDQGV RI FRQVHUYDWLYHV GLVLOOXVLRQHG ZLWK (LVHQKRZHU¶V PRGHUQ
5HSXEOLFDQLVP DQG IULJKWHQHG RI .HQQHG\¶V &ROG :DU OLEHUDOLVP MXVW D IHZ \HDUV earlier. 
After experiencing an undeniable peak at the time of the Goldwater campaign, the JBS would 
be faced with an unsurmountable barrage of criticism, ridicule and, possibly worse, lukewarm 
neglect and avoidance even by those ideologically sympathetic to its cause. Though the 
Society officially stayed out of electoral contests and partisan politics, its members remained 
highly politically active, which meant that for those who were eager to make an impact in 
mainstream party politics their associations would pose a serious dilemma. In the meantime, 
:HOFK¶V H[XEHUDQW FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRULHV KDG FRQVLVWHQWO\ HPEDUUDVVHG FRQVHUYDWLYHV DQG
handed their opponents a valuable weapon. Though the Southern-born businessman had made 
sure his organization would avoid resorting to the explicit racial bigotry of white supremacist 
factions in opposing civil rights activism and legislation, its insistence on a conspiratorial 
interpretation of history and contemporary developments would keep it attractive to far right-
wing xenophobes and paramilitary extremists. Even if :HOFKGLGPRQLWRUPHPEHUV¶DFWLYLWLHV
and associations constantly and execute occasional purges if individual cases became too 
embarrassing, the Birchers ultimately risked being increasingly isolated between respectable 
± i.e. electable ± conservatives on one side, and racist conspiracy theorists on the other. 
 Still, there are a number of important observations to be made that can shed a clearer 
light on the post-*ROGZDWHUVWDJHRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VGHYHORSPHQWDQGDWWKHVDPHWLPHRIIHUD
link between its strXJJOHIRUSROLWLFDOUHOHYDQFHDQGWKH1HZ5LJKW¶VYLFWRULHVRYHUWKHOLEHUDO
New Deal coalition during the latter half of the decade. First of all, the extremist charges 
hurled at the JBS by pundits and politicians alike consistently still betrayed strikingly similar 
assumptions to those that had preoccupied the liberal consensus commentators caught off 
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JXDUG E\ *ROGZDWHU¶V PHWHRULF ULVH &OHDUO\ LQ PDQ\ LI QRW D PDMRULW\ RI FDVHV WKH
vilification of Welch and the Society offered critics a strategic pathway either to undermine 
RUVROLGLI\WKHFRQVHUYDWLYHV¶HOHFWRUDOEDVHGHSHQGLQJRQZKHUHWKH\VWRRGSROLWLFDOO\:KLOH
skeptical conservatives were primarily preoccupied with purging the Republican Party of 
harmful elements that could imperil their chances at the ballot box, liberals still regarded the 
Birchers more often than not as anti-democratic, authoritarian, and even Fascist 
IXQGDPHQWDOLVWVXQILWWRSDUWDNHLQWKHQDWLRQ¶VSROLWLFDOGLDORJXH 
 The problem here lies both in the overestimation of the cohesion of the liberal 
FRQVHQVXVDQGLQWKHXQGHUHVWLPDWLRQRIFRQVHUYDWLYHV¶SRWHQWLDOWRIRUPDUHODWLYHO\XQLILHG
IURQWDQGH[SORLW WKHFUDFNV WKDWZHUHVKRZLQJ LQ WKH OLEHUDOV¶KROGRQ WKHQDWLRQDODJHQGD
Even considering that the inevitable William Buckley called on Birchers to resign from the 
Society and urged other conservatives to regard them as a threat to their cause, it would be a 
mistake to view the JBS as an activist organization significantly divorced from 
FRQVHUYDWLVP¶VDWWDFNRQWKH1HZ'HDl order. The various projects and front groups headed 
by motivated Birchers around the nation ± from opposing universal healthcare and liberalized 
sex education to desegregated EXVLQJDQGFLWL]HQV¶SROLFHUHYLHZERDUGV± ran by and large 
parallel with the 1HZ5LJKW¶VSRSXOLVWDWWDFNRQOLEHUDOLVPZKLFKFRQVHUYDWLYHVFRQYHQLHQWO\
argued had invited the chaos of urban rioting, the conspicuous excesses of the counterculture 
and the white backlash against redistributive policies such as welfare and affirmative action.  
It is vital to map the gradual decline of the JBS alongside the tangible successes it 
achieved through its tireless activism and vocal dissent. The most significant of these was the 
VXFFHVVIXO GULYH WR GLVEDQG 1HZ <RUN &LW\¶V FLYLOLDQ SROLFH UHYLew board in 1966, a 
concerted effort by the NYPD as well as conservative interest groups, including the JBS. 
With its Support Your Local Police program, the Society could appeal to public skepticism 
towards the review board and tie their opposition to it together with issues of crime, race, 
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XUEDQ GHFD\ VWDWHV¶ ULJKWV DQG VLPLODU DUHDV LQ ZKLFK SXEOLF RSLQLRQ ZDV UDSLGO\ VKLIWLQJ
towards more conservative approaches. As such, Birchers could significantly contribute to an 
important conservative victory that transcended the boundaries of the city and had vast 
implications for the direction national politics was evolving towards. Even if Welch said so 
himself, the Society ³KHOSHGFUHDWHWKHDWPRVSKHUHWKDWHOHFWHG5RQDOG5HDJDQDV*RYHUQRU
of California and defHDWHGWKH&LYLOLDQ&RPSODLQW5HYLHZ%RDUGUHIHUHQGXPLQ1HZ<RUN´1 
It is also important to accord a degree of agency to the Society with regard to its 
receding from the mainstream party system. The Draft Goldwater movement had brought 
countless Birchers, especially in the South and West, into the Republican fold; and the 
attitudes prominent Republicans would adopt towards them, as a result, would drive many 
back out. While this often meant high-profile campaigns dealt with the JBS more cautiously, 
it was not simply a matter of straightforward exclusion. The independent, third-party 
campaign of George Wallace, which depended on the zeal and hands-on mobilization efforts 
of many who belonged to the Society, offered a viable populist alternative to many from the 
two main parties who had been sufficiently disillusioned and alienated to consider either 
mainstream candidacy worth supporting.  
The developments of the end of the decade, including the victory of Richard Nixon, 
left Robert Welch and the JBS in a paradR[LFDOSRVLWLRQ$JUHDWSDUWRIWKH6RFLHW\¶VVWUHQJWK
DQG DSSHDO KDG UHOLHG RQ WKH VHQVH WKDW ³WUXH FRQVHUYDWLYHV´ KDG EHHQ SXVKHG RXW RI RU
silenced in both main parties and that therefore the public needed to be properly reeducated 
on the perils of creeping Communism in mainstream politics. It also relied on the image of a 
liberal establishment that hid behind exaggerated social injustices to impose an oppressive set 
                                                          
1 'ĞŶĞ ůĂŬĞ ?  “tĞůĐŚ ůĂŝŵƐ ŝƌĐŚ DĞŵďĞƌƐ ,ĞůƉĞĚ ZĞĂŐĂŶ tŝŶ ůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? ?Los Angeles Times, December 8, 
1966, 3; see also  “/ŶƐŝĚĞ ZĞƉŽƌƚ P ZŝŐŚƚ ǆƚƌĞŵŝƐŵ ĞĂĚ Ɛ ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ /ƐƐƵĞ ? ?Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
September 24, 1966, 17;  “tĞůĐŚ>ŝŶŬƐtĂƌƚŽDŽƌĞŽŶƚƌŽůƐ ? ?New York Times,  December 10, 1966, 25. 
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of values harmful to American sovereignty and constitutional integrity. The election cycles of 
1966 and 1968 revealed a growing popular rebuttal of ± or at least skepticism towards ± Great 
Society reform programs and the nascent New Left. As a result, the JBS would see national 
politics shift substantially to the Right, leaving them with a much weakened and divided Left 
WR UDOO\ DJDLQVW :DOODFH SURYLGHG DQ H[FHOOHQW FKDQQHO IRU WKH %LUFKHUV¶ FRQVSLUDWRULDO
mindset and outsider syndrome, but the election of Richard Nixon left them in an awkward 
position. They had played a significant part in shaping the discourse of the Right over the 
course of the decade, fueling populist indignation over liberal initiatives and what they saw as 
the surrender of true conservative values to pointless compromise and moral corruption. With 
Nixon at the helm, whom they bitterly distrusted, their persistent protest became increasingly 
PDUJLQDOL]HG:KLOHWKHQDWLRQKXQJHUHGIRUSHDFHDWKRPHDQGGpWHQWHDEURDGWKH%LUFKHUV¶
refusal to accept compromise and fixation with global conspiracy narratives would isolate 
them further, reflected by the embarrassing third-party candidacy of John G. Schmitz in 1972. 
 
I. Growth after Goldwater 
%DUU\*ROGZDWHU¶V UHVRXQGLQJGHIHDW WR/\QGRQ -RKQVRQVKRRN WKH$PHULFDQ5LJKW
profoundly. Not only did the election humiliate the fragile national conservative movement 
that had solidified around the Arizonan, but it also handed the sitting President an apparent 
endorsement of his domestic reform efforts, including the milestone civil rights law passed 
the previous summer. The nation, still in mourning over the slain Jack Kennedy, embraced 
his constitutional successor by a staggering 16 million votes over the Republican challenger. 
Johnson carried all but six states and the extent of his victory at last seemed to usher in the 
triumph of the liberal consensus. With the battle for the White House wrapped up and the 
FRQJUHVVLRQDOHOHFWLRQVSOD\LQJRXW WR WKH'HPRFUDWV¶DGYDQWDJH OLEHUDOVFRXOGFRQILGHQWO\
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SXUVXH DQ HYHQ PRUH DPELWLRXV OHJLVODWLYH DJHQGD RI ZKLFK WKH ³:DU RQ 3RYHUW\´ ZRXOG
become the most significant manifestation. It seemed the era of inner turmoil and division 
ZDVILQDOO\ZLQGLQJGRZQDQGWKHQDWLRQFRXOGFRPHWRJHWKHUDURXQGWKHYLWDOFHQWHU³,DVN
all those who supported me and all those that opposed me to forget our differences and stand 
XQLWHGEHIRUHDOOWKHZRUOG´-RKQVRQSOHDGHGZLWKWKHHOHFWRUDWH2 
 While Johnson called for national unity and prepared for his first full presidential 
term, conservatives were marching to a different tune. Successful grassroots efforts to rally 
WKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\DURXQGD³WUXHEOXH´FRQVHUYDWLYHFDQGLGDWHKDGUHVXOWHGLQDODQGVOLGH
GHIHDWIRUWKH5LJKWEXW*ROGZDWHU¶VHOHFWULI\LQJWULXPSKDWWKH&RZ3DODFHRYHUWKHSDUW\¶V
moderate and liberal wings did not leave his dedicated followers despondent and prepared to 
VXUUHQGHU2QWKHFRQWUDU\*ROGZDWHU¶VYHULWDEOHFRXSKDGFRQYLQFHGFRQVHUYDWLYHVDURXQG
the country they were not isolated in regional pockets or hamstrung by division over issues 
such as civil rights and the threat of international Communism. The networks that had been 
established or infiltrated by conservatives to nominate Goldwater could now be perfected to 
carry future candidates into office or mount successful campaigns on a variety of issues, from 
crime and law enforcement to housing and education. 
 Robert Welch and the Birch Society had officially stayed out of the election, but 
PDQ\ RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V PHPEHUV KDG KHOSHG PRELOL]H VXSSRUW IRU *ROGZDWHU DQG UDOOLHG
against the Eastern Establishment within the Republican Party. The Birchers had in fact 
SURYLGHG WKH5LJKWZLWK DPL[HGEOHVVLQJ7R WKH FRQVHUYDWLYHPRYHPHQW¶VEHQHILW:HOFK
had created a powerful national right-wing organization with the potential to connect 
dedicated citizens in their individual fights against domestic liberalism and international 
Communism. Their experience drawn from chapter meetings, front group projects and 
                                                          
2  “:ŽŚŶƐŽŶdŚĂŶŬƐƚŚĞWĞŽƉůĞĨŽƌsŝĐƚŽƌǇ ? ?Pittsburgh Press, November 4, 1964, 18. 
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national crusades had paved the way for many Goldwater enthusiasts to help steer the GOP 
VLJQLILFDQWO\ WR WKH ULJKW :HOFK¶V UHIXVal to compromise on practically all issues he cared 
about and the intricate conspiracy theories he typically laid out behind them, was reflected by 
the zeal with which members and sympathizers wrestled moderate and liberal opponents 
within the party for coQWURO WKXV WULJJHULQJ *ROGZDWHU¶V ZDWHUVKHG YLFWRU\ DQG HYHQWXDO
defeat. 
On a 1965 speaking tour in Southern California, Robert Welch proclaimed local Birch 
DFWLYLVWV KDG IRUPHG D ³KDUG FRUH RI VWUHQJWK´ WKDW KHOSHG JHW VHYHUDO ³WUXH EOXH´
conservatives on the ballot, especially in California. Welch estimated national membership at 
over 80,000 ± up at least 15,000 from before the election.3 $PRQJRWKHUIDFWRUVWKH6RFLHW\¶V
opposition to federal civil rights legislation ensured that its appeal to disgruntled Dixiecrats 
FRXOG UXQ SDUDOOHO ZLWK *ROGZDWHU¶V 6RXWKHUQ VZHHS HDUQLQJ WKH %LUFK EUDQG VLJQLILFDQW
Southern advances at a time of partisan realignment. If anything, the election seemed to 
energize the Society and encouraged its leadership and membership base to step up their 
educational efforts. Thousands of pamphlets were distributed across the country through local 
FKDSWHUV VD\LQJ³,I \RXDUHRQHRI WKH WKHQ UHDG WKLV >«@:HDUH LQQRZD\
FRQQHFWHG ZLWK *ROGZDWHU >«@ %XW ZH KDYH VRPHWKing worthwhile to say to those good 
$PHULFDQV ZKR YRWHG IRU KLP LQ WKH ODVW HOHFWLRQ´ %HOPRQW SLWFKHG LWV XVXDO ³RXWVLGH RI
SROLWLFV´ PHVVDJH EXW ZDV HDJHU WR WDS LQWR WKH SRWHQWLDO RI *ROGZDWHU¶V GLVLOOXVLRQHG
PLOOLRQVZDLWLQJWREHHQOLVWHGIRUGXW\³Massive education, not political ballyhoo, offers the 
only means of again electing enough Conservatives to office in this country to save it from 
FROOHFWLYLVWW\UDQQ\´:HOFKKDGXQGHUVWRRGWKHWLPHZDVULSHIRUDJJUHVVLYHH[SDQVLRQDQG
                                                          
3 Ăƌů'ƌĞĞŶďĞƌŐ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ,ĞůƉĞĚtŝŶWƌŝŵĂƌŝĞƐ W tĞůĐŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, January 14, 1965, A1; see 
also :ĂĐŬEĞůƐŽŶ ? “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐdŝŐŚƚĞŶ'ƌŝƉŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, September 27, 1965, A1; 
ZŽǇZĞĞĚ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/Ɛ'ƌŽǁŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚ ? ?New York Times, November 8, 1965, 1. 
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profiting from the Draft Goldwater momentum, expressed his ambitions for growth up to 
³WKUHHRUIRXUWLPHVRXUSUHVHQWVL]H´ZKLFKKHVDZDVDPLQLPXPUHTXLUHPHQWWR³SOD\WKH
UROHRI'DYLGUHDOLVWLFDOO\DJDLQVWWKH&RPPXQLVW*ROLDWK´ 4 
Unsurprisingly, he welcomed the Goldwater debacle as an opportunity and a 
necessary wake-XS FDOO WR WKH QDWLRQ¶V GRUPDQW FRQVHUYDWLYH SRSXODFH DQG WKH GHILQLWLYH
proof that the country was slipping down the road to a socialist dystopia. Determined to turn 
the severity of the RepublicanV¶ GHIHDW LQ 1RYHPEHU WR KLV DGYDQWDJH KH KHLJKWHQHG KLV
DODUPLVW UKHWRULFHYHQ IXUWKHU³,Q1RYHPEHU IRUW\-two million supporters of Lyndon 
Johnson voted for repeal of our Declaration of Independence, and for gradual surrender of 
United States soveUHLJQW\ WR LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRQWURO´ KH ZDUQHG $OVR WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ
OHDGHUVKLS¶V UHSHDWHG DWWHPSWV WR XQVHDW *ROGZDWHU DQG WKHLU UHOXFWDQW HPEUDFH RI WKH
6HQDWRU¶VFDQGLGDF\DIWHUWKHQRPLQDWLRQWR:HOFKSUHVHQWHGXQGHQLDEOHHYLGHQFHWKDWDQHYLO
conspiracy KDG WDNHQ KROG RI WKH *23¶V PDFKLQHU\ WR ZUHVW LW DZD\ IURP WUXH
constitutionalist Republicans.5 
:KDW LV PRUH ZLGHVSUHDG LQVLVWHQFH RQ WKH ³H[WUHPLVP´ LVVXH DFURVV DQG EH\RQG
both parties basically boiled down to condemnations of Welch and the Society. Thus, attacks 
from influential syndicated columnists like Drew Pearson and Carl Greenberg, moderate 
Republicans like Tom Kuchel, George Romney and Mark Hatfield and even prominent 
conservatives such as George Sokolsky and William Buckley, contributed heavily to the 
%LUFKHUV¶ VHQVH RI SROLWLFDO PDUW\UGRP DQG IURP WKHLU SHUVSHFWLYH DOO EXW FRQILUPHG
suspicions of an alarmed conspiracy they were firmly closing in on. With a pronounced sense 
                                                          
4  “EŽǁtŝůůzŽƵ:ŽŝŶd,:K,E/Z,^K/dz ?WĂŵƉŚůĞƚ ? ? ? ? ? ?ůĂrk Norton Right Wing Publications, Division 
of Rare and Manuscript Collections, Cornell University Library, Box 5,  “ƐƐŽƌƚĞĚ ? ^ĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ-Wing 
WƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ ?ŶǀĞůŽƉĞ ? ? ? ? ? ) ? ? 
5 Op. cit. 
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of pride, Welch proclaimed the only viable reason such a wide campaign had been mounted 
DJDLQVW KLV FDXVH KDG WR EH ³WKDW WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ « can conduct an educational 
FDPSDLJQZKLFKZLOOH[SRVHDQGGHIHDWWKH&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\´)LQDOO\KHFDOOHGXSRQ
IHOORZWUDYHOHUVWRUHDFKWKHVDPHFRQFOXVLRQVDQGMRLQWKHVWUXJJOH³Now will you join The 
-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\"´6 
-RKQ 5RXVVHORW E\ WKHQ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V QHZO\ DSpointed national Public Relations 
executive, announced more members had joined during November 1964 than at any other 
WLPH ³>D@QG &DOLIRUQLD OHG WKH QDWLRQ LQ QHZ FKDSWHUV DQG PHPEHUV´ ,Q WKH *ROGHQ 6WDWH
alone, the Society sought to add 38,000 members over the course of 1965, and, boasting 
leadership over organized chapters in all 435 congressional districts, Rousselot revealed the 
objective of attracting a total of between 325,000 and 500,000 members by late 1966. 7 
Though the Society would never remotely attain that number, Rousselot earlier on in 1966 
would claim a staggering 100,000 organized Birchers, aided by 250 staff members, of which 
80 were paid organizers.8 $V IRU WKH 6RFLHW\¶V VLVWHU SURMHFW American Opinion, Rousselot 
placed its national subscULEHGUHDGHUVKLSDWQROHVVWKDQ³$VPRUHSHRSOHDWWDFNXV´
KHJORDWHG³PRUHSHRSOHEHFRPHLQWHUHVWHGLQXVDQGPDNHLQTXLULHVDERXWRXUDFWLYLWLHV´9 
                                                          
6 Op. cit.; long after the election, Drew Pearson remained adamant about the role of the Society in mobilizing 
racist and militant agitators like Minutemen leader Robert DePugh, as well as the risk of Bircher infiltration of 
ůŽĐĂů'KWƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ ?ƐĞĞƌĞǁWĞĂƌƐŽŶ ? “EŽŝƐĞŽŶƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ PExtreme Right Wing Is Conducting Drives Trying 
ƚŽ^ŚŽǁdŚĂƚ/ƚĂŶ>ĞĂĚ'KW ? ?Washington Post, November 7, 1965, E7.  
7  “ZŽƵƐƐĞůŽƚŝƚĞƐ'ĂŝŶƐďǇŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Los Angeles Times, December 9, 1964, 26. 
8 :ƵůŝƵƐƵƐĐŚĂ ? “ŝƌĐŚĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ&ŽƌŵĞĚdŽKƉƉŽƐĞZŝŐŚƚƐƌŝǀĞ ? ?Washington Post, Jan 8, 1966, A1. 
9 Ăƌů'ƌĞĞŶďĞƌŐ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇWůĂŶŶŝŶŐƚŽĚĚ ? ? ? ? ? ?ŝŶ^ƚĂƚĞ ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 4, 1965, A1. 
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Fig. 14: Robert Welch and John Rousselot at the JBS-VSRQVRUHG³1HZ(QJODQG5DOO\IRU*RGDQG
&RXQWU\LQ-XQH´± UPI Images 
 
 Donald Janson, political journalist for the New York Times, in mid-1965 reported the 
Society had doubled its financial intake from $1.6 million in 1963 to $3.2 million at the end 
of 1964. Benjamin Epstein and Arnold Forster concluded in their 1966 report on the JBS that 
Welch had expanded the payroll over the period 1963-65 with an additional thirty-five full-
time coordinators as well as several Research Department staffers, representing an annual 
investment of at least one million dollars. The disproportionate national exposure the 
Birchers had received as a result of the 1964 election even helped extend its presence into 
areas it had struggled to gain a foothold in, such as New England and the Mid-Atlantic. 
Reports were coming in from New Hampshire about a sudden post-Goldwater boost in right-
ZLQJDFWLYLVPVSXUUHGRQE\ORFDO%LUFKDIILOLDWHV³$OORIDVXGGHQ1DVKXDZDVDWRZQIXOO
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RIVXEYHUVLYHV´DORFDOZULWHUODmented.10 In New Jersey, another journalist claimed, the JBS 
managed to quadruple its membership between the time of the election and April 1966. 11 
 Looking back from 1968, sociologist David Riesman reconstructed the growth of the 
Right after the defeat it KDG VXIIHUHG IRXU \HDUV HDUOLHU ³*ROGZDWHU¶V  PLOOLRQ YRWHV
UHSUHVHQW DQ HQRUPRXV SRWHQWLDO EDVH WR ZKLFK WKH ULJKW ZLQJ FDQ DSSHDO´12 Riesman had 
judged correctly. Beyond the JBS, right-wing groups enjoyed similar growth in the wake of 
WKHVHQDWRU¶VGHfeat. Liberty Lobby chief strategist Curtis Bean Dall mused the Republican 
tally represented a huge RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU FRQVHUYDWLYHV ³I am firmly convinced that many 
hundreds of thousands of voters ± even 27 million of them ± are convinced that their voices 
are not being heard. Our delegation will be prepared to speak for this disfranchised, neglected 
PLQRULW\´13 'RQDOG-DQVRQUHSRUWHGKRZWKHSUROLILF%LOO\-DPHV+DUJLV¶&KULVWLDQ&UXVDGH
in 1964 had taken in $834,000 or a 22% rise from the previous year.14 FUHG 6FKZDU]¶V
Christian Anti-Communist Crusade had seen its income rise by nearly 10% to a total of 
$V:HVOH\0F&XQHGLUHFWRURI*URXS5HVHDUFK,QFREVHUYHG³WKHULJKWZLQJRI
American politics and economics has grown strong stronger and/or more effective in every 
PHDVXUDEOHZD\´ 15 
 With the JBS expanding further, it would become clear to uneasy conservatives, who 
had tolerated the Birchers in the midst for strategic reasons, that soon it could develop into an 
XQFRQWUROODEOHSUREOHP:HOFK¶Vceaseless emphasis on a sinister, global conspiracy lurking 
                                                          
10 Benjamin Epstein and Arnold Forster, Report on the John Birch Society, 63- ? ? ?:ŽƐĞƉŚ^ĂŬĞ ? “ŝƌĐŚ'ƌŽǁƐŝŶ
EĂƐŚƵĂ ? ?The New Hampshire Churchman, 18.5 (May 1965), 12. 
11 Robert Sullivan, "New Jersey's Birchers Quadruple in Numbers," Arizona Daily Star, April 20, 1966, 9B. 
12 ĂǀŝĚZŝĞƐŵĂŶ “ŵĞƌŝĐĂDŽǀĞƐdŽƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?New York Times Magazine, October 27, 1968, 34. 
13 "Liberty Lobby Complains It's Ignored," The Arizona Daily Star,  September  25,  1966, 3A. 
14 ŽŶĂůĚ:ĂŶƐŽŶ ? “ZŝŐŚƚ-tŝŶŐ'ƌŽƵƉƐ'ĂŝŶŝŶƌĂǁŝŶŐ&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůŝĚ ? ?New York Times, June 28, 1965, 22. 
15 McCune quoted in Group Research, Inc., The American Right Wing During 1966. Washington D.C.: National 
Education Association, 1967, 500. 
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EHKLQG WKH QDWLRQ¶V LOOV proved especially problematic. To make matters worse, he simply 
continued to extend his conspiracy theories further into the depths of history. Back in 1964, 
Welch had made a first indication that the problem was not just with Communism. The 
Communists themselves, Welch believed, were only part of a much more iQVLGLRXV³0DVWHU
&RQVSLUDF\´ WKDW VWUHWFKHG LWV WHQWDFOHV DFURVV WKH FHQWXULHV DQG KDG GHFHSWLYHO\ WDNHQ WKH
form of Bolshevism when it first defeated the tsarist regime of Nicolas II and established the 
Soviet Union.16 Two years later, Welch followed up on his earlier address, now connecting 
the Soviet revolution to the establishment of the Federal Reserve Bank and ratification of the 
6L[WHHQWK$PHQGPHQWLQ([SRVLQJZKDWKHEHOLHYHGDV³WKHWUXWKLQWLPH´:HOFKVHW
IRUWK WR SURYLGH ³VLPSO\ DQ RXWOLQH of the progress of this organized evil force, from its 
EHJLQQLQJ XS WR WKH SUHVHQW´ 7KH %LUFK IRXQGHU UHSHDWHG KLV HDUOLHU FRQFOXVLRQV WKDW WKH
&RPPXQLVWV WKHPVHOYHV ZHUH ³RQO\ D WRRO RI WKH WRWDO FRQVSLUDF\´ 7KH UHDO FDEDO KH
FKDUJHG RU ³WKH ,QVLGHUV´ ZHQW DOO WKH ZD\ EDFN WR WKH )UHQFK 5HYROXWLRQ DQG %DYDULDQ
Illuminati founded by Adam Weishaupt in 1776, which drew heavily on the works of 
eighteenth-FHQWXU\ FRQVSLUDFLVWV $EEp %DUUXHO DQG -RKQ 5RELVRQ ³$V VHFUHW DV WKH
Communist activities and organi]DWLRQVJHQHUDOO\DSSHDU´:HOFKH[SODLQHG³WKH\DUHSDUWRI
DQRSHQERRNFRPSDUHGWRWKHVHFUHF\HQYHORSLQJVRPHKLJKHUGHJUHHRIWKLVGLDEROLFIRUFH´
Finally, dismissing as false the Cold War polarity between the Soviet Union and the United 
States, WelcK ZDUQHG WKDW ³WRGD\ 0RVFRZ DQG :DVKLQJWRQ DUH DQG IRU PDQ\ \HDUV KDYH
EHHQEXWWZRKDQGVRIRQHERG\FRQWUROOHGE\RQHEUDLQ´ 17 
                                                          
16 ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ?  “DŽƌĞ ^ƚĂƚĞůǇ DĂŶƐŝŽŶƐ ? ? ŝŶThe New Americanism and Other Speeches (Belmont, MA: 
Western Islands, 1966), 115. 
17 ZŽďĞƌƚ tĞůĐŚ ?  “dŚĞ dƌƵƚŚ ŝŶ dŝŵĞ ? ?American Opinion 9.10 (November 1966), 1-30.; though Welch often 
used foreign developments from decolonization, European social democracy to international Communist 
advances as justification for its alarmist agenda, the emphasis remained mostly internal. In its 1965 
 “^ĐŽƌĞďŽĂƌĚ ? ŵĂƉƉŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂŐĞ ŽĨ ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝǀŝƐƚ ŝŶĨŝůƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌůĚ ?American Opinion estimated 
ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚ  “ŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞ Žƌ ĐŽŶƚƌŽů ? ŝŶ ƚŚĞ hŶŝƚĞĚ ^ƚĂƚĞƐ Ăƚ  ? ƚŽ  ? ?A? ? ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ ďĞǇŽŶĚ ĚŽƵďƚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ
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 7KHQDWXUDOLPSOLFDWLRQRI:HOFK¶V³SULQFLSOHRILQYHUVLRQ´ZDVWKDWZKDWHYHUSROLF\
the federal government pursued, had to amount to treason and thus had to be deceitful ± 
which is where William Buckley vehemently disagreed and had consistently drawn the line 
between Welch and himself. When the Johnson Administration escalated its military 
commitments against the Communist regime in North-Vietnam and committed to full-scale 
ground war, Welch concluded this could be no exception to his rule of thumb. Convinced that 
the war effort was a mere decoy and deliberate bloodletting of American financial and 
military strength, the old Taft Republican refused to support the intervention. Supplying the 
LQWURGXFWLRQ WR +LODLUH GX %HUULHU¶V Background to Betrayal, Welch instead dismissed the 
9LHWQDP:DUDV³DFDUHIXOO\VWDJHPDQDJHG>@ IUDXG´ZLWK&RPPXQLVWDJHQWVSXOOLQJ WKH
strings at both ends.18 While addressing a Chicago convention in 1965, the Birch leader 
FDOOHG IRU ³D WRXFK RI VDQLW\´ LQ DVVHVVLQJ WKH ³DFWXDO´ SXUSRVHV RI ZKDW ZDV JRLQJ RQ LQ
6RXWKHDVW $VLD 6NHSWLFDO DV WR ZK\ WKH FRQIOLFW KDGQ¶W EHHQ EURXJKW WR D FRQFOXVLYH HQG
Welch suggested only a conspiracy could explain the impasse: [W]hen are we going to win 
this war ± and why not? Is it possible, after our spending forty to fifty billion dollars per year 
on our military forces, since the memory of man runneth hardly to the contrary, that we 
cannot lick a puny bunch of half-VWDUYHGJXHUULOODVLQDFRXQWU\DERXWWKHVL]HRI0LVVRXUL"´19 
Instead, he believed Vietnam had to be a smokescreen, a costly distraction from the 
international conspiracy reaching further into the American political system. In addition, he 
accused the federal government of boycotting its own military success by knowingly 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ǁĂƐ ŶŽǁ  “ďĞŝŶŐ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƚĞĚ ŝŶƚŽ Ă ƚŽƚĂůŝƚĂƌŝĂŶ ĚŝĐƚĂƚŽƌƐŚŝƉ ? ĂŶĚ ŝƚƐ ůĂƌŐĞůǇ ŝŐŶŽƌĂŶƚ ĐŝƚŝǌĞnry 
 “ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞĚďǇƚŚĞŝƌĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ ? ?Ɛee "Scoreboard," American Opinion, 8.7 (July-August 1965), 58. 
18 Welch quoted in Hilaire du Berrier, Background to Betrayal: The Tragedy in Vietnam (Boston: Western 
Islands, 1965), iii. 
19 Welch, A Touch of Sanity: Role of The John Birch Society in Opposing Collectivism  (Boston: Western Islands, 
1966), 1-39. 
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siphoning off financial aid to Communist regimes, which Welch claimed went right into the 
pockets of Ho Chi Minh and Mao Zedong. Hence, he believed, the United States essentially 
SXUVXHG D ³QR ZLQ´ SROLF\ DQG D VHOI-sabotage mission staged to impose price and wage 
FRQWUROVDQGTXLHWO\GUDLQLWVRZQVWUHQJWK³:KDWDUHZHILJKWLQJIRU":KDWDUHZHWU\LQJWR
accomplish? What are our goals? What is our real purpose? >«@7REHDWZDU´$VZLWKWKH
8QLWHG1DWLRQVEHIRUH:HOFK¶VGHQXQFLDWLRQVERUGHUHGRQLVRODWLRQLVWLQGLJQDWLRQ"What on 
Earth is wrong with the United States simply minding its own business, or with having its 
foreign policy functLRQ SULPDULO\ IRU WKH VDIHW\ DQG EHQHILW RI WKH $PHULFDQ SHRSOH"´
Anticipating indignation among anti-Communists, the Birch founder in his June 1965 
Bulletin asked "our good friends in the American Conservative movement not to get mad 
with us over our publication of Background to Betrayal," and to respect his dissent.20 
 :HOFKKDGSOHDGHG LQYDLQ7KH³QRZLQ´UKHWRULFFRPLQJRXWRI%HOPRQWFDXVHGD
definitive rift between interventionist conservatives and the JBS. In October 1965, William 
Buckley and the editors at National Review decided to once and for all repudiate the Society 
DQG LWV PHPEHUVKLS LQ D OHQJWK\ HGLWRULDO WLWOHG ³7KH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DQG WKH
&RQVHUYDWLYH 0RYHPHQW´ 6WDXQFK LQWHUYHQWLRQLVW -DPHV %XUQKDP DFFXVHG WKH 6RFLHW\
XQGHU :HOFK¶V OHDGHUVKLS of KDYLQJ WDNHQ RII ³LQ GLUHFWLRQV ZKHUH QR FRQVHUYDWLYH can 
SUXGHQWO\YHQWXUH´,WVUHIXVDOWRXQHTXLYRFDOO\HQGRUVHPLOLWDU\LQWHUYHQWLRQLQ9LHWQDPIRU
%XUQKDPVLPSO\SURYHG³QRW IRU WKH ILUVW WLPH WKDWDQ\$PHULFDQZKRVHULRXVO\ZDQWV WR
FRQWULEXWH WRKLVFRXQWU\¶VVHFXULW\DQGZHOO-being and to oppose Communism will have to 
VWD\FOHDURIWKH-%6´21 5XVVHOO.LUNMRLQHGLQ%XUQKDP¶VFULWLFLVPVGLVPLVVLQJWKH6RFLHW\
DV ³WRWDOO\ LQHIIHFWXDO LQ UHVLVWLQJ &RPPXQLVP DQG VRFLDOLVP´ DQG DWWDFNHG ³WKH YLROHQW
                                                          
20 Welch, John Birch Society Bulletin, June 1965, 27; see also  “tĞůĐŚ>ŝŶŬƐtĂƌƚŽDŽƌĞŽŶƚƌŽůƐ ? ?New York 
Times, December 10, 1966, 25. 
21 :ĂŵĞƐƵƌŶŚĂŵŝŶ “dŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞDŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ ? ?National Review, October 19, 
1965, 925. 
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ODQJXDJH DQG XQUHDO YLHZV´ IRXQG LQ LWV OLWHUDWXUH 22  Frank Meyer, the architect of 
³IXVLRQLVP´GHFULHG:HOFK¶V³XQUROOLQJSV\FKRVLVRQFRQVSLUDF\´DQGXUJHG%LUFKHUVZKR
LGHQWLILHGDVVHULRXVFRQVHUYDWLYHVWRGLVFRQWLQXHWKHLUDFWLYLWLHV³,WLVQRORQJHUSRVVLEOHWR
consider the Society merely as moving toward legitimate objectives in a PLVJXLGHGZD\´23 
Vietnam would become a significant problem for Welch and the Birch logic. Whereas 
the JBS could find common ground with non-conspiratorial New Right interventionists on 
issues like the United Nations, KatangDDQG&XED:HOFK¶VDPELJXRXVSRVLWLRQRQ9LHWQDP
ZDV IDWDOO\ LQFRPSDWLEOH ZLWK WKH JUHDWHU ULJKW¶V SUHRFFXSDWLRQV ZLWK DQQLKLODWLQJ
&RPPXQLVP LQ 6RXWKHDVW $VLD %\ TXHVWLRQLQJ WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW¶V LQWHQWLRQV LQ WKH
conflict, Welch threatened to undermine the cause of anti-communism itself. As Senator Tom 
'RGGRI&RQQHFWLFXWGHFODUHGLQDFRQJUHVVLRQDOVHVVLRQ³7KH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\KDVEHHQD
real windfall for the Communist conspiracy because it provides them with a convenient 
caricature of anti-communism which they skillfully exploit to encourage the spread of anti-
FRPPXQLVP´'RGGGHFLGHG WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVFRXOGQRWDIIRUG:HOFK¶VH[WUDYDJDQFHV and 
FDOOHGIRUWKH-%6WREH³SXWGRZQDVDQXQZLWWLQJDEHWWRURIWKH&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\´24 
The senator was joined by a chorus of outraged conservatives, most notably by the National 
Review. The editors at the NR could count on influential allies in their final repudiation of the 
JBS. In his Wall Street Journal column, William Henry Chamberlin immediately followed 
suit, recapping NR¶VFRQFOXVLRQWKDW:HOFK¶VOHDGHUVKLSKDGEHFRPH³DKDQGLFDSQRWDQDLG
to the conservative movement in general and the Republican Party in particular. And they 
                                                          
22 Russell Kirk, ibid., 928. 
23 Frank Meyer, ibid., 920. 
24 ^ĞŶ ? dŚŽŵĂƐ ŽĚĚ ?  “,Žǁ ƚŚĞ :^ ďĞƚƐ ƚŚĞ ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚƐ ? ?Congressional Record, September 20, 1965, 
23594-5. 
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PDNH RXW D SUHWW\ JRRG FDVH IRU WKHLU SRLQW RI YLHZ´25 So too, Barry Goldwater, worried 
about Birch members in Maricopa County trying to take over the local Republican Party 
leadership, finally decided to weigh in. Whereas the former Senator had been careful not to 
alienate Birch members and sympathizers in the past, he now echoed the call for self-
UHVSHFWLQJ%LUFKHUV WR WXUQ WKHLUEDFNVRQ%HOPRQWDQGDJUHHG WKDW:HOFK¶VVWDWHPHQWVKDG
³JHQHUDOO\EHHQZURQJLOO-advised and, at times, ill-WHPSHUHG´26 
 In addition to Vietnam, conservatives were concerned about electoral campaigns, and 
wanted to avoid another humiliation at all costs. In state elections, political power was at 
stake. In the same scathing NR editorial, Buckley himself warned Bircher extremism and 
:HOFK¶VFRQVSLUDF\WKHRULHVPLJKWDVWKH\KDGGRQH in 1964, seriously hurt conservatives at 
the polls: 
Political contests of major significance are coming up involving important anti-
Communist conservatives [...] in which the John Birch Society will figure. It is 
important to win victories in Texas and California ± and elsewhere; and important, 
therefore, to raise the question explicitly whether the activities of Mr. Robert Welch 
and of some of the members of the John Birch Society are at the margin helpful to 
such men as Tower and Reagan, or hurtful to them.27 
Buckley had cause for concern, as Birchers had indeed been getting involved in important 
campaigns around the country. In the 1965 Virginia gubernatorial race between Democrat 
Mills Godwin and liberal Republican Linwood Holton, a third-party candidacy under the 
auspices of the short-lived Virginia Conservative Party caused a minor upset. Its nominee, 
former Dixiecrat and proud Birch member William J. Story, ran on a no-compromise 
                                                          
25 tŝůůŝĂŵ,ĞŶƌǇŚĂŵďĞƌůŝŶ ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇEŽ,ĞůƉdŽŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ? ?Wall Street Journal, November 9, 
1965, 18. 
26 'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌƋƵŽƚĞĚŝŶ “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌ,ŝŶƚƐĞƌƚĂŝŶŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ^ŚŽƵůĚZĞƐŝŐŶ ? ?The Southeast Missourian, October 
 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?ƐĞĞĂůƐŽ “'ŽůĚǁĂƚĞƌĂƚƚůĞƐŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?Arizona Daily Star, September 26, 1966, 3A; Rowland Evans 
ĂŶĚZŽďĞƌƚEŽǀĂŬ ? “dŚĞŝƌĐŚŝƚĞZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐ ? ?Arizona Daily Star, July 29, 1966, 12D. 
27 William Buckley,  “dŚĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ DŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ ? ?National Review, October 19, 
1965, 914.  
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segregationist platform, accusing both main party nominees of accommodating too much to 
African Americans. Story eventually captured 13% of the vote, signaling a shift in Southern 
party identification.28 In Ohio, where Republican Robert Taft, Jr. was preparing his 1966 run 
against Democratic incumbent congressman John Gilligan, Birch member William Flax first 
forced the Harvard-educated Taft into a costly primary. In South Dakota, a group of Birchers 
were reported as helping organize a Republican primary campaign of Richard Murphy, 
himself a member, who tried to unseat Senator Karl Mundt, whom he opposed as a 
³GDQJHURXVOLEHUDOEOLQGWRWKH&RPPXQLVWWKUHDW´29 
 0XUSK\¶V FKDOOHQJH WR 0XQGW WULJJHUHG D UHQHZHG DWWDFN RQ WKH 6RFLHW\ WKLV WLPH
specifically from the Republican camp. As late as September 1965, Kentucky Senator 
ThrustoQ0RUWRQFKDUJHGWKDWWKH%LUFKHUVZHUH³DVGDQJHURXVDVWKH.X.OX[.ODQDQGWKH
&RPPXQLVW 3DUW\´ DQG KDG WR EH NHSW RXW RI SDUWLVDQ SROLWLFV 6HQDWH DQG +RXVH PLQRULW\
OHDGHUV (YHUHWW 'LUNVHQ DQG *HUDOG )RUG HFKRHG 0RUWRQ¶V IUXVWUDWLRQV LQ D FRRUGLQDWHG 
SXEOLFUHEXWWDO³,QWKH$PHULFDQSROLWLFDOVFKHPH´'LUNVHQGHFODUHGWRWKHSUHVV³WKHUHLV
no place for an organization operating in secret like the know-QRWKLQJV RI /LQFROQ¶V GD\´
Ford, who agreed that Welch and the Society posed a danger to intra-party unity, simply 
VWDWHG³7KHUHLVQRSODFHIRUWKDWRUJDQL]DWLRQLQWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\´30 Ultimately, Mundt 
proved a shoe-in and handily beat Murphy four to one on his way to reelection.31 Rousselot, 
                                                          
28 On Virginia, see ZĂůƉŚŝƐĞŶďĞƌŐ ? “'ƵďĞƌŶĂƚŽƌŝĂůWŽůŝƚŝĐƐŝŶsŝƌŐŝŶŝĂ PdŚĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŽĨ ? ? ? ? ? ?The University 
of Virginia Newsletter 45.7 (March 15, 1969), 25-28. 
29 &ƵůƚŽŶ >ĞǁŝƐ ?  “tĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ ZĞƉŽƌƚ ? ?Reading Eagle, February 21, 1966, 17; see also Jacob Javits, Order of 
ĂƚƚůĞ PZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶ ?ƐĂůůƚŽZĞĂƐŽŶ (New York: Pocket Books, 1966); it seems Goodwin, who won the race, 
ultimately profited from the JBS rogue candidacy. Holton, who reached out to moderates, was squeezed as 
Storey split the conservative vote. 
30 DŽƌƚŽŶ ?ŝƌŬƐĞŶĂŶĚ&ŽƌĚƋƵŽƚĞĚŝŶ “ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶŚŝĞĨƐZĞũĞĐƚŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?The Spokesman-Review, October 1, 
1965, 29. 
31  “^ĞŶ ?DƵŶĚƚtŝŶƐ ?th Straight Bid In SoutŚĂŬŽƚĂ ? ?The Dispatch, June 8, 1966, 2. 
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who commented on behalf of the JBS, merely explained the Society was not responsible for 
its members launching primary challenges to politicians they felt failed to live up to 
FRQVHUYDWLYHVWDQGDUGV7KH6RFLHW\¶VVSRNHVPDQSURPSWO\GHQLHGDFFXVDWLRQVRIVHFUHF\DQG
was quick to stress the positive side of the entire affair: ³:H DUH GHOLJKWHG WKDW PRUH DQG
PRUHSROLWLFDODFWLYLVWVDUHMRLQLQJWKHORQJORQJOLQHRIµ%LUFKZDWFKHUV¶(DFKWLPHDQRWKHU
individual speaks out on this subject, more people come to our meetings, read our material, 
and join The John Birch Society. It helps our growth tremendously, and for this we are indeed 
JUDWHIXO´ The Birchers reached their absolute apex around the 1964-1966 period, so it is 
likely further vilification of the JBS by Republican insiders continued to push disenchanted 
conservatives towards the Society. 32 
In Texas, Senator John Tower was determined not to make the same mistake as 
Goldwater and alienate centrist voters by remaining ambiguous on Birchers and the Radical 
Right. The state had had a rich history in right-wing activism, encouraged by a libertarian 
business climate and rapid suburbanization. Dallas especially had been a hotbed of far right-
wing activism and the association with the Kennedy assassination had made the Birch issue 
only more controversial. Tower sensed this tension and while the conservative Republican 
enthusiastically supported reWDLQLQJ WKH VWDWH¶V ULJKW-to-work laws and lowering taxes, he 
balanced his pronounced hostility to organized labor with a degree of moderation on more 
HPRWLRQDO LVVXHVOLNHUDFHDQGZHOIDUH+LV³FRORUEOLQGFRQVHUYDWLVP´DQGOLEHUWDULDQVWUHDN
shared much with the Sun Belt conservatism of Southwestern Birchers, even though he 
IROORZHG %XFNOH\ DQG *ROGZDWHU LQ GHQRXQFLQJ :HOFK¶V FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRULHV ,Q KLV
UHHOHFWLRQ FDPSDLJQ KH PDQDJHG WR QHXWUDOL]H KLV RSSRQHQWV¶ FKDUJHV RI H[WUHPLVW
sympathies and was quLFN WR UHSXGLDWH WKH-%6DV³D OLDELOLW\ WR WKHFRQVHUYDWLYHFDXVH´ LQ
                                                          
32  “ŽŵŵĞŶƚƐďǇ:K,E, ?ZKh^^>Kd ?EĂƚŝŽŶĂůŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ  W WƵďůŝĐZĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ ?dŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ
 ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “WƵďůŝĐZĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ ? ?
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two newspapers. As a result, the Bircher tag never stuck. Tower won reelection handily, 
beating the Democratic Attorney General by just under 200,000 votes.33  
 Perhaps more so than ToweU¶V 5HDJDQ¶V FDPSDLJQ LV UHJDUGHG DV RQH RI WKH
watershed developments in the coming of age of the New Right. Successfully challenging 
liberal Democrat Pat Brown for the governorship of the most populous state in the nation 
provided the Right with a huge moral victory. More significantly, the Republican challenger 
had done so relying solidly on conservative principles and staunchly anti-communist rhetoric. 
$W RQH SRLQW KH KDG UHIHUUHG WR XQLYHUVDO KHDOWKFDUH DV ³RQH RI WKH WUDGLWLRQDO PHWKRGV RI
imposing VWDWLVPRU6RFLDOLVPRQDSHRSOHKDVEHHQE\ZD\RIPHGLFLQH´:KHQFDPSDLJQLQJ
IRU*ROGZDWHU5HDJDQ LQYLWHG FRQVHUYDWLYHV WR D ³UHQGH]YRXVZLWKKLVWRU\´ DQGKDLOHG WKH
6HQDWRUDV³WKHODVWEHVWKRSHRIPDQRQ(DUWK´DJDLQVW³WKHODVWVWHSLQWRDWKRXVDQG years of 
GDUNQHVV´-RLQLQJWKHQRPLQHHLQRSSRVLQJWKH&LYLO5LJKWV$FWIURPDFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLVW
perspective, Reagan warmly received accolades from staunch segregationists such as 
$UNDQVDV *RYHUQRU 2UYDO )DXEXV 0LVVLVVLSSL¶V 5RVV %DUQHWW DQG 6RXWK Carolina Senator 
and fresh Republican convert Strom Thurmond. His staunchly anti-communist views were 
RIWHQFRXFKHGLQDODUPLVWUKHWRULFUHPLQLVFHQWRI:HOFK¶VDQGWKHFDQGLGDWHZRXOGKDYHWR
balance his unrelenting conservatism with an appeal to the center.34 
                                                          
33 Tower quoted in Sean P. Cunningham, Cowboy Conservatism: Texas and the Rise of the Modern Right 
(Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2010), 76-77; see also Don E. Carleton, Red Scare! Right-Wing 
Hysteria, Fifties Fanaticism and Their Legacy in Texas (Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 1985); Chandler Davidson, 
Race and Class in Texas Politics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992). 
34 ^ĞĞ “ZŽŶĂůĚZĞĂŐĂŶ^ƉĞĂŬƐKƵƚŐĂŝŶƐƚ^ŽĐŝĂůŝǌĞĚDĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ ? ?ƋƵŽƚĞĚŝŶDĂƚƚŚĞǁĂůůĞŬ ?The Right Moment: 
ZŽŶĂůĚZĞĂŐĂŶ ?Ɛ&ŝƌƐƚsŝĐƚŽƌǇĂŶĚƚŚĞĞĐŝƐŝǀĞdƵƌŶŝŶŐWŽŝnt in American Politics (New York: Oxford University 
WƌĞƐƐ ?  ? ? ? ? ) ?  ? ? ? ZĞĂŐĂŶ ?Ɛ ĚǇƐƚŽƉŝĂŶ ĂƚƚĂĐŬƐ ŽŶ ůŝďĞƌĂů ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞƐ ƌĂŶ ƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůǇ ĐůŽƐĞ ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ
tĞůĐŚ ?Ɛ ?ƐĞĞZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? “DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ>ĞĂĚƐƚŚĞtĂǇ PdŚĞWŽŝƐŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚŝĚŽƚĞ ? ?dŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝrch Society. 
KLP-850, Key Records, 1965, LP. On Reagan and segregationist support, see Jules Tygiel. Ronald Reagan and 
the Triumph of American Conservatism (London: Longman Publishing Group, 2004), 80; on Reagan and Human 
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 .XUW6FKXSDUUDKDVPDGHDQH[FHOOHQWFDVHIRU5HDJDQ¶VLQYDOXDEOHDELOLW\WRILQGWKDW
EDODQFH 8VLQJ KLV ³DFWRU-KRQHG DELOLW\´ DQG ³EUHH]\ DQG GLVDUPLQJ FKDUP´ KH FRXOG
invigorate right-wing enthusiasts with fire and brimstone condemnations of liberals and the 
ZHOIDUHVWDWHZKLOHUHDVVXULQJO\FHOHEUDWLQJWKH³DOO-$PHULFDQZD\´RIKDUGZRUNODZDQG
order and Christian values to more moderate voters. More so than Goldwater, Reagan could 
woo those on the far Right, including many Birch members, without falling into the trap of 
being equated with them.35 What is more, it should also be pointed out that as with Goldwater 
DQG -RH 6KHOO EHIRUH KLP WKH %LUFKHUV DFWXDOO\ ZRUNHG WR 5HDJDQ¶V DGYDQWDJH DW OHDVW LQ
VHFXULQJ WKH 5HSXEOLFDQ QRPLQDWLRQ 5HDJDQ¶V main competitor for the nomination, San 
Francisco Mayor George Christopher, was a moderate who had been dismayed with the 
recent surge in right-wing fervor in the party. At the California Republican Assembly, 
&KULVWRSKHU HFKRHG 1HOVRQ 5RFNHIHOOHU¶V FRQGHPnation of extremism two years earlier, 
UHSXGLDWLQJ WKH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\DQGZDUQLQJKLV IHOORZ5HSXEOLFDQV³,I WKH5HSXEOLFDQ
Party goes into the general election with an extremist albatross around its neck, let us not 
blame anyone but ourselves for a cHUWDLQ GHIHDW´ &KULVWRSKHU ZDV PHW ZLWK YRFDO
GLVDSSURYDODQG5HDJDQVQDSSHGXSWKHDVVHPEO\¶VHQGRUVHPHQWZLWKHDVH36 
 As many Birchers and other conservatives found their way into local politics through 
WKHVWDWHSDUW\¶VV\VWHPDQGWRRNRYHUNH\YROXQWeer organizations, the statewide Republican 
Party was pushed rightward. *ROGZDWHU¶V QRPLQDWLRQ ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ LPSRVVLEOH ZLWKRXW
developments in California and, even after the 1964 defeat, hardline conservatives 
V\PSDWKHWLF WR WKH -%6¶V FDXVH ZHUH WDNLQJ the party infrastructure by storm. The Young 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
Events, see Ronald Lora and William Henry Longton (eds.). The Conservative Press in Twentieth-Century 
America (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1999), 449-457. 
35 Schuparra, Triumph, xviii. 
36 ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ ĞƌŐŚŽůǌ ?  “ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞƐ tĂƌŶĞĚ ďǇ ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌ ŽŶ ǆƚƌĞŵŝƐŵ ? “Los Angeles Times, January 16, 
1966, B1. 
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Republicans had just held internal elections, and three self-admitted Birchers were picked to 
join the ranks - Martin Carlson as executive vice president, Stanley Kompst as national 
committeeman and Norman Mark as treasurer. State Chairman Dr. Gaylord Parkinson had 
noticed the developments, and was worried by what seemed ³WKHILUVWFRQFUHWHHYLGHQFHWKDW
there may be conspiratorial activity by the John Birch Society to take over the Republican 
3DUW\´7KH8QLWHG Republicans of California, another volunteer organization that had backed 
Goldwater two years earlier, elected Joseph Crosby of Pasadena as their new Chairman. 
Crosby and his wife organized Birch chapter meetings at their suburban home and Crosby 
successfully pushed UROC to pass a resolution to withdraw all U.S. financial aid from the 
United Nations. Both the YR and UROC handpicked Reagan as their preferred nominee with 
overwhelming numbers.37 
Naturally, Brown was determined to keep extremism a central issue all the way 
through the 1966 campaign. The opening salvo came from State Controller Alan Cranston, 
who over the summer of 1965 authored an op-ed in the Los Angeles Times with the 
unequivocal WLWOH³([WUHPLVP± ,WV'HILQLWLRQ´&UDQVWRQPDGHQRERQHVDERXWZKDWKHVDZ
DV &DOLIRUQLD¶V JUDYHVW SUREOHP ³7KHUH LV D YLUXV LQ RXU ODQG +LJKO\ FRQWDJLRXV LW KDV
existed throughout history, throughout the world ± often dormant, sometimes epidemic, and 
RFFDVLRQDOO\IDWDO>«@7KDWYLUXVLVH[WUHPLVP´:LWKRXWGLUHFWO\QDPLQJ:HOFKRUWKH%LUFK
Society, Cranston alluded to the grassroots activities in which many of its members engaged, 
as well as their influences upon local schools, press staffer and communities at large, 
associating its membership squarely with para-militarism and violence: 
                                                          
37 ZŝĐŚĂƌĚĞƌŐŚŽůǌ ? “'KW>ĞĂĚĞr Suspects Birch YR Conspiracy, ?Los Angeles Times, February 26, 1966, 3; see 
also  “ZĞĂŐĂŶĂŶƐdŝůƚtŝƚŚ ZŝǀĂůƐKŶds ? ?Pasadena Star News, April 29, 1966, 4; Richard Bergholz ?  “hZK
ŶĚŽƌƐĞƐ ZĞĂŐĂŶ ? &ŝŶĐŚ ĂƐ ^ĞƐƐŝŽŶ ůŽƐĞƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, May 2, 1966, 3; WĞƚĞƌ Ăƌƚ ?  “ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞ
United Republicans of California Swing Militantly to Right-tŝŶŐWƌŽŐƌĂŵ ? ?New York Times, May 2 1966, 21 
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From hounding librarians and teachers, to bullying editors and public officials, to 
forming cell groups and secret platoons, to boycotting businesses and infiltrating 
organizations, to breaking up meetings and training in the hills. Actually, to the 
extremist, this is simply patriotism of the highest order ± well meant, but deadly 
dangerous.38 
&UDQVWRQ¶V FKDUJHV ZHUH ODXQFKHG LQ WDQGHP ZLWK DQ XSGDWHG 6WDWH 6HQDWH UHSRrt on the 
6RFLHW\¶V DFWLYLWLHV LQ WKH VWDWH 7KRXJK WKH )DFW-finding Subcommittee on Un-American 
Activities could not formally indict the Society or its members as formally subversive, a stark 
change in tone from the last report was clearly visible: 
We are more critical of the Society now than we were then for the reason that it has, 
in our opinion, merited such criticism by reason of its activities as exemplified by the 
irresponsible articles by a member of its National Council, the re-publication of The 
Politician, the inexcusable actions of its minority of irresponsible members, and 
dangerous increase of anti-Semitism among a minority of the membership.39 
Robert L. Coate, chairman of the Democratic State Central Committee, issued a report 
³5RQDOG5HDJDQ([WUHPLVW&ROODERUDWRU´OLVWLQJPHPEHUVRI)ULHQGVRI5RQDOG5HDJDQZKR
also belonged to the JBS, including John Rousselot. The report concluded Reagan had 
³FROODERUDWHG directly with a score of top leaders of the super-VHFUHW-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\´DQG
WKDW³KLVFDPSDLJQRUJDQL]DWLRQLVULGGOHGZLWKPHPEHUVRIWKHVRFLHW\´40 
5HDJDQ KDG DQWLFLSDWHG WKH 'HPRFUDWV¶ VWUDWHJ\ DQG GHFLGHG WR EHDW %URZQ WR WKH
punch. At a GOP fundraiser dinner in September 1965, Reagan formally distanced himself 
from :HOFK GHFODULQJ KH ZDV LQ ³JUHDW GLVDJUHHPHQW´ ZLWK KLV FKDUJHV WRZDUGV IRUPHU
3UHVLGHQW(LVHQKRZHU³,WKLQNWKHVRFLHW\VKRXOGIHHODUHVSRQVLELOLW\WRWDNHDVWDQGRQKLV
statement´KHGHFODUHG7RWKLV5HDJDQDGGHGWKDWD³OXQDWLFIULQJH´ZDVWU\LQJWRLQILOWUDWH
                                                          
38 ůĂŶƌĂŶƐƚŽŶ ? “ǆƚƌĞŵŝƐŵ W Its DefinŝƚŝŽŶ ? ?Los Angeles Times, July 18, 1965, G2. 
39 Hugh M. Burns, Thirteenth Report of the Senate Factfinding Subcommittee on Un-American Activities 
(Sacramento:  Senate of the State of California, 1965). 
40 Robert L. Coate, "Ronald Reagan, Extremist Collaborator, An Expose ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? ) ?DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚDĞŝĞƌ ?Žǆ  ? ? ?  “Z ?
Reagan  W Z ?> ?ŽĂƚĞƐ  ?ƐŝĐ ? ? ?  ? ? ?see also ZŝĐŚĂƌĚĞƌŐŚŽůǌ ?  “ŽĂƚĞ^ĂǇƐZĞƉŽƌƚWƌŽǀĞƐǆƚƌĞŵŝƐƚƐ ?ZĞĂŐĂŶƌĞ
>ŝŶŬĞĚ ? ?Los Angeles Times ?ƵŐƵƐƚ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ?:ĞƌƌǇ'ŝůůŝĂŵ ?  “tĞĂůƚŚǇŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ Member Backs Reagan, 
ƌŽǁŶ^ĂǇƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, October 11, 1966, 3. 
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the Society, which otherwise consisted of fine patriots and conservatives. Nevertheless, he 
DVVXUHG³,DPQRWDPHPEHU,KDYHQRLQWHQWLRQRIEHFRPLQJDPHPEHU,DPQRt going to 
VROLFLW WKHLU VXSSRUW´ ,Q WKHVDPHEUHDWK WKHXQGHFODUHGFDQGLGDWH DLPHGKLVDUURZVDW WKH
-RKQVRQ $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG KLV *UHDW 6RFLHW\ LQLWLDWLYHV ³7KH ZUDSV DUH RII 7KH *UHDW
Society, and we are to have the welfare state with an unprecedented federalization of 
$PHULFDQ OLIH´ 7KHQ DIWHU FULWLFL]LQJ WKH IHGHUDO DQWL-poverty program, Reagan turned on 
%URZQTXLSSLQJ³:KHQ WKHUH¶VD VQHH]H LQ:DVKLQJWRQ \RXFDQKHDU WKH µJHVXQGKHLW¶ LQ
6DFUDPHQWR´41 The candidate had already issued a 500-word statement saying he intended 
³WR VHHN WKH VXSSRUW RI LQGLYLGXDOV E\ SHUVXDGLQJ WKHP WR DFFHSW P\ SKLORVRSK\ QRW E\
DFFHSWLQJ WKHLUV´ DYRLGHG WKH GHIHQVLYH DQG UHIXVHG WR ³EODQNHW LQGLFW´ WKH -RKQ %LUFK
Society. Taking the fight to Brown, Reagan assured WKH*RYHUQRU³WKHUHDUHQRPHPEHUVRI
WKH%LUFK6RFLHW\ WRP\NQRZOHGJHDQ\ZKHUH LQP\RUJDQL]DWLRQ´EXWSRLQWHGDWZKDW WKH
SROOV ZHUH UHYHDOLQJ WR EH WKH ³UHDO LVVXHV´ RI WKH FDPSDLJQ LH WKH ³FRVW RI JRYHUQPHQW
narcotics and crime, civil rights, the situation at Berkeley and education in general and the 
cost of living, including the labor sLWXDWLRQDQGWKHIDUPSUREOHP´42 
 After analyzing state polls, independent as well as partisan, journalists Rowland 
Evans and Robert Novak concluded Reagan was on the right track. The extremism charges 
KXUOHGDWKLPE\WKH%URZQFDPSDLJQKDGKDGOLWWOHHIIHFW³3ROOVWDNHQE\ERWKFDPSVVKRZ
&DOLIRUQLDQV >«@ FRXOGQ¶W FDUH OHVV DERXW WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ RU ULJKW-wing extremism 
issue. What bothers them much more iV WKH1HJUR UHYROXWLRQDQGKLJK WD[HV´%\ WKH WLPH
                                                          
41  “ZĞĂŐĂŶ ƌŝƚŝĐŝǌĞƐ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ĂŶĚ /ƚƐ &ŽƵŶĚĞƌ ? ? Los Angeles Times, September 24, 1965, 3; see also 
'ůĂĚǁŝŶ,ŝůů ? “'Žǀ ?ƌŽǁŶKƉĞŶƐhŶĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚĂŵƉĂŝŐŶĨŽƌ ?ĚdĞƌŵtŝƚŚƚƚĂĐŬŽŶ' ?K ?W ?ZŝŐŚƚtŝŶŐ ? ?New 
York Times, November 22, 1965, 23. 
42  “dŝŵĞƐĚŝƚŽƌŝĂůƐ PdŚĞdŝŵĞĨŽƌWůĂŝŶdĂůŬ ? ?Los Angeles Times, August 21, 1966, F6; see also  “ŝƐĐůŽƐƵƌĞŽĨ
Birch MĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ>ŝƐƚĂĐŬĞĚďǇZĞĂŐĂŶ ?KĐƚŽďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ?  “ZĞĂŐĂŶĞŶŝĞƐ,Ğ ?ƐǆƚƌĞŵŝƐƚ ?ZĂƉƐƌŽǁŶ
WŽůŝƚŝĐĂůdĂĐƚŝĐƐ ? ?Los Angeles Times, August 25, 1966, 3. 
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Brown realized his tactics had been ineffective, it was too late. Reagan beat Brown by over 
one million votes, getting nearly 60% of the vote and thus winning the crucial battle over the 
political center.´ %URZQ KDG EHHQ VR EDGO\ IL[DWHG RQ WDUQLVKLQJ 5HDJDQ¶V SHUVRQDO LPDJH
WKDW WKH DFWXDO LVVXHVRI WKH HOHFWLRQKDGHOXGHG KLP$V0DWWKHZ'DOOHN UHPDUNV ³EHIRUH
 5HDJDQ¶V YLFWRU\ ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ XQLPDJLQDEOH´ >«@ RQO\ FLYLO ULJKWV %HUNHOH\
Watts, anG9LHWQDPPDGHLWSRVVLEOH´:KHUHDV%URZQWULHGWROLQN5HDJDQWRWKHH[WUHPLVP
RI WKH%LUFK6RFLHW\5HDJDQSOHGJHG WR ³FOHDQXS WKDWPHVV LQ%HUNHOH\´ UHVWRUH ODZDQG
RUGHULQWKHVWDWH¶VLQQHUFLWLHVDQGXQLYHUVLWLHVGHIHDWWKHUHLQVWDWHG\HWXQSRSXOar Rumford 
$FWDQGWKURZWKH³EXPV´RIIZHOIDUH 43 
 If Reagan had learned to maintain enough distance from the JBS, it is important to 
stress how the Society was not altogether invisible, and did not need to be. As established, the 
Birchers had directly and indirectly helped Reagan in the primary by sufficiently polarizing 
WKHSDUW\IURPZLWKLQDQGWLSSLQJWKHEDODQFHLQWRWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHV¶IDYRU:KHQSURPSWHG
WRFRPPHQWRQKRZKHYLHZHG5HDJDQ¶VFDQGLGDF\-RKQ5RXVVHORWGHFOLQHGWRGLVFORVHKLV
personal WKRXJKWV³%HFDXVHRIP\SRVLWLRQ LQ WKHVRFLHW\ LI ,VWDWHGP\SHUVRQDOFKRLFH LW
PLJKW MXVW SRVVLEO\EH PLVLQWHUSUHWHG´7KH%LUFKRIILFLDOZHQW DV IDU DV DGPLWWLQJ WKDW ³LQ
VRPHFDVHV´ D%LUFKHQGRUVHPHQWPLJKWKXUW DFDQGLGDWH¶V FKDQFHV7KHQDJDLQ American 
2SLQLRQ%RRNVWRUHVIUHTXHQWO\GLVWULEXWHGUHSULQWVIURP5HDJDQ¶VVSHHFKHVHJKLV³/RVLQJ
)UHHGRP E\ ,QVWDOOPHQWV´ DGGUHVV GHOLYHUHG EDFN LQ  DQG PDWHULDOV EDVKLQJ %URZQ¶V
UHFRUG7ZRDYRZHG%LUFKHUVVWURGHLQWRRIILFHRQ5HDJDQ¶VFRDWWDLOs. Southern Californians 
John G. Schmitz and Bill Richardson were both comfortably elected to the State Senate. 
                                                          
43  “/ŶƐŝĚĞZĞƉŽƌƚ PZŝŐŚƚǆƚƌĞŵŝƐŵĞĂĚƐĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ/ƐƐƵĞ ? ?Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, September 24, 1966, 17; 
see also  “tĞůĐŚ>ŝŶŬƐtĂƌƚŽDŽƌĞŽŶƚƌŽůƐ ?New York Times,  December 10, 1966, 25; Dallek, x; Aaron Bady 
ĂŶĚDŝŬĞ<ŽŶĐǌĂů ?  “&ƌŽŵDĂƐƚĞƌWůĂŶ ƚŽEŽWůĂŶ PdŚĞ^ůŽǁĞĂƚŚŽĨWƵďůŝĐ,ŝŐŚĞƌĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ ? ?Dissent 59.4 
(Fall 2012), 10; see also Seth Rosenfeld, ^ƵďǀĞƌƐŝǀĞƐ P dŚĞ &/ ?Ɛ tĂƌ ŽŶ ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ ZĂĚŝĐĂůƐ ĂŶĚ ZĞĂŐĂŶ ?Ɛ ZŝƐĞ 
(New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2012). 
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Schmitz would go on to take the lead on drafting an amendment to nullify the Rumford 
KRXVLQJDFWEHIRUHUXQQLQJLQ*HRUJH:DOODFH¶VVWHDGRQWKe American Party ticket in 1972. 
Richardson faced a write-in challenge from moderate Republican Pat Hillings to stop the 
Bircher. Richardson won 65 percent of the vote, ten times more than his challenger.44 
The election may have lacked the national platform Barry Goldwater had enjoyed two 
\HDUVEHIRUHEXWWKHYLFWRU\ZDVQROHVVVLJQLILFDQW$V-RKQ.DUDDJDFSRLQWVRXW5HDJDQ¶V
WULXPSKLQ&DOLIRUQLDVWRRGRXWDV³SHUKDSVWKHPRVWFRQVSLFXRXVLQDVWULQJRI5HSXEOLFDQ
XSVHWV WKDW \HDU´45 Even before the general election, Russell Kirk predicted conservative 
candidates would perform consistently better than they had done in 1964. In fact, Kirk 
UHJDUGHG 5HDJDQ¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DV D SRUWHQW RI JUHDWHU WKLQJV WR FRPH ³5RQDOG 5HDJDQ¶V
thumping victory in the California primaries has opened the eyes of some people to what 
anyone might have noticed earlier: Public opinion, across the country, is shifting in a 
FRQVHUYDWLYH GLUHFWLRQ´ .LUN GLVPLVVHG FRQFHUQV ZLWK ULJKW-wing extremism and stressed 
liberals were now on the defensive, as Americans felt increasingly alienated by radicalized 
VRFLDOPRYHPHQWVVKDNLQJXSWKHVRFLDOVWDWXVTXRIURPWKH/HIW³)DUIURPEHLQJH[WUHPLVW
in character, this revived conservatism is a reaction, in part, to the extremism of the New Left 
DQGLWVHFFHQWULFLWLHV´46 
 5HDJDQ¶VPDQHXYHULQJKDGNHSWWKH%LUFKHUVDQRQ-issue, but the sheer ineffectiveness 
RI%URZQDQG&UDQVWRQ¶VH[WUHPLVPFKDUJHVVXJJHVWHGWKHSXEOLFZDVPRUHFRQFHUQHGZLWK
matters of law and order. David Riesman argued against the blindness of liberals who proved 
                                                          
44  “ZĞĂŐĂŶƌŝƚŝĐŝǌĞƐŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚ/ƚƐ&ŽƵŶĚĞƌ ? ?Los Angeles Times, September 24, 1965, 3; see also  “>ŽƐŝŶŐ
&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ ďǇ /ŶƐƚĂůůŵĞŶƚƐ ZĞƉƌŝŶƚ ? ? ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ ďǇ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶKƉŝŶŝŽŶ ďŽŽŬƐƚŽƌĞ ŽƐƚĂ DĞƐĂ ? :ƵŶĞ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?
DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚDĞŝĞƌŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “ZĞĂŐĂŶ W ^ƉĞĞĐŚĞƐ ? ?
45 John Karaagac, Between Promise and Policy: Ronald Reagan and Conservative Reformism (Lanham, MD: 
Lexington Books, 2001), 32. 
46 ZƵƐƐĞůů<ŝƌŬ ? “EĞǁŝƌĞĐƚŝŽŶ/ŶƚŚĞh ?^ ? PZŝŐŚƚ ? ?New York Times, August 7, 1966, 193. 
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DOO WRR NHHQ WR GLVPLVV %LUFKHUV DQG WKHLU DIILOLDWHV DV KRSHOHVV ³H[WUHPLVWV´ RU ³PRQLVWV´
ZKR LQ WKH ZRUGV RI (DUO 5DDE DQG 6H\PRXU 0DUWLQ /LSVHW ³KDYH D JUHDWHU VWDNH LQ
\HVWHUGD\ WKDQ WRGD\´ ,QVWHDG 5LHVPDQ QRWHG popular moods swinging rightward still ran 
within a continuum from Bircher conspiracism. Whereas Birchers, for instance, denounced 
SXEOLF ZDWHU IOXRULGDWLRQ DV ³DQ LQWHUIHUHQFH ZLWK *RG¶V ZDWHU D FRQVSLUDF\ EHWZHHQ WKH
Communist party and the aluminum coPSDQ\WRSRLVRQJRRG$PHULFDQV´5LHVPDQSRLQWHG
out, for non-FRQVSLUDWRULDORSSRQHQWVLWZDVVWLOODQ³H[DPSOHRIWKHLQWUXVLRQRIWKHQDWLRQDO
scientific élite LQWR ORFDO DIIDLUV´ (YHQ ZLWKRXW HODERUDWH FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRULHV OLQNLQJ
liberalism to GHOLEHUDWHHIIRUWVWRGHVWUR\WKHQDWLRQ¶VPRUDOVDQGLPSRVHWRWDOLWDULDQFRQWURO
YRWHUVLQFUHDVLQJO\UHVSRQGHGWR³WKHZLGHVSUHDGDQGQRWZKROO\XQUHDOLVWLFIHHOLQJWKDWWKHUH
is no one in charge in America ± that the country faces dissolution and anarch\´
Predominately white workers, blue and white collar, became increasingly volatile within the 
New Deal coalition that had dominated national politics for decades, feeling caught in a 
³SLQFHUV PRYHPHQW´ EHWZHHQ VRFLDOO\ PRELOH PLQRULWLHV DQG D OLEHUDO HVWablishment, and 
EHFDPH IXUWKHU DOLHQDWHG E\ LPDJHV RI XUEDQ XQUHVW DQG D PLOLWDQW 1HZ /HIW ³,W LV DW WKLV
SRLQW WKDW WKHFDOOV IRU ODZDQGRUGHU´5LHVPDQFRQFOXGHG³LIQRW WKHPVHOYHV WRR VWULGHQW
VWULNHKRPH´47 
 
II. ³'RLQJ:KDW:H'R%HVW´6</37$&7and TRAIN 
In March 1964, Robert Welch received a letter from John Henry Norton, a lawyer 
IURP)DLUILHOG&RQQHFWLFXWZKRZDVDOVRD-%6PHPEHU1RUWRQ¶VPHVVDJHZDVOLWWOHPRUH
than a warning that John O. Gilbert, the General Manager of WABC-TV had been 
                                                          
47 Seymour Martin Lipset and Earl Raab, The Politics of Unreason: Right Wing Extremism in America, 1790-1970 
(New York: Harper & Row, 1970), 460. 
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³SURPRWLQJ WKH FDXVH´ RI 3ROLFH 5HYLHZ %RDUGV PDGH XS RI FLYLOLDQV LQ 1HZ <RUN &LW\
during broadcasts on Channel 7. The city had already implemented a Civilian Complaint 
Review Board as early as 1955, under pressure to address the problem of police brutality 
often directed at racial minorities. However, the board had been highly limited in its capacity 
for redress as it remained subservient to the NYPD. With the 1965 mayoral race on the 
horizon, proposals for an independent committee that included actual citizens and would 
answer directly to the mayor instead of the police commissioner could become a sudden 
reality.48 Especially the events surrounding Harlem riots of 1964 made reform of the current 
review system more urgent than ever. John Lindsay, the liberal Republican candidate who 
would rely heavily on non-white voters to win office, favored a civilian review board and 
posed a very real threat to its opponents. By the summer of 1964, Birchers had joined the 
3DWUROPHQ¶V%HQHYROHQW$VVRFLDWLRQ3%$LQILJKWLQg the boards in New York and around 
the country.49 
In order to maintain a positive message, the JBS quickly popularized the slogan 
³6XSSRUW<RXU/RFDO3ROLFH´6</3RIWHQIROORZHGE\³$QG.HHS7KHP,QGHSHQGHQW´%\
late 1964, ads sponsored by Birch chapters started appearing in newspapers, even outside 
New York City. Birchers in New York City set up one of the first SYLP front groups around 
that time and by mid-1965, the New York Citizens Committee To Support Your Local Police 
had gathered 50,000 signatures to hold a referendum against a civilian board, which the PBA 
would achieve the following year once newly elected Mayor Lindsay had established it.50 
Even within weeks of the 1964 Harlem riots, an assistant of Welch wrote Belmont to boast 
                                                          
48 John Henry Norton to Robert Welch, March 13, 1 ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “^z>W ? ? 
49 Fred C. Shapiro and James W. Sullivan, Race Riots, New York, 1964 (New York: Crowell, 1964); see Janet L. 
Abu-Lughod, Race, Space, and Riots in Chicago, New York, and Los Angeles (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2007).  
50  “ŝƐƉůĂǇĚ ? ? ? ? ?Los Angeles Times, September 27, 1964, D10. 
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that between 150 and 180 Birchers had distributed 80,000 flyers against review boards on 
various public locations in Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx and Western Long Island. He 
DVVXUHG :HOFK WKH ORFDO SROLFH KDG JLYHQ WKHP ³RYHUZKHOPLQJ FRRSHUDWLRQ´ DQG WKDW DV D
result the SROLFHGHSDUWPHQWZDV³LQORYH´ZLWKWKH6RFLHW\,QDGGLWLRQWKH%LUFKOHDGHUZDV
WROG OHWWHUVKDGDOUHDG\FRPHLQIURP³DERXWWROHWWHUVIURPSHRSOH´H[SUHVVLQJWKHLU
LQWHUHVWDQG³RUGHULQJDGGLWLRQDOTXDQWLWLHVRIWKHUHSULQWTXDQWLWLHVRIWKHstickers and asking 
IRUGHWDLOHGLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKH6RFLHW\´51 
 
Fig. 15: Even today, the JBS campaign SYLP is active and running ± JBS.ORG 
 
  The review boards were generally received by the right with skepticism and 
resistance. Conservatives decried them as a pointless shackling of law enforcement in times 
of urban unrest. Buckley, who in 1965 ran for Mayor of New York on the Conservative Party 
WLFNHW PDGH QR ERQHV DERXW KLV RSSRVLWLRQ ³7KH protection of the individual against the 
FULPLQDO LV WKH ILUVW DQG KLJKHVW IXQFWLRQ RI JRYHUQPHQW´ KH SURWHVWHG Traditionalists like 
Buckley feared that weakening the authority of the police force might backfire while racial 
                                                          
51 Letter from t ? ?ƵŶŚĂŵƚŽZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ?ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “^z>W ? ? 
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tensions were mounting and crime was on the rise.52 Welch agreed, and urged more members 
nationwide to warn the public against the risks. The SYLP committee in Philadelphia was 
facing the same challenge and trying to get the police advisory board in the city dismantled. 
Not only did %LUFKHUV DJUHH WKDW WKH ERDUG ³XQGHUPLQHV ORFDO ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW´ DQG
³GHPRUDOL]HVLQGLYLGXDOSROLFHPHQDQGSODFHVWKHULJKWVDQGVDIHW\RIWKHHQWLUHFRPPXQLW\
LQMHRSDUG\´EXWWKH6RFLHW\ZHQW± as usual ± a step further and warned review boards were 
notKLQJ VKRUW RI D &RPPXQLVW WRRO WR ³SURPRWH FKDRV´ DQG ³IDFLOLWDWH WKH RQJRLQJ
&RPPXQL]DWLRQRI$PHULFD´E\ ILUVWGLVDUPLQJ WKHSROLFH IRUFH DQGDOORZLQJ IRUFRPSOHWH
anarchy, after which the country could easily be subjected to a centralized police state.53 
 With the new civilian review board introduced by Lindsay, consisting of police 
officers as well as citizens from various racial backgrounds, the PBA quickly succeeded in 
leading the drive towards a referendum, for which it received donations and support from a 
wide variety sources including from outside the state. Welch too, stepped up his efforts and 
made sure members from East to West were getting the word out. The Society maintained 
contact with hundreds of police departments, from New York and Los Angeles, so it could 
coordinate its propaganda drives accordingly. A significant number of policemen and women 
ended up joining the JBS, leading to a handful of investigations as to whether Birchers could 
actually serve, all of which confirmed they could. David Farber has estimated about 3% of 
Birchers were police officers, which, assuming law enforcement officers represented about 
0.2% of the U.S. population at the time, is a significant share.54 
                                                          
52 Jeremy Lott, William F. Buckley (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2010), 72. 
53 WŚŝůĂĚĞůƉŚŝĂ ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ dŽ ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ zŽƵƌ >ŽĐĂů WŽůŝĐĞ ?  “ďŽůŝƐŚ dŚĞ WŚŝůĂĚĞůƉŚŝĂ WŽůŝĐĞ ĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ ŽĂƌĚ ? ?
 ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚƉĂŵƉŚůĞƚ ) ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ? “^z>W ? ?ƐĞĞ also Welch, JBS Bulletin, May 1966, 25-26. 
54 Thomas R. BrooŬƐ ? “ ‘EŽ ?^ĂǇƐƚŚĞW ? ?New York Times Magazine, October 16, 1966; see also David Farber, 
ŚŝĐĂŐŽ  ? ? ?  ?ŚŝĐĂŐŽ P hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ŽĨ ŚŝĐĂŐŽ WƌĞƐƐ ?  ? ? ? ? ) ?  ? ? ? ? >ŽŶ dƵĐŬ ?  “ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ Ě ƚŽ >Ăǁ KĨĨŝĐĞƌƐ
/ŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞĚďǇ&ĂŝƌĨĂǆWŽůŝĐĞ ? ?Washington Post, December 12, 1964, A7. 
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 SYLP gained in visibility from 1966 onwards, no doubt heavily encouraged by the 
upcoming city-wide referendum. Interestingly, Welch encouraged members to coordinate 
sessions with Truth About Civil Turmoil (TACT) meetings and circulated materials relevant 
for both. Chapters were required to have screenings of Civil Riots/USA when setting up their 
SYLP FRPPLWWHHV DQG UHSULQWV RI *DU\ $OOHQ DQG %LOO 5LFKDUGVRQ¶V ³+HOO LQ WKH &LW\ RI
$QJHOV´RQ WKH:DWWV ULRWVZHUH UHFRPPHQGHG DV LQWURGXFWRU\ UHDGLQJ ,WZDVREYLRXV IRU
Welch to link the police review controversy with civil rights. Police brutality, he felt, was yet 
another tool devised by the Communists to both undermine the law and exonerate civil rights 
agitators. Welch understood how public outcry against televised images of violent police 
action against protestors in places like Birmingham and Selma had paved the way for 
VZHHSLQJFLYLOULJKWVOHJLVODWLRQDQGVRXQPDVNLQJWKH³FLYLOULJKWVIUDXG´EHFDPHHVVHQWLDO
to restoring the image of the police force. The Birchers also understood there was a powerful 
connection between racial unrest and public demands for law and order, and that that the 
summer riots of 1964 and 1965 had undermined general support for liberal programs.55 
 The referendum was a triumph for the Right and a disaster for Lindsay, who had 
hoped to rely on the support of his electoral coalition. In a desperate attempt to sway voters, 
WKH0D\RUSRLQWHGWRZDUGVWKH-RKQ%LUFK6RFLHW\¶VFRQVSLFXRXVUROHLQWKHPDWWHU$PRQWK
before the referendum was held Senators Robert Kennedy and Jacob Javits accused the 
Birchers of polluting the debate with their extremist propaganda. Some went further and drew 
analogies with the Edwin Walker controversy a few years before, claiming the close 
relationship the Society had been developing with law enforcement was proof of Fascist 
                                                          
55 Welch, Bulletin, May 1966, 25-26. 
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tendencies.56 3HRSOH¶V :RUOG invoked the image of the JBS recruiting its own American 
YHUVLRQRI³VWRUPWURRSV´57 
The civilian review board was recalled by 63 percent over 32, which seems to suggest 
that again, liberal charges of extremism had lost their firepower. Instead, the Birch Society 
found itself squarely on the side of a majority that was overwhelmingly sympathetic to 
conservative objections with the civilian review board. However, the real importance of the 
UHIHUHQGXPOLHVDV0LFKDHO)ODPPREVHUYHV LQ LWV³QDWLRQDO LPSOLFDWLRQV´7KHPDWWHUKDG
been closely followed throughout the country, as conservatives were looking for symbolic 
victories over liberals. As with Reagan, liberal momentum on civil rights and redistributive 
economics had reached a tipping point, and the civil unrest, as well as growing economic 
competition from non-whites, was quickly driving a wedge through the New Deal coalition.58 
As such, the referendum was about more than the civilian review board, or even the city of 
New York. It was a validation of the conservative halt to the Great Society. The John Birch 
Society had, through its immense grassroots networks, tapped into growing resentments 
UHJDUGLQJXUEDQULRWLQJDQGWKH:DUUHQ&RXUW¶VUXOLQJVRQFULPLQDOV¶ULJKWVDVZHOODVYHU\
tangible concerns such as public housing schemes and real estate prices. Welch understood 
the importance of the victory and predicted the Communists would be forced to reconsider 
WKHLUWDFWLFV³7KHSRLQWLVWKDWZHKDYHZRQ± and I mean really won.´59 
                                                          
56  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/ŶƚƌƵƐŝŽŶŝŶWŽůŝĐĞZŽǁŚĂƌŐĞĚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, October 28, 1966, 4. 
57  “ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů PŽƉƐĂŶĚŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?WĞŽƉůĞ ?ƐtŽƌůĚ, December 5, 1964, 8. 
 
58 DŝĐŚĂĞů&ůĂŵŵ ? “ ?>ĂǁĂŶĚKƌĚĞƌ ?ƚ>ĂƌŐĞ: The New York Civilian Review Board Referendum of 1966 and the 
ƌŝƐŝƐŽĨ>ŝďĞƌĂůŝƐŵ ? ?ŝŶThe Historian 64.3 (Summer 2002), 643. 
59 Welch, Bulletin, March 1966, 1, original emphasis; see also David W. Abbott, Louis H. Gold and Edward T. 
Rogowsky, Police, Politics, and Race: The New York City Referendum on Civilian Review (Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1969); Woody Klein, >ŝŶĚƐĂǇ ?ƐWƌŽŵŝƐĞ PdŚĞƌĞĂŵdŚĂƚ&ĂŝůĞĚ (London; Macmillan, 
1970). 
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,IWKH%LUFKHUV¶HIIRUWVRQSROLFHUHYLHZERDUGVFRXOGEULQJWKHPPRUHFORVHO\DOLJQHG
with a broader conservative effort to change the course of history, they could not afford to be 
cornered on other issues. Facing a tremendous backlash over Vietnam, especially from the 
right, Welch launched a new project called TRAIN or To Restore American Independence 
Now. Through TRAIN, Welch sought to reconcile his strong doubts regarding the 
effectiveness of the war, with the hawkish interventionism that dominated modern 
FRQVHUYDWLVP&RQFUHWHO\PHPEHUVZHUHDVNHG WR LQIRUP WKHSXEOLFRQ WKH³VDERWDJH´DQG
³WUHDVRQ´ EHhind the campaign, while more actively demanding victory over the 
&RPPXQLVWV ³,V YLFWRU\ SRVVLEOH"´ D VDPSOH TXHVWLRQ VKHHW DVNHG ³Of course victory is 
possible!´60 8QGHU:HOFK¶VVXSHUYLVLRQDFWLYLVWVGUHZXSSHWLWLRQVDQGFROOHFWHGVLJQDWXUHV
demanding WKH -RKQVRQ $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ ³UHPRYH WKH UHVWULFWLRQV QRZ KDQGLFDSSLQJ RXU
ILJKWLQJ PHQ´ DQG GHQ\ &RPPXQLVWV ³SULYLOHJHG VDQFWXDULHV´ %\ 6HSWHPEHU  WKH
Society claimed it had collected 26,000 petitions bearing at least 460,000 signatures. The 
6RFLHW\¶s renewed emphasis on victory in Vietnam allowed Welch to distance himself from 
WKH 1HZ /HIW¶V DQWL-Vietnam protests, which he claimed sought to establish the illusion of 
left-wing dissent, as well as promote general chaos and anarchy. 61 
In the meantime, the Society continued to expand and modernize its infrastructure. 
Researcher Laurence Stern in early 1965 conducted a study mapping far right radio and 
television exposure, discovering that right-wing commentators, from Billy Hargis to Dan 
Smoot and Clarence Manion, were transmitted over hundreds if not thousands of radio and 
television stations. 62  :HOFK ZKR KDG DOZD\V KDG D SUHIHUHQFH IRU ³WKH ZULWWHQ ZRUG´
                                                          
60  “^ĂŵƉůĞYƵĞƐƚŝŽŶ^ŚĞĞƚ PtŚĂƚďŽƵƚsŝĞƚŶĂŵ ? ? ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚ ) ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “dZ/EŵĂŶƵĂůĂŶĚƉƵďůŝĐŝƚǇ
kit ?; DŽƌƚŽŶDŝŶƚǌ ? “sŝĞƚDŽǀĞƐDĂƌŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇZĞĐƌƵŝƚƌŝǀĞ ? ?Los Angeles Times, September 11, 1966, A4. 
61  “dZ/EDĞŵŽ PEĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌ  ? ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ? ) ? ŝďŝĚ ? ?  “ŶĂůǇƐŝƐ P ^ĐŚŽŽů ĨŽƌdƌĞĂƐŽŶ ? ?The Review of the News 3.46 
(November 15, 1967), 15. 
62 >ĂƵƌĞŶĐĞ^ƚĞƌŶ ? “dŚĞ&ĂƌZŝŐŚƚZĞŐƌŽƵƉƐ ? ?The Progressive, 29.1 (February 1965), 13. 
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XQGHUVWRRGKHFRXOGQRWODJEHKLQGDQGLQODWHHVWDEOLVKHG³$UH<RX/LVWHQLQJ8QFOH
6DP"´ DQ LQIRUPDWLYH SURJUDP ³DLPHG DW WKH YDVW PDMRULW\ RI $PHULFDQ SHRSOH ZKR DUH
XQFRPPLWWHG´ IHDWXULQJ³JXHVW H[SHUWV´ZKRFRQWULEXWHGRQ LVVXHV UDQJLQJ IURP0HGLFDUH
and Social Security to civil rights reform and Vietnam. Within weeks, the program aired on 
over one hundred radio stations.63 In addition, the Society still enjoyed a prominent position 
among allied groups and a central platform through which right-wing conspiracists reached a 
wider public. Not only did Welch invite popular speakers to fundraiser dinners, hire prolific 
pundits for written contributions or speaking tour engagements and reprint esoteric literature, 
the Society also invested heavily in publicity events emphasizing a sense of cohesion among 
its peer groups.64 In 1967, Birch sponsors launcKHGWKHIRXUWK³1HZ(QJODQG5DOO\IRU*RG
)DPLO\DQG&RXQWU\´DWKUHH-day right-wing convention dedicated to General Edwin Walker 
and featuring speakers such as Reed Benson, Billy James Hargis, Edward G. Griffin, Dan 
Smoot, and Robert Welch himself. A convention hall was installed and featured exhibitions 
SURPRWLQJVHYHUDO%LUFKIURQWVDVZHOODV³IULHQGO\´DVVRFLDWLRQVDVZHOODV:HVWHUQ,VODQGV
American Opinion and The Review of the News.65 From outside the JBS, volunteers and paid 
staffers promoted the Manion Forum, Dan Smoot Report, Christian Crusade, Congress of 
Freedom, Bob Jones University, the Liberty Amendment Committee, and Liberty Lobby. 66 
 
III. Stand Up for Americanism: George Wallace and the John Birch Society 
                                                          
63 dŽŵ,ŝůů ? “DĞŵŽdŽůů^ĞĐƚŝŽŶ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ PAre You Listening Uncle Sam ? ?EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ ?0, 1967, JBS Records, Box 
 ? ? “ZĂĚŝŽWƌŽŐram Are You Listening Uncle Sam ?. 
64  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇEŽƚĞƐŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ  W ZĞŶĞǁƐƚƚĂĐŬŽŶŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵ ? ?Corpus Christi Caller Times, December 8, 
1968, 66. 
65 Neil Hickey ? “They Call Themselves Patriots ? ?TV Guide, April 15 W21, 1967, 14 W17. 
66  “&ƌŽŵ ? ? ?ƚŽ ? ? ? PdŚĞ^ƉŝƌŝƚŽĨ/ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞĐĂůůƐǇŽƵďĂĐŬ ? ? ? ? ? ? ) ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? ?ŶŽĨŽůĚĞƌ ? 
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When, in 1965, Goldwater too repudiated the JBS, many of his supporters felt 
frustrated that he was attacking the wrong enemy and that instead of respecting zealous, 
patriotic Americans, many of whom had supported his candidacy, he had been approached by 
the more moderate forces in the party to wrest control away from conservatives. Rockefeller, 
Scranton, Romney and even Eisenhower had used the image of the Birchers as a scapegoat to 
XQGHUPLQH*ROGZDWHUEHIRUHDQGQRZLWVHHPHGWKHPDQZKRKDGGHIHQGHGH[WUHPLVP³LQ
the GHIHQVHRIOLEHUW\´ZDVVXEPLWWLQJWR WKHROG(DVWHUQ(VWDEOLVKPHQW¶VZLOO$VGeoffrey 
.DEDVHUYLFH KDV VKRZQ WKH LQILJKWLQJ RYHU *ROGZDWHU¶V QRPLQDWLRQ ZDV EXW D UHQHZHG
eruption of intra-party friction that went back at least to Robert Taft and Dwight Eisenhower, 
EXWZLWKWKH$UL]RQDQ¶VQRPLQDWLRQWKHSDUW\¶VULJKWZLQJDFKLHYHGVXFKDQXSVHWYLFWRU\WKDW
the more moderate leadership strove to pull the party back to the center to ensure the 1964 
debacle would not repeat itself. Even conservative candidates like John Tower and Ronald 
Reagan were clearly intent on not losing their appeal to the center, even if it required 
repudiating the Birch Society and its conspiracy-obsessed leader. At the same time, it should 
EH SRLQWHG RXW WKDW DIWHU *ROGZDWHU¶V GHIHat, Birchers would look of their own accord for 
alternatives to the Republican Party, and that their gradual exclusion from the party was often 
a mutual desire.67 
7KH UHDVRQ IRU WKH 6RFLHW\¶V H[LVWHQFH KDG EHHQ :HOFK¶V GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW ZLWK WKH
two-party sysWHPDQGWKHODFNRIDWUXO\FRQVHUYDWLYHSODWIRUPDQGWKH-%6¶VLQLWLDOVXFFHVV
lay in the fact that thousands of conservatives around the country felt neglected by the 
PDLQVWUHDP SROLWLFDO SURFHVV %DUU\ *ROGZDWHU¶V VWDXQFK DQWL-communism and 
uncompromising rhetoric encouraged conservatives, including conspiracists and racists, to 
bring their zeal back into the national GOP. Many Birchers could combine their loyalty to 
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 Robert Kabaservice, Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the Destruction of the Republican Party, 
From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012), 87-102, 112-6, 137-8, 155-173. 
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Welch with sincere trust in and admiration for the Republican candidate, who chose to defend 
their fundamentalism and welcomed their support. Nevertheless, the JBS itself officially 
UHPDLQHG RXWVLGH RI SDUWLVDQ SROLWLFV DQG WKH H[WHQW RI *ROGZDWHU¶V GHIHDW DQG LWV GLYLVLYH
aftermath convinced many that the party had become too infiltrated b\FROOHFWLYLVWVDQG³PH
WRR´5HSXEOLFDQVWRPDNHLWHQWLUHO\WKHLUV68 
Fred *UXSS¶Vsociological analysis of the JBS confirmed a number of suspicions. His 
respondents turned out to be mainly white, suburban, professional and Protestant Republican 
conservatives, with more Democrats in the South, and a strong minority of Catholics. Grupp 
also concluded the Goldwater race had indeed given the Society a boost, with approximately 
27,000 members joining over the course of 1964. Unsurprisingly, nearly 60% of the 
respondents listing Goldwater as their preferred presidential candidate, followed by Strom 
Thurmond at 10%. 7KH UHVXOWV DOVR FRQILUPHG WKDW  FRQVLGHUHG WKH 6RFLHW\ WKH ³PRVW
LPSRUWDQW RUJDQL]DWLRQ´ WR ZKLFK WKH\ Eelonged. Unsurprisingly, Grupp found Birch 
PHPEHUV DFFRUGHG LPPHQVH LPSRUWDQFH WR WKH 6RFLHW\¶V VWUXFWXUDO DGYDQWDJHV WR DFKLHYH
political victories, educate the public, and forge social ties between members.69 
 If the JBS remained an essentially educational organization capable of forging strong 
networks consisting of conservatives with a fluid partisan identification but strong inclination 
WR LQYROYH WKHPVHOYHV LQ SROLWLFDO DFWLYLVP WKHQ *HRUJH :DOODFH¶V WKLUG-party bid in 1968 
presented an attractive project for Birchers. The Alabama Governor had caused an upset 
victory in the Democratic Michigan primary four years before, and several Birch members 
                                                          
68 Incidentally, at the 1966 God and Family rally, opposite stalls dedicated to American Opinion and The Review 
of the News, an undercover journalist writing for a left-wing magazine noticed a special booth set up to 
promote a potential third-ƉĂƌƚǇ ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ ǇĞĂƌ ?Ɛ ĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? ůů ƚŚĂƚ ǁĂƐ ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ ? ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ
ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ ? “ƵǇĞƌƐƵůůŝƐŚĂƚŝƌĐŚŝƐŵDĂƌŬĞƚ ? ?Homefront 1.4 July-August, 1967, 1. 
69 &ƌĞĚt ?'ƌƵƉƉ ?:ƌ ? ? “WĞƌƐŽŶĂů^ĂƚŝƐĨĂĐƚŝŽŶĞƌŝǀĞĚ&ƌŽŵDĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉŝŶƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?The Western 
Political Quarterly 24.1 (March 1971), 79-83. 
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were reported to have campaigned for him. This time around, Wallace decided to break with 
ERWKPDMRUSDUWLHVDQGFULWLFL]HGWKHSROLWLFDOHVWDEOLVKPHQW¶VUHIXVDORULQDELOLW\WRWDFNOHWKH
social disorder that alienated millions of voters. The candidate publicly agreed with the JBS 
that Communists had been behind the civil rights movement and that liberals were in fact 
VRFLDOLVWV LQ VKHHS¶VFORWKLQJ ORRNLQJ WRGHVWUR\ WKH$PHULFDQZD\RI OLIH MXVWDV WKH\KDG
done to the Deep South.70  
:LWK :DOODFH¶V 6RXWKHUQ SRSXOLVP %LUFKHUV FRXOG UHNLQGOH WKHLU DIIHFWLRQ IRU
GoldwDWHU¶V VKRRW-from-the-hip style. His decision to venture outside the two-party system 
and run on the American Independent Party ticket seemed intellectually satisfying and 
FRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKH6RFLHW\¶VFRQVSLUDWRULDOYLHZV ,QODWH:LOODUG69RLWUHsigned as 
YLFHSUHVLGHQWRI5REHUW:HOFK ,QF WKH6RFLHW\¶VRIILFLDOSXEOLVKLQJDUP WRYROXQWHHUIRU
Wallace in California, where the Governor needed 66,059 signatures to qualify for the ballot. 
Voit, a 29-year old businessman from Newport Beach, emphasized there had been no breach 
ZLWK:HOFKRUWKH6RFLHW\EXWJLYHQWKH%LUFKIRXQGHU¶VVWDQFHRQGLUHFWSROLWLFDODFWLYLVP
he decided to step down from his paid position while maintaining life membership. Upon 
registering for the American Independent Party, Voit also resigned from the Republican State 
&HQWUDO&RPPLWWHHDQG852&GLVLOOXVLRQHGZLWKQDWLRQDO*23OHDGHUVKLS³,WVHHPVFOHDUWR
me that the Republican Party will not provide the conservative, anti-Communist alternative in 
the 1968 presidential eOHFWLRQWRWKH-RKQVRQWLFNHW´9RLWZKRKDGEDFNHG5HDJDQLQ
EXWVDLGKHZDQWHGWR³ZDLWDQGVHHPRUHRIZKDWKHGRHVLQ&DOLIRUQLD´EHIRUHH[SUHVVLQJ
DQ\MXGJPHQWKDLOHG:DOODFH¶VFDQGLGDF\DVDVXLWDEOHDOWHUQDWLYH³7KLVLVRXUZHDSRQDQG
                                                          
70 ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ ?,ĂŶĞǇ ? “tĂůůĂĐĞŝŶtŝƐĐŽŶƐŝŶ PdŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂůWƌŝŵĂƌǇŽĨ ? ? ? ? ? ?Wisconsin Magazine of History 
61.4 (Summer 1967), 261- ? ? ƐĞĞ ĂůƐŽ <ĞŶŶĞƚŚ >ĂŵŽƚƚ ?  “ ‘/ƚ /ƐŶ ?ƚ Ă DŝƌĂŐĞ dŚĞǇ ?ƌĞ ^ĞĞŝŶŐ ? ? ^ĂǇƐ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ
tĂůůĂĐĞ ? ?New York Times Magazine, September 22,  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ? ? ,ŽǁĂƌĚ ^ĞĞůǇĞ ?  “sŽƚĞƌƐ ǆƉůĂŝŶ ^ǁŝƚĐŚ ƚŽ
tĂůůĂĐĞ ? ?Los Angeles Times, December 10, 1967, OC3; Charles D. Hadley and Lewis Lowman (eds.), Southern 
State Party Organizations and Activists (Wesport, CT and London: Praeger, 1995), 118. 
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our onO\SROLWLFDOFKDQFH´:DOODFHZRXOGHYHQWXDOO\PDNHWKHEDOORWLQ&DOLIRUQLDZLWKHDVH
and win 7.5% of its total vote in November 1968.71 
 
 
 
Fig. 16*HRUJH:DOODFHVHDWHGDW:HOFK¶VULJKWGXULQJWKHDQQXDO-%6EDQTXHWLQ'HFHPEHULQ1HZ
York. Wallace is picture shaking hands with Charles Smith, one of two new African American anti-civil rights 
speakers on the Birch circuit ± HOMEFRONT INSTITUTE FOR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 
 
In Nevada, where GOP Governor Paul Laxalt had told an estimated 2,000 Birchers in 
WKHVWDWH WRFKRRVHEHWZHHQ WKH5HSXEOLFDQ3DUW\ DQG%HOPRQW:DOODFH¶V WRSFDPSDLJQHUV
UHFRJQL]HG WKH %LUFKHUV¶ XVHIXOQHVV WR WKHLU FDQGLGDWH¶V FDXVH :LOOLDP 6KHDUHU :HVWHUQ
liaison for the Wallace campaign, in September 1967 ordered Birch chapter leader and Reno 
XURORJLVW-RKQ'H7DUWR WDNHRYHUWKHUHLQV IURP0DUJDUHW'\HUFKDLUZRPDQRIWKHVWDWH¶V
Wallace for President Committee and not a member of the JBS. When Dyer, who had already 
collected about 1,000 out of the necessary 6,393 signatures to get Wallace on the ballot, 
                                                          
71  “sŽŝƚYƵŝƚƐ Birch Society Job to Join in Wallace Campaign, ? Los Angeles Times, November 21, 1967, 3. 
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complained to Shearer, she was told to hand over her paperwork and financial resources to 
DeTar without further ado. A disgruntled Dyer made way for his successor, who had walked 
RXWRIWKHVWDWHFRQYHQWLRQDIWHU/D[DOW¶VUHSXGLation of the Society, but not before burning 
her petitions and complaining to a New York Times correspondent that the Birchers were 
³WU\LQJ WR GHVWUR\ WKH FDPSDLJQ´ 1RW RQO\ ZRXOG :DOODFH JDLQ D SODFH RQ WKH EDOORW KH
would eventually carry an impressive 20,432 votes or 13.25% of the Silver State vote. 72 
 In Florida and Texas, Wallace campaign managers similarly encouraged local Birch 
activists, who often had pre-existing recruitment and propaganda distribution networks at 
their disposal, to organize volunteers and petition drives on the ground. In Texas, committee 
chair and Bircher Bard Logan dismissed party Treasurer Margaret Bacon and Secretary Jane 
6XPQHU DIWHU WKH\ KDG FRPSODLQHG DERXW VFUHHQLQJV RI WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\¶V DQWL-civil 
rights Anarchy USA ILOP DW SDUW\ PHHWLQJV ³,W¶V QRW WKH %LUFK SHRSOH WKDW DUH FDXVLQJ WKH
WURXEOH´ /RJDQ H[SODLQHG ³,W¶V WKH DQWL-%LUFK SHRSOH >«@ 7KH\ XVH WKH %LUFKHUV DV DQ
H[FXVH>«@WRJHWSRZHU´/RJDQFODLPHGDSSUR[LPDWHO\RXWRIH[HFXWLYHFRPPLWWHH
members were Birchers, which he dismissed as irrelevant considering the Society itself 
UHPDLQHG³QRQSROLWLFDO´73  
The Wallace campaign remains an important example of a populist protest movement 
that FDQQRW VLPSO\ EH UHGXFHG WR WKH *RYHUQRU¶V DSSHDO. Rejecting explanations of status 
GHSULYDWLRQDQGYRWHUDSDWK\-RG\&DUOVRQLQVWHDGVXJJHVWVLQKHU³SRZHUWKHRU\´WKDWZKDW
OXUHG YRWHUV ZDV WKHLU SHUFHLYHG SRZHUOHVVQHVV ZLWKLQ WKH SROLWLFDO HVWDEOLVKPHQW ³:KHUH
there once was no federal government, they now see federal policy as influencing every 
aspect of their lives ± the economy, their access to jobs, the kinds of houses they can afford to 
                                                          
72  “tĂůůĂĐĞ&ŽƌĐĞƐŝŶEĞǀĂĚĂ^Ɖůŝƚ ? ?New York Times, September 16, 1967, 51. 
73  “ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶWĂƌƚǇŝǀŝĚĞĚŝŶdĞǆĂƐ ? ?New York Times, August 25, 1968, 60; Martin Waldron, see also  “ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ
ŝŶdĞǆĂƐ,ĞĂĚtĂůůĂĐĞŝĚ ? ?New York Times, September 22 1968, 56. 
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live in, and the kinds of schools their children can go to. In short, governmental decisions 
affect them greatly, and they KDYHQRLQSXW´74 &DUOVRQ¶VHPSKDVLVRQ³SRZHUOHVVQHVV´ILQGV
parallels with the analysis of contemporary commentators, most notably David Riesman: 
³7KHH[WUHPHULJKW>«@LVRIWHQLQWKHDQRPDORXVSRVLWLRQRIEHLQJVWURQJHUWKDQLWIHHOV ,W
feels persecuted because many positions of influence in Washington, New York and 
+ROO\ZRRGDUHRXWVLGHLWVFRQWURO´75 
'DQ&DUWHUVXJJHVWVWKDWWKH³IXQGDPHQWDOGLIIHUHQFHVEHWZHHQWKHSXEOLFUKHWRULFRI
the Alabama governor and the new conservatism [of Goldwater, Reagan and Nixon] is 
soPHWLPHVVHHPPRUHDPDWWHURIVW\OHWKDQVXEVWDQFH´2QLVVXHVRIFULPH&RPPXQLVPDQG
taxes, Wallace barely struck new ground, and neatly followed the credo of republican 
conservatism. What Wallace brought to the table was the celebration of those being left out of 
the bargaining process by the two main parties: Wallace supporters ± North and South ± felt 
psychologically and culturally isolated from the dominant currents of American life in the 
1960s. Like the Birchers, who often described themselves as trXO\ DW WKH ³FHQWHU´ RI
American politics and constitutionalist republicanism, Wallace the Populist hinted at a 
conspiracy between the bureaucratic elites and the poor and often black underclass, who 
conspired to squeeze the middle man. Playing on Birchist themes on an infected/infiltrated 
VWDWHDSSDUDWXV:DOODFHUHMHFWHGWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQW¶VVRFLDODQGHFRQRPLFLQWHUYHQWLRQV³:H
GRQ¶WKDYHDVLFNVRFLHW\´KHSURFODLPHG³ZHKDYHDVLFN6XSUHPH&RXUW´76  
 These analyses draw an important parallel with the appeal of Birchism. The JBS had 
traditionally operated from an alarmist, outsider perspective endeavoring to educate the 
                                                          
74 Jody Carlson, George C. Wallace and the Politics of Powerlessness: The Wallace Campaigns for the 
Presidency, 1964-1976 (New York: Transaction Publishers, 1981), 16. 
75 Riesman, op. cit. 
76 Dan Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1999), xiv, 12, 20. 
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public on the moral corruption and illegitimacy of the political mainstream. As David 
+RURZLW] DUJXHV WKH 6RFLHW\ LQVWHDG ³VSRNH WR WKe powerlessness of nationalists and 
DQWLFROOHFWLYLVWVLQDQHUDLQZKLFKWKHLUPHVVDJHDSSHDUHGPDUJLQDOL]HG´,QWXUQ:DOODFH¶V
firebrand defense of traditional American values could connect this perceived marginalization 
with a populist rebuttal of the ³H[FHVVHV´RIWKHV77 Writing for American Opinion over 
WKHVXPPHURI*DU\$OOHQFDSWXUHGWKHPRRGTXLWHDSWO\:KLOH³WKRXVDQGVRIWRQVRI
PDULMXDQDZHQWXS LQVPRNHDVGLGQXPHURXVFLWLHVDQGGUDIWFDUGV´$OOHQVDZWKH8QLWHG
States driven to WKHEULQNRIEDQNUXSWF\E\WKH³ILVFDODQGPRQHWDU\LQVDQLW\RIRXU0DU[LVW
OHDGHUV´± WKH-RKQVRQEXGJHWKDGJRQHXSIURPWRELOOLRQ$OOHQFRQWLQXH³ZH
DUHDVNHGWREHOLHYHWKDWZHKDYHPRUHµSRYHUW\¶WKDQHYHU>«@:KDWWKH\¶YHDFWXDOO\GRQH
of course, is to create a vast army of freeloaders which increasingly threatens to destroy the 
FRXQWU\LILWVERRW\LVQRWLQFUHDVHG´&RQYLQFHGWKHJRYHUQPHQWZDVSOD\LQJRXWDFODVVZDU
to undermine small to medium-scale capitalists, he dismissed the War on Poverty as nothing 
PRUHWKDQ³DKRD[EHLQJXVHGE\WKH)DU/HIWDVDUDWLRQDOL]DWLRQIRUH[SDQGLQJJRYHUQPHQW
H[SHQGLWXUHVDQGFRQWURODVDSDUWRIWKH0DU[LVWSDFNDJH´0HDQZKLOH$OOHQEHOLHYHG WKH
SRRUZHUHVHGXFHGE\JHQHURXVZHOIDUHSDFNDJHV³DVDSHUPDQHQWZD\RIOLIH´ZKLFKRQO\
contributed to the birth of more fatherless children and hence the breakdown of the American 
family, the last bastion of freedom. 78  
                                                          
77 David Horowitz, Beyond Left & Right: Insurgency and the Establishment (Urbana-Champaign: University of 
Illinois Press, 1996), 282-4. 
78 'ĂƌǇůůĞŶ ? “ŵĞƌŝĐĂ ? ? ? ? ? PtŚǇdŚĞ^ĐŽƌĞ/Ɛ^Ž,ŝŐŚ ? ?American Opinion 11.7 (July-August 1968), 1-21. 
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Fig. 17: A 1967 poster sponsored by a Georgia Chapter using a picture of an anti-Vietnam protest in 
New York City as propaganda ± $87+25¶6&2//(&7,21 
 
 5REHUW:HOFKHFKRHG$OOHQ¶VFRQFHUQVDQGZHQWDWJUHDWOHQJWKVWRGLVPLVVWKH1HZ
Left, with Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) at the helm as a dangerous vanguard of 
WKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRQVSLUDF\,QDPHVVDJHWRDOOPHPEHUVRQWKHDGYDQFHVRIWKH³,QVLGHUV´LQ
0D\  KH SODFHG 6'6 VTXDUHO\ LQ WKH VDPH FROXPQ ³7KH ZKROH DJLWDWLRQ LV YLVLEO\
plotted and carried out as a part of the total Communist program for eventually seizing 
FRQWURO RI WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV´ %DFN LQ  :HOFK ZLWKRXW QDPLQJ :DOODFH RU DQ\ RWKHU
FDQGLGDWH DFNQRZOHGJHG KLV PHPEHUV¶ GHVLUH WR SDUWLFLSDWH SROLWLFDOO\ LQ WKH XSFRPLQJ
elecWLRQEXWUHPLQGHGWKHPRIWKH6RFLHW\¶Vreal purposes: 
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,Q WKLVH[WUHPHO\SROLWLFDO \HDURI >«@ OHW¶VNHHSFOHDUO\ LQPLQGZKDWZHDUH
trying to do. And that is, to save our country from enslavement by the Communists. A 
great many Birchers, acting as good citizens, are and will be taking part in politics. 
But we are not interested in electing any candidate to office except as such election 
ZLOOKHOSFDUU\RXWRXUUHDOSXUSRVH6ROHW¶VQRW WU\ WRHQJDJHLQVPDUWSROLWLFVEXW
use any political campaign itself as a means of making our educational efforts more 
far reaching and more effective. If the candidate you are working for is really and 
truly anti-Communist, such efforts will clearly help him to be elected. If not, they will 
still help.79 
In Wallace:HOFKVDZJUHDWSRWHQWLDO1HYHUWKHOHVV WRXSKROGWKH³QRQ-SROLWLFDO´VWDWXVRI
the Society, he had to be careful not to overtly make recommendations or endorsements. Any 
casual follower of the Belmont line had but to read between the lines. In the September issue 
of American Opinion, Welch ran two comparative stories on Republican nominee Richard 
Nixon and Wallace ± though the Society consistently claimed equal Democratic membership, 
Humphrey seemed too obvious an evil to even consider. 
2IIHULQJ D ³KDUG ORRN DW WKH FDQGLGDWH´ *DU\ $OOHQ HPSKDVL]HG KRZ WKH DQWL-
Communist redbaiter Nixon had changed into a political opportunist, ready to sell out 
ZKHQHYHUSROLWLFDOO\H[SHGLHQW³$PDQ¶VPRWLYHVDUHDOZD\VPL[HGDQGQRGRXEWLWLVWUXH
that Nixon changed KLVSROLWLFDOVW\OHDIWHU LQSDUW IRUSXUHO\SROLWLFDO UHDVRQV´$OOHQ
UHFRXQWHG KRZ 1L[RQ KDG UHIXVHG WR EDFN WKH %ULFNHU $PHQGPHQW ³FDYHG LQ´ WR 1HOVRQ
Rockefeller in 1960, refused to back California Proposition 24 in 1962, and criticized the 
³QRQSROLWLFDO´ -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ IURP WKHQ RQ $OOHQ D ³1HZ :RUOG 2UGHU´ FRQVSLUDF\
theorist, noted how Nixon had belonged to the Council on Foreign Relations and the Institute 
for Pacific Relations, two internationalist think tanks that Welch regarded with great 
VXVSLFLRQ³,W LV \RXVHH WR WKHILHOGRIIRUHLJQDIIDLUV WKDW1L[RQKDVGHYRWHGKLVSULPDU\
/HIWLVW HIIRUWV´:LWKLQ WKH FRQWH[WRI WKH FDPSDLJQ$OOHQQRWHGKRZ1L[RQKDGRSHQHGD
GLDORJXHZLWK WKH³UHYROXWLRQDU\EODFNSRZHU IDQDWLFV´RI&25( OHG E\³YLROHQW0DU[LVW´
Floyd McKissick, who the Birchers believed had willfully stirred racial violence to terrorize 
                                                          
79 ZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ? “DĞƐƐĂŐĞŽĨƚŚĞDŽŶƚŚ ? ?:ƵůǇ-August 1968, 6, JBS Records, Box 5 ? “DŽD ? ?
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law-DELGLQJFLWL]HQVLQWRVXEPLVVLRQWRWKH6WDWH³7KH,QVLGHUVDQGWKHLUSXSSHWVNQRZWKDW
during the psychological shock of a disaster the public is willing to accept measures which 
ZRXOGQRWRWKHUZLVHEHDGRSWHG´)LQDOO\WKHDUWLFOHVFRUHG1L[RQIRUHQGRUVLQJ³5HSXEOLFDQ
E\DFFLGHQW´-DFRE-DYLWVRI1HZ<RUNDQG³XOWUD-/LEHUDO´-RKQ/LQGVD\DQGKLGLQJEHKLQGD
K\SRFULWLFDOFHQWULVP³1L[RQSODFHGKLPVHOIVTXDUHO\RQWKHµFHQWHU¶EXWIDLOHGWRFRPPHQW
on the fact that the middle of the road had been moving Left for thirty-ILYH\HDUV´80  
In the same issue, Welch ran a complimentary story on Wallace, written by Susan B. 
Huck, who often contributed on racial issues and education. In sharp contrast to the Nixon 
SLHFH+XFNUDQWKURXJK:DOODFH¶VELRJUDSK\HPSKDVL]LQJWKH*RYHUQRU¶VXQOLNHO\³DJDLQVW
DOO RGGV´ OLIH VWRU\ PHWLFXORXVO\ DQG FRPPHQGLQJ KLP IRU KLV ³EUDYHU\´ LQ VWDQGLQJ XS WR
³IHGHUDO W\UDQQ\´ DQG KLV ³FRQVLVWHQW DGKHUHQFH WR SULQFLSOHV RI IUHHGRP DQG
FRQVWLWXWLRQDOLVP´&RPSDUHGWR1L[RQDQG+XPSKUH\+XFNZDUPO\HQGRUVHG:DOODFHDV
³WKH RQO\ FDQGLGDWH LQ WKH UDFH ZKR LV JHQXLQHO\ outspokenly anti-Communist.´81 In turn, 
Wallace, who understood the value of Society members at the grassroots level ± even in 
northern states like Washington more than half of his local campaign committee were 
members ± FRQVLVWHQWO\ UHIXVHG WR UHSXGLDWH WKH 6RFLHW\ ³, DP QRW JRLQJ WR GHQRXQFH WKH
John Birch Society. I know a few of its members in Alabama and they are some of our finest 
FLWL]HQV´82 
Richard Nixon, taking advantage of a divided Democratic Party and its Vietnam-
scarred candidate, won an overwhelming 301 electoral vote majority compared to 
HuPSKUH\¶V,QWKHSRSXODUYRWHWKHWZRZHUHPRUHHYHQO\PDWFKHGZLWK1L[RQWDNLQJ
                                                          
80 'ĂƌǇůůĞŶ ? “,ĂƌĚ>ŽŽŬĂƚƚŚĞĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ PDƌ ?EŝǆŽŶ ? ?American Opinion 11.8 (September 1968), 14, 18, 20-
21. 
81 ^ƵƐĂŶ,ƵĐŬ ? “,ĂƌĚ>ŽŽŬĂƚƚŚĞĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ PDƌ ?tĂůůĂĐĞ ? ?American Opinion 11.8 (September 1968), 32-6. 
82  “tĂƌƌĞŶtĞĂǀĞƌ ?:ƌ ? ? “tĂůůĂĐĞZĞĨƵƐĞƐƚŽ^ĐŽƌĞŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ ? ?New York Times, April 28, 1967, 28. 
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 YHUVXV +XPSKUH\¶V  7KH PDMRU XSVHW KRZHYHU ZDV :DOODFH ZKR KDG
conquered five Southern states ± Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia ± 
and an impressive 13.5% of the popular vote, performing strongly in Northern industrial hubs 
as well. One electoral college voter from North Carolina, a Dr. Lloyd Bailey, even defected 
from Nixon and cast his vote for Wallace. The Nixon campaign had not known he was a 
Bircher. To the present day, Wallace would be the last independent candidate to carry states. 
Even with Nixon winning, the trend was clear: national politics had undergone a definitive 
rightward shift. 83 
The story of Wallace, the Birch Society and the conservative revival of the late 1960s 
is inextricably connected to that of the decline of liberalism and ultimately, the collapse of the 
New Deal with it. Tepid social vision, ineffective anti-poverty programs, and a disastrous 
conflict management in Vietnam all contributed heavily to its downfall. As Daniel Patrick 
0R\QLKDQREVHUYHG³WKHJUHDWIDLOLQJRIWKH-RKQVRQ$GPLQLVWUDWLRQZDVWKDWDQLPPHQVH
RSSRUWXQLW\>«@ZDVORVWZKLOHHQHUJLHVZHUHH[SHQGHGLQZD\VWKDWYHU\SUREDEO\KDVWHQHG
the enGRIWKHEULHISHULRGZKHQVXFKRSWLRQVZHUHRSHQ´84 Journalist Peter Shrag opined in a 
1969 +DUSHU¶V0DJD]LQH column that where liberals fell short, is where the loyal New Deal 
worker increasingly felt unrepresented and gradually became an easy prey to right-wing 
SRSXOLVWV ³>)@RU D GHFDGH KH LV WKH RQH ZKR KDV EHHQ DVNHG WR FDUU\ WKH EXUGHQ RI VRFLDO
reform, to integrate his schools and his neighborhood, has been asked by comfortable people 
WR SD\ WKH VRFLDO GHEWV GXH WR WKH SRRU DQG EODFN´85 Much of the literature addressing the 
                                                          
83 dŚŽŵĂƐ&ŽůĞǇ ? “ZĞŶĞŐĂĚĞsŽƚĞ&ŽƌtĂůůĂĐĞhƉŚĞůĚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, January 7, 1969, A1. 
84 DŽǇŶŝŚĂŶƋƵŽƚĞĚŝŶ /ƌĂ<ĂƚǌŶĞůƐŽŶ ?  “tĂƐƚŚĞ'ƌĞĂƚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĂ>ŽƐƚKƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ ? ? ŝŶ^ƚĞǀĞ&ƌĂƐĞƌĂnd Gary 
Gerstle (eds.), The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1989), 185. 
85 WĞƚĞƌ ^ŚƌĂŐ  “dŚĞ &ŽƌŐŽƚƚĞŶ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ ? ?,ĂƌƉĞƌ ?Ɛ DĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ, August 1969, 30; Samuel Lubell, The Hidden 
Crisis in American Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1970). 
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failure of liberalism in the late 1960s, has projected much of the responsibility onto liberals 
WKHPVHOYHV 6FKRODUV KDYH FULWLFL]HG &ROG :DU OLEHUDOLVP RI KDYLQJ EHFRPH ³LPSULVRQHG
within an anachronistic and increasingly elitist 1HZ'HDOLGHRORJ\´WKDWIDLOHGWRDQWLFLSDWHD
hostile popular response to the shortcomings of its own programs. At the same time, the 
IDLOXUHRI -RKQVRQ¶VDQWL-poverty initiatives to attack social and racial inequities at the root 
went hand in hand with the rise of New Politics and the New Left, whose vocal and radical 
dissent further undermined its moral authority and alienated uneasy voters. 86  
 7KHQDJDLQ:DOODFH¶VVWURQJSHUIRUPDQFHDQG1L[RQ¶VHYHQWXDOYLFWRU\KLJKOLJKWWKH
vitality and success of alternatives to liberal Democrats. The activism of the JBS could never 
sway a majority of Americans, but through the campaign of Wallace, as well as its own 
programs targeting police review boards, civil rights and Vietnam, it could help create the 
climate IRUWKH1HZ5LJKW¶VPDUFKWRSRZHUWallace posed a greater threat to Nixon in the 
general election than to Humphrey, but the Republican drew inspiration from the third-party 
candidate. 1L[RQ¶VYLFWRU\5HSXEOLFDQVWUDWHJLVW.HYLQ3KLOOLSVGHFODUHG³EHVSRke the end 
RIWKH1HZ'HDO'HPRFUDWLFKHJHPRQ\DQGWKHEHJLQQLQJRIDQHZHUDLQ$PHULFDQSROLWLFV´
To achieve his victory, the candidate had mastered the crucial technique of exploiting the 
disillusionment of an increasingly suburban populace with the liberal establishment through 
the racial and cultural coding of social and cultural resentments that the Society had helped 
develop through its tireless populist appeals to the American public. Though the advent of 
Nixon would not bring about the end of New Deal liberalism, the triumph of his election 
                                                          
86 Gareth Davies, From Opportunity to Entitlement: The Transformation and Decline of Great Society Liberalism  
(Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1999), 217; see also George Rising, ůĞĂŶĨŽƌ'ĞŶĞ PƵŐĞŶĞDĐĂƌƚŚǇ ?Ɛ
1968 Presidential Campaign (Wesport, CT: Praeger, 1997); Jeffrey Bloodworth, Losing the Center: The Decline 
of American Liberalism, 1968-1992 (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2013). 
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strategy still signaled a seismic shift towards the modern conserYDWLYHPRYHPHQW¶VFRPLQJRI
age.87 
 
IV. Out with a Whimper: A Society in Decline 
A month after the election, the Society marked its tenth anniversary at the Manufacturers 
Building on the Indiana State Fairgrounds, literally a mile from the suburban home where 
Welch had founded the Society a decade before. Addressing an audience of 2,000 devotees, 
Welch started off by proudly listing his orgaQL]DWLRQ¶V DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV D PHPEHUVKLS RI
around 60,000 to 100,000 spread over 4,000 chapters nationwide, the opening of around 450 
$PHULFDQ2SLQLRQERRNVWRUHV WKH³$UH\RX/LVWHQLQJ8QFOH6DP´SURJUDPKHDUGRQRYHU
100 stations, a thriving speakers bureau, around $5 million in annual revenues and a myriad 
of vibrant projects. Over the next decade, the retired candy manufacturer proclaimed, the 
6RFLHW\ZRXOGXVHWKRVHUHVRXUFHVWRILQDOO\³H[SRVHDQGURXWWKH&RPPXQLVWFRQVSLUDF\´88 
In a post-election rHSRUW RQ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V VWUHQJWK :HVOH\ 0F&XQH UHPDLQHG
ambiguous about where the Birchers stood as a political force: ³, GRQ¶W WKLQN WKH\ DUH
JURZLQJLQVL]HDQGPRQH\´WKHDQDO\VWVSHFXODWHG$QG\HWUHFRJQL]LQJWKHLUSDUWLQUHFHQW
high-profile campaigns, he cautioned: ³>:@KHQ \RX¶YH JRW D 5RQDOG 5HDJDQ RU D *HRUJH
:DOODFHELJQDWLRQDO ILJXUHVZKR UHIXVH WR UHSXGLDWH WKH%LUFK6RFLHW\ WKH\¶YHJRW VRPH
FORXWVRPHZKHUH´89 Nevertheless, after the significant boost the JBS had received from the 
Goldwater campaign, its growth began to stagnate, which even Welch conceded was true. 
:LWK WKH  HOHFWLRQ RQ WKH KRUL]RQ UHSRUWV ZHUH FRPLQJ LQ RI ³D VWHDG\ GURS LQ
                                                          
87 Kevin Phillips, The Emerging Republican Majority (New Rochelle, NY: Arlington House, 1969), 25. 
88 ŽƵŐůĂƐ<ŶĞĞůĂŶĚ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?ŐĞ ? ? ?sŽǁƐZĞĚZŽƵƚ ? ?New York Times, December 8, 1968, 1. 
89  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ&ĂĚĞƐ ? ?The Miami News, January 10, 1968, 11. 
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PHPEHUVKLS´DQGHYHQ:LOOLDP Buckley remarked how long it had been since he had felt the 
QHHG WR NHHS WKH 6RFLHW\¶V JURZWK LQ FKHFN 0HDQZKLOH FLUFXODWLRQ RI American Opinion 
remained at a disappointing 33,600 or nearly 170,000 short of its initial objective. Welch had 
already decided to bring his ambitious one million member target down to 200,000, still at 
OHDVWWZLFHWKH6RFLHW\¶VDFWXDOVWUHQJWK&RQFHGLQJWKH6RFLHW\¶VVKRUWFRPLQJVDIWHUDGHFDGH
on the ground, he laconically added: ³>:@HGRQ¶WQHHGDPLOOLRQ´90 
Halfway through the decade, signs of trouble and internal discord were already 
showing. Internal discord amongst the leadership became an issue when, after his 
controversial speech at the 1966 New England Rally, Council member and American Opinion 
contributor Revilo Oliver was ushered out of his position and asked WR OHDYH2OLYHU¶VDQWL-
Semitic remarks and beliefs ± he would later assume a high-profile position with Liberty 
Lobby ± ZHUH LUUHFRQFLODEOH ZLWK :HOFK¶V EHOLHI WKDW ELRORJLFDO UDFLVP ZDV LWVHOI D
Communist tool to instill chaos and discord. Shortly after Oliver left, Slobodan Draskovich, 
WKH 6RFLHW\¶V (DVWHUQ %ORF FRQQRLVVHXU IROORZHG VXLW FRQYLQFHG :HOFK¶V WRS-down 
leadership lacked vision and efficiency. Spokesman Rousselot commented Oliver and 
Draskovich had OHIW YROXQWDULO\ RXW RI GLVDJUHHPHQWV ZLWK %HOPRQW¶V SROLFLHV DQG WKDW E\
VWHSSLQJ GRZQ WKH\ KDG PHUHO\ ³H[SUHVVHG WKHPVHOYHV´91 Over a year later, Tom Davis, 
East Coast public relations director and close ally to Welch, stunned Belmont by offering his 
resignation. Disgusted with racist factions collaborating with Birchers in their drive to secure 
                                                          
90 tŝůůŝĂŵ & ? ƵĐŬůĞǇ ? :ƌ ? ?  “KŶ dŚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ P dŚĞ ĞĐůŝŶĞŽĨ ŝƌĐŚŝƐŵ ? ?Sarasota Herald-Tribune, November 14, 
1967, 3 
91 :ŽŚŶ&ĞŶƚŽŶ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ/Ɛ^ŚĂŬĞŶďǇ ‘ĐƌŝŵŽŶŝŽƵƐŝƐƉƵƚĞƐ ? ? ?New York Times, August 28, 1966, 68; see 
also ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ^ƚŽŶĞ ? “:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚůƵĞƐ PDĂŶǇdŽƉŝĚĞƐYƵŝƚZŝŐŚƚ-Wing Group, Say Funds, MeŵďĞƌƐĞĐůŝŶĞ ? ?
Wall Street Journal, October 6, 1967, 8. 
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*HRUJH :DOODFH¶V DSSHDUDQFH RQ VWDWH EDOORWV 'DYLV PHUHO\ FRQILGHG ³, GR QRW NQRZ RI
anything that could make the John Birch Society rise to any position of imSRUWDQFH´92 
 Investigative journalists would do much in demystifying grassroots operations 
coordinated from Belmont. Tom Buckley, writing for the New York Times, in 1966 joined 
one of the relatively few Manhattan chapters around the police board review referendum 
GULYH+DYLQJREVHUYHGKLV³IHOORZ%LUFKHUV´IRUZHHNVDQGQRWLQJWKHLUORFDODFKLHYHPHQWV
DQGQDWLRQDOVKRUWFRPLQJVKHDGPLWWHG³'HVSLWHLWVWLQ\PHPEHUVKLSLWFDQVWLUXSPLVFKLHI
in small towns ± µFDSWXULQJ¶DSDUHQW-teacher organization, trying to oust a librarian who buys 
µOHIWLVW¶ ERRNV RU GHFOLQHV WR EX\ µSDWULRWLF¶ RQHV SLFNHWLQJ D 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV VHPLQDU LQ
GHHSHVW.DQVDV´6WLOO%XFNOH\FRQFOXGHG³%XWLQODUJHUSODFHVLWH[HUWVQRUHDOLQIOXHQFH´
and [n]ationally too, the society iVORVLQJPRPHQWXP´93 
 In 1968, political scientist Robert Schoenberger analyzed the New York Conservative 
3DUW\DQGQRWLFHG WKDWZKLOH LWVPHPEHUVZHUHSULPDULO\SUHRFFXSLHGZLWK³DSRZHUIXODQG
FRQVSLUDWRULDO GRPHVWLF FRPPXQLVW WKUHDW´ WKHLU ³PDLQVWUHDP´ counterparts were seriously 
LQWHUHVWHGLQ³TXHVWLRQVRIHFRQRPLFDQGVRFLDOSROLF\´,QWKH³UDGLFDOULJKW´6FKRHQEHUJHU
recognized a self-LVRODWHGGHPRJUDSKLF³KRVWLOH WRZDUGPDQ\RIWKHVRFLDOIRUFHVRIWKHHUD
and less able to keep their social-psychoORJLFDO EDODQFH ZKHQ FRQIURQWLQJ WKHP´
6FKRHQEHUJHU¶V FODVVLILFDWLRQ DV GHPRQVWUDWHG UHYHDOV D SUREOHPDWLF WHQGHQF\ WR YLHZ
FRQVSLUDFLVW FRQVHUYDWLYHV DV SURIRXQGO\ GLYRUFHG IURP D ³PDLQVWUHDP´ ULJKW DQG IDLOV WR
                                                          
92 'ŽƌĚŽŶ,Ăůů ? “dŽƉ/Ɛ&ĂůůŝŶŐKƵƚŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?Washington Post, December 24, 1967. 
93 dŽŵ ƵĐŬůĞǇ ?  “tŚĞŶ 'ŽŽĚ ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐ 'Ğƚ dŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ? ?New York Times, June 5, 1966, 265; see also Howard 
^ĞĞůĞǇĞ ? “ŝƌĐŚ^ƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĂůůĞĚKǀĞƌƌĂƚĞĚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, November 12, 1967, OC 1. 
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account analytically for the synergy between both in constructing a conservative challenge to 
liberalism.94 
 Still, the National Review¶VGHILQLWLYHUHSXGLDWLRQRIWKH6RFLHW\over Vietnam and the 
involvement of many Birchers in the Wallace campaign and had made their position on the 
Right inevitably more problematic. Though Welch had maintained a policy of shunning 
explicitly racist views and when necessary expelling members and staff officials who 
espoused such views, his readings of history continued to attract anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theorists and white supremacist segregationists. Beside Birchers, the American Independent 
3DUW\ DWWUDFWHG D VLJQLILFDQW QXPEHU RI .ODQVPHQ 1DWLRQDO 6WDWHV¶ 5LJKWV 3DUW\ PHPEHUV
Minutemen and, in some cases, even Nazis. William Shearer, top campaigner for Wallace, 
had long been a member of the White Citizens Councils, and encouraged Birchers to run the 
FDPSDLJQ RQ WKH ORFDO OHYHO %HQ .ODVVHQ WKH SDUW\¶V )ORULGD FKDLUPDQ ODWHU MRLQHG
pronounced anti-Semitic groups, but at the time still volunteered for the Society, as did 
.ODQVPDQ7RP0HW]JHU2I&RORUDGR¶V VL[ HOHFWRUVSOHGJHG WR:DOODFHVKRXOGKHZLQ WKH
state, two were Birchers and two other served on the local Citizens Council.95 In Georgia, 
Governor Lester Maddox, segregationist and Wallace supporter, in 1969 declared August 
25thWKHGD\-RKQ%LUFKZDVNLOOHGLQ&KLQDDVRIILFLDO³-RKQ%LUFK'D\´)ODQNHGE\%LUFK¶V
parents as well as Lawrence MacDonald, later Democratic congressman and Birch Society 
3UHVLGHQW 0DGGR[ KDLOHG %LUFK DV WKH ³ILUVW NQRZQ $PHULFDQ FDVXDOW\´ ZKR KDG
³UHSUHVHQWHGVRZHOODQGIDLWKIXOO\LQKLVOLIHDQGE\KLVGHDWKDOORIWKHQREOHVWLGHDOVRIWKH
                                                          
94 ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ ^ĐŚŽĞŶďĞƌŐĞƌ ?  “ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ? WĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇ ? ĂŶĚ WŽůŝƚŝĐĂů ǆƚƌĞŵŝƐŵ ? ?American Political Science 
Review 62.3 (September 1968), 876. 
95 Jack Nelson and Nicholas C ? ŚƌŝƐƐ ?  “&Ăƌ ZŝŐŚƚ ? ZĂĐŝƐƚƐ &ŽƵŶĚ ŵŽŶŐ tĂůůĂĐĞ tŽƌŬĞƌƐ ? ?The Milwaukee 
Journal ? ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ?  ? ? ? ? ?  ? ? ŽŶ <ůĂƐƐĞŶ ? YƵŝŶƚŝŶ ůůŝƐŽŶ ? “^ĞĞĚƐ ŽĨ KŶĞ 'ƌŽƵƉ ?Ɛ ,ĂƚĞ ^ŽǁŶ ŝŶ tĞƐƚĞƌŶ
EŽƌƚŚ ĂƌŽůŝŶĂ ? ?The Dispatch, July 21, 1999, 4; on Metzger, Marty Gitlin, The Ku Klux Klan: A Guide to an 
American Subculture (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2009), 97. 
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young manhood of his State and of his country, that a national patriotic organization has been 
QDPHGLQKLVKRQRU´96 
 The organization that perhaps profited the most from the Wallace campaign was 
:LOOLV &DUWR¶V /LEHUW\ /REE\ ZKLFK GLVVHPLQDWHG XOWUDFRQVHUYDWLYH DQG FRQVSLUDWRULDO
propaganda through its publications The Liberty Letter and The Spotlight, couched in explicit 
white supremacism and anti-Semitism. As the Institute for American Democracy concluded, 
both the Birch Society and Liberty Lobby enjoyed a post-:DOODFH³ERRVW´ZLWKVXEVFULSWLRQV
to American Opinion going up 14% from 34,098 in 1968 to 39,352 in 1969, and the Liberty 
/HWWHUIURPWRRUDULVHRI:KLOHWKH6RFLHW\¶VLQFRPHZDVUHSRUWHGWR
KDYH JRQH XS IURP  PLOOLRQ WR VOLJKWO\ RYHU  PLOOLRQ &DUWR¶V /REE\ KDG WDNHQ LQ
$850,000 over 1968 and just under a million the year after. 97 
,Q YLHZ RI /LEHUW\ /REE\¶V UDFLVW YLHZV :HOFK KDG DOZD\V UHPDLQHG DPELJXRXV
about its influences on his own followers. With factions of the two groups eager to keep the 
American Independent Party fully organized for 1972, Belmont tried to distance itself 
diplomatically as Welch sent out instructions to coordinators and chapter leaders with 
VWDQGDUGL]HG UHVSRQVHV WR TXHULHV DERXW WKH 6RFLHW\¶V VWDQFH RQ &DUWR DQG KLV IROORZLQJ
³/LEHUW\/REE\¶VZD\RIILJKWLQJWKH&RPPXQLVWVKDVDOZD\VEHHQTXLWHGLIIHUHQWfrom ours. 
:H KDYH QHYHU EHHQ FRQQHFWHG ZLWK LW >«@ DQG GRQ¶W IHHO WKH 6RFLHW\ VKRXOG JHW LQWR WKH
SLFWXUHRQHZD\RUDQRWKHU´1HYHUWKHOHVVDVZLWKWKH:&&...DQG1653DFRQVLGHUDEOH
³RYHUODS´ LQ PHPEHUVKLS KDG EHFRPH YLVLEOH EHWZHHQ WKH WZR QRW XQUHODWHG WR :HOFK¶V
                                                          
96 ǆĞĐƵƚŝǀĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ^ƚĂƚĞŽĨ'ĞŽƌŐŝĂ ? “WƌŽĐůĂŵĂƚŝŽŶ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚĂǇ ? ?ƵŐƵƐƚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?dŚŽŵĂƐ: ?
Anderson Papers, Collection of Conservative and Libertarian Materials, Manuscript Collections, University of 
KƌĞŐŽŶ ?Žǆ ? ? ? ? “^ƵďũĞĐƚ&ŝůĞƐ P:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ? 
97  “tŚŽ ?Ɛ tŚŽ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ &Ăƌ ZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Homefront 3.7 (July-August 1969), 51; see also  “tŚŽ ?Ɛ tŚŽ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ &Ăƌ
ZŝŐŚƚ ? ?Homefront 4.7 (July-August 1970), 55. 
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elaborate cabal narratives. 98  $FFRUGLQJ WR 6DUD 'LDPRQG ³>W@KH H[SDQVLRQ RI %LUFKLVW
FRQVSLUDFLVPZDVDNH\IDFWRULQWKHFRDOLWLRQWKDWGHYHORSHG´99 Similarly, Lisa McGirr notes 
KRZ %LUFKHUV DQG /REE\HUV ³LQFUHDVLQJO\ PRYHG LQWR DQ DOOLDQFH´ XQGHU WKH DXVSLFHV RI
:DOODFH¶VWKLUG-party run, which continued long after the 1968 canpaign. 100 
 )UDQN 0LQW] FRUUHODWHV WKH 6RFLHW\¶V UHODWLYH GHFOLQH DIWHU LWV *ROGZDWHU-Wallace 
SHDN WRDYHULWDEOH³V\PELRVLV´ZLWK/LEHUW\/REE\¶VRZQPHPEHUVKLS:HOFK¶V³,QVLGHU´
conspiracy logic and emphasis on monetary manipulation and internationalism linked up 
neatly with classic anti-Semitic conspiracy theories espoused by demagogues like Carto or 
Gerald L.K. Smith. Welch had tried to keep racial hatred and violence out of his creed, thus 
catering to a new powerful class of middle class suburban conservatives and allowing them to 
SOD\ LPSRUWDQW SDUWV LQ ³UHVSHFWDEOH´ SDUWLVDQ RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG LQIOXHQFH ORFDO SROLWLFDO
initiatives, e.g. California and New York iQ  $QG \HW WKH 6RFLHW\¶V XQ\LHOGLQJ
conspiracism invariably alienated right-wingers who saw its unwillingness to compromise as 
a burden to the cause. On the other side, influential conspiracists like Oliver, Metzger or 
Robert DePugh, felt Welch did nRW WDNHKLV WKHRULHV³IDU HQRXJK´RUFULWLFL]HGKLPIRUQRW
acting upon his conclusions and thus making his efforts obsolete and self-defeating. As a 
result, the Society could only become increasingly isolated on both sides, and depended on 
the charisma of powerful iconoclasts like Wallace to promote its cause on a national level.101 
 5LFKDUG 1L[RQ¶V ULVH WR WKH SUHVLGHQF\ SURYLGHG WKH %LUFKHUV ZLWK DQ DGGLWLRQDO
problem. The election of the second Republican president in 36 years severely threatened to 
XQGHUPLQH WKH UHVRQDQFHRI WKH6RFLHW\¶VSRODUL]LQJGLVVHQW:LWKD5HSXEOLFDQ LQRIfice ± 
                                                          
98 Tom Hill to Home Office Coordinators, May 15, 1969, JBS RecorĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “DŝƐĐĞůůĂŶĞŽƵƐDĞŵŽƐ ?. 
99 Sara Diamond, Roads to Dominion, 148. 
100 Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors, 222. 
101 Frank Mintz, The Liberty Lobby and the American Right: Race, Conspiracy and Culture (Westport, CT: 
'ƌĞĞŶǁŽŽĚWƌĞƐƐ ? ? ? ? ? ) ?ƐĞĞĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŚĂƉƚĞƌ ? “dŚĞ>ŽďďǇ-ŝƌĐŚ ‘^ǇŵďŝŽƐŝƐ ? ? ? ? ? ?-162. 
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even if the genuineness of his conservatism was generally questioned ± the willingness of 
conservatives to openly criticize the administration with the same fervor as they had done 
with Johnson dramatically diminished for fear of disunity. In California, political journalists 
Rowland Evans and Robert Novak noted the ³GLPLQLVKHGSROLWLFDOSURZHVV>«@SDUWLFXODUO\
RI WKH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\ DQG LWV IHOORZ WUDYHOHUV´ HYHQ EHIRUH WKH HOHFWLRQ 5RZODQG DQG
Novak reported how the election of Ronald Reagan had deprived Birchers of their cause in 
WKHVWDWHDQGZLWKPDQ\PRYLQJIURPWKH*23WR:DOODFH¶VVWDQGDUGWKH6RFLHW\ZDVQRZ
ORVLQJLWVLQIOXHQFHLQWKHVWDWH¶VSROLWLFDOLQIUDVWUXFWXUH102 
The election of Nixon had a similar effect. The fact that Welch refused to accept 
1L[RQ¶V anti-communist credentials altogether made him reluctant to prioritize the same 
sense of ideological unity that more temperate right-wingers tried to defend. Convinced that 
Nixon had simply been put in place by the same conspiracy that had controlled every 
presidency since FDR, Welch ruled out the option for reconciliation. As a result, the JBS 
UHIXVHGWRDFNQRZOHGJH1L[RQ¶VYLFWRU\DVDFRQVWUXFWLYHHYROXWLRQDQGDWWDFNHGKLVSROLFLHV
ZLWK WKH VDPH SDVVLRQ DV -RKQVRQ¶V :HOFK ZDV FRQvinced Nixon secretly held welfare 
expenditures at a status quo to bankrupt the nation, established the Occupational Health and 
Safety Administration to undermine free enterprise, and sought for ways to weaken 
$PHULFD¶VSRVLWLRQLQWKHZRUOGHVSHFLDOO\LQ Vietnam. Harvey Schecter, a spokesman for the 
Anti-'HIDPDWLRQ /HDJXH RIIHUHG D VLPLODU WKHRU\ LQ  ORRNLQJ EDFN RQ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V
gradual disappearance from the political mainstream: ³ULJKW-wing groups do well mainly 
when liberal Democrats are in the :KLWH +RXVH´ 6FKHFWHU FRQWLQXHG ³,Q WKH FDVH RI WKH
Birchers, the date the bullet was put to their ear was November, 1968, with the election of 
                                                          
102 ZŽǁůĂŶĚǀĂŶƐĂŶĚZŽďĞƌƚEŽǀĂŬ ? “/ŶƐŝĚĞZĞƉŽƌƚ PdŚĞĞĐůŝŶĞŽĨƚŚĞZŝŐŚƚ ? ?The Victoria Advocate, May 30, 
1968, 5. 
257 
 
 
 
Richard Nixon. There was this fellow who had his career on being an anti-Communist, and 
all the Birchers could GRZDVVD\KHZDVVRIWRQFRPPXQLVPDVHYHU\ERG\HOVH´ 103 
 7KURXJKRXW 1L[RQ¶V SUHVLGHQF\ WKH %LUFK 6RFLHW\ IDFHG a growing problem of 
irrelevance. Public discourse had shifted significantly on race, crime, redistributive policies 
and American power, but WKH %LUFKHUV¶ ]HDO FRQWLQXHG WR JR KDQG LQ KDQG ZLWK D
FRQVSLUDWRULDO ZRUOGYLHZ WKDW NHSW LW IURP WDNLQJ DQ DFWLYH SDUW LQ WKH 1HZ 5LJKW¶V
established position of power. It also alienated a public that had grown tired of social chaos 
and international tensions and looked toward their president to bring the nation together 
through compromise and constructive dialogue. When, Nixon successfully sought 
rapprochement with Maoist China, Rex Westerfield, who had succeeded John Rousselot as 
Public Relations DirectoU LVVXHG D VWDWHPHQW VD\LQJ %LUFKHUV ZHUH ³DSSDOOHG´ DQG WKDW
1L[RQ¶VGHFLVLRQWR³IUDWHUQL]HZLWKDFULPLQDOJRYHUQPHQW>«@³KXPLOLDWHGWKH$PHULFDQ
people and betrayed our anti-&RPPXQLVWLGHDOV´104 
It would be an exaggeration to conclude the JBS was to spend the remainder of its 
days in complete isolation of the greater conservative movement. Birchers could still rally 
                                                          
103  “ŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ&ŽƵŶĚĞƌ,ĂƐŽƵďƚƐŽŶEŝǆŽŶ ? ?Los Angeles Times, March 8, 1969, 15; the JBS even produced 
Ă Ĩŝůŵ ŽŶ EŝǆŽŶ ?Ɛ ƵŶǁŝůůŝŶŐŶĞƐƐ ƚŽ ǁŝŶ ŝŶ sŝĞƚŶĂŵ ŶĂƌƌĂƚĞĚ ďǇ :ŽŚŶ tĂǇŶĞ ? ƐĞĞ ŚŝƉ tŽŽĚ  “dŽ P ůů
ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌƐ ?^ƵďũĞĐƚ P :ŽŚŶtĂǇŶĞĨŝůŵ ?ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ  ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?:^WĂƉĞƌƐ ?Žǆ  ? ?  “EŽ^ƵďƐƚŝƚƵƚĞĨŽƌsŝĐƚŽƌǇ ? ?
ƐĞĞĂůƐŽ “WƵƚK^,KƵƚŽĨƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ ? ?ƵŶĚĂƚĞĚ ) ?:^ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ ?Žǆ ? ? “EŝǆKŶK ?^ ?, ? ? ? ?ĂŶ^ŵŽŽƚ ? “ĞǁĂƌĞŽĨ
K ?^ ?, ? ? ? ?The Review of the News 9.6 ( February 7, 1973), 31-2, 37- ? ?dŚŽŵĂƐ: ?,ĂŐĞƌƚǇ ? “ŝƌĐŚ Society Takes 
ŝŵŽŶK^, ? ?Milwaukee Journal, March 28, 1973, 26; on Barlow, see Kim Phillips-Fein, Invisible Hands: The 
ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐŵĞŶ ?ƐƌƵƐĂĚĞŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞEĞǁĞĂů (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2009), 208. Gary Allen with Larry 
Abraham, None Dare Call It Conspiracy (Rosamor, CA: Concord Press, 1971), 124-5; Allen, Richard Nixon: The 
Man Behind The Mask (Boston: Western Islands, 1971), 126; tŝůůŝĂŵKǀĞƌĞŶĚ ? “ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŽ<ĞĞƉƚŚĞ
&ĂŝƚŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1982, H1.  
104
  “ŽƌƌĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? WůĞĂƐĞ ? ? ?The Review of the News 5.4  (January 22 1969), 13; see also  “ŝƌĐŚ 'ƌŽƵƉ ZĂƉƐ
EŝǆŽŶ ?ƐŚŝŶĂdƌŝƉ ? ?Ocala Star-Banner, March 5, 1972, 16; Evelyn Goh, Constructing the U.S. Rapprochement 
with China, 1961-1974: From 'Red Menace' to 'Tacit Ally (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 
chapter 9. 
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behind causes they shared with other conservatives, such as the movement to stop the Equal 
Rights Amendment and a moral crusade against gay rights, abortion and sex education. And 
\HWLWZRXOGEHQRORQJHULQWKH%LUFKHUV¶FDSDFLW\WRLQWHUIHUHZLWKWKHSROLWLFDOSURFHVVDV
they had done so in the past. When in 1972, Birch insiders John Schmitz and Thomas 
Anderson ran an independent campaLJQ LQDQDWWHPSW WRHPXODWH*HRUJH:DOODFH¶VHIIRUWV
the Society explicitly endorsed the American Party ticket as the only valid alternative to the 
1L[RQ $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V &RPPXQLVW-led destruction of American liberty. Schmitz earned 
around 200,000 votes in Southern California and received close to 10% in the state of Idaho, 
with Jefferson County as strongest county result at 27%, second after Nixon. Disillusioned, 
WKH6RFLHW\UHIXVHGWRDFFHSW WKHOHJLWLPDF\RI1L[RQ¶VVHFRQGPDQGDWHDQGDQVZHUHGZLWK
cynLFLVP ³, WKRXJKW WKH $PHULFDQ SHRSOH ZRXOG EH RXWUDJHG´ 0HGIRUG (YDQV ZURWH ³,
WKRXJKW WKH\ ZRXOG UHVHQW WKH REYLRXV EHWUD\DO >«@ , DGPLW , ZDV ZURQJ´ With modern 
conservatives significantly better organized than a decade before and increasing access to the 
SROLWLFDO PDLQVWUHDP SDUWLDOO\ GXH WR WKH -%6¶V HIIRUWV :HOFK DQG KLV IROORZHUs were 
becoming increasingly obsolete.105 
 
V. Conclusion 
 Students of conservatism have reached a consensus over the importance of Barry 
*ROGZDWHU¶V IDLOHG FDPSDLJQ LQ UHFRQILJXULQJ SDUWLVDQ SROLWLFV DQG UDLVLQJ WKH SURILOH RI
FRQVHUYDWLYH FKDOOHQJHV WR WKH 1HZ 'HDO RUGHU 7KH -RKQ %LUFK 6RFLHW\¶V FRQWURYHUVLDO
                                                          
105 DĞĚĨŽƌĚǀĂŶƐ ? “tŚĂƚ<ŝŶĚKĨDĂŶĚĂƚĞ ?Dƌ ?EŝǆŽŶ ? ?The Review of the News 8.46 (November 15, 1972), 
 ? ? ? ƐĞĞ ĂůƐŽ ZĞĞĚ ĞŶƐŽŶ ĂŶĚ ZŽďĞƌƚ >ĞĞ ?  “Dƌ ? EŝǆŽŶ /Ɛ EŽŝĐŬ dƌĂĐǇ ? ?The Review of the News 8.50 
(December 6, 1972), 31- ? ? ? “ĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ ? ? ? ? W ƚŚĞŵĞƌŝĐĂŶWĂƌƚǇ ? ?The Review of the News 8.45 (November 
 ? ? ? ? ? ? ) ?  ? ? ? “ĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ ? ? ? ?  W ƚŚĞZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐ ? ?ŝďŝĚ ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?DĞĚĨŽƌĚǀĂŶƐ ? “tŚĂƚDĐ'ŽǀĞƌŶ^ĂǇƐEŝǆŽŶ
ŽĞƐ ? ?The Review of the News 8.38  (August 2 ? ? ? ? ? ) ? ? ? ?ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐĨŽƌ^ĐŚŵŝƚǌĚ ?ŝďŝĚ ? ? ? ? ? “:ŽŚŶ^ĐŚŵŝƚǌ P
ŵĞƌŝĐĂ ?ƐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝǀĞŽŶŐƌĞƐƐŵĂŶ ? ?American Opinion Reprint Series. Belmont: Robert Welch, Inc., 1972. 
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presence around that campaign worried a number of prominent conservatives, including 
Goldwater himself, not just because of the effectiveness with which Lyndon Johnson could 
WDUQLVK KLV RSSRQHQW DV D GDQJHURXV H[WUHPLVW EXW EHFDXVH RI WKH 6RFLHW\¶V FDSDFLWy to 
connect members and motivate them to infiltrate local political structures and mobilize, 
established conservatives formally excluded the JBS from interfering with electoral 
campaigns. At the same time, the JBS remained a powerful organization that could still align 
itself with conservative protest movements, as best illustrated by SYLP DQG WKH %LUFKHUV¶
opposition to civil rights. The populist campaign of George Wallace not only proved to be an 
accurate bellwether of the direction in which political discourse was moving, but it also 
illustrated the capacity for political mobilization and ideological zeal that the Society had 
instilled in its national membership. 
 Nevertheless, the election ± and reelection ± of Richard Nixon as President revealed 
the SoFLHW\¶V limitations and long-term incapacity to remain a stable factor within the 
conservative landscape :HOFK¶V XQFRPSURPLVLQJ DGKHUHQFH WR FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRULHV KDG
helped connect deeply frustrated conservatives who felt politically marginalized within the 
liberal consensus, but as the New Right became increasingly successful at exploiting the 
weaknesses of liberalism on a national scale, the JBS would be confronted with its own 
unwillingness to recognize the validity of the conservative counterrevolution that it had 
helped bring about. Not unlike a reagent accelerating a chemical reaction, the prominence of 
the John Birch Society would be largely consumed in the process. 
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Conclusion 
 
When Robert Welch in 1958 wondered aloud "why people became Communists," he 
advanced a primarily psychological explanation, and linked left-wing radicalism and idealism 
with profound emotional disorders, feelings of hatred and a paralyzing lack of self-esteem. 
,URQLFDOO\ DV :HOFK¶V FRQWHPSRUDQHRXV REVHUYHUV ZRQGHUHG ZK\ SHRSOH EHFDPH %LUFKHUV
DQG ZKDW LW ZDV WKDW DWWUDFWHG WKHP WR WKH UHWLUHG EXVLQHVVPDQ¶V TXL[RWLF VWUXJJOH DJDLQVW
international collectivism, many turned to similarly clinical language and speculated these 
people suffered from status deprivation, serious mental anxieties to outright paranoia and a 
pseudo-Fascist personality. In doing so, serious scholars like Daniel Bell, Richard Hofstadter, 
and their fellow writers who subscribed to the liberal consensus school, failed to grasp the 
VWUHQJWKV DQG DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV RI 5REHUW :HOFK¶V HQLJPDWLF RUJDQL]DWLRQ $V D UHVXOW
satisfying answers to what attracted ordinary citizens to the Society, and what the 
organization provided for them and the greater conservative field, remained lacking.  
 First, the timing was crucial. As the JBS emerged in the late 1950s, it could offer 
anxious Cold War citizens a set of explanations and remedies for a dualistic world and the 
dissonance between living in the worlG¶VPRVWSRZHUIXOVWDWHDQGWKHUHDOLWLHVRILQWHUQDWLRQDO
conflict and a perceived worldwide Communist conspiracy. The JBS responded to the desire 
on behalf of conservatives to feel represented in national politics and helped push the 
Republican Party, at a time of significant partisan realignment, to the right. Most importantly, 
though the JBS remained an essentially well-coordinated top-down structure, it connected 
ordinary people, representing an emerging Sun Belt variety of conservatism, and gave them a 
clear enemy and a mission. Birchers had access to inexhaustible bodies of literature that tied 
the establishment of the Federal Reserve together with the French Revolution and the 
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0RQWJRPHU\%XV%R\FRWWZLWKVLQLVWHUSODQV WRHVWDEOLVKD³6RYLHW1HJUR5HSXEOLF´ LQ WKH
'HHS 6RXWK 7KURXJK LWV FRXQWOHVV $G +RF &RPPLWWHHV 0HPEHUV¶ 0RQWKO\ 0HVVDJHV
speaking tours and various other mutual engagements, the Society retained close control over 
its members and provided them with a sense of community and accomplishment. In a 1965 
speech, Welch boasted that the only danger to the Communist conspiracy was exposure 
WKRXJK HGXFDWLRQ DQG WKDW ³LQ WKLV XQGHUWDNLQJ ZH >WKH -%6@ have become a new form of 
opposition to the Communists, which they have never faced before in any of the vast areas 
WKH\KDYHDOUHDG\WDNHQRYHU´7KRXJK:HOFK¶VFODLPVZHUHSRVVLEO\VRPHZKDWRYHUEORZQ
it remains true that the Birch Society provided motivated citizens with and organizational 
platform, and clear answers to growing social turmoil. As such, it linked the problem of civil 
rights to sophisticated conservative counterarguments including free-market liberalism, an 
originalist defense of constitutional supremacy and an emphasis on law and order. 1 
The historiography of modern American conservatism has come a long way since 
6DPXHO+XQWLQJWRQLQSRVHGWKHTXHVWLRQ³'RHVFRQVHUYDWLYHSROLWLFDO WKRXJKWKDYHD
SODFH LQ$PHULFD WRGD\"´RUHYHQVLQFH$ODQ%ULQNOH\GHFODUHG WKHVWXG\RI WKH86 ULJKW
³VRPHWKLQJ RI DQ RUSKDQ´ DOPRVW IRXU GHFades later.2 Accomplishments in the field have 
SDLQWHGDGLIIHUHQWSLFWXUHIURPWKH³OLEHUDOFRQVHQVXV´VFKRROZDVWKDWGRPLQDQWDWWKHWLPH
RI WKH %LUFKHUV¶ LQFHSWLRQ 7KH DOOHJHG ³YLWDO FHQWHU´ XSRQ ZKLFK $PHULFDQ SROLWLFV ZDV
based no longer seems viablHDQG/RXLV+DUW]¶VGLFWXPWKDWOLEHUDOLVPUHPDLQHGWKH³PDVWHU
DVVXPSWLRQRI$PHULFDQSROLWLFDOWKRXJKW´KDVEHHQIDOVLILHG:KDWWKLVWKHVLVKDVDUJXHGLV
                                                          
1 dĂŬĞŶĨƌŽŵZŽďĞƌƚtĞůĐŚ ?Ɛ “tŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ?ƐƉĞĞĐŚ ?ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚŝŶ ? ? ? ?ĂŶĚƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚĂƐĂŶĂĚ
in hundreds of local newspapers around the country, e.g. San Marino Tribune, December 9, 1965, 16; see also 
The Tuscaloosa News, December 13, 1965, 7; Delaware County Daily Times, December 14, 1965, 7; Reading 
Eagle, January 23, 1966, 31. 
2 ^ĂŵƵĞů,ƵŶƚŝŶŐƚŽŶ ? “ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵƐĂŶ/ĚĞŽůŽŐǇ ? ?American Political Science Review 51.2 (June 1957), 454, 
 ? ? ? ? ůĂŶ ƌŝŶŬůĞǇ ?  “dŚĞ WƌŽďůĞŵ ŽĨ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵ ? ?American Historical Review 99.2 (April 1994), 
409-410. 
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that the modern conservative movement emerged from the 1960s emboldened by electoral 
victories and superior organization skills, and that the John Birch Society through its visible 
presence and capacity for mobilization made it ultimately stronger. As such, the study of the 
Birchers transcends the problem of mainstream versus extremist movements, and puts a 
greater emphasis not merely on the importance of grassroots movements, but on the 
interaction, conflict and synergy of ideas and resources into a dynamic picture of the 
development of modern conservatism in the United States. The persistent conspiratorial 
worldview that defined the organization eventually left the JBS obsolete on the greater 
political scene, but during the crucial period where the New Right transitioned from an 
intellectual movement to a powerful, popular and electable force, relying on newly emerging 
demographic realities and partisan realignment, it profited from the achievements and failures 
of the John Birch Society.3 
This thesis has made the argument that the role of the JBS needs to be reconsidered in 
terms of significance and influence. At a time when the liberal order seemed dominant, the 
Birchers created a professional and efficient platform for national organization around a 
variety of issues, all key to the development of modern conservatism. At the crucial time of 
Barry GolGZDWHU¶VULVHDQGQRPLQDWLRQWKH%LUFKHUVDFWHGDVDFDWDO\WLFIDFWRUSXVKLQJWKH
right wing of the party over the threshold, though increasingly marginalizing themselves in 
                                                          
3 Louis Hartz, The Liberal Tradition in America (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, Inc., 1955), 62; see also 
Lionel Trilling, The Liberal Imagination (New York: NYRB Classics, 1950), ix;  Leo W ?ZŝďƵĨĨŽ ?  “tŚǇ/ƐdŚĞƌĞ^Ž
DƵĐŚŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝƐŵŝŶƚŚĞhŶŝƚĞĚ^ƚĂƚĞƐĂŶĚtŚǇŽ^Ž&Ğǁ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐ<ŶŽǁŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚ ŝƚ ? ?NHR 99.2 
(April 1994), 438-49; Jerome Himmelstein, To the Right: The Transformation of American Conservatism 
(Oakland: University of California Press, 1992); William B. Hixson, Search for the American Right Wing: An 
Analysis of the Social Science Record, 1955-1987 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992); Darren Dochuk 
 “ZĞǀŝǀĂů ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ZŝŐŚƚ P DĂŬŝŶŐ ^ĞŶƐĞ ŽĨthe Conservative Moment in Post-tŽƌůĚ tĂƌ // ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ ? ?
History Compass 4 (2006), 975-999. Donald Critchlow and Nancy MacLean, Debating the American 
Conservative Movement: 1945 to the Present (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2009). 
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the process. The thesis has provided an essentially organizational history connecting the dots 
between the business elites who supported its cause and a new, burgeoning conservative 
populace that the wider conservative movement would learn to incorporate.  
Concretely, the thesis has discussed the %LUFKHUV¶ LPSRUWDQFH IRU WKH FRQQHFWLRQ
between strands of Old Guard business conservatism to the more modern Sun Belt right-wing 
variety that would usher in crucial figures like Goldwater and Reagan, and that would 
seriously compete with liberalism for dominance over mainstream American politics. In 
addition, the Birchers helped popularize right-wing alternative narratives to issues such as 
civil rights, international affairs, redistributive economics and even the counterculture, thus 
contributing to the amalgamation of a conservative challenge to the liberal order. Although 
WKH6RFLHW\¶VXQFRPSURPLVLQJFRQVSLUDFLVPZRXOGEHFRPHE\DQG ODUJH LQFRPSDWLEOHZLWK
most established strands of conservative thought, it helped muster and mobilize an attack on 
that same liberal order and appealed to the frustrations and patriotism of thousands of 
motivated citizen activists. 
In terms of periodization, the thesis has suggested the years from 1958 to 1968 to be 
by far the most crucial and defining for the Society and its efforts, though the link up to the 
present has shown its impact still reverberates today. Therefore, it is here that more research 
can and should be done. More in-depth studies focusing on the ideological and organizational 
links between the JBS and Tea Party politics as well as contemporary conspiracy culture and 
right-wing business astroturfing are necessary to further understand the odyssey of the post-
Cold War right. There is room for comparative studies with the rise of European populist and 
nationalist politics, the development of neoliberal interest groups and the internal struggles of 
contemporary conservatism in an increasingly diverse and globalized political culture. 
Though the JBS has only occupied a modest space within modern American political history, 
264 
 
 
 
it is clear the implications of its innovative and yet divisive tactics and activities remain 
highly relevant in our present-day world. 
 Even today, the John Birch Society remains in existence, although it has never 
attained the prominence and significance it enjoyed during its first decade. As Sara Diamond 
has illustrated, the 1970s and 1980s brought more competition from Posse Comitatus, 
Christian Identity groups and other conspiratorial organizations such as Liberty Lobby, while 
most conservatives struggled to identify with groups on the far right. The Society faithfully 
continued to campaign on issues ranging from sex education to environmentalism, and from 
affirmative action to the Panama Canal Treaties, but it could rarely find an entrance into the 
public debate or attract enough attention to regain significant political leverage. While the 
Republican Party accommodated an increasingly resilient coalition of fiscal conservatives, 
adherents to the Christian Right and neoconservative supporters of an aggressive anti-
communist foreign policy, growing social liberalism on other fronts as well as declining 
McCarthyism in American political culture rendered the Society increasingly marginalized.4 
 It is not clear how the actual membership of the JBS has exactly evolved over the 
\HDUVEXWLWVHHPVXQOLNHO\WKH6RFLHW\KDVEHHQDEOHHLWKHUEHIRUHRUDIWHU5REHUW:HOFK¶V
death in 1985, to maintain the extent of its visibility, let alone expand it. A California JBS 
PHPEHU DQG VSRNHVPDQ IRU WKH 6RFLHW\¶s tax reform project TRIM ³7D[ 5HIRUP
,PPHGLDWHO\´LQFODLPHGWKHUHZHUHDQHVWLPDWHGFKDSWHUVQDWLRQZLGH³ZLWK-
30 members HDFK´ WKXV EULQJLQJ LWV WRWDO WR  RU SHUKDSV HYHQ  PHPEHUV5 
During the following election year, the retired Welch mentioned he expected most of what he  
                                                          
4 Sara Diamond, Roads to Dominion, 147, 159. 
5 :ĞĂŶ DŝĐŬůĞ ?  “DĞĞƚŝŶŐ ,ĞůĚ Ǉ :ŽŚŶ ŝƌĐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ P ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ tŽƌŬƐ ĨŽƌ dĂǆ ZĞĨŽƌŵ ? ?Sarasota Herald 
Tribune, August 1, 1979, 16. 
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estimated to be 50,000 members would support candidate Ronald Reagan for president.6 Only 
WZR \HDUV ODWHU D VSRNHVPDQ SODFHG QDWLRQDO PHPEHUVKLS RI VRPHZKHUH ³LQ excess of 
´2EVHUYHUVRI WKH ULJKWKDYHTXHVWLRQHG WKLV DQG$'/-employed Harvey Schecter, 
who had been monitoring the JBS for over a decade, suggested a total following of 15,000 to 
20,000 might be more realistic.7 
 What is more, Schecter speculated the election of Reagan, a self-avowed conservative 
whose rise to the presidency had depended immensely on Christian conservatives as well as a 
wider electorate skeptical of the role of government, would hurt the Society even more than 
the election of Richard Nixon had, which proved correct. Whereas Nixon accepted and 
expanded several liberal programs and actively sought détente on the international scene, 
Reagan banked heavily on aggressive anti-communist rhetoric, anti-labor sentiment and 
populist backlash against civil rights programs. Thus the new administration severely 
undercut the Birchers' unyielding claim that the federal government was still in the hands of 
collectivist conspirators and that Americans were still in need of alarmist groups like the John 
Birch Society to safeguard against Communist subversion. When the Society started to 
criticize Reagan for compromising on taxation and government spending with a Democratic-
controlled Congress, or budged on his campaign promise to abolish the Department of 
Education, the Birch leadership remained unsure as to how fiercely Reagan should be 
criticized, leading to internal strife and a severe drop in subscriptions to its flagship 
magazine. Meanwhile, due to its emphasis on government infiltration and global Communist 
subversion, the JBS could not exploit the rise of Christian fundamentalism to the same extent 
as for example STOP ERA and the growing pro-life movement could. Finally, when during 
the George H.W. Bush Administration the Berlin Wall came crashing down and the Soviet 
                                                          
6 :ŽĞDĂŐƌƵĚĞƌ ? “ŝƌĐŚ&ŽƵŶĚĞƌŚŝƚƐZĞĂŐĂŶůĂĐŬĞǇůĂďĞů ? ?The Telegraph, October 29, 1980, 2. 
7 tŝůůŝĂŵKǀĞƌĞŶĚ ? “ŝƌĐŚĞƌƐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŽ<ĞĞƉƚŚĞ&ĂŝƚŚ ? ?Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1982, H1. 
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Union collapsed under its own weight, it seemed Birchism had all but lost its purpose in a 
post-Cold War world.8 
 Then again, the Society simply proceeded to incorporate subsequent developments 
into its dualistic, Manichean program, and with modest success. The increased visibility of 
the United Nations in international conflicts such as the US-led Gulf War, as well as Bush's 
clarion call for a ³1HZ :RUOG 2UGHU´ FRQWULEXWHG KHDYLO\ WR UHQHZHG LQWHUHVW LQ DQG
popularity of conspiratorial thought. Radio pundits, church leaders and even ambitious 
politicians recycled many of the long-standing cabal narratives, from mass-scale financial 
manipulation plots to alleged UN plans to invade and enslave the United States, all to 
question the legitimacy and intent of the federal government. Transnational organizations and 
elite discussion groups ranging from the Trilateral Commission, Bilderberg Group to even 
NAFTA and the European Union invited the suspicion of professional conspiracy theorists 
and anti-statists, leading to increased cynicism and sometimes even acts of violence such as 
Timothy McVeigh's 1995 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma 
City. Playing on such anxieties and sentiments, Berlet has speculated the Society - now 
operating from Joe McCarthy's birthplace Appleton, Wisconsin - might have seen its 
membership shoot up from under 20,000 to nearly 60,000 between 1988 and 1995.9 
 More recently, the events surrounding and following the September 11th, 2001 
attacks on New York City and Washington D.C. have unleashed veritable waves of 
conspiratorial thought, often characterized by suspicions of treason within the American 
political elite and plans for aQ LQVWDOOPHQW RI D GLFWDWRULDO ³2QH :RUOG *RYHUQPHQW´ both 
                                                          
8  “John Birch Society Struggling ? ?The Argus-Press, August 16, 1986, 82. 
9 See also Michael Barkun, A Culture of Conspiracy: Apocalyptic Visions in Contemporary America (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2003) and Mark Fenster, Conspiracy Theories: Secrecy and Power in American 
Culture (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2008). 
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central themes to Bircher logic7KHVXEVHTXHQW³:DURQ7HUURU´ escalated by the George W. 
Bush Administration and subprime mortgage crisis only heightened and accelerated such 
tendencies and helped raise the profile of anti-statist protest groups and politicians, such as 
Texan libertarian and Liberty Amendment supporter Ron Paul.10 
 In her introduction to Wrapped in the Flag, Claire Conner argues how although the 
Society had lost much, if not most, of its clout by the time of the election of Ronald Reagan 
in 1980, influential figures that had been active within the JBS, simply took their expertise 
and resources elsewhere, rather than disappear from the political landscape altogether. During 
those few years when Birchers could positively measure the scope of their impact on the 
political mainstream, they had been trained to organize small chapters, aggressively recruit 
members, effectively mount local campaigns, gather invaluable resources and politically 
pressurize their environment. Conner's own parents threw their weight behind local right-
wing Catholic organizations to fight abortion, school prayer rulings, gay rights and the Equal 
Rights Amendment, alongside Phyllis Schlafly. 11 
 However, the most prominent examples are indubitably Charles and David Koch, 
sons of Fred Koch, the influential JBS Council member and confidant of Robert Welch. 
Known widely as the Koch Brothers, Charles and David inherited and expanded their father's 
industrial empire, amassing enormous wealth and channeling vast amounts of resources into a 
variety of right-wing causes. In 1974, Charles helped found the influential libertarian Cato 
                                                          
10  Paul is an interesting figure, given his prominent status within the anti-interventionist and small 
government-minded community. Though he has consistently professed not to be a member of the JBS, the 
obstetrician turned politician has often come out speaking favorably about the Society's efforts and has made 
regular appearances on its speaking circuit; see ƌŝĂŶ &ĂƌŵĞƌ ?  “Ron Paul Addresses John Birch ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?The 
New American, October 8, 2008, retrieved from www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/constitution/409; also 
"Letters to the Editor: John Birch Society, Putnam Gain in Effort Against United Nations," Lakeland Ledger, 
September 25, 2003, 10. 
11 Conner, Wrapped in the Flag, x-xi. 
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Institute, which has played a significant role in conservative economic policy. Similarly, both 
have consistently supported the Heritage Foundation, which lobbies extensively for right-
wing positions on social issues. Up to this day, the Koch Brothers are known to spend 
millions every year funding electoral campaigns and supporting right-wing, pro-business 
causes, ranging from the American Enterprise Institute to the Manhattan Institute for Policy 
Research.12 
 In recent years, both the Koch Brothers and the John Birch Society have attracted 
significantly more attention when put in connection ZLWK ZKDW KDV EHHQ GXEEHG WKH ³Tea 
Party Movement´ a loosely connected series of protests grown partly out of the Ron Paul 
presidential campaign in 2007, as well as popular conservative resentment over the Bush 
Administration's TARP bailout package and the election of Democrat Barack Obama in 2008. 
The Tea Party's most prominent targets have included government spending, affirmative 
action, healthcare reform and even the validity of Obama's own birth certificate. Its impact 
has been virtually immediate, with the Republican Party recapturing the House of 
Representatives in 201 LQ D VZHHSLQJ ODQGVOLGH UHPLQLVFHQW RI WKH  ³*LQJULFK
5HYROXWLRQ´ $V D UHVXOW FRQJUHVVLRQDO SROLWLFV KDV EHHQ GHILQHG E\ JULGORFN SURWUDFWHG
EDWWOHV RYHU KHDOWKFDUH UHIRUP LPPLJUDWLRQ DQG ILVFDO PDWWHUV 2Q D VWDWH OHYHO ³ULJKW-to-
ZRUN´ OHJLVODWion and electoral reform, targeting organized labor and Democratic voter 
turnout have been launched by Republican legislatures, spurred on by Tea Party forces and a 
renewed right-wing climate. More recently, the refusal of Republican lawmakers to support 
                                                          
12 Daniel Schulman, Sons of Wichita: How the Koch Brothers Became America's Most Powerful and Private 
Dynasty (Wellesley, MA: Grand Central Publishing, 2014). 
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the raising of the U.S. debt ceiling, again under pressure from Tea Party-esque 
fundamentalists, caused a 16-day government shutdown and spending freeze. 13 
While political observers and scientists are still debating the validity of the Tea Party 
DV DQ DFWXDO ³JUDVVURRWV´ movement, similarities with the JBS abound. As Darren Mulloy 
REVHUYHVWKH%LUFKHUVFDQEHVHHQDVD³NLQGRIEULGJHEHWZHHQWKHROGHU5LJKWRIWKHV
and 1950s ± including the McCarthyite Right ± and the New Right of the 1970s and 1980s, 
and on into the Tea Party of the twenty-ILUVW FHQWXU\ WR D WLPH ZKHQ µDQWL-JRYHUQPHQW¶ 
rhetoric and attitudes have become so central to American conservatism they almost seem to 
SURYLGH LW ZLWK LWV VROH UHDVRQ IRU H[LVWHQFH´14 If the Tea Party thus can be seen as an 
extension or natural successor to the Birchism of Welch and his allies, historian Sean Wilentz 
seems to agree, as he explicitly traces back the conspiracism and alarmist anti-government 
rhetoric of key Tea Party figures such as Glenn Beck and Sarah Palin to influential Birch 
DXWKRUVVXFKDV0RUPRQZULWHU:&OHRQ6NRXVHQLQ%HFN¶VFDVHDQGREYLRXVO\WKH.RFK
EURWKHUVWDNLQJXSWKHLUIDWKHU¶VPDQWOH15 
The connection with business lobbyists is obvious. Charles and David Koch, sons of 
Birch insider Fred, remain the best example. Through their projects FreedomWorks and 
Americans For Prosperity, the Koch Brothers have become the definition of right-wing 
³DVWURWXUILQJ´RUWKHIXQGLQJDQGFRRUGLQDWLQJRIVXpposedly spontaneous grassroots protests. 
Tea Party manifestations and friendly political candidates, including Wisconsin Governor 
                                                          
13 Theda Skocpol and Vanessa Williamson, The Tea Party and the Remaking of Republican Conservatism (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2013), 78; see also Christopher Parker and Matt Barreto, ŚĂŶŐĞ dŚĞǇ ĂŶ ?ƚ
Believe In: The Tea Party and Reactionary Politics in America (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013), 
Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein, /ƚ ?s Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System 
Collided With the New Politics of Extremism (New York: Basic Books, 2012). 
14 D.J. Mulloy, The World of the John Birch Society, 11. 
15 Sean Wilentz ?  “ŽŶĨŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ&ĂƚŚĞƌƐ PdŚĞdĞĂWĂƌƚǇ ?ƐŽůĚtĂƌZŽŽƚƐ ? ? The New Yorker, October 18, 2010, 
retrieved from http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/10/18/confounding-fathers. 
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Scott Walker during his 2012 recall election, continue to receive large contributions from 
organized business lobbies, who help steer the political mainstream rightward and in 
opposition to government regulation, universal healthcare and progressive taxation.16 
 Also, not unlike the Birchers of the 1960s, most of the controversy the Tea Party has 
been causing can be situated within the conservative camp. Since the 2010 midterms, Tea 
Party-backed candidates have threatened to oust more moderate Republicans in vicious 
primary contests. As a result, the more established leadership of the party has moved 
significantly to the right and intraparty tensions severely disrupted and encumbered the 
nomination process for the 2012 presidential elections, with Mitt Romney finally emerging 
against populist candidates such as Michelle Bachmann, Rick Santorum and Herman Cain, as 
well as libertarian Ron Paul. Only a few months ago, prominent Congressman Eric Cantor 
was surprisingly defeated by Tea Party-supported Dave Brat in the Virginia primary, an 
illustration of the schism between the GOP establishment and the fundamentalist insurgency 
on the right.17 
 The rise of the Tea Party has again raised the profile of the Birchers, many of whom 
have joined Tea Party protests and organizations all over the country. In 2010, the JBS was 
even invited to the 2010 CPAC convention and the year after to its rival LPAC, a sign 
perhaps that the Birchers might be recovering their long lost political capital. In states like 
Michigan, local Birchers have even been working together with Tea Party organizations 
                                                          
16 Ronald Formisano, The Tea Party: A Brief History (Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press, 2012), 8; see 
also Skocpol and Williamson, 102-4. 
17 ĂƌƚsĞƌŚŽĞǀĞŶĂŶĚDĂƌƚŝŶtĂůƚĞƌ ?  “dŚĞdĞĂWĂƌƚǇ^ƚƌŝŬĞƐŐĂŝŶ PdŚĞ&ĂůůŽĨƌŝĐĂŶƚŽƌ ? ?C'era Una Volta 
l'America, June 29, 2014, retrieved from http://www.ceraunavoltalamerica.it/2014/06/the-tea-party-strikes-
again-the-fall-of-eric-cantor ? ƐĞĞ ĂůƐŽ ĂǀŝĚ >ŝŐŚƚŵĂŶ ?  “dĞĂ WĂƌƚǇ ^ƚƵŶƐ 'KW >ĞĂĚĞƌ ƌŝĐ ĂŶƚŽƌ ? ?Charlotte 
Observer, June 11, 2014, retrieved from http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2014/06/10/4968350/tea-party-
stuns-gop-leader-eric.html#.U5s5By8Wdt8. 
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allied groups to ensure the passing of right-to-work legislation. Though it is unsure to what 
extent the Society itself will emerge as a visible and resilient force, it remains clear to see its 
message ± or at least powerful remnants of it ± continues to be carried forward into present 
American political culture.18 
  
                                                          
18 ZŝĐŚ>ŽǁƌǇ ?  “WĂŶĚƚŚĞ:ŽŚŶŝƌĐŚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ? ?National Review Online, February 10, 2010, retrieved from 
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/195191/cpac-john-birch-society/rich-lowry; on the JBS and right-to-
work in Michigan see ^Ăŵ ŶƚŽŶŝŽ ?Ɛ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ ǁŝƚŚ dŽŶǇ ĞŵŽƚƚ Ăƚ >W  ? ? ? ? ?ƌĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ
http://www.jbs.org/news/working-on-right-to-work-in-michigan [last accessed on April 13, 2012]. 
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